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edition
annotated bibliography example apa 6th edition serves as a vital tool for researchers and
students aiming to organize, summarize, and critically evaluate their academic sources. This
comprehensive guide delves into the precise requirements and best practices for creating an effective
annotated bibliography structured according to the American Psychological Association's (APA) 6th
edition guidelines. We will explore the fundamental components of an annotation, from accurate
citation formatting to the art of concise summary, astute evaluation, and thoughtful reflection on a
source's relevance. Understanding these intricacies is crucial for producing a scholarly work that
demonstrates a deep engagement with your research materials. Whether you are new to academic
writing or seeking to refine your skills, this article provides detailed instructions and practical
examples to master the APA 6th edition annotated bibliography. It covers everything from general
formatting to common pitfalls, ensuring your bibliography meets the highest academic standards.
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Understanding the Annotated Bibliography in APA 6th
Edition
An annotated bibliography is more than just a list of sources; it is a critical engagement with the
scholarly literature relevant to a particular topic or research question. For academic purposes,
especially within the social sciences, education, and psychology, adhering to the APA 6th edition
guidelines is paramount. This specialized bibliography provides a concise summary and a critical
evaluation of each source, offering readers a clear understanding of the material's content, quality,
and relevance to your study. It acts as a foundational step in the research process, helping to solidify
your understanding of the existing body of knowledge.

The primary purpose of an annotated bibliography is twofold: it helps the researcher consolidate and
organize their sources, and it allows them to demonstrate their comprehension and analytical skills.
By summarizing and critically assessing each piece of literature, you not only prepare for writing your
research paper but also showcase your ability to distinguish credible, pertinent information from less
relevant or unreliable sources. This process is instrumental in developing a strong, evidence-based
argument for your own work.



The Core Components of an APA 6th Edition Annotation
Each entry in an APA 6th edition annotated bibliography typically consists of two main parts: the full
APA 6th edition reference citation and the annotation itself. The annotation, usually a single
paragraph ranging from 100 to 200 words, is where the analytical work takes place. It should flow
directly beneath the reference entry, often indented for clarity. While specific requirements may vary
slightly depending on instructor guidelines, a standard annotation generally includes a summary, an
evaluation, and a reflection on the source's relevance.

Breaking down these components ensures a comprehensive analysis. The summary section
condenses the main arguments, purpose, and findings of the source. The evaluation critically
assesses the source's strengths, weaknesses, credibility, and methodology. Finally, the relevance
section connects the source directly to your research, explaining how it informs, supports, or
challenges your own arguments or understanding of the topic. Mastering these three elements is key
to producing a high-quality annotated bibliography.

Key Formatting Guidelines for an APA 6th Edition
Annotated Bibliography
Adhering to the specific formatting rules of the APA 6th edition is crucial for academic assignments.
While the content of your annotations is vital, presenting them correctly demonstrates
professionalism and attention to detail. The overall structure of an annotated bibliography follows
many of the same general guidelines as a standard APA reference list, with specific adaptations for
the annotation text.

The entire document should be double-spaced, using a readable font such as Times New Roman 12-
point. Page margins should be one inch on all sides. A running head and page numbers are typically
required, consistent with standard APA paper formatting. The title of the bibliography itself, often
"Annotated Bibliography" or "Annotated Reference List," should be centered at the top of the first
page, followed by your entries.

Citing Sources According to APA 6th Edition Rules
Each entry begins with the full reference citation formatted according to APA 6th edition guidelines.
This means carefully constructing citations for books, journal articles, websites, and other source
types, paying close attention to author names, publication dates, titles, and publication information.
Sources are listed alphabetically by the first author's last name or by the title if no author is present.
A hanging indent should be applied to each reference entry, meaning the first line of the citation is
flush left, and subsequent lines are indented by 0.5 inches.

Accuracy in citations is non-negotiable, as incorrect formatting can detract from the scholarly
presentation. Utilizing reliable APA style guides or citation management tools can assist in ensuring
that every comma, period, and italicization is precisely placed. This meticulousness sets the stage for
the analytical portion of your annotation and underscores your commitment to academic rigor.

Structuring Each Annotation
Immediately following the APA 6th edition reference entry, the annotation text begins. The annotation



itself is typically indented a further 0.5 inches from the hanging indent of the reference entry,
creating a block of text that is clearly distinguishable as the analytical component. This double indent
visually separates the annotation from the citation and from the subsequent reference entry.

