worst presidents in us history

worst presidents in us history is a topic that often sparks debate among
historians, scholars, and the general public alike. Evaluating presidential
leadership involves considering numerous factors such as policy decisions,
leadership during crises, economic performance, and impact on the nation’s
social fabric. This article explores some of the most frequently cited worst
presidents in US history, examining the reasons behind their negative
reputations and the consequences of their administrations. From controversial
decisions to failures in crisis management, this analysis provides a
comprehensive overview of the presidents whose legacies have been viewed
critically over time. Understanding these presidencies sheds light on the
challenges of leadership and the lasting effects of presidential actions. The
following sections delve into specific presidents widely regarded as the
worst in US history, followed by the criteria used for such assessments.

Criteria for Determining the Worst Presidents

e James Buchanan: Prelude to Civil War

e Andrew Johnson: A Divisive Reconstruction Leader
e Warren G. Harding: Corruption and Scandal

e Herbert Hoover: The Great Depression’s Onset

e Richard Nixon: Watergate and Trust Erosion

e Additional Presidents Often Included in the Worst Lists

Criteria for Determining the Worst Presidents

Assessing who ranks among the worst presidents in US history depends on
various criteria, reflecting both objective outcomes and subjective
interpretations. Historians and political analysts often consider factors
including economic management, foreign policy decisions, moral leadership,
crisis response, and long-term impact on the country’s institutions. Failures
that directly contributed to national strife, economic downturns, or
political scandals typically weigh heavily in these evaluations.

Other elements that influence rankings include:

e Tnability to unite the nation during times of division

Corruption scandals undermining public trust

e Policies that exacerbated social inequalities or injustices

Failure to uphold constitutional principles

e Negative impact on America’s international standing



By applying these criteria, historians have identified several presidents
whose administrations are often characterized as the worst in US history.

James Buchanan: Prelude to Civil War

James Buchanan, the 15th president of the United States, is frequently cited
among the worst presidents in US history due to his ineffective leadership
during a critical pre-Civil War period. Serving from 1857 to 1861, Buchanan’s
tenure was marked by an inability to address the escalating sectional
tensions between the North and South.

Buchanan’s administration failed to prevent the secession of Southern states,
despite clear signs of impending conflict. His adherence to a strict
interpretation of states’ rights and his reluctance to take decisive action
against secessionists contributed to the deepening national crisis.
Additionally, Buchanan’s support for the controversial Supreme Court decision
in the Dred Scott case further polarized the nation.

Historians criticize Buchanan for his passivity and for prioritizing party
politics over national unity, which arguably paved the way for the Civil War.

Andrew Johnson: A Divisive Reconstruction
Leader

Andrew Johnson, who became president after the assassination of Abraham
Lincoln, is often ranked among the worst presidents in US history because of
his approach to Reconstruction. Serving from 1865 to 1869, Johnson’s policies
sought to quickly restore the Southern states without ensuring protections
for newly freed African Americans.

Johnson’s lenient stance towards former Confederate states and his opposition
to the 14th Amendment, which granted citizenship and equal protection under
the law to former slaves, alienated Radical Republicans in Congress. His
frequent clashes with Congress culminated in his impeachment, although he was
acquitted by one vote.

Johnson’s presidency is marked by failure to promote racial equality and a
missed opportunity to heal and rebuild the nation after the Civil War.

Warren G. Harding: Corruption and Scandal

Warren G. Harding, president from 1921 to 1923, is often remembered as one of
the worst presidents in US history due to the corruption and scandals that
plagued his administration. Though Harding himself was personally popular and
advocated for a "return to normalcy" after World War I, his presidency was
marred by the actions of his appointees.

The most infamous scandal was the Teapot Dome affair, where government
officials leased o0il reserves in exchange for bribes. Several members of
Harding’s cabinet were implicated in corruption, severely damaging the
public’s trust in the federal government. Harding’s sudden death in office
left many questions unresolved, but his administration’s reputation remains
tarnished.

Harding’s failure to control his administration and prevent corruption has
cemented his place among the worst presidents in US history.



Herbert Hoover: The Great Depression’s Onset

Herbert Hoover, president from 1929 to 1933, is widely criticized as one of
the worst presidents in US history due to his handling of the Great
Depression. Hoover assumed office just before the stock market crash of 1929
and struggled to effectively address the ensuing economic crisis.

Though Hoover implemented some measures to combat the depression, such as
public works projects and limited government intervention, his policies were
largely seen as inadequate and too conservative. His belief in voluntary
cooperation by businesses and reluctance to provide direct relief to
struggling Americans contributed to worsening unemployment and poverty.

