
citation for textbooks
citation for textbooks is an essential aspect of academic writing that ensures scholars and students
give proper credit to the original authors of the materials they use. Understanding how to correctly
cite textbooks is vital for maintaining academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism. This article will
explore various citation styles, the importance of accurate citations, and the methods to effectively
cite textbooks in your work. Additionally, we will provide examples and guidelines for different citation
formats, helping you navigate the often complex world of academic references.

This comprehensive guide will cover the following topics:

Understanding the Importance of Citations

Common Citation Styles

How to Cite Textbooks

Examples of Textbook Citations

Tips for Effective Citation

Understanding the Importance of Citations

Citations serve a critical role in academic writing and research. They provide a means for writers to
acknowledge the sources of their information, enabling others to verify and explore the original
works. Understanding the importance of citations helps to promote academic honesty and integrity
while also enhancing the credibility of the work being presented.

One primary reason for citing textbooks is to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is the unethical practice of
using someone else’s work without proper attribution, which can lead to serious academic
consequences, including failing grades or expulsion. By citing textbooks and other sources, you
demonstrate respect for the intellectual property of others.

Additionally, citations allow readers to trace the lineage of ideas and research. When a citation is
provided, readers can easily locate the original source, which fosters further investigation and
exploration of the subject matter. This promotes a culture of knowledge sharing and scholarly
dialogue.

Furthermore, citations contribute to the credibility of academic work. They show that the writer has
engaged deeply with existing literature, providing a foundation for their arguments and conclusions.
Properly citing textbooks adds weight to your claims, supporting your research with established
knowledge.



Common Citation Styles

There are several citation styles used in academic writing, each with its own set of rules and
conventions. Understanding these styles is crucial for correctly formatting citations for textbooks.

APA Style

The American Psychological Association (APA) style is commonly used in the social sciences. It
emphasizes the date of publication in citations, reflecting the importance of current research.

MLA Style

The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is prevalent in the humanities, particularly in literature
and philosophy. It focuses on authorship and uses a straightforward format for citations.

Chicago Style

Chicago style is flexible and used in various disciplines, including history and the arts. It offers two
documentation systems: Notes and Bibliography, and Author-Date, making it adaptable to different
types of work.

Harvard Style

Harvard style is frequently used in the social and natural sciences. It is characterized by the author-
date citation method, allowing for clear attribution of sources.

How to Cite Textbooks

Citing textbooks correctly requires attention to detail and adherence to the specific guidelines of the
chosen citation style. Each style has its nuances, but there are common elements that must be
included.

Basic Elements of a Textbook Citation

Regardless of the citation style, a textbook citation typically includes the following elements:

Author(s) or Editor(s)



Title of the Book

Edition (if applicable)

Publisher

Year of Publication

Formatting Citations by Style

Each citation style has specific formatting rules. Here is a brief overview of how to format textbook
citations in different styles:

- APA Style: Author, A. A. (Year of Publication). Title of the book (Edition, if applicable). Publisher.
- Example: Smith, J. (2020). Understanding Psychology (2nd ed.). Psychology Press.

- MLA Style: Last Name, First Name. Title of the Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.
- Example: Smith, John. Understanding Psychology. Psychology Press, 2020.

- Chicago Style (Notes and Bibliography): Author First Name Last Name, Title of the Book (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication).
- Example: John Smith, Understanding Psychology (New York: Psychology Press, 2020).

- Harvard Style: Author(s) Last Name, First Initial(s), Year of Publication, Title of the Book, Publisher.
- Example: Smith, J., 2020, Understanding Psychology, Psychology Press.

Examples of Textbook Citations

Providing examples of textbook citations can help clarify the differences between citation styles.
Below are examples of how to cite the same textbook in different citation styles.

APA Style Example

Smith, J. (2020). Understanding Psychology (2nd ed.). Psychology Press.

MLA Style Example

Smith, John. Understanding Psychology. Psychology Press, 2020.



Chicago Style Example

John Smith, Understanding Psychology (New York: Psychology Press, 2020).

Harvard Style Example

Smith, J., 2020, Understanding Psychology, Psychology Press.

Each style emphasizes different elements, so it’s important to choose the one that aligns with your
academic discipline or the guidelines provided by your instructor.

Tips for Effective Citation

Proper citation not only enhances the quality of your work but also saves you from potential pitfalls
associated with academic writing. Here are some tips to ensure your citations are effective:

Familiarize yourself with the citation style you are using.

