
apa 7th edition citing youtube video
apa 7th edition citing youtube video correctly is an essential skill for students, researchers, and
professionals who frequently incorporate multimedia content into their academic and professional
work. The seventh edition of the American Psychological Association (APA) style guide provides clear,
standardized guidelines to ensure proper attribution and academic integrity when referencing online
videos, including those found on platforms like YouTube. This comprehensive guide will meticulously
break down the process of creating both reference list entries and in-text citations for YouTube
videos, addressing various scenarios and offering practical examples. Understanding these specific
requirements helps maintain clarity, allows readers to locate the source material, and upholds ethical
scholarship standards. By adhering to the APA 7th edition's principles, you can confidently integrate
diverse digital media into your scholarly papers, enhancing your arguments with credible evidence
while giving due credit to content creators.
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Understanding APA 7th Edition Guidelines for
Multimedia Sources

The APA 7th edition provides a robust framework for citing a wide array of sources, including digital
media that has become increasingly prevalent in research and education. When it comes to
multimedia, such as YouTube videos, the core principle remains consistent: provide enough
information for your reader to easily locate the original source. This involves identifying the creator,
the date of publication, the title of the work, and the platform where it was found, alongside a direct
link. The guidelines for citing online video content are designed to be flexible enough to
accommodate the dynamic nature of the internet while still upholding academic rigor.

The Importance of Accurate Citation

Accurate citation is more than just a formality; it is a cornerstone of academic integrity. When you
correctly apply the APA 7th edition citing YouTube video format, you are acknowledging the
intellectual property of the content creator, avoiding plagiarism, and building credibility for your own
work. Proper citation also allows your readers to explore the source material themselves, verify your
interpretations, and engage more deeply with the topic. In a digital age where information is
abundant but not always vetted, precise referencing of online videos helps to distinguish credible
sources and responsible scholarship. It supports transparency and empowers your audience to follow
your research trail directly to the original content on platforms like YouTube.

General Principles for Online Video Citation

While specific formats apply, several general principles guide the citation of online videos in APA 7th
edition. First, treat the uploader or channel as the author when no specific author is identified.
Second, prioritize the most precise publication date available. Third, the title of the video should be
presented in italicized sentence case. Fourth, always include the platform name (e.g., YouTube) and
the direct URL. Lastly, be mindful of whether a retrieval date is necessary, particularly for content that
is subject to frequent updates or removal. These overarching principles ensure consistency and
clarity, making it easier to cite diverse YouTube content accurately within your academic papers,
adhering to the APA 7th edition's comprehensive guidelines.

Crafting the Reference List Entry for a YouTube Video
in APA 7th Edition

Creating a reference list entry for a YouTube video in APA 7th edition requires careful attention to
several key components. The goal is to provide a complete and accurate bibliographic record that
allows your readers to find the exact video you referenced. Each part of the citation serves a specific
purpose, contributing to the overall clarity and functionality of your reference list. Ensuring all
elements are present and correctly formatted according to APA standards is crucial for academic
integrity and reader accessibility. This section will guide you through identifying the necessary
information and applying the standard format.



Identifying Key Information for Your Citation

Before you can construct the reference list entry for a YouTube video, you must accurately identify
the essential pieces of information from the video itself. These elements form the foundation of your
citation and must be extracted precisely as they appear on the YouTube platform. Misidentifying any
of these components can lead to an incorrect or incomplete citation, hindering your reader's ability to
locate the source.

The critical information needed includes:

Author/Uploader: This is typically the individual or group who posted the video. If an
individual's real name is available, use that. If only a screen name is provided, use the screen
name in square brackets, followed by a period. If an official organization or company channel
uploaded it, use the organization's name.

Date of Publication: Look for the date the video was uploaded. This is usually displayed
beneath the video title. Include the year, month, and day if all are available (e.g., 2023, October
26). If only the year is provided, use just the year.

Title of Video: This is the full title of the video as it appears on YouTube. It should be italicized
and presented in sentence case (only the first word of the title, subtitle, and proper nouns are
capitalized).