The length of the annotation can vary, but a single paragraph between 100-200 words is a common
requirement. It should be concise yet comprehensive, avoiding unnecessary jargon or overly informal
language. The goal is to convey the essential information and your critical assessment efficiently.
Here’s a breakdown of what to include:

Summary: Briefly state the main argument, thesis, and overall purpose of the source. Include
key findings or methodologies if pertinent.

Evaluation: Assess the source's credibility, strengths, weaknesses, and potential biases.
Consider the author's expertise, the research methods used, and the overall quality of the
evidence presented.

Relevance: Explain how the source contributes to your research or understanding of the topic.
Discuss its usefulness, how it supports or contradicts other sources, or how it shapes your own
perspective.

Maintaining a clear, objective, and academic tone throughout the annotation is essential. While you
are offering a critical assessment, it should be based on evidence and logical reasoning, not personal
opinion.

Crafting Effective Annotations: Summary, Evaluation,
and Reflection
The quality of your annotated bibliography hinges on your ability to craft insightful and well-
structured annotations. Beyond simply adhering to APA 6th edition formatting, the intellectual depth
of your summary, evaluation, and reflection is what truly distinguishes an exemplary annotated
bibliography. Each component plays a crucial role in demonstrating your understanding and critical
engagement with the source material.

Developing strong annotations requires careful reading and analysis of each source. It’s not enough to
skim; you must deeply engage with the text to grasp its nuances. This practice not only strengthens
your annotated bibliography but also significantly improves your overall research and academic
writing skills.

Summarizing the Source
The summary portion of your annotation should provide a concise overview of the source's main
ideas. Think of it as an abstract written by you. Identify the author's central thesis or argument, the
primary purpose of the work, and the key findings or conclusions. If the source presents a research
study, briefly mention its methodology (e.g., experimental design, qualitative analysis) and the main
results. Avoid going into excessive detail; the aim is to capture the essence of the work in a few
sentences.

Focus on objectivity. Present the author's ideas fairly and accurately without introducing your own



interpretations or judgments in this section. Use reporting verbs (e.g., "The authors argue," "This
study found," "Smith (2010) suggests") to clearly attribute the ideas to the original source. The
summary prepares the reader for your subsequent critical analysis and reflection on relevance.

Evaluating the Source's Credibility and Impact
The evaluation component moves beyond mere description to critical assessment. Here, you analyze
the source's strengths and weaknesses. Consider questions such as: Is the author an expert in the
field? Is the research methodology sound and appropriate? Is the evidence presented compelling and
well-supported? Are there any discernible biases or limitations? How does this source compare in
quality to others you’ve encountered on the topic?

Assess the source's overall contribution to the academic discourse. Does it introduce new ideas,
challenge existing theories, or provide a comprehensive review of the literature? Critically examining
these aspects enhances the value of your annotated bibliography, demonstrating your ability to
discern authoritative and reliable information, which is a cornerstone of effective scholarly research.

Explaining the Source's Relevance to Your Research
The final part of your annotation connects the source directly to your own research project or the
broader context of your academic inquiry. This section explains why you chose this source and how it
contributes to your understanding or argument. Consider whether the source provides background
information, supports a specific point you plan to make, offers counterarguments to your thesis, or
helps you define key terms.

Clearly articulate the practical or theoretical utility of the source. For example, you might explain how
it informs your research question, helps shape your methodology, or offers data that strengthens your
conclusions. This reflective element demonstrates a deeper engagement with the material,
showcasing your ability to integrate diverse perspectives into a cohesive research narrative. It is this
relevance that truly personalizes the annotated bibliography, making it an invaluable tool for your
academic work.

Annotated Bibliography Example APA 6th Edition: A
Practical Walkthrough
To solidify understanding, let's walk through an annotated bibliography example following APA 6th
edition guidelines. Imagine you are researching the impact of social media on adolescent mental
health. We will provide sample entries for different types of sources, illustrating the correct formatting
and content for both the citation and the annotation.

Each example demonstrates the hanging indent for the reference entry and the additional indentation
for the annotation paragraph. Pay close attention to the details of the citation format and the three
components within each annotation: summary, evaluation, and relevance.

Example Reference Entry (Book)
A book often provides foundational or comprehensive information. Here’s how you might cite and



annotate one:

Twenge, J. M. (2017). iGen: Why today’s super-connected kids are growing up less rebellious,
more tolerant, less happy—and completely unprepared for adulthood—and what that means
for the rest of us. Atria Books.

