workbook bob mould

workbook bob mould is an essential exploration of the contributions and artistry of Bob Mould, an
influential figure in the alternative rock scene. This article delves into Mould’s creative journey,
focusing on his significant works, particularly the acclaimed album "Workbook." We will explore the
themes, musical style, and legacy of this pivotal album while also examining Mould's overall impact
on music and culture. In addition, we will discuss Mould's evolution as an artist, his solo career, and
how "Workbook" serves as a reflection of his personal and professional growth. This comprehensive
overview aims to provide both new listeners and long-time fans with a deeper understanding of Bob
Mould's artistry and the lasting significance of his work.
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Introduction to Bob Mould

Bob Mould is a prominent musician, songwriter, and producer who gained fame as the frontman of
the influential band Hiisker Di in the 1980s. Following the band's breakup, Mould embarked on a
solo career that would showcase his versatility and depth as a songwriter. His first solo album,
"Workbook," released in 1989, marked a significant turning point in his career, showcasing a
departure from the punk rock roots of Husker Du to a more introspective and melodic sound. This
transition not only highlighted Mould's evolving artistry but also paved the way for a new wave of
alternative music.

Throughout his career, Mould has been known for his powerful lyrics, emotive vocal delivery, and
innovative guitar work. "Workbook" stands out as a testament to his ability to weave personal
narratives into broader themes of love, loss, and self-discovery. The album's raw honesty resonates
with listeners and has garnered critical acclaim, solidifying Mould's place in the pantheon of
influential musicians.



The Significance of "Workbook"

"Workbook" is more than just an album; it is a crucial moment in Bob Mould's career that
encapsulates his artistic transition and personal revelations. The record was released during a time
when Mould was grappling with his identity and the pressures of fame. This introspection is evident
throughout the album, which features a blend of acoustic and electric instrumentation, reflecting
both vulnerability and strength.

The significance of "Workbook" can be seen in several key aspects:

e Artistic Transition: The album marked Mould's shift from the aggressive punk sound of
Hiisker Du to a more melodic and nuanced approach.

¢ Personal Reflection: Lyrically, "Workbook" addresses themes of personal struggle,
relationships, and self-acceptance, making it relatable to a wide audience.

e Critical Acclaim: The album received positive reviews from critics, and many consider it one
of the defining records of the alternative rock genre.

¢ Influence on Future Artists: Mould's work on "Workbook" has inspired countless musicians
and songwriters, contributing to the evolution of indie and alternative music.

Musical Style and Themes

The musical style of "Workbook" is characterized by its rich acoustic textures, layered
instrumentation, and emotive melodies. Mould's songwriting is marked by its honesty and depth,
with lyrics that often explore personal struggles and emotional complexities. The album features a
mix of upbeat tracks and somber ballads, showcasing Mould's versatility as a musician.

Instrumentation and Production

The production of "Workbook" plays a significant role in its overall sound. Mould worked with
producer and musician Stuart Copeland, who helped to shape the album's acoustic and electric
elements. The use of diverse instruments, including strings and percussion, adds depth and richness
to the songs. The contrast between the raw energy of electric guitar and the softer tones of acoustic
guitar creates a dynamic listening experience.

Lyrical Themes

The lyrics of "Workbook" delve into a variety of themes, including:



 Isolation: Many songs reflect feelings of loneliness and the struggle for connection.

e Love and Heartbreak: Mould’s exploration of romantic relationships reveals both the joy and
pain associated with love.

e Self-Discovery: The album encourages listeners to confront their inner selves and embrace
their identities.

» Resilience: Despite the album's introspective nature, there is an underlying message of hope
and perseverance.

Bob Mould’s Artistic Evolution

Bob Mould's career has been marked by continual evolution and experimentation. Following the
success of "Workbook," he released several other solo albums, each showcasing different aspects of
his musicality. Mould's willingness to explore various genres and styles has allowed him to remain
relevant in the ever-changing music landscape.

Subsequent Albums

After "Workbook," Mould released albums such as "Black Sheets of Rain," which retained some of
the acoustic elements of his debut while incorporating more rock-oriented sounds. His later works,
including "Modulate" and "Body of Song," further demonstrate his evolution into electronic and pop
influences. This willingness to adapt has kept Mould at the forefront of the alternative music scene.

