
advanced placement textbooks
advanced placement textbooks are essential resources for high school students aiming to excel in
Advanced Placement (AP) courses, which offer college-level curricula and examinations to high
school students. These textbooks serve as foundational materials that not only prepare students for
AP exams but also equip them with the knowledge and skills necessary for success in higher
education. This article delves into the importance of advanced placement textbooks, explores the
various types available, discusses selection criteria, and highlights some of the top publishers in the
field. By understanding these aspects, educators and students can make informed choices about the
materials that best support academic achievement in AP courses.
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Understanding Advanced Placement Textbooks

Advanced placement textbooks are specifically designed to align with the AP curriculum set forth by
the College Board. These textbooks cover a wide range of subjects, including mathematics, sciences,
humanities, and social studies, providing comprehensive material that adheres to the rigorous
standards of AP courses. The primary goal of these textbooks is to prepare students for the AP
exams, which can earn them college credit if they achieve a qualifying score.

Moreover, advanced placement textbooks not only focus on exam preparation but also emphasize
critical thinking, analytical skills, and in-depth subject knowledge. This dual focus benefits students
by enhancing their understanding of the material while also sharpening their abilities to tackle
complex problems and concepts. In this way, AP textbooks contribute significantly to students'
overall academic development.

Types of Advanced Placement Textbooks

There is a diverse array of advanced placement textbooks tailored to various subjects and learning
styles. Understanding the different types can help students and educators choose the most effective



resources for their needs. The main categories of advanced placement textbooks include:

Standard Textbooks: These are comprehensive resources that cover the entire AP syllabus
and include chapters, exercises, and assessments.

Review Books: Focused on exam preparation, these books provide summaries, practice
questions, and strategies to help students succeed on the AP exams.

Supplemental Materials: These include workbooks, lab manuals, and online resources that
complement standard textbooks and enhance understanding through additional practice.

Digital Textbooks: Increasingly popular, these interactive resources offer multimedia
content, quizzes, and forums for discussion, providing a more engaging learning experience.

Key Selection Criteria for Advanced Placement
Textbooks

Choosing the right advanced placement textbook is crucial for maximizing educational outcomes.
Several key criteria should be considered during the selection process:

Curriculum Alignment

The textbook must align closely with the AP curriculum guidelines established by the College Board.
This ensures that all necessary topics are covered comprehensively and accurately.

Content Quality

High-quality content is essential for effective learning. Textbooks should present information clearly
and concisely, supported by evidence-based research and relevant examples.

Practice Opportunities

Effective textbooks include ample opportunities for practice through exercises, quizzes, and past
exam questions. This helps students reinforce their learning and gauge their readiness for the AP
exams.



Accessibility and Engagement

Textbooks should be accessible in terms of language and readability. Engaging materials that
incorporate visuals, case studies, and real-world applications can enhance student interest and
understanding.

Top Publishers of Advanced Placement Textbooks

Several publishers have established themselves as leaders in the field of advanced placement
textbooks, known for their quality and effectiveness. The following list highlights some of the most
reputable publishers:

Prentice Hall: Known for its comprehensive coverage and well-structured content, Prentice
Hall offers textbooks across various AP subjects.

McGraw-Hill Education: This publisher provides a wide range of textbooks with a focus on
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Wiley: Wiley's advanced placement textbooks are recognized for their rigorous content and
effective exam preparation strategies.

Cengage Learning: Cengage combines traditional print resources with digital tools to
enhance the learning experience.

Barron's Educational Series: Renowned for its review books, Barron’s offers effective
resources for exam preparation.

Tips for Using Advanced Placement Textbooks
Effectively

Maximizing the benefits of advanced placement textbooks requires strategic use. Here are some tips
to enhance learning outcomes:

Create a Study Schedule

Developing a study schedule can help students manage their time effectively, ensuring that all topics
are covered before the exam. Breaking down the material into manageable sections can prevent last-
minute cramming.



Utilize Practice Questions

Regularly working through practice questions and past AP exams can help familiarize students with
the exam format and types of questions they will encounter. This practice is essential for building
confidence and improving test-taking skills.

Engage with Supplemental Resources

Incorporating supplemental materials such as online resources, videos, and study groups can
provide additional perspectives and enhance understanding. Collaboration with peers can also
facilitate deeper discussions and learning.