In iGen, Jean M. Twenge analyzes generational shifts, focusing on the current cohort of
adolescents and young adults (iGen), who have grown up with smartphones and social
media. Twenge argues that this generation exhibits distinct psychological profiles
compared to previous ones, including higher rates of anxiety, depression, and
loneliness, attributing these trends largely to increased digital engagement and
decreased in-person social interaction. The book utilizes extensive correlational data
from large-scale surveys to support its claims. While presenting a compelling argument
backed by substantial data, some critics suggest that the correlational nature of the
data limits the ability to establish direct causation, and the interpretations may
sometimes oversimplify complex social phenomena. Nevertheless, this source is highly
relevant to my research on social media's impact on adolescent mental health as it
provides a robust, data-driven overview of a generation shaped by digital technology,
offering a significant theoretical framework and supporting empirical evidence for
negative mental health outcomes associated with excessive screen time.

Example Reference Entry (Journal Article)
Journal articles are crucial for current and peer-reviewed research:

Kelly, Y., Zilanawala, A., Booker, C., & Sacker, A. (2019). Social media use and adolescent
mental health: A cohort study. The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health, 3(2), 110-119.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-4642(18)30386-6

This longitudinal cohort study by Kelly et al. investigates the association between social
media use and mental health outcomes in adolescents aged 10-15 using data from the
UK Millennium Cohort Study. The authors found a significant dose-response relationship
between social media frequency and psychological distress, particularly among girls,
even after controlling for pre-existing mental health problems. The methodology
employed, a large-scale longitudinal study, lends considerable strength to the findings
by providing a more robust measure of association over time than cross-sectional
designs. However, self-reported data for social media use and mental health symptoms
could introduce bias. This article is exceptionally relevant to my research because it
offers recent, peer-reviewed empirical evidence demonstrating a direct link between
increased social media engagement and adverse mental health in a large adolescent
population, thereby reinforcing and adding specificity to the broader claims made by
other researchers.

Example Reference Entry (Website)
Reputable websites can offer organizational data or policy information:

National Institute of Mental Health. (2020, May). Social media and the mental health of
adolescents. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/social-media-and-the-mental-health-of-adolescents

This webpage from the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) provides an overview

https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-4642(18)30386-6
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/social-media-and-the-mental-health-of-adolescents


of the current understanding regarding the relationship between social media use and
adolescent mental health. It synthesizes findings from various studies, discussing both
potential risks (e.g., cyberbullying, comparison, sleep deprivation) and benefits (e.g.,
social support, identity formation). As a governmental health agency, NIMH is a highly
credible source, providing an objective and evidence-based summary of the complex
issue without advocating a particular stance. The information presented is well-
researched, though it lacks the depth of a specific empirical study. This source is
valuable for my research as it offers a comprehensive, authoritative summary of the
existing literature and identifies key areas of concern and potential positive effects,
providing a balanced perspective that helps frame my research question and
acknowledge the multifaceted nature of social media's impact.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in APA 6th Edition
Annotated Bibliographies
Even with clear guidelines, common errors can diminish the quality of an annotated bibliography.
Being aware of these pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your work meets the high standards
expected in academic contexts, especially when adhering to an APA 6th edition annotated
bibliography example.

Paying close attention to detail and proofreading are essential steps to catching and correcting these
common mistakes before submission. A polished and accurate annotated bibliography reflects well on
your research abilities and overall academic performance.

Incorrect Citation Format
One of the most frequent errors is failing to correctly format the reference citations according to APA
6th edition rules. This includes mistakes in author names, publication dates, titles (e.g., italicization,
capitalization), journal volume/issue numbers, and DOI/URL inclusion. Each element has specific
formatting requirements that must be precisely followed. Inconsistent or incorrect formatting can lead
to lower grades and can be seen as a lack of academic rigor.

Double-checking every citation against a reliable APA style guide or using a reputable citation
generator (and then verifying its output) can prevent these common formatting slip-ups. Remember
the hanging indent for the reference entry itself.

Annotations Too Brief or Too Long
Striking the right balance in annotation length can be challenging. An annotation that is too brief
might only summarize the source without offering critical evaluation or explaining relevance, thereby
failing to meet the assignment's objectives. Conversely, an annotation that is too long (e.g.,
exceeding 200-250 words) can become overly detailed, losing its conciseness and potentially
becoming a mini-review rather than a focused annotation.

Aim for the suggested word count (e.g., 100-200 words) and ensure all three core components
(summary, evaluation, relevance) are addressed adequately but efficiently. Practice synthesizing
information and writing concisely to achieve the optimal length and depth.



Lack of Critical Analysis
A purely descriptive annotation that only summarizes the source, without offering any critical
evaluation or reflection on its relevance, misses a significant part of the assignment's purpose. The
critical assessment of a source’s strengths, weaknesses, methodology, and biases is what elevates an
annotated bibliography beyond a simple summary exercise.