Collaborations and Side Projects

Mould has also engaged in various collaborations and side projects throughout his career. Notably,
he formed the band Sugar in the early 1990s, which produced hit albums like "Copper Blue." Sugar's
sound combined Mould's signature songwriting with a more polished production, further expanding
his musical repertoire. These projects highlight Mould's versatility and his ability to connect with
diverse audiences.

Legacy and Influence

Bob Mould's legacy is firmly established in the realm of alternative rock and punk music. His
influence can be seen in the work of countless artists who have followed in his footsteps. Mould has
been a pioneer for musicians navigating the complexities of personal expression through music,
encouraging them to embrace vulnerability as a strength.



His contributions extend beyond his own music; Mould has been instrumental in shaping the sound
of the 1990s and beyond. Many contemporary bands cite Mould as a significant influence, and his
work continues to resonate with new generations of musicians and fans alike. The enduring
relevance of "Workbook" is a testament to Mould's artistry and the universal themes he explores
through his music.

Conclusion

Bob Mould's "Workbook" remains a pivotal work in the landscape of alternative music, showcasing
his artistry and introspective songwriting. Its significance lies not only in its musical innovation but
also in its emotional depth, resonating with listeners on multiple levels. Mould's evolution as an
artist and his ongoing contributions to music highlight his status as a vital figure in the industry. As
listeners continue to discover and appreciate "Workbook," Bob Mould's legacy will undoubtedly
endure, inspiring future generations of musicians and fans alike.

FAQs

Q: What is the main theme of "Workbook" by Bob Mould?

A: The main theme of "Workbook" revolves around personal struggles, self-discovery, and emotional
complexity. It explores feelings of isolation, love, heartbreak, and resilience.

Q: How did Bob Mould's music evolve after "Workbook"?

A: After "Workbook," Bob Mould's music evolved to include more rock-oriented sounds with albums
like "Black Sheets of Rain," and he experimented with electronic influences in later works,
showcasing his versatility as an artist.

Q: Why is "Workbook" considered a significant album in
alternative rock?

A: "Workbook" is considered significant due to its departure from Mould's punk roots, its
introspective lyrics, and its influence on the alternative music scene, marking a key moment in the
genre's evolution.

Q: What impact did Bob Mould have on future musicians?

A: Bob Mould has had a profound impact on future musicians by pioneering a blend of emotional
honesty and musical innovation, inspiring countless artists in the alternative and indie rock genres.



Q: What instruments are prominently featured in "Workbook"?

A: "Workbook" prominently features acoustic and electric guitars, strings, and percussion, creating a
rich, layered sound that enhances Mould's lyrical themes.

Q: Did Bob Mould collaborate with other artists on

"Workbook"?

A: Bob Mould worked with producer Stuart Copeland on "Workbook," but the album primarily
showcases his solo artistry and songwriting.

Q: What is Bob Mould’s connection to the band Husker Du?

A: Bob Mould was the frontman of Husker Di, an influential punk band in the 1980s. The band's
breakup led to Mould's solo career, beginning with "Workbook."

Q: How has "Workbook" influenced the indie music scene?

A: "Workbook" has influenced the indie music scene by showcasing the power of personal
storytelling in songwriting and encouraging artists to embrace vulnerability in their music.

Q: Are there any notable songs on "Workbook" that fans

should listen to?

A: Notable songs from "Workbook" include "See a Little Light," "I Apologize," and "Heartbreak a
Stranger," each highlighting Mould's lyrical depth and musical craftsmanship.

Q: What is the overall message of "Workbook"?

A: The overall message of "Workbook" is one of self-examination and emotional honesty,
encouraging listeners to confront their personal struggles while finding strength and hope in their
experiences.
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noise-and-nuance work in Husker D1, Mould had recently walked away from his old band. He
re-emerged with his debut solo album: Workbook. Filled with chiming acoustic guitars, multitracked
vocals, pristine production, and even a cello, Workbook was both admired and questioned for
Mould's perceived departure from his post-punk roots. Three decades later, the album has emerged
as a key for understanding the nascent alternative rock genre and the concerns Mould would
explore for the duration of his career. Fusing post-punk sound and confessional lyrics with a richer
emotional and musical range, Mould's Workbook merged worlds that seemed unbridgeable at the
time. Alternative rock emerged from the wreckage of the 1980s, and Workbook was a model for the
genre's maturation. Workbook serves its title in two ways-as a map for musicians to follow into a
new mode, and as a journal of Mould's struggle toward adulthood. It opens conversations about
rock, identity, spirituality, authenticity, and the perils and promises of mainstream culture. Walter
Biggins and Daniel Couch, two critics who grew up with Workbook, extend these
conversations-through letters and emails to each other, and through correspondence with Mould and
Workbook's musicians and producers. That crosstalk leads to, through this seminal album, a deeper
understanding of “alternative rock” at the moment of its inception, just before it took over the radio.