Future Trends in Advanced Placement Textbooks

The landscape of advanced placement textbooks is evolving, influenced by technological
advancements and changing educational practices. Some key trends include:

Increased Digital Integration

As technology continues to advance, digital textbooks are becoming more prevalent. These
interactive resources often include multimedia elements, adaptive learning pathways, and online
assessments, which can cater to diverse learning styles.

Focus on Personalized Learning

Future advanced placement textbooks may increasingly offer personalized learning experiences,
allowing students to progress at their own pace and focus on specific areas where they may need
additional support.

Emphasis on Social-Emotional Learning

Textbooks may also begin to incorporate elements of social-emotional learning, helping students
develop skills such as resilience, teamwork, and communication, which are vital for success in both
academic and real-world settings.



Integration of Real-World Applications

There is a growing emphasis on connecting textbook content to real-world scenarios. This
integration can help students understand the relevance of what they are learning and how it applies
beyond the classroom.

FAQ Section

Q: What are advanced placement textbooks used for?
A: Advanced placement textbooks are used to provide high school students with the necessary
knowledge and skills to succeed in AP courses and exams, which can lead to college credit.

Q: How do I choose the best advanced placement textbook?
A: To choose the best advanced placement textbook, consider factors such as curriculum alignment,
content quality, practice opportunities, and accessibility.

Q: Are digital advanced placement textbooks effective?
A: Yes, digital advanced placement textbooks can be very effective, offering interactive features,
multimedia content, and immediate feedback that enhance the learning experience.

Q: Can I use multiple advanced placement textbooks for one
course?
A: Yes, using multiple advanced placement textbooks can provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the subject, as different books may offer varied perspectives and resources.

Q: What subjects are available for advanced placement
textbooks?
A: Advanced placement textbooks are available for a wide range of subjects, including AP Calculus,
AP Chemistry, AP U.S. History, AP English Literature, and many others.

Q: How do advanced placement textbooks support exam
preparation?
A: Advanced placement textbooks support exam preparation by providing comprehensive coverage
of the curriculum, practice questions, and strategies for tackling AP exam formats.



Q: Are there specific publishers known for advanced
placement textbooks?
A: Yes, notable publishers for advanced placement textbooks include Prentice Hall, McGraw-Hill
Education, Wiley, Cengage Learning, and Barron's Educational Series.

Q: What is the difference between standard textbooks and
review books?
A: Standard textbooks cover the complete AP syllabus in depth, while review books focus specifically
on exam preparation, offering summaries and practice questions.

Q: How can I best utilize advanced placement textbooks for
studying?
A: To best utilize advanced placement textbooks, create a study schedule, engage with practice
questions, and use supplemental resources for a well-rounded understanding of the material.