Keep track of all sources used during your research.

Use citation management tools to organize references.

Double-check your citations for accuracy and completeness.

Consult style guides for specific citation scenarios.

Adhering to these tips can help streamline the citation process and ensure that your work is
professionally presented.

In summary, citation for textbooks is a fundamental component of academic writing that aids in
maintaining integrity, promoting credibility, and facilitating further research. By understanding the
various citation styles and their specific requirements, writers can effectively credit the sources that
inform their work.

Q: What is the purpose of citing textbooks?
A: The purpose of citing textbooks is to give credit to the original authors, avoid plagiarism, allow
readers to trace the sources of information, and enhance the credibility of the academic work.



Q: Which citation styles are commonly used for textbooks?
A: Common citation styles for textbooks include APA, MLA, Chicago, and Harvard styles, each with its
own formatting rules and conventions.

Q: How do I know which citation style to use?
A: The citation style to use often depends on your academic discipline. Consult your instructor or
institution’s guidelines to determine the appropriate style.

Q: Can I use citation management tools for textbook
citations?
A: Yes, citation management tools can help organize your references and format citations according
to the required citation style, making the process easier and more efficient.

Q: What are the key elements of a textbook citation?
A: Key elements of a textbook citation typically include the author(s) or editor(s), title of the book,
edition (if applicable), publisher, and year of publication.

Q: How can I avoid plagiarism when using textbooks?
A: To avoid plagiarism, ensure that you properly cite all sources used in your work, including
textbooks, and paraphrase the information accurately while still attributing the original authors.

Q: Are there differences in citing textbooks for different
formats?
A: Yes, different citation styles have specific rules and formats for citing textbooks, so it is important
to follow the guidelines of the chosen style accurately.

Q: What should I do if I cannot find all the citation details for
a textbook?
A: If you cannot find all the citation details, try to locate the information through library resources,
publisher websites, or academic databases. If necessary, cite what you have to the best of your
ability.



Q: Is it necessary to include page numbers in textbook
citations?
A: Page numbers are often required when citing specific information or quotes from a textbook,
particularly in styles like APA and MLA. Always check the guidelines for your chosen citation style.

Q: How often should I update my citation knowledge?
A: It is advisable to periodically review your citation knowledge, especially if there are updates to
citation styles or if you are working in a new academic discipline. Keeping current helps ensure your
citations remain accurate and effective.