workbook bob mould: Bob Mould's Workbook Walter Biggins, Daniel Couch, 2017-09-07 In
1989, Bob Mould took a left turn. Already legendary before his 30th birthday for his
noise-and-nuance work in Husker Du, Mould had recently walked away from his old band. He
re-emerged with his debut solo album: Workbook. Filled with chiming acoustic guitars, multitracked
vocals, pristine production, and even a cello, Workbook was both admired and questioned for
Mould's perceived departure from his post-punk roots. Three decades later, the album has emerged
as a key for understanding the nascent alternative rock genre and the concerns Mould would
explore for the duration of his career. Fusing post-punk sound and confessional lyrics with a richer
emotional and musical range, Mould's Workbook merged worlds that seemed unbridgeable at the
time. Alternative rock emerged from the wreckage of the 1980s, and Workbook was a model for the
genre's maturation. Workbook serves its title in two ways-as a map for musicians to follow into a
new mode, and as a journal of Mould's struggle toward adulthood. It opens conversations about
rock, identity, spirituality, authenticity, and the perils and promises of mainstream culture. Walter
Biggins and Daniel Couch, two critics who grew up with Workbook, extend these
conversations-through letters and emails to each other, and through correspondence with Mould and
Workbook's musicians and producers. That crosstalk leads to, through this seminal album, a deeper
understanding of “alternative rock” at the moment of its inception, just before it took over the radio.

workbook bob mould: See a Little Light Bob Mould, 2011-06-15 The long-awaited, full-force
autobiography of American punk music hero, Bob Mould. Bob Mould stormed into America's punk
rock scene in 1979, when clubs across the country were filling with kids dressed in black leather and
torn denim, packing in to see bands like the Ramones, Black Flag, and the Dead Kennedys. Hardcore
punk was a riot of jackhammer rhythms, blistering tempos, and bottomless aggression. And at its
center, a new band out of Minnesota called Hvosker Dvo was bashing out songs and touring the
country on no money, driven by the inspiration of guitarist and vocalist Bob Mould. Their music
roused a generation. From the start, Mould wanted to make Hiisker Du the greatest band in the
world - faster and louder than the hardcore standard, but with melody and emotional depth. In See a
Little Light, Mould finally tells the story of how the anger and passion of the early hardcore scene
blended with his own formidable musicianship and irrepressible drive to produce some of the most
important and influential music of the late 20th century. For the first time, Mould tells his dramatic
story, opening up to describe life inside that furnace and beyond. Revealing the struggles with his
own homosexuality, the complexities of his intimate relationships, as well as his own drug and
alcohol addiction, Mould takes us on a whirlwind ride through achieving sobriety, his acclaimed solo
career, creating the hit band Sugar, a surprising detour into the world of pro wrestling, and most of
all, finally finding his place in the world. A classic story of individualism and persistence, Mould's
autobiography is an open account of the rich history of one of the most revered figures of punk,
whose driving force altered the shape of American music.



workbook bob mould: The Rough Guide to Rock Peter Buckley, 2003 Compiles career
biographies of over 1,200 artists and rock music reviews written by fans covering every phase of
rock from R & B through punk and rap.

workbook bob mould: All Music Guide Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris Woodstra, Stephen Thomas
Erlewine, 2001-11 Arranged in sixteen musical categories, provides entries for twenty thousand
releases from four thousand artists, and includes a history of each musical genre.

