
which beasts go in which vivarium
which beasts go in which vivarium is a question that often arises among
enthusiasts and beginners in the world of herpetology and exotic pet keeping.
Understanding which animals are suitable for specific types of vivariums is
crucial for their health and well-being. Different species require distinct
environmental conditions, and selecting the right habitat can mean the
difference between a thriving animal and a struggling one. This article will
explore the various types of vivariums, the specific beasts that inhabit
them, and the essential factors to consider when setting up these
environments. Additionally, we will provide a comprehensive guide to help you
make informed decisions about your vivarium inhabitants.
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Understanding Vivariums
A vivarium is an enclosed space designed to create a specific environment for
the care and observation of plants and animals. Vivariums can be tailored to
mimic various ecosystems, such as tropical rainforests, deserts, or aquatic
environments. The primary purpose of a vivarium is to provide a controlled
setting where species can thrive. Key components include temperature control,
humidity, lighting, and substrate type, all of which play critical roles in
the health of both plants and animals housed within.

There are several types of vivariums, including terrariums for land-based
creatures, aquariums for aquatic species, and paludariums that combine both
land and water environments. Each type caters to the specific needs of
different species, making it essential to choose the right vivarium to match
the beasts you wish to keep.

Types of Beasts for Different Vivariums
Choosing the right creatures for your vivarium involves understanding the



unique requirements of each species and the specific environment you plan to
create. Below are some popular types of vivariums and the corresponding
beasts that are commonly housed in them.

Terrariums
Terrariums are ideal for terrestrial creatures that require a land-based
habitat. These vivariums can be set up to simulate different environments,
such as tropical rainforests or arid deserts.

Reptiles: Common choices include bearded dragons, leopard geckos, and
corn snakes. Each species has specific temperature and humidity needs
that must be met.

Amphibians: Frogs and salamanders thrive in terrariums, especially those
designed to maintain higher humidity levels.

Invertebrates: Tarantulas, scorpions, and various beetles can also be
kept in terrariums, often requiring minimal space and specific substrate
types.

Aquariums
Aquariums are designed for aquatic life, providing a water-based habitat.
Freshwater and saltwater setups cater to different species, each requiring
unique conditions.

Fish: Popular choices include bettas, goldfish, and various tropical
fish species. Each requires specific water parameters such as pH,
salinity, and temperature.

Aquatic Invertebrates: Shrimp, snails, and crabs can be housed in
aquariums, often enhancing the ecosystem and contributing to algae
control.

Amphibians: Some species like axolotls and newts are suitable for
aquariums, requiring both water and land areas to thrive.

Paludariums
Paludariums combine both terrestrial and aquatic environments, allowing for a
diverse range of species. This setup is ideal for animals that need both
water and land for their life cycles.



Frogs: Many frog species, such as dart frogs, thrive in paludariums due
to their need for both land and water habitats.

Newts and Salamanders: These amphibians benefit from having access to
both terrestrial and aquatic environments.

Terrapins: Semi-aquatic turtles require a mix of land and water, making
paludariums an excellent choice for their care.

Factors to Consider When Choosing Beasts
When selecting which beasts to house in your vivarium, several factors must
be taken into account to ensure a successful setup. Understanding these
factors will help maintain a healthy environment for your chosen species.

Environmental Needs
Each species has specific environmental requirements, including temperature,
humidity, and light. It is vital to research the needs of each animal
thoroughly to replicate their natural habitat. For example, desert reptiles
require higher temperatures and lower humidity, while tropical species need
the opposite.

Compatibility
Compatibility among species is crucial for preventing stress and aggression.
Some animals may not coexist peacefully, leading to fights or even death. It
is essential to choose species that can share a habitat without conflict.
Researching the natural behaviors of the animals can provide insight into
their compatibility.