Type of Content: After the title, indicate "[Video]" in square brackets to specify the medium.

Platform Name: Specify "YouTube" as the hosting platform.

URL: Provide the direct and stable URL to the video. It's best to use the "Share" link option
provided by YouTube for the most concise and reliable URL.

The Standard Format for a YouTube Video Reference

Once you have gathered all the necessary information, you can assemble the reference list entry
following the standard APA 7th edition format. This structured approach ensures consistency across
all your references. The general template is as follows:

Author, A. A. [Screen name]. (Year, Month Day). Title of video [Video]. YouTube. URL

Let's look at a few examples to illustrate the application of this format:

Example with a real author name:
Smith, J. (2022, June 15). The science of sleep: Understanding your circadian rhythm [Video].
YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxxxxxxxxx
Example with only a screen name:
CrashCourse. (2023, July 20). The history of the internet: Crash Course computer science 22 [Video].
YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxxxxxxxxx
(Note: If CrashCourse is the official channel name and they don't use a separate individual author



name, you treat the channel name as the author.)
Example with a group author/organization:
National Geographic. (2021, March 8). Why is the ocean so deep? [Video]. YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxxxxxxxxx

Remember that the URL should be live and functional, allowing readers to directly access the video.
Do not include a period after the URL in the reference list entry. This standardized approach for apa
7th edition citing youtube video references is designed to be clear and universally applicable across
various academic disciplines.

Handling Specific Scenarios: No Author, Group Author, or
Official Channel

Citing YouTube videos can sometimes present unique challenges, especially when the author
information is not immediately clear. The APA 7th edition provides clear guidelines for these scenarios
to ensure that even with limited information, your citation remains accurate and verifiable.
Understanding these nuances is crucial for comprehensive referencing.

If a YouTube video lacks an identifiable individual author but is uploaded by a channel with a clear
screen name (e.g., "TED," "Veritasium"), that screen name is used as the author. If the channel is an
official presence for an organization (e.g., "NASA," "BBC News"), then the organization's name serves
as the author. The key is to use the most specific and reliable information available to identify the
content creator. For instances where content is uploaded by an unknown user, and only an
anonymous screen name is available, the screen name is used as the author, enclosed in square
brackets. This ensures that even in less straightforward cases, the principles of apa 7th edition citing
youtube video remain consistent, providing readers with the best possible path to locate the original
material.

Mastering In-Text Citations for YouTube Videos in APA
7th Edition

Beyond the reference list, proper in-text citations are vital for attributing sources directly within the
body of your text. These brief citations direct your readers to the full entry in your reference list,
maintaining a seamless flow of information and reinforcing academic integrity. The APA 7th edition
outlines specific formats for in-text citations of YouTube videos, ensuring clarity and consistency.

Parenthetical and Narrative Citations

The APA 7th edition uses two primary styles for in-text citations: parenthetical and narrative. Both are
applicable when citing YouTube videos.

Parenthetical Citation: In this style, the author's name and the year of publication are enclosed in
parentheses at the end of a sentence or clause where the source is used.
Example: "The phenomenon of cognitive bias is often subtly demonstrated through everyday



decision-making (CrashCourse, 2023)."
Narrative Citation: In a narrative citation, the author's name is incorporated directly into the text of
your sentence, with the year of publication following in parentheses.
Example: "According to CrashCourse (2023), cognitive bias plays a significant role in our daily
choices."

When citing a YouTube video, use the author or screen name that you used in your reference list
entry. This ensures direct correlation between your in-text citations and your complete reference list.
Always include the year of publication to properly date the information being presented, making your
apa 7th edition citing youtube video practices consistent and easy to follow.

Including Timestamps for Specific Points

When you refer to a specific part or segment of a YouTube video, it is highly recommended to include
a timestamp in your in-text citation. This precision allows your reader to jump directly to the exact
moment you are referencing, enhancing the utility of your citation. This practice is particularly useful
for longer videos or when discussing a very specific point made by the speaker or presenter.