Q: What is the future of advanced placement textbooks?
A: The future of advanced placement textbooks is likely to involve increased digital integration,
personalized learning experiences, and a focus on real-world applications and social-emotional
learning.
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  advanced placement textbooks: United States History John J. Newman, John M. Schmalbach,
2009-10 To provide comprehensive review of U.S. history, from pre-Columbian cultures in the
Americas to the war in Iraq and thorough preparation for the Advanced Placement exam.
  advanced placement textbooks: Advanced Placement English Language and
Composition Brandon Abdon, Timothy Freitas, Lauren Peterson, 2020-09 Cover all the essential
content and prepare students for the AP English Language and Composition exam through a perfect
blend of engaging nonfiction readings, written by both classic and contemporary writers, and
practical writing instruction. Scaffolded activities develop student competence in close reading,
rhetorical analysis, and critical composition and revision skills. Students learn to develop key
rhetoric, argument, and synthesis skills and apply strategic stylistic choices at the college level.
Track student progress with unit reviews, assessments, and a full-length AP practice exam modeled
on the new course and exam description.
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  advanced placement textbooks: Amsco Advanced Placement United States Government &
Politicsamsco Advanced Placement United States Government & Politicsamsco Advanced Placement
United States Government & Politics David Wolfford, 2018-06 Equip your students to excel in the
new AP course and on the exam.
  advanced placement textbooks: AP® U.S. History All Access Book + Online + Mobile
Gregory Feldmeth, Christine Custred, 2015-01-19 All Access for the AP® U.S. History Exam Book +
Web + Mobile Completely Revised for the new 2015 Exam Everything you need to prepare for the
Advanced Placement® exam, in a study system built around you! There are many different ways to
prepare for an Advanced Placement® exam. What's best for you depends on how much time you
have to study and how comfortable you are with the subject matter. To score your highest, you need
a system that can be customized to fit you: your schedule, your learning style, and your current level
of knowledge. This book, and the online tools that come with it, will help you personalize your AP®
U.S. History prep by testing your understanding, pinpointing your weaknesses, and delivering
flashcard study materials unique to you. REA's All Access system allows you to create a personalized
study plan through three simple steps. Here's how it works: Review the Book: Study the topics
tested on the new AP® U.S. History exam and learn proven strategies that will help you tackle any
question you may see on test day. Test Yourself and Get Feedback: As you review the book, test
yourself with 9 end-of-chapter quizzes and 2 mini-tests. Score reports from your online tests and
quizzes give you a fast way to pinpoint what you really know and what you should spend more time
studying. Improve Your Score: Armed with your score reports, you can personalize your study plan.
Review the parts of the book where you are weakest, and use the REA Study Center to create your
own unique e-flashcards, adding to the 100 free cards included with the book. Visit The REA Study
Center for a suite of online tools: The best way to personalize your study plan is to get feedback on
what you know and what you don't. At the online REA Study Center, you can access three types of
assessment: topic-level quizzes, mini-tests, and a full-length practice test. Each of these tools
provides true-to-format questions and delivers a detailed score report that follows the topics set by
the College Board®. Topic Level Quizzes: Short, 15-minute quizzes are available throughout the
review and test your immediate understanding of the topics just covered. Mini-Tests: Two online
mini-tests cover what you've studied in each half of the book. These tests are like the actual AP®
U.S. History exam, only shorter, and will help you evaluate your overall understanding of the
subject. 2 Full-Length Practice Tests - 1 in the Book and 1 Online After you have finished reviewing
the book, take our full-length practice exams to test what you've learned. These practice tests give
you the most complete picture of your strengths and weaknesses. The online exam includes the
added benefits of timed testing, automatic scoring, and a detailed score report. Improving Your
Score with e-Flashcards: With your score reports from the quizzes and tests, you'll be able to see
exactly which AP® U.S. History topics you need to review. Use this information to create your own
flashcards for the areas where you are weak. And, because you will create these flashcards through
the REA Study Center, you'll be able to access them from any computer or smartphone. REA's All
Access test prep is a must-have for students taking the AP® U.S. History exam!
  advanced placement textbooks: AP® Psychology All Access Book + Online + Mobile Nancy
Fenton, Jessica Flitter, 2015-01-19 All Access for the AP® Psychology Exam Book + Web + Mobile
Revised for the 2015 Exam Everything you need to prepare for the Advanced Placement® exam, in a
study system built around you! There are many different ways to prepare for an Advanced
Placement® exam. What's best for you depends on how much time you have to study and how
comfortable you are with the subject matter. To score your highest, you need a system that can be
customized to fit you: your schedule, your learning style, and your current level of knowledge. This
book, and the online tools that come with it, will help you personalize your AP® Psychology prep by
testing your understanding, pinpointing your weaknesses, and delivering flashcard study materials
unique to you. REA's All Access system allows you to create a personalized study plan through three
simple steps: targeted review of exam content, assessment of your knowledge, and focused study in
the topics where you need the most help. Here's how it works: Review the Book: Study the topics