Citation For Textbooks

Find other PDF articles:
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  citation for textbooks: How to Publish Academic Books: A Guide to Publishing Monographs,
Edited Volumes, Textbooks, and Theses Nitin Liladhar Rane, Saurabh Choudhary, Jayesh Rane,
2024-12-05 The academic book publishing sector has a key function when it comes to knowledge
production and dissemination across various disciplines. For researchers, scholars, and educators,
the process of moving from concept to publication is rarely a trivial task, and often involves the use
of imagination, perseverance, and teamwork. Publishing a monograph, an edited volume or a
textbook, or turning your thesis into a book can be painful. This book will help you demystify the
world of academic book publishing, offering authors a guide to navigating the complicated process
with success. This guide aims to provide authors with the knowledge of tools and resources needed
to publish a book that reflects their research. If you want a sneak peek into the workings of scholarly
publishing, it features advice from senior authors, publishers and academics with an intimate
familiarity with the academic publishing process. Divided into chapters, the book covers the major
elements of the publishing journey: steps to writing the proposal, advice on working with publishers,
and challenges of the current moment, like open access and new fields of study. The first step to
getting published is learning to write a scholarly manuscript or book proposal. Writers need to know
how to present their research in front of potential publishers. It necessitates, then, not just a firm
grasp on the work in question but a facility for conveying the relevance of the work and its potential
to make a difference. Therefore, it is very important to tread carefully through the relationship with
the publishers, as the success of publishing partnerships relies heavily on trust, collaboration, and
shared vision for the book. Open access publishing for scientific journals has played an increasingly
important role in the ever-evolving academic world. There are new ways for authors to disseminate
their work and increase the accessibility of research through open access. It is an exciting time to be
an author, but it is also a challenging time in terms of financial viability and finding new publishing
models. This section deeply studies the influence of open access so that authors can better develop
books around it. Many students work years on their theses, and getting them published can greatly
aid their academic careers. It is not simply editing; this means changing the format to suit for wider
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academic publication and conforming to the expectations of the publisher. This book is a road map
for authors making this transition. For authors in emerging or interdisciplinary fields, publishing can
bring unique challenges. There may not be established publishing pathways in these fields, or the
intended audience may be smaller and more specialized. Despite these challenges, there are great
rewards to publishing in such fields, and this book outlines strategies to achieve their success.
Authors will discover how to seek the ideal publisher, determine their target market, and how to
frame their work to have a noteworthy effect in their area. Technological advancements, global
trends, and academic expectations have all combined to shape the future of academic book
publishing. By the end of this book, readers will be equipped with a fundamental understanding of
the academic publishing process. From preparing manuscripts and working with publishers to
navigating new models of publishing, this guide arms authors with practical advice and strategies to
ensure their research becomes a published book. It is our goal that this book helps those who hope
to disseminate their research through publication of scholarly books.
  citation for textbooks: Cite Right, Second Edition Charles Lipson, 2011-05-15 In his
bestselling guide, Doing Honest Work in College: How to Prepare Citations, Avoid Plagiarism, and
Achieve Real Academic Success, veteran teacher Charles Lipson brought welcome clarity to the
principles of academic honesty as well as to the often murky issues surrounding plagiarism in the
digital age. Thousands of students have turned to Lipson for no-nonsense advice on how to cite
sources properly—and avoid plagiarism—when writing their research papers. With his latest book,
Cite Right, Lipson once again provides much-needed counsel in a concise and affordable handbook
for students and researchers. Building on Doing Honest Work in College, Lipson’s new book offers a
wealth of information on an even greater range of citation styles and details the intricacies of many
additional kinds of sources. Lipson’s introductory essay, Why Cite, explains the reasons it is so
important to use citations—and to present them accurately—in research writing. In subsequent
chapters, Lipson explains the main citation styles students and researchers are likely to encounter in
their academic work: Chicago; MLA; APA; CSE (biological sciences); AMA (medical sciences); ACS
(chemistry, mathematics, and computer science); physics, astrophysics, and astronomy; Bluebook
and ALWD (law); and AAA (anthropology and ethnography). His discussions of these styles are
presented simply and clearly with examples drawn from a wide range of source types crossing all
disciplines, from the arts and humanities to science, law, and medicine. Based on deep experience in
the academic trenches, Cite Right is an accessible, one-stop resource—a must-have guide for
students and researchers alike who need to prepare citations in any of the major disciplines and
professional studies.
  citation for textbooks: Classic Papers in Orthopaedics Paul A. Banaszkiewicz, Deiary F.
Kader, 2014-01-10 Orthopedic experts in their field have carefully chosen what they consider to be
the key papers in their respective domains. Every paper is carefully described and evaluated by its
strengths, weaknesses and its contribution to the field. Papers have been chosen by number of
citations, academic importance, articles that have changed our whole way of thinking or that have
simply stood the test of time.
  citation for textbooks: 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook J. Mitchell Miller,
2009-08-06 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook provides straightforward and
definitive overviews of 100 key topics comprising traditional criminology and its modern outgrowths.
The individual chapters have been designed to serve as a first-look reference source for most
criminological inquires. Both connected to the sociological origins of criminology (i.e., theory and
research methods) and the justice systems' response to crime and related social problems, as well as
coverage of major crime types, this two-volume set offers a comprehensive overview of the current
state of criminology. From student term papers and masters theses to researchers commencing
literature reviews, 21st Century Criminology is a ready source from which to quickly access
authoritative knowledge on a range of key issues and topics central to contemporary criminology.
  citation for textbooks: Lab Reports and Projects in Sport and Exercise Science Mike Price,
2014-05-22 Lab Reports and Projects in Sport and Exercise Science: A guide for students provides a