Hoover’s presidency is often viewed as a failure to respond decisively to one
of the most severe economic downturns in American history, setting the stage
for Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal reforms.

Richard Nixon: Watergate and Trust Erosion

Richard Nixon, the 37th president of the United States, is frequently listed
among the worst presidents in US history primarily because of the Watergate
scandal. Serving from 1969 to 1974, Nixon oversaw significant achievements in
foreign policy, including détente with the Soviet Union and opening relations
with China, but his legacy is overshadowed by his involvement in political
espionage and abuse of power.

The Watergate scandal involved a break-in at the Democratic National
Committee headquarters and subsequent cover-up orchestrated by Nixon’s
administration. The scandal led to widespread distrust in government
institutions and ultimately forced Nixon to resign—the only US president to
do so.

Nixon’'s presidency is a cautionary tale about the dangers of executive
overreach and the erosion of public trust due to unethical behavior.

Additional Presidents Often Included in the
Worst Lists

Beyond the presidents detailed above, several others are sometimes cited in
discussions about the worst presidents in US history. These include:

1. Franklin Pierce: His presidency saw the escalation of sectional tensions
and enforcement of the controversial Kansas—-Nebraska Act.

2. Ulysses S. Grant: Although a celebrated Civil War general, Grant’s
presidency was marred by numerous scandals involving corruption in his
administration.

3. Donald Trump: His presidency is subject to polarized opinions, with
critics citing divisive rhetoric, handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
impeachment proceedings.

4. James Madison: Sometimes criticized for the War of 1812 and its

consequences, although his overall legacy is more mixed.

These assessments vary depending on historical perspective and evolving



national values, but they contribute to the ongoing discourse about
presidential leadership and accountability.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are commonly considered the worst presidents in
US history?

Presidents often cited as the worst in US history include James Buchanan,
Andrew Johnson, Warren G. Harding, Franklin Pierce, and Herbert Hoover,
mainly due to their leadership during times of crisis or scandal.

Why is James Buchanan often ranked as one of the
worst US presidents?

James Buchanan is frequently ranked poorly because he failed to prevent the
country from sliding into the Civil War, showing indecisiveness and a lack of
leadership during a critical time.

What role did Andrew Johnson play in his negative
presidential reputation?

Andrew Johnson is criticized for his opposition to Reconstruction efforts
after the Civil War, his leniency toward the South, and his conflicts with
Congress, which ultimately hindered progress on civil rights.

How did Warren G. Harding's presidency contribute to
his poor legacy?
Warren G. Harding's administration was marred by scandals such as the Teapot

Dome scandal, which revealed corruption among his appointees, damaging his
reputation as a president.

In what ways did Herbert Hoover's presidency impact
his historical ranking?

Herbert Hoover is often blamed for his inadequate response to the Great
Depression, as his policies failed to effectively address the economic
downturn, leading to widespread hardship.

Are there any modern presidents who are considered
among the worst?

Some historians and critics include presidents like Richard Nixon, due to the
Watergate scandal, and more recently, opinions vary, but some cite Donald
Trump for his divisive leadership and controversies.

What factors contribute to a president being labeled



as one of the worst?

Factors include poor crisis management, corruption, failure to uphold
constitutional principles, damaging policies, lack of leadership, and
negative impacts on the country's unity and prosperity.

Can presidential reputations change over time
regarding their ranking as worst or best?

Yes, historical perspectives on presidents can evolve as new information
emerges and societal values change, leading to reassessments of their
accomplishments and failures.

Additional Resources

1. The Worst Presidents in American History: A Critical Examination

This book delves into the presidencies widely regarded as failures due to
poor leadership, controversial decisions, and lasting negative impacts on the
country. It provides a balanced analysis of each president’s term,
highlighting key moments that defined their administration. Readers gain
insight into how these leaders shaped the nation’s trajectory in unfavorable
ways.

2. Disastrous Command: America's Most Ineffective Presidents

Focusing on the most inept presidents, this book explores the causes and
consequences of their failed policies. Through detailed case studies, it
reveals the internal and external factors that contributed to their inability
to govern effectively. The narrative also discusses the lessons learned from
these administrations.

3. Presidential Blunders: The Worst Decisions in U.S. History

This volume chronicles the most damaging presidential decisions and their
fallout. It examines how misjudgments and lack of foresight led to crises
during and after these presidents' terms. The book is a cautionary tale about
the importance of wisdom and prudence in leadership.