tested on the AP® Psychology exam and learn proven strategies that will help you tackle any
question you may see on test day. Test Yourself and Get Feedback: As you review the book, test
yourself with 7 end-of-chapter quizzes and 2 mini-tests. Score reports from your free online tests and
quizzes give you a fast way to pinpoint what you really know and what you should spend more time
studying. Improve Your Score: Armed with your score reports, you can personalize your study plan.
Review the parts of the book where you are weakest, and use the REA Study Center to create your
own unique e-flashcards, adding to the 100 free cards included with this book. Visit The REA Study
Center for a suite of online tools: The best way to personalize your study plan is to get frequent
feedback on what you know and what you don't. At the online REA Study Center, you can access
three types of assessment: topic-level quizzes, mini-tests, and a full-length practice test. Each of
these tools provides true-to-format questions and delivers a detailed score report that follows the
topics set by the College Board®. Topic Level Quizzes: Short, 15-minute quizzes are available
throughout the review and test your immediate understanding of the topics just covered. Mini-Tests:
Two online mini-tests cover what you've studied in each half of the book. These tests are like the
actual AP® Psychology exam, only shorter, and will help you evaluate your overall understanding of
the subject. Full-Length Practice Test: After you've finished reviewing the book, take our full-length
practice exam to practice under test-day conditions. Available both in this book and online, this test
gives you the most complete picture of your strengths and weaknesses. We strongly recommend that
you take the online version of the exam for the added benefits of timed testing, automatic scoring,
and a detailed score report. Improving Your Score with e-Flashcards: With your score reports from
the quizzes and tests, you'll be able to see exactly which AP® Psychology topics you need to review.
Use this information to create your own flashcards for the areas where you are weak. And, because
you will create these flashcards through the REA Study Center, you can access them from any
computer or smartphone. REA's All Access test prep is a must-have for students taking the AP®
Psychology exam!
  advanced placement textbooks: AP Philip Michael Sadler, Gerhard Sonnert, Robert H. Tai,
Kristin Klopfenstein, 2010 Draws together the most recent and rigorous research on the strengths
and weaknesses of the Advanced Placement program. Examines closely the differences between AP
and other high school courses, as well as variations among AP courses. In-depth studies gauge the
impact of AP coursework on student performance in college. Finally, researchers examine the use of
AP information in college admissions. From publisher description.
  advanced placement textbooks: World History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement
Examination, 2018 Edition Editors, 2017-09 This text is designed for a one-semester or one-year
World History course for students preparing to take the current AP World History exam. Includes
Summer 2017 College Board revisions to the course and exam description. Teachers can assign the
book as the course textbook or as a supplement to a college-level textbook.
  advanced placement textbooks: AP® European History Crash Course, 2nd Ed., Book +
Online Larry Krieger, Patti Harrold, 2016-02-10 Fully revised for the new 2016 exam.--Cover.
  advanced placement textbooks: Advanced Placement Economics John S. Morton, 2003 The
teacher guide accompanies the student activities books in macro and microeconomics for teaching
collegelevel economics in AP Economics courses. The publication contains course outlines, unit
plans, teaching instructions, and answers to the student activities and sample tests.
  advanced placement textbooks: AP English Language and Composition 2020 and 2021: AP
English Language and Composition Prep Book with Practice Test Questions for the Advanced
Placeme Test Prep Books, 2020-02-21 Test Prep Books' AP English Language and Composition 2020
and 2021: AP English Language and Composition Prep Book with Practice Test Questions for the
Advanced Placement Test [2nd Edition] Made by Test Prep Books experts for test takers trying to
achieve a great score on the AP English exam. This comprehensive study guide includes: -Quick
Overview Find out what's inside this guide! -Test-Taking Strategies Learn the best tips to help
overcome your exam! -Introduction Get a thorough breakdown of what the test is and what's on it!
-Reading Comprehension -Components of a Text -Rhetorical Strategies -Evidence and Support