comprehensive overview of what should be contained within each section of a scientific report, and
clearly explains how it should be presented. Written in a friendly and engaging style, it guides the
reader through abstracts, literature reviews, methodology, reporting discussions and referencing,
and contains a wealth of examples and practical advice on how to improve and refine your own
writing. From writing a first lab report to preparing a final year dissertation or postgraduate thesis,
sports and exercise science students at all levels will find this book a valuable resource in developing
both skill and confidence in scientific communication. Key features The layout of the book is
designed to reflect that of a typical scientific report, to help students plan their own projects. Each
chapter includes numerous examples, exercises and activities to engage students and develop skills
in each aspect of report writing. Includes discussion of critical appraisal techniques to help students
refine their research questions. All data sets and illustrations used are drawn from the key
disciplines in sport and exercise science, including physiology, psychology and biomechanics.
  citation for textbooks: Hair Test Interpretation Andrew Hall Cutler, 2004
  citation for textbooks: A Guide to the Scientific Career Mohammadali M. Shoja, Anastasia
Arynchyna, Marios Loukas, Anthony V. D'Antoni, Sandra M. Buerger, Marion Karl, R. Shane Tubbs,
2020-01-09 A concise, easy-to-read source of essential tips and skills for writing research papers and
career management In order to be truly successful in the biomedical professions, one must have
excellent communication skills and networking abilities. Of equal importance is the possession of
sufficient clinical knowledge, as well as a proficiency in conducting research and writing scientific
papers. This unique and important book provides medical students and residents with the most
commonly encountered topics in the academic and professional lifestyle, teaching them all of the
practical nuances that are often only learned through experience. Written by a team of experienced
professionals to help guide younger researchers, A Guide to the Scientific Career: Virtues,
Communication, Research and Academic Writing features ten sections composed of seventy-four
chapters that cover: qualities of research scientists; career satisfaction and its determinants;
publishing in academic medicine; assessing a researcher’s scientific productivity and scholarly
impact; manners in academics; communication skills; essence of collaborative research; dealing with
manipulative people; writing and scientific misconduct: ethical and legal aspects; plagiarism;
research regulations, proposals, grants, and practice; publication and resources; tips on writing
every type of paper and report; and much more. An easy-to-read source of essential tips and skills
for scientific research Emphasizes good communication skills, sound clinical judgment, knowledge of
research methodology, and good writing skills Offers comprehensive guidelines that address every
aspect of the medical student/resident academic and professional lifestyle Combines elements of a
career-management guide and publication guide in one comprehensive reference source Includes
selected personal stories by great researchers, fascinating writers, inspiring mentors, and
extraordinary clinicians/scientists A Guide to the Scientific Career: Virtues, Communication,
Research and Academic Writing is an excellent interdisciplinary text that will appeal to all medical
students and scientists who seek to improve their writing and communication skills in order to make
the most of their chosen career.
  citation for textbooks: Management Knowledge and the New Employee Chris Carter,
Damian Hodgson, 2017-11-28 Hodgson and Carter present a volume that contributes to the ongoing
debate in Knowledge Management. They develop themes explored in Roy Jacques' influential text,
Manufacturing the Employee, as a starting point the authors consider the status of contemporary
management knowledge. They do this from a range of theoretical positions that draw key
implications for both research and teaching. The volume hosts an array of eminent scholars in the
field. The collection explores, and at times takes issue with, the increasing influence of
post-structuralist thought on our understanding of the nature of management knowledge, and draws
key implications for both research and teaching. The various chapters consider the nature of
management knowledge from perspectives as diverse as management history, discourse analysis,
gender, post-structuralism, social construction, neo-institutionalism, and critical realism.
  citation for textbooks: Trademark & Copyright Disputes Gregory J. Battersby, Charles W.