The timestamp should follow the year in your in-text citation, separated by a comma. Use the format
"hour:minute:second" (e.g., 1:23) or "minute:second" (e.g., 5:45) as appropriate.

Parenthetical Citation with Timestamp: "The speaker elaborated on the economic impact of
technological shifts (Veritasium, 2022, 12:35)."
Narrative Citation with Timestamp: "Veritasium (2022) highlighted the significant economic shifts
caused by technology at the 12:35 mark."

Incorporating timestamps for apa 7th edition citing youtube video content is a best practice that
significantly improves the clarity and usefulness of your citations, especially in academic contexts
where precise referencing is paramount. It allows for direct verification of claims and promotes a
deeper engagement with the source material.

When to Include a Retrieval Date for YouTube Videos

The APA 7th edition generally discourages the use of retrieval dates for most online sources, including
YouTube videos. The rationale is that most professionally published online content is archived and
stable, meaning the content at a given URL is unlikely to change or disappear. However, there are
specific circumstances where including a retrieval date is not only permissible but also necessary to
provide a complete and accurate citation.

Understanding Volatile Sources

A retrieval date becomes important when citing sources that are considered "volatile." Volatile
sources are those that are likely to be updated, modified, or removed over time, making it difficult for
a reader to find the exact content you accessed at a later date. While YouTube videos are generally
stable once uploaded, some types of content or specific situations might warrant a retrieval date.



Consider including a retrieval date when:

The content is dynamic and frequently updated, such as a live stream that might be
permanently altered or removed after its initial broadcast.

The source is not formally published or archived and could potentially be removed by the user
or platform without notice.

Your institution or instructor specifically requests retrieval dates for all online sources,
regardless of APA's general guidelines.

If a retrieval date is deemed necessary, it should be included in your reference list entry just before
the URL, using the format "Retrieved Month Day, Year, from URL."

Example with Retrieval Date:
LiveScienceChannel. (2023, November 1). Exploring the deep sea: Live dive feed [Video]. YouTube.
Retrieved November 5, 2023, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxxxxxxxxx

For most standard YouTube video citations under APA 7th edition, a retrieval date is not required. It
should only be used judiciously for genuinely volatile content or when specifically mandated, thus
streamlining the process of apa 7th edition citing youtube video resources for stable content.

Common Challenges and Best Practices for Citing
YouTube

Even with clear guidelines, some unique challenges can arise when citing YouTube videos. Adhering
to best practices can help you navigate these complexities and ensure your citations are always
accurate and compliant with APA 7th edition standards. Anticipating these issues can save time and
prevent errors in your academic work.

Verifying Information and Ensuring Accuracy

One common challenge is verifying the accuracy of information, especially the author or publication
date, on YouTube. While many channels provide clear details, some might be less transparent. Always
strive to find the most accurate information available. If a real name is not provided, use the screen
name. If a precise date is missing, use the year, or if absolutely no date is available, use (n.d.) for "no
date," though this should be a last resort. Double-checking the URL for accuracy is also crucial to
ensure readers can access the source directly. This diligence is key for effective apa 7th edition citing
youtube video practices.

Distinguishing Between Original Content and Reuploads

YouTube hosts a vast amount of content, including original productions, user-generated content, and



reuploads of material from other sources. When citing, it's essential to cite the version you actually
used. However, if the YouTube video is a reupload of content originally published elsewhere (e.g., a
news broadcast, a documentary clip), it's generally best to try and find the original source if possible
and cite that. If citing the YouTube reupload is unavoidable (e.g., the original is inaccessible, or your
analysis specifically pertains to the YouTube version), treat the YouTube uploader as the author, but
consider mentioning in your text that it's a reupload of content originally from another source to
provide full context. This careful consideration ensures your apa 7th edition citing youtube video
efforts are both accurate and ethically sound.