-Free-Response -Writing a Response -Conventions of Standard English -Rhetorical Analysis
-Synthesis -Argumentation -Practice Questions Practice makes perfect! -Detailed Answer
Explanations Figure out where you went wrong and how to improve! Disclaimer: *AP(R) and
Advanced Placement(R) are trademarks registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with,
and does not endorse, this product. Studying can be hard. We understand. That's why we created
this guide. Each section of the test has a comprehensive review created by Test Prep Books. These
reviews go into detail to cover all of the AP English & Composition exam. The Test Prep Books AP
English & Composition practice test questions are followed by answer explanations. If you miss a
question, it's important to understand why. That way, you can avoid missing it again in the future.
The answer explanations will help you learn from your mistakes. Knowing the latest test-taking
strategies is essential for the exam. A test taker has to understand the material that is being
covered. They also must be familiar with test strategies. These strategies are necessary to properly
use the time provided. They also help test takers complete the test without making any errors. Test
Prep Books has provided the top test-taking tips. Anyone planning to take this exam should take
advantage of this Test Prep Books study guide. Purchase it today to receive access to: -AP English &
Composition review materials -Practice test questions -Test-taking strategies
  advanced placement textbooks: AP® U.S. History Crash Course Book + Online Larry
Krieger, Gregory Feldmeth, 2015-01-19 REA's Crash Course for the AP® U.S. History Exam - Gets
You a Higher Advanced Placement® Score in Less Time Completely Revised for the 2015 Exam!
Crash Course is perfect for the time-crunched student, the last-minute studier, or anyone who wants
a refresher on the subject. Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced
Placement® U.S. History exam yet? How will you memorize everything you need to know before the
test? Do you wish there was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND boost your score? If this
sounds like you, don't panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S. History is just what you need. Our
Crash Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need to Know Fully
revised for the 2015 AP® U.S. History exam, this Crash Course is based on an in-depth analysis of
the revised AP® U.S. History course description outline and sample AP® test questions. It covers
only the information tested on the new exam, so you can make the most of your valuable study time.
Expert Test-taking Strategies Crash Course presents detailed, question-level strategies for
answering both the multiple-choice and essay questions. By following this advice, you can boost your
score in every section of the test. Take REA's Online Practice Exam After studying the material in
the Crash Course, go to the online REA Study Center and test what you've learned. Our practice
exam features timed testing, detailed explanations of answers, and automatic scoring analysis. The
exam is balanced to include every topic and type of question found on the actual AP® exam, so you
know you're studying the smart way. Whether you're cramming for the test at the last minute,
looking for extra review, or want to study on your own in preparation for the exams - this is the
study guide every AP® U.S. History student must have. When it's crucial crunch time and your
Advanced Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S.
History!
  advanced placement textbooks: Advanced Placement World History: Modern Editors,
2019-09
  advanced placement textbooks: Amsco's Ap Biology Sebastian Haskel, 2006-01-20 This
edition prepares high school students for the AP biology examination.
  advanced placement textbooks: Advanced Placement United States Government & Politics,
3rd Edition David Wolfford, 2020-09 A concise and accessible Coursebook presenting the essential
content and skills for the latest AP U.S. Government and Politics course. Includes free-response and
multiple-choice practice questions that parallel questions that appear on the national exam.
  advanced placement textbooks: College Physics for AP Courses 2e Irna Lyublinskaya,
Gregory A. Wolfe, Douglas Ingram, Liza Pujji, Sudhi Oberoi, Nathan Czuba, 2022 OpenStax College
Physics for AP Courses 2e is designed to engage students in their exploration of physics and help
them apply these concepts to the Advanced Placement test. The AP Connection in each chapter