Grimes, 2003-01-01 Trademark and Copyright Disputes: Litigation Forms and Analysis provides
timesaving, practice-proven forms, checklists, and analysis that help you handle your next
intellectual property dispute with ease. Organized in the sequence of a litigation process, starting
with the complaint and ending with appeals, you'll find commentaries covering virtually every area
of copyright and trademark litigation in federal court and before other administrative bodies, such
as ICANN arbitration, and International Trademark Commission actions. Trademark and Copyright
Disputes: Litigation Forms and Analysis includes a CD-ROM that contains: Sample complaints for
trademark, copyright, cybersquatting, and International Trade Commission (ITC) actions Sample
answers, counterclaims and affirmative defenses for trademark, copyright, trade secrets,
cybersquatting litigation, and ITC actions Sample motion ranging from Motions to Dismiss to
Motions for Sanctions/Attorney's Fees Discovery sample forms, such as interrogatories and
protective orders Trial forms such as jury instructions Forms for appeal such as Notice of Appeal
and Petition for Certiorari
  citation for textbooks: Incentives and Performance Isabell M. Welpe, Jutta Wollersheim,
Stefanie Ringelhan, Margit Osterloh, 2014-11-07 ​This book contributes to the current discussion in
society, politics and higher education on innovation capacity and the financial and non-financial
incentives for researchers. The expert contributions in the book deal with implementation of
incentive systems at higher education institutions in order to foster innovation. On the other hand,
the book also discusses the extent to which governance structures from economy can be transferred
to universities and how scientific performance can be measured and evaluated. This book is essential
for decision-makers in knowledge-intensive organizations and higher-educational institutions dealing
with the topic of performance management.
  citation for textbooks: Brief Manual United States. Department of Labor. Office of the
Solicitor, 1941
  citation for textbooks: The Indigo Book Christopher Jon Sprigman, 2017-07-11 This public
domain book is an open and compatible implementation of the Uniform System of Citation.
  citation for textbooks: California Current Digest , 1922
  citation for textbooks: The Handbook of Research Synthesis and Meta-Analysis Harris
Cooper, Larry V. Hedges, Jeffrey C. Valentine, 2019-06-14 Research synthesis is the practice of
systematically distilling and integrating data from many studies in order to draw more reliable
conclusions about a given research issue. When the first edition of The Handbook of Research
Synthesis and Meta-Analysis was published in 1994, it quickly became the definitive reference for
conducting meta-analyses in both the social and behavioral sciences. In the third edition, editors
Harris Cooper, Larry Hedges, and Jeff Valentine present updated versions of classic chapters and
add new sections that evaluate cutting-edge developments in the field. The Handbook of Research
Synthesis and Meta-Analysis draws upon groundbreaking advances that have transformed research
synthesis from a narrative craft into an important scientific process in its own right. The editors and
leading scholars guide the reader through every stage of the research synthesis process—problem
formulation, literature search and evaluation, statistical integration, and report preparation. The
Handbook incorporates state-of-the-art techniques from all quantitative synthesis traditions and
distills a vast literature to explain the most effective solutions to the problems of quantitative data
integration. Among the statistical issues addressed are the synthesis of non-independent data sets,
fixed and random effects methods, the performance of sensitivity analyses and model assessments,
the development of machine-based abstract screening, the increased use of meta-regression and the
problems of missing data. The Handbook also addresses the non-statistical aspects of research
synthesis, including searching the literature and developing schemes for gathering information from
study reports. Those engaged in research synthesis will find useful advice on how tables, graphs,
and narration can foster communication of the results of research syntheses. The third edition of the
Handbook provides comprehensive instruction in the skills necessary to conduct research syntheses
and represents the premier text on research synthesis. Praise for the first edition: The Handbook is a
comprehensive treatment of literature synthesis and provides practical advice for anyone deep in the



throes of, just teetering on the brink of, or attempting to decipher a meta-analysis. Given the
expanding application and importance of literature synthesis, understanding both its strengths and
weaknesses is essential for its practitioners and consumers. This volume is a good beginning for
those who wish to gain that understanding. —Chance Meta-analysis, as the statistical analysis of a
large collection of results from individual studies is called, has now achieved a status of
respectability in medicine. This respectability, when combined with the slight hint of mystique that
sometimes surrounds meta-analysis, ensures that results of studies that use it are treated with the
respect they deserve....The Handbook of Research Synthesis is one of the most important
publications in this subject both as a definitive reference book and a practical manual.—British
Medical Journal When the first edition of The Handbook of Research Synthesis was published in
1994, it quickly became the definitive reference for researchers conducting meta-analyses of
existing research in both the social and biological sciences. In this fully revised second edition,
editors Harris Cooper, Larry Hedges, and Jeff Valentine present updated versions of the Handbook's
classic chapters, as well as entirely new sections reporting on the most recent, cutting-edge
developments in the field. Research synthesis is the practice of systematically distilling and
integrating data from a variety of sources in order to draw more reliable conclusions about a given
question or topic. The Handbook of Research Synthesis and Meta-Analysis draws upon years of
groundbreaking advances that have transformed research synthesis from a narrative craft into an
important scientific process in its own right. Cooper, Hedges, and Valentine have assembled leading
authorities in the field to guide the reader through every stage of the research synthesis
process—problem formulation, literature search and evaluation, statistical integration, and report
preparation. The Handbook of Research Synthesis and Meta-Analysis incorporates state-of-the-art
techniques from all quantitative synthesis traditions. Distilling a vast technical literature and many
informal sources, the Handbook provides a portfolio of the most effective solutions to the problems
of quantitative data integration. Among the statistical issues addressed by the authors are the
synthesis of non-independent data sets, fixed and random effects methods, the performance of
sensitivity analyses and model assessments, and the problem of missing data. The Handbook of
Research Synthesis and Meta-Analysis also provides a rich treatment of the non-statistical aspects of
research synthesis. Topics include searching the literature, and developing schemes for gathering
information from study reports. Those engaged in research synthesis will also find useful advice on
how tables, graphs, and narration can be used to provide the most meaningful communication of the
results of research synthesis. In addition, the editors address the potentials and limitations of
research synthesis, and its future directions. The past decade has been a period of enormous growth
in the field of research synthesis. The second edition Handbook thoroughly revises original chapters
to assure that the volume remains the most authoritative source of information for researchers
undertaking meta-analysis today. In response to the increasing use of research synthesis in the
formation of public policy, the second edition includes a new chapter on both the strengths and
limitations of research synthesis in policy debates
  citation for textbooks: Law Search Books , 1923
  citation for textbooks: Pharmaceutical Practice E-Book Arthur J. Winfield, Judith Rees, Ian
Smith, 2009-07-21 This comprehensive book covers a wide range of subjects relevant to pharmacy
practice, including communication skills, managing a business, quality assurance, dispensing,
calculations, packaging, storage and labeling of medicines, sterilization, prescriptions,
hospital-based services, techniques and treatments, adverse drug reactions, pharmacoeconomics,
and medicines management. Features useful appendices on medical abbreviations, pharmaceutical
Latin terms, weights and measures, and presentation skills. This is a core text for pharmacy practice
and dispensing modules of the pharmacy curriculum Covers key exam material for essential review
and test preparation Features a user-friendly design with clear headings, chapter summaries, helpful
boxes, and key points Text restructured with 14 new or radically revised chapters. All text revised in
light of current pharmaceutical practice. New design using two colours.
  citation for textbooks: Research Techniques Habeeb Adewale Ajimotokan, 2022-09-19 This