workbook bob mould: Remembering A,J. Andrew Johnston, 2022-01-20 What do I strive to
contribute through my passion and visions? I want to help make the world make a little more sense. I
want to do work as a critic and journalist that helps increase the audience of work that deserves
exposure and explain why it deserves exposure. And eventually I want to create artistic work of my
own - in the form of fiction or essays - that, in its own way, does the same thing - work that
illustrates connections, puts things in context and, ultimately, makes people realize that for all the
insane bullshit that's going on out there (and has been going on out there since time immemorial),
the world is really a pretty cool place. --A]

workbook bob mould: 501 Essential Albums of the '80s Gary Graff, 2025-05-20 501
Essential Albums of '80s is the ultimate curated list detailing dozens of the decade’s most influential
releases across all genres, featuring descriptions of the releases, album art, and artist imagery.

workbook bob mould: SPIN , 1989-06 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from the
recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the culture
around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear. With
dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN pulsate
with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's next,
SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.

workbook bob mould: Alternative Rock Dave Thompson, 2000-11 Provides profiles of solo
performers, bands, producers, and record labels from the alternative rock movement, ranging from
the mid-1970s to the present, and includes discographies, album reviews, and photographs.

workbook bob mould: Maria Callas's Lyric and Coloratura Arias Ginger Dellenbaugh,
2021-10-21 More than 40 years after her death, the legend of Maria Callas, “La Divina Assoluta,”
remains unsurpassed. Much has been written about her sensational opera career and fraught private
life, from her definitive mastery of iconic opera roles to her love affairs and tantrums. The prototype
for the 20th century celebrity diva, Callas emblematizes the cliche of tormented talent - genius in
the ring with catastrophe. Her extraordinary voice, in particular, has become an object of cult-like
adoration and cultural significance almost with a life of its own: as fetish object, as sophisticated
sonic signifier, and most recently, as the lifeblood for a Callas hologram. Such adoration is not
without consequences. When Callas is transformed into a vessel for such transcendent magic, it
overshadows what is perhaps her most superhuman ability - the masterful technique she deployed to
shape and craft her astounding instrument. Singing bodies are working bodies, enacting an intimate
and complex form of artistic labor and cultural signification. Using one of Callas's first recital
recordings from 1954, this book envisions each aria as a lens to examine various aspects of
vocalization and cultural reception of the feminized voice in both classical and pop culture, from
Homer's Sirens to Star Trek. With references to works by Marina Abramovic, Charles Baudelaire,
Michel Chion, Wayne Koestenbaum, Greil Marcus, and Farah Jasmine Griffin, as well as films by Pier
Paolo Pasolini, Jonathan Demme, and Rainer Werner Fassbinder, each chapter explores phenomena
unique to the singing voice, including the operatic screaming point, the politics of listening, and the
singing simulacrum.

workbook bob mould: Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds' Murder Ballads Santi Elijah Holley,
2020-11-12 In a bar called The Bucket of Blood, a man shoots the bartender four times in the head.
In the small town of Millhaven, a teenage girl secretly and gleefully murders her neighbors. A serial
killer travels from home to home, quoting John Milton in his victims' blood. Murder Ballads, the
ninth studio album from Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, is a gruesome, blood-splattered reimagining
of English ballads, American folk and blues music, and classic literature. Most of the stories told on



Murder Ballads have been interpreted many times, but never before had they been so graphic or
profane. Though earning the band their first Parental Advisory warning label, Murder Ballads,
released in 1996, brought Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds their biggest critical and commercial
success, thanks in part to the award-winning single, “Where the Wild Roses Grow,” an unlikely duet
with Australian pop singer, Kylie Minogue. Closely examining each of the ten songs on the album,
Santi Elijah Holley investigates the stories behind the songs, and the numerous ways these ballads
have been interpreted through the years. Murder Ballads is a tour through the evolution of folk
music, and a journey into the dark secrets of American history.

workbook bob mould: Manic Street Preachers’ The Holy Bible David Evans, 2019-05-16 In
August 1994, Manic Street Preachers released The Holy Bible, a dark, fiercely intelligent album that
explored such themes as mental illness, murder and war. Richey Edwards, the band's lyricist and
motive force, vanished five months later; he was never found. In his absence The Holy Bible entered
the rock canon alongside Joy Division's Closer and Nirvana's In Utero, the valedictory works of
troubled young men. This book tells the dramatic story of Manic Street Preachers' masterpiece.
Tracing the album's origins in the Valleys, an industrialised region of South Wales where the band
spent their formative years, the author argues that The Holy Bible can be seen as a meditation on
the uses and abuses of history.