Always include a segment that analyzes the source's quality, credibility, and contribution to the field.
Explain why the source is valuable or what its limitations are, and then explicitly state how it relates
to your specific research. This demonstrates higher-order thinking and engagement with the material.

Plagiarism Issues
Although less common in annotations than in research papers, plagiarism can still occur if students
directly copy sentences or phrases from the original source without proper quotation marks and
attribution, or if they paraphrase too closely without rephrasing ideas entirely in their own words.
Even in a summary, the language should be original.

Ensure that all content within your annotation, even summaries, is written in your own words. If you
must use a direct quote from the source, it should be enclosed in quotation marks and include the
page number (or paragraph number for online sources) in parentheses, following APA 6th edition in-
text citation guidelines. However, direct quotes are generally discouraged in annotations, as the goal
is to demonstrate your ability to synthesize and analyze.

Mastering the annotated bibliography in APA 6th edition is a valuable skill that transcends individual
assignments, laying a strong foundation for advanced research and academic writing. By carefully
crafting each citation and annotation according to the detailed guidelines provided, you not only fulfill
assignment requirements but also cultivate critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and information
literacy skills that are indispensable in any scholarly pursuit. The ability to concisely summarize,
critically evaluate, and thoughtfully reflect on sources demonstrates a profound engagement with
your topic, preparing you for successful academic endeavors.

Q: What is the main purpose of an annotated bibliography in
APA 6th edition?
A: The main purpose of an annotated bibliography in APA 6th edition is to provide a comprehensive
list of sources, each followed by a concise paragraph (the annotation) that summarizes, critically
evaluates, and explains the relevance of that source to a specific research topic or project. It
demonstrates the researcher's engagement with the literature and helps organize their understanding
of existing scholarship.

Q: How long should each annotation typically be in an APA 6th
edition annotated bibliography?
A: While specific word counts can vary based on instructor requirements, a standard annotation in an
APA 6th edition annotated bibliography is usually a single paragraph ranging from 100 to 200 words.
The key is to be concise yet comprehensive, covering the source's summary, evaluation, and



relevance.

Q: Is a title page required for an APA 6th edition annotated
bibliography?
A: Yes, generally, an annotated bibliography following APA 6th edition guidelines requires a title page,
especially if it's a standalone assignment. The title page should include the paper title ("Annotated
Bibliography" or a more specific title related to your topic), your name, your institution, the course
name, and the instructor's name, formatted according to APA standards. A running head and page
numbers are also typically included.

Q: How do I evaluate a source's credibility for my annotation?
A: To evaluate a source's credibility, consider several factors: the author's expertise and credentials,
the publisher's reputation (e.g., peer-reviewed journal vs. popular blog), the recency of the
publication, the methodology used (if applicable) and its soundness, the evidence presented to
support claims, and any potential biases. Assessing these elements helps determine the source's
reliability and scholarly value.

Q: Can I use direct quotes from the source within my
annotation?
A: While technically permissible with proper APA 6th edition in-text citation and quotation marks,
direct quotes are generally discouraged in annotations. The primary goal of an annotation is to
demonstrate your ability to synthesize and critically analyze the source in your own words. Over-
reliance on quotes suggests a lack of understanding or analytical engagement. Paraphrasing and
summarizing in your own language are preferred.

Q: How should sources be ordered in an APA 6th edition
annotated bibliography?
A: Sources in an APA 6th edition annotated bibliography should be listed alphabetically by the first
author's last name. If a source has no author, it should be alphabetized by its title, ignoring initial
articles like "A," "An," or "The." This alphabetical arrangement is consistent with standard APA
reference list formatting.

Q: What is the difference between an annotated bibliography
and a regular reference list?
A: A regular reference list (or bibliography) simply lists the sources cited in a paper, providing full
citation details according to a specific style (like APA 6th edition). An annotated bibliography,
however, includes not only the full reference citation but also an additional paragraph (the
"annotation") for each source. This annotation provides a summary, critical evaluation, and



explanation of the source's relevance, offering a deeper engagement with the literature.

Q: Do I need to use specific headings within my annotation
(e.g., "Summary," "Evaluation," "Relevance")?
A: No, specific subheadings like "Summary," "Evaluation," or "Relevance" are typically not used within
individual annotations. The annotation itself should be a single, cohesive paragraph where these three
components flow naturally from one point to the next. The transitions should be smooth,
demonstrating a logical progression of thought without explicit labels.
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