directs students to the material they should focus on for the AP exam.
  advanced placement textbooks: Advanced Placement Calculus AB J. E. Koenka, Roger F.
Allen, 2005 This A.P. Calculus textbook is unique, with original problems from decades of classroom
work. It is complete, requiring no other resources, having been field-tested with excellent exam
results.
  advanced placement textbooks: Learning in the Fast Lane Chester E. Finn (Jr.), Andrew E.
Scanlan, 2019-09-17 More than three million high-school students take five million Advanced
Placement exams each May, yet remarkably little is known about how this sixty-year-old,
privately-run program, has become one of U.S. education's greatest successes. From its mid-century
origin as a tiny option for privileged kids from posh schools, AP has also emerged as a booster rocket
into college for hundreds of thousands of disadvantaged youngsters. It challenges smart kids, affects
school ratings, affords rewarding classroom challenges to great teachers, tunes up entire schools,
and draws vast support from philanthropists, education reformers and policymakers. AP stands as
America's foremost source of college-level academics for high school pupils. Praised for its rigor and
integrity, more than 22,000 schools now offer some-or many-of its thirty-eight subjects, from Latin to
calculus, art to computer science. But challenges abound today, as AP faces stiffening competition
(especially dual credit), curriculum wars, charges of elitism, misgivings by elite schools and
universities, and the arduous work of infusing rigor into schools that lack it and academic success
into young people unaccustomed to it. In today's polarized climate, can Advanced Placement
maintain its lofty standards and overcome the hostility, politics and despair that have sunk so many
other bold education ventures? Advanced Placement: The Unsung Success Story of American
Education is a unique account-richly documented and thoroughly readable-of the AP program in all
its strengths and travails, written by two of America's most respected education analysts--
  advanced placement textbooks: Advanced Placement United States History, 2020 Edition
John J. Newman, John Schmalbach, 2019-06
  advanced placement textbooks: The Best Test Preparation for the Advanced Placement
Examination in United States History Jerome A. McDuffie, Gary Wayne Piggrem, Steven E.
Woodworth, 1990-01-01 A NEWER EDITION OF THIS TITLE IS AVAILABLE. SEE ISBN:
978-0-7386-0625-5 Get the AP college credits you''ve worked so hard for... Our savvy test experts
show you the way to master the test and score higher. This new and fully expanded edition includes
a comprehensive review course of all the topics covered on the exam: the Colonial Period, the
American Revolution, the U.S. Constitution, Westward expansion, the Civil War, Reconstruction,
Industrialism, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Vietnam Era, Watergate, Carter,
and the New Conservatism. Features 6 full-length practice exams with all answers thoroughly
explained. Follow up your study with REA''s test-taking strategies, powerhouse drills and study
schedule that get you ready for test day. DETAILS - Comprehensive, up-to-date subject review of
every US history topic used in the AP exam - Study schedule tailored to your needs - Packed with
proven key exam tips, insights and advice - 6 full-length practice exams. All exam answers are fully
detailed with easy-to-follow, easy-to-grasp explanations. TABLE OF CONTENTS ABOUT RESEARCH
& EDUCATION ASSOCIATION ABOUT THE BOOK ABOUT THE TEST ABOUT THE REVIEW
SECTION SCORING THE EXAM CONTACTING THE AP PROGRAM AP U.S. HISTORY STUDY
SCHEDULE AP UNITED STATES HISTORY COURSE REVIEW 1 The Colonial Period (1500-1763) 2
The American Revolution (1763-1787) 3 The United States Constitution (1787-1789) 4 The New
Nation (1789-1824) 5 Jacksonian Democracy and Westward Expansion (1824-1850) 6 Sectional
Conflict and the Causes of the Civil War (1850-1860) 7 The Civil War and Reconstruction
(1860-1877) 8 Industrialism, War, and the Progressive Era (1877-1912) 9 Wilson and World War I
(1912-1920) 10 The Roaring Twenties and Economic Collapse (1920-1929) 11 The Great Depression
and the New Deal (1929-1941) 12 World War II and the Post-War Era (1941-1960) 13 The New
Frontier, Vietnam, and Social Upheaval (1960-1972) 14 Watergate, Carter, and the New
Conservatism (1972-2001) AP UNITED STATES HISTORY PRACTICE TESTS Test 1 Answer Sheet
Answer Key Detailed Explanations of Answers Test 2 Answer Sheet Answer Key Detailed