workbook bob mould: Janelle Monae’s The ArchAndroid Alyssa Favreau, 2021-09-09 In
Janelle Monae's full-length debut, the science fiction concept album The ArchAndroid, the android
Cindi Mayweather is on the run from the authorities for the crime of loving a human. Living in 28th
century Metropolis, Cindi fights for survival, soon realizing that she is in fact the prophesied
ArchAndroid, a robot messiah meant to liberate the masses and lead them toward a wonderland
where all can be free. Taking into account the literary merit of Monde's astounding multimedia body
of work, the political relevance of the science fictional themes and aesthetics she explores, and her
role as an Atlanta-based pop cultural juggernaut, this book explores the lavish world building of
Cindi's story, and the many literary, cinematic, and musical influences brought together to create it.
Throughout, a history of Monde's move to Atlanta, her signing with Bad Boy Records, and the trials
of developing a full-length concept album in an industry devoted to the production of marketable
singles can be found, charting the artist's own rise to power. The stories of Monae and of Cindi are
inextricably entwined, each making the other more compelling, fantastical, and deeply felt.

workbook bob mould: Various Artists' Red Hot + Blue John S. Garrison, 2024-09-19 Red Hot +
Blue is a meditation on music's capacity to find us, transform us, and help us make sense of our
historical moment. Blending memoir and cultural history, Garrison recalls his coming out at the
height of the AIDS crisis alongside the music industry's first major response to the epidemic. In
1990, a groundbreaking effort by musical artists sought to combat the silence and stigma about the
disease. The resulting tribute album to legendary composer Cole Porter was evocatively titled Red
Hot + Blue, capturing both the joy and melancholy that accompany love during turbulent times. It
re-imagined those iconic songs - including “Don't Fence Me In,” “Every Time We Say Goodbye,”
“Night and Day” - not just to celebrate the composer but also to offer a shared vision for survival. In
this book, Garrison reflects on his own life story through the lens of Porter's life and music to
illuminate the emotional landscape we all navigate in the search for love. Red Hot + Blue returns us
to the early 1990s to reveal how the love songs of the past can be revived to speak to new audiences
in times of need. The book is the portrait of an album, a pandemic, and a young gay man's coming of
age in the era of both.

workbook bob mould: The Go-Go's Beauty and the Beat Lisa Whittington-Hill, 2023-09-07
The Go-Go's debut album Beauty and the Beat was released on July 8, 1981. The album spent six
weeks in the number one spot on the Billboard charts, produced two hit singles and sold more than
two million copies making it one of the most successful debut albums of all time. Beauty and the
Beat made the Go-Go's the first, and to date only, female band to have a number one album who not
only wrote their own songs, but also played their own instruments. Beauty and the Beat is a
ground-breaking album, but the Go-Go's are often overlooked when we talk about influential female



musicians. The Go-Go's were a feminist band and Beauty and the Beat a call to arms that inspired
generations of women. The band embraced the DIY spirit of Riot Grrrl before there was a Bikini Kill
or a Bratmobile. Girls making music on their own terms didn't start with Courtney Love or Beyoncé
or Billie Eilish, it started with the Go-Go's. It started with Beauty and the Beat. While they may have
controlled their music, the Go-Go's couldn't control the misogyny of the music industry, media and
fans. The sexist and tired stereotypes the Go-Go's experienced 40 years ago still exist today. The
legacy of Beauty and the Beat is both a celebration of how the record inspired countless girls to
make art and music on their own terms, but also a painful reminder of how little has changed in how
female musicians are marketed, manipulated, and discarded.

workbook bob mould: Dolly Parton's White Limozeen Steacy Easton, 2024-10-31 A
discussion of White Limozeen, from Dolly's self-fashioning to a rigorous critique of her genre. White
Limozeen (1989) was a commercial recovery after Dolly Parton's first major failure two years
previously with the release of Rainbow. This book is a case study in how an album is sold and a
persona constructed. The album had a complex relationship to the country music genre at a time
when the genre was in the middle of major sonic and cultural shifts, and it represents how country
music saw itself. This question of identity was especially relevant since White Limozeen was
produced by Ricky Skaggs, the bluegrass prodigy who was in the middle of his own genre-widening
experiments. The album reflects dense and complex production, shredding ideas of purity, studio
craft, slickness, and authenticity. In it, Dolly seems to be imagining the limits of her own personae -
the country girl, the blonde burlesque, the pop legend, the gospel singer. To study this album is to
investigate Dolly's calculated role in fashioning her image into the icon she is today.

