when to do walkthrough

when to do walkthrough is a crucial consideration for anyone involved in real estate
transactions, property management, or construction projects. A walkthrough is a systematic
review of a property that helps identify any issues, ensure compliance with contractual
obligations, and assess the overall condition of the asset. Knowing when to conduct a
walkthrough can save time, money, and stress. This article will explore the optimal timing
for a walkthrough, the types of walkthroughs, and the benefits of conducting them at the
right moments. Additionally, we will cover tips to prepare for a walkthrough and what to
look for during the process.
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Understanding Walkthroughs

A walkthrough is an essential process in various industries, particularly in real estate and
construction. It typically involves a thorough inspection of a property to assess its condition,
identify defects, and ensure that everything is in accordance with the agreed-upon
specifications. Walkthroughs can be performed at different stages of a project or
transaction, making it crucial to understand their purpose and importance.

In real estate, a walkthrough usually occurs just before closing a sale. This allows buyers to
verify that the property is in the condition agreed upon in the contract. For new
constructions, a walkthrough helps ensure that the builder has completed the project
according to specifications. In other contexts, such as property management, regular
walkthroughs help maintain the property’s condition and address tenant concerns.

Types of Walkthroughs



Various types of walkthroughs serve different purposes. Understanding these types helps
determine when to conduct them effectively.

Final Walkthrough

The final walkthrough occurs just before closing on a property sale. This walkthrough allows
the buyer to inspect the home to confirm that all agreed-upon repairs have been made and
that the property is in the expected condition.

Pre-Construction Walkthrough

A pre-construction walkthrough is conducted before building begins. This allows
stakeholders to confirm plans, discuss site conditions, and address any potential issues that
could arise during construction.

Mid-Construction Walkthrough

Mid-construction walkthroughs are essential for monitoring progress. These inspections
allow clients to view the work completed thus far and ensure it aligns with the project
timeline and specifications.

Post-Construction Walkthrough

After construction is completed, a post-construction walkthrough helps identify any defects
or issues that need addressing before the final approval of the project.

Regular Property Management Walkthroughs

For property management, regular walkthroughs help maintain the property’s condition,
address tenant complaints, and ensure compliance with lease terms.

When to Conduct a Walkthrough

Knowing when to do a walkthrough is vital for maximizing benefits and ensuring smooth
transactions. The timing can vary based on the type of walkthrough required.



Before Closing a Property Sale

One of the most critical times to conduct a walkthrough is just before the closing of a
property sale. This final inspection allows the buyer to ensure that the property is in the
agreed-upon condition, confirming that all repairs have been completed and that no new
issues have arisen.

At Key Construction Milestones

In construction, walkthroughs should occur at significant milestones, such as after the
foundation is laid, when the framing is complete, and before the final inspection. These
checkpoints help verify that the project is on track and that any issues are resolved
promptly.

When Issues Arise

If problems are reported by tenants or if there are signs of wear and tear, property
managers should conduct a walkthrough to assess the situation. This proactive approach
helps mitigate larger issues down the line.

Seasonal Inspections

For ongoing property management, conducting seasonal walkthroughs can be beneficial.
These inspections help identify maintenance needs, ensuring the property remains in
optimal condition throughout the year.

Preparing for a Walkthrough