Space Requirements
The size of the vivarium must accommodate the number of beasts you plan to
keep. Overcrowding can lead to stress, aggression, and health issues. Ensure
that each species has enough space to thrive, taking into account their
growth potential.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
When setting up a vivarium, there are common mistakes that beginners often
make, which can be detrimental to the health of their inhabitants. Awareness
of these pitfalls can help in creating a successful environment.



Inadequate Research: Failing to thoroughly research the needs of chosen
species can lead to improper care.

Poor Habitat Setup: Not providing the right substrate, hiding spots, or
heating elements can stress animals and lead to poor health.

Overfeeding: Overfeeding can lead to obesity and health issues.
Understanding dietary needs is crucial.

Setting Up Your Vivarium
Setting up a vivarium involves careful planning and execution. Here are the
steps to effectively establish your habitat.

Choose the Right Size: Select a vivarium size appropriate for the
species you plan to keep.

Install Equipment: Set up heating, lighting, and filtration systems
according to the needs of your species.

Add Substrate and Decor: Layer the substrate and add plants, rocks, and
hiding spots to create a natural environment.

Introduce Beasts Gradually: Allow the vivarium to cycle and stabilize
before introducing animals. Monitor their acclimation closely.

Conclusion
Understanding which beasts go in which vivarium is essential for any
enthusiast looking to create a thriving habitat for their pets. By selecting
the appropriate vivarium type, considering the specific needs of each
species, and avoiding common mistakes, you can ensure a successful setup. A
well-planned vivarium not only enhances the lives of the inhabitants but also
provides a rewarding experience for the keeper. Take time to research, plan,
and enjoy the journey of creating a living ecosystem.

Q: What types of animals are suitable for a tropical
terrarium?
A: Tropical terrariums are ideal for various amphibians like dart frogs,
reptiles such as chameleons, and certain invertebrates like tarantulas. These
creatures thrive in humid conditions and require specific temperature ranges
that mimic their natural habitats.



Q: Can I keep fish and amphibians in the same
vivarium?
A: Yes, but it is essential to choose compatible species and ensure that the
vivarium has both land and water areas. Species like axolotls can coexist
with certain fish, but careful monitoring is required to ensure both thrive
without stressing each other.

Q: How do I maintain humidity in a terrarium?
A: Maintaining humidity can be achieved through regular misting, using a
substrate that retains moisture, and incorporating a water feature.
Additionally, covering part of the vivarium can help retain humidity levels.

Q: What is a common mistake when setting up a
vivarium for reptiles?
A: A common mistake is not providing a proper heat gradient. Reptiles require
a warm basking area and a cooler area to regulate their body temperature.
Failing to provide this can lead to health issues.

Q: How important is lighting in a vivarium?
A: Lighting is crucial, especially for species that require UVB light for
proper calcium metabolism. Different species have varying light needs; thus,
it is important to research the specific requirements of your inhabitants.

Q: How can I tell if my vivarium is stable enough
for my animals?
A: Before introducing animals, monitor temperature, humidity, and water
parameters for a few days to ensure they remain stable. Observing plant
health and any signs of algae growth can also indicate a balanced
environment.

Q: What are some suitable species for a desert
vivarium?
A: Common species for desert vivariums include leopard geckos, horned
lizards, and various species of snakes like corn snakes. These animals
require specific heat and lower humidity levels to thrive.



Q: Is it necessary to cycle a new aquarium before
adding fish?
A: Yes, cycling an aquarium is essential to establish beneficial bacteria
that break down harmful waste products. Introducing fish too early can lead
to toxicity and stress.

Q: Can I keep multiple species together in a
paludarium?
A: While it's possible, careful consideration must be given to the
compatibility of species. Some amphibians and semi-aquatic reptiles can
coexist, but research is necessary to prevent aggression and stress.

Q: What tools are essential for maintaining a
vivarium?
A: Essential tools include a thermometer, hygrometer, water conditioner, food
and water dishes, and cleaning supplies. Regular maintenance ensures a
healthy environment for your vivarium inhabitants.
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