workbook bob mould: Depeche Mode's 101 Mary Valle, 2024-05-30 Depeche Mode's 101 is,
at first glance, a curious thing: a live double-album by a synth band. A recording of its “Concert for
the Masses,” 101 marks the moment when doomy, cultish, electronic Depeche Mode, despite low
American album sales and a lack of critical acclaim, declared they had arrived and ascended to the
rare air of stadium rock. On June 18, 1988, 65,000 screaming, singing Southern Californians flocked
to Pasadena's Rose Bowl to celebrate DM's coronation. The concert also revealed the power of
Southern California radio station and event host KROQ, which had turned Los Angeles into DM's
American stronghold through years of fervent airplay. KROQ's innovative format, which brought
“new music” to its avid listeners, soon spread across the country, leading to the explosion of
alternative rock in the 1990s. Eight years after its founding in Basildon, Essex, Depeche Mode,
rooted in 1970s Krautrock, combined old-fashioned touring, well-crafted songs, and the steadfast
support of KROQ to dominate Southern California, the United States, and then the world, kicking
open the doors for the likes of Nirvana in the process. 101 is the hidden-in-plain-sight hinge of
modern music history.

workbook bob mould: The Isley Brothers' 3+3 Darrell M. McNeill, 2024-05-02 The Isley
Brothers' 3+3, dissects The Isleys' 50-year-old undisputed masterwork, an album that firmly
established their music dynasty on a global scale, as well as heralding the boldest run of
genre-defiant albums of their 67-year career. The 1973 watershed was their first multiplatinum
release and is significant as a rare, crossover record by a Black act that struck a chord with urban,
rock, and pop consumers, despite the schisms between audiences due to bias-driven media and
industry marketing. The book looks at the album from all angles: from The Isleys' early career to
their influence on rock and rollers both Black and White, from the twists and turns of having
national hits without national recognition, on to their decision to form T-Neck Records and the
group's challenges navigating a music industry that racially codified music and hampered Black
artists from universal acclaim and compensations. Finally, a summation of the decades follows The
Isleys' run and its ups and downs, with a fast-forward to where the group is now after 67 years.

workbook bob mould: Pearl Jam's Vs. Clint Brownlee, 2021-03-11 Vs. is the sound of a band on
fire. The same confluence of talent, passion, timing, and fate that made “grunge” the world's
soundtrack also lit a short fuse beneath Pearl Jam. The band combusted between late 1992 and
mid-1994, the span during which they planned, recorded, and supported their sophomore record.



The spotlight, the pressure, the pace-it all nearly turned the thriving act to ash. Eddie Vedder, the
reluctant public face of the band, responded by lashing out lyrically. Jeff Ament, Mike McCready,
and Stone Gossard, who beheld success with varying degrees of anxious satisfaction, attacked their
instruments in solidarity. Dave Abbruzzese welcomed the rock-star lifestyle, and left his mark on the
record with more than just potent percussion. Vs. roils with fury-and at times, gently steams-over the
trappings of fame, human faults, and societal injustice. The record is a thrashing testament to Pearl
Jam's urgent creativity and greater-good interests, and the band's logistical calculations behind it
drew a career-defining line in the sand. It promised the world that Pearl Jam would neither burn out
nor fade away. This book weaves research, little-known details, and band members' memories into a
definitive account of how Vs. set them on a path toward enduring integrity and relevance.

workbook bob mould: Wendy Carlos's Switched-On Bach Roshanak Kheshti, 2019-10-31 So
much, popular and scholarly, has been written about the synthesizer, Bob Moog and his brand-name
instrument, and even Wendy Carlos, the musician who made this instrument famous. No one,
however, has examined the importance of spy technology, the Cold War and Carlos's gender to this
critically important innovation. Through a postcolonial lens of feminist science and technology
studies, Roshanak Kheshti engages in a reading of Carlos's music within this gendered context. By
focusing on Switched-On Bach (the highest selling classical music recording of all time), this book
explores the significance of gender to the album's--and, as a result, the Moog
synthesizer's--phenomenal success.
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