Explanations of Answers Test 3 Answer Sheet Answer Key Detailed Explanations of Answers Test 4
Answer Sheet Answer Key Detailed Explanations of Answers Test 5 Answer Sheet Answer Key
Detailed Explanations of Answers Test 6 Answer Sheet Answer Key Detailed Explanations of
Answers AP US HISTORY EXCERPT ABOUT THE BOOK This book gives you all the tools you''ll need
to master the Advanced Placement Examination in United States History. REA''s concise review is
the perfect companion to your textbook readings and classroom discussion. And our six full-length
practice tests, all based on the current format of the AP exam, mirror the actual test-taking
experience. We don''t stop there, however. Following each exam you''ll find an answer key complete
with detailed explanations that tell you not just what''s correct but why. By studying our review
section, completing all six practice exams, and carefully checking the answer explanations, you''ll be
able to completely inventory your strengths and weaknesses. Follow our study schedule (see page x)
and when test day rolls around, you''ll have everything you need to be completely at ease with the
material. Teachers, too, will find this book an excellent resource for the Advanced Placement course
in U.S. History. In fact, many AP instructors use it as a supplementary text because it so
comprehensively supports and addresses specific curriculum objectives for the course and exam.
ABOUT THE TEST The Advanced Placement Program is designed to allow high school students to
pursue college-level studies while attending high school. The three-hour five-minute AP U.S. History
exam is usually given to high school students who have completed a year''s study in a college-level
U.S. History course. The test results are then used to determine the awarding of course credit
and/or advanced course placement in college. According to the College Board, students taking this
exam are called upon to demonstrate systematic factual knowledge and bring to bear critical,
persuasive analysis of the full sweep of U.S. history. This is why we make every effort to establish
and build upon context for you, rather than encouraging rote memorization of disconnected facts.
The AP U.S. History Exam is divided into two sections: 1) Multiple-Choice: This section is composed
of 80 multiple-choice questions designed to gauge your ability to understand and analyze U.S.
history from the Colonial period to the present. The majority of the questions, however, are based on
19th- and 20th-century history. This section tests factual knowledge, scope of preparation, and
knowledge-based analytical skills. You''ll have 55 minutes to complete this section, which accounts
for 50 percent of your final grade. 2) Free-Response: This section is composed of three essay
questions designed to measure your ability to write coherent, intelligent, well-organized essays on
historical topics. The essays require you to demonstrate mastery of historical interpretation and the
ability to express views and knowledge in writing. The essays may relate documents to different
areas, analyze common themes of different time periods, or compare individual and group
experiences which reflect socioeconomic, racial, gender, and ethnic differences. Part A consists of a
mandatory 15-minute reading period, followed by 45 minutes during which you must answer a
document-based question (DBQ), which changes from year to year. In Part B the student chooses to
answer on two of the topics that are given. You will have 70 minutes to write these essays. The
free-response section counts for 50 percent of your final grade. These topics are broken down into
thirds: - Political Institutions (1/3rd) - Social and Economic Change (1/3rd) - Behavior and Public
Policy, Diplomacy and International Relations, Intellectual and Cultural Development (1/3rd) The
time periods covered are as follows: - Pre-Colonial through 1789 (1/6th of exam) - 1790-1914 (1/2 of
exam) - 1915-present (1/3rd of exam) ABOUT THE REVIEW SECTION This book begins with REA''s
concise yet thorough 230-page review of U.S. history designed to acquaint you with the exam''s
scope of coverage. Our review covers these topics and historical time periods: - The Colonial Period
(1500-1763) - The American Revolution (1763-1787) - The United States Constitution (1787-1789) -
The New National (1789-1824) - Jacksonian Democracy and Westward Expansion (1824-1850) -
Sectional Conflict and The Causes of the Civil War (1850-1860) - The Civil War and Reconstruction
(1860-1877) - Industrialism, War, and the Progressive Era (1877-1912) - Wilson and World War I
(1912-1920) - The Roaring Twenties and Economic Collapse (1920-1929) - The Great Depression and
the New Deal (1929-1941) - World War II and the Post-War Era (1941-1960) - The New Frontier,
Vietnam, and Social Upheaval (1960-1972) - Watergate, Carter, and the New Conservatism



(1972-2001) SCORING THE EXAM The multiple-choice section of the exam is scored by crediting
each correct answer with one point and deducting one-fourth of a point for each incorrect answer.
You will neither receive a credit nor suffer a deduction for unanswered questions. The free-response
essays are graded by instructors and professors from across the country who come together each
June for a week of non-stop AP essay grading. Each essay booklet is read and scored by several
graders. Each grader provides a score for the individual essays. The DBQ is scored on a scale from 0
to 15, 0 being the lowest and 15 the highest. Each topic-based essay receives a score from 0 to 9.
These scores are concealed so that each grader is unaware of the previous graders'' assessments.
When the essays have been graded completely, the scores are averaged-one score for each essay-so
that the free-response section generates three scores. The total weight of the free-response section
is 50 percent of the total score. Your work in the multiple-choice section counts for the other 50
percent. Each year, grades fluctuate slightly because the grading scale is adjusted to take into
account the performance of the total AP U.S. History test-taker population. When used with the
corresponding chart, the scoring method we present here will strongly approximate the score you
would receive if you were sitting for the actual AP U.S. History exam. SCORING THE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION For the multiple-choice section, use this formula to calculate your
raw score: Number right - (number wrong x 1/4) = raw score (round to the nearest whole number)
SCORING THE FREE-RESPONSE SECTION For the free-response section, use this formula to
calculate your raw score: DBQ + Essay #1 + Essay #2 + = raw score (round to the nearest whole
number) You may want to give your essays three different grades, such as a 13, 10, and an 8, and
then calculate your score three ways: as if you di
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complete the test without making any errors. Test Prep Books has provided the top test-taking tips.
Customer Service: We love taking care of our test takers. We make sure that you interact with a real
human being when you email your comments or concerns. Anyone planning to take this exam should
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English exam review materials AP English Literature and Composition practice exam answer key
Test-taking strategies
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