Ensuring Compliance and Clarity in Your APA 7th
Citations

Successfully integrating YouTube videos into your academic writing using APA 7th edition citation
style is a testament to thorough research and meticulous attention to detail. By consistently applying
the guidelines for author identification, date of publication, video title, platform, and URL, you ensure
that your work adheres to scholarly standards. Remember that the primary goal of any citation is to
provide sufficient information for your readers to easily locate and verify the sources you have used.
Whether you are referencing an educational lecture, a documentary segment, or a peer-produced
analysis, mastering the apa 7th edition citing youtube video format is an invaluable skill. This
comprehensive approach not only safeguards academic integrity but also enhances the credibility and
professionalism of your scholarly contributions, allowing for seamless navigation between your text
and the rich multimedia sources that support your arguments.

Q: How do I cite a YouTube video if the uploader's real name
isn't given?
A: When the uploader's real name is not provided on YouTube, you should use the channel's screen
name in your reference list entry. Enclose the screen name in square brackets immediately following
where the author's real name would typically go, and include a period after the brackets. For
example: CrashCourse. (2023, July 20). The history of the internet: Crash Course computer science 22
[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxxxxxxxxx. In your in-text citation, you would
use the screen name (e.g., CrashCourse, 2023).

Q: Is a retrieval date always necessary when citing a YouTube
video in APA 7th?
A: No, a retrieval date is generally not necessary for most YouTube videos when citing in APA 7th
edition. The APA 7th edition recommends including a retrieval date only for sources that are likely to
change or disappear over time (i.e., "volatile" sources). Most standard YouTube videos, once
uploaded, are considered stable. You should only include a retrieval date if the content is dynamic
(e.g., a live stream that may not be archived), subject to frequent updates, or specifically requested
by your instructor or institution.



Q: How do I cite a specific segment or timestamp of a
YouTube video?
A: To cite a specific segment or timestamp of a YouTube video, you include the timestamp in your in-
text citation. The format is typically Author, Year, timestamp. For example, if you're referencing a
point at 1 minute and 45 seconds, your in-text citation would be (Smith, 2022, 1:45). If you're
referencing a point after an hour, it would be (Smith, 2022, 1:05:30). This allows your readers to jump
directly to the precise part of the video you are discussing.

Q: What if the YouTube video is a reupload of content from
another source?
A: If a YouTube video is a reupload of content originally published elsewhere (e.g., a news report, a TV
show segment), it is generally best practice to try and locate the original source and cite that directly,
if possible. If the original source is inaccessible or your analysis specifically pertains to the version
found on YouTube, you should cite the YouTube video as usual, treating the YouTube uploader as the
author. In your text, you might consider mentioning that the content was originally from another
source to provide full context, for example: "As noted in a reuploaded clip on YouTube
(UploaderName, 2020), the original broadcast highlighted..."

Q: How do I cite a YouTube live stream or a video that is no
longer available?
A: For a YouTube live stream that you accessed and referenced, you would typically include a
retrieval date because live content is often transient. The format would be: Author, A. A. [Screen
name]. (Year, Month Day). Title of video [Video]. YouTube. Retrieved Month Day, Year, from URL. If a
video is no longer available, it becomes an unrecoverable source. APA generally advises against citing
unrecoverable sources. If the information is absolutely critical and cannot be found elsewhere, you
might have to cite it as a personal communication or explain in your text that the source is no longer
available, and consider if its inclusion still supports your argument effectively.

Q: Can I use the "Shared" link or do I need the full URL from
the browser bar?
A: It is generally recommended to use the "Share" link option provided directly by YouTube for your
citations. This link is typically shorter, cleaner, and more stable than the full URL from the browser's
address bar, which can sometimes include tracking parameters or other unnecessary characters.
Using the "Share" link ensures a more concise and reliable URL for your readers to access the video.

Q: What if the video title is very long?
A: If the video title is very long, you should still include the entire title in your reference list entry,
italicized and in sentence case, exactly as it appears on YouTube. The APA style prioritizes providing
complete information to help readers locate the source. Do not truncate the title. Ensure it wraps



correctly within your reference list, following standard formatting for lengthy entries.
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