book provides a hands-on guide towards conducting state-of-the-art engineering research and
gaining a patent. It lists pragmatic, step-by-step instructions that cover every stage in engineering
research and patent gaining, from choosing a topic to the presentation of research outcomes or
patent application. The topics include the introduction and basic concepts of engineering research;
research problem and questions; use of libraries, literature search and review; developing a
research plan; research data collection methods, analysis and interpretation; project report writing
and presentations; and inventions and patents. This book is ideal for engineering undergraduate and
postgraduate students and/or first-time or novice researchers and academics intending to launch
their research studies and careers.
  citation for textbooks: Perspectives on Plagiarism in China Yongyan Li, 2024-07-12 This
book examines the issue of plagiarism in the Chinese context of history and education, both in
classical and contemporary times. In view of the effort on a global scale to fight against plagiarism
and consolidating anti-plagiarism education, this book examines how plagiarism is conceptualized
and addressed in the Confucian Heritage Culture society of China. Employing qualitative content
analysis, genre analysis, and discourse analysis to examine Chinesemedium textual materials of
different kinds, this book offers new perspectives on the question of plagiarism in China. These
textual materials include classic and ancient Chinese books, modern newspapers in China
(1840–1949), academic literature, correspondence texts on plagiarism cases, and textbooks
published in China on Chinese and English academic writing. Inspiring future research and
educational initiatives aimed at addressing the problem of plagiarism in the contemporary world,
this book will appeal to students and scholars of education, Chinese history, and Asian studies.
  citation for textbooks: Legal Bibliography Frank Shepard Company, 1921
  citation for textbooks: Eloquent Science David Schultz, 2013-01-16 Mary Grace Soccio. My
writing could not please this kindhearted woman, no matter how hard I tried. Although Gifed and
Talented seventh-grade math posed no problem for me, the same was not true for Mrs. Soccio’s
English class. I was frustrated that my frst assignment only netted me a C. I worked harder, making
re- sion afer revision, a concept I had never really put much faith in before. At last, I produced an
essay that seemed the apex of what I was capable of wr- ing. Although the topic of that essay is now
lost to my memory, the grade I received was not: a B?. “Te best I could do was a B??” Te realization
sank in that maybe I was not such a good writer. In those days, my youthful hubris did not
understand abouc t apacity bui- ing. In other words, being challenged would result in my intellectual
growth— an academic restatement of Nietzsche’s “What does not destroy me, makes me stronger.”
Consequently, I asked to be withdrawn from Gifed and Talented English in the eighth grade.
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