4. Legacy of Failure: The Most Controversial U.S. Presidents

Highlighting presidents whose legacies are marred by scandal, incompetence,
or divisiveness, this book provides a critical look at their time in office.
It investigates how their actions affected public trust and the country’s
political stability. The author also explores the historical context behind
their controversial reputations.

5. From Bad to Worse: America’s Least Effective Presidents

This book ranks and analyzes presidents who struggled to achieve meaningful
progress or maintain the nation’s well-being. It presents a comprehensive
overview of their administrations, emphasizing policy failures and leadership
flaws. The book offers insights into how these presidencies could have been
more successful.

6. Presidential Downfalls: How America’s Leaders Lost Their Way

Examining the personal and political factors that led some presidents to
fail, this book explores the decline of leadership during critical moments in
history. It discusses issues such as corruption, poor decision-making, and
loss of public support. The narrative sheds light on the human side of
presidential failure.



7. Unfit for the Office: The Troubled Tenures of U.S. Presidents

This work investigates presidents who were deemed unprepared or unsuitable
for the demands of the presidency. It analyzes their backgrounds, leadership
styles, and the challenges they faced. The book provides a thoughtful
critique of what makes an effective president versus one who falters.

8. Failing the Nation: The Worst Political Leaders in White House History
Focusing on the political missteps and leadership failures, this book offers
an in-depth critigque of the presidents who negatively impacted the nation's
progress. It covers economic downturns, foreign policy blunders, and social
unrest linked to their administrations. The author discusses how these
failures shaped public perception of the presidency.

9. The Presidency in Crisis: Stories of America’s Worst Leaders

This compelling collection of essays documents times when the American
presidency was tested by weak leadership. It includes narratives of crises
exacerbated by presidential shortcomings and the aftermath of their terms.
The book serves as both history and a warning about the importance of capable
governance.
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worst presidents in us history: Presidents and Presidencies in American History Jolyon P.
Girard, 2019-10-07 This innovative encyclopedia explores the life and times of America's forty-five
presidents—from the first administration to that of Donald Trump. Forty-five men have served as
President of the United States since George Washington swore the oath of office in 1789 in New
York City. Some have proved exceptional leaders, and others have not. Some have faced serious
crises, both foreign and domestic. Franklin Roosevelt was elected to four terms, leading the country
through a major economic depression and a world war, while one held the office for only a single
month. Each, however, played a key role in the evolution of United States history. Each of their
histories therefore remains a critical civics lesson to consider. This four-volume encyclopedia
provides an expansive analysis of the life and times of each United States president in chronological
order from George Washington to Donald Trump. Each chapter includes a timeline, a biographical
sketch, a historical overview, and an analytical essay concerning the president and his presidency.
Each also includes a substantial selection of related primary documents presenting important
presidential speeches and correspondence. A suggested reading list for further study of each
president rounds out each entry.

worst presidents in us history: America's Worst President, Form #17.092 Brook Stockton,
2024-09-09 No President, either before or after, has shown a disregard for civil liberties.

worst presidents in us history: Bad Presidents P. Abbott, 2013-03-20 Bad Presidents seeks
to interpret the meaning of presidential 'badness' by investigating the ways in which eleven
presidents were 'bad.' The author brings a unique, and often amusing perspective on the idea of the
presidency, and begins a new conversation about the definition of presidential success and failure.

worst presidents in us history: Chronology of the U.S. Presidency Mathew Manweller,


https://explore.gcts.edu/gacor1-29/pdf?title=worst-presidents-in-us-history.pdf&trackid=tuZ43-3262
https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-008/files?trackid=dvS70-5510&title=business-letter-folding.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-008/files?trackid=dvS70-5510&title=business-letter-folding.pdf

2012-03-19 This engaging and authoritative four-volume resource offers fascinating portrayals of the
44 men who have achieved the ultimate seat of power in the United States—the presidency. From
George Washington to Barack Obama, Chronology of the U.S. Presidency portrays each of the
nation's chief executives in richly observed detail. Chapter by chapter, we meet the real
flesh-and-blood men occupying the one office elected by the entire country, the office that most
profoundly affects the workings of the government, U.S. relations with other countries, and the
everyday lives of all American citizens. Spanning four volumes, this work covers each president's
early life and rise to power, the pivotal events during his presidency, and when applicable, his
post-presidential life. In addition, the book includes sections on the First Ladies and presidential
families plus primary source documents (speeches, memos, messages to Congress), and entertaining
FYI facts—for example, once bitter rivals John Adams and Thomas Jefferson died hours apart, on the
50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence they helped create together. More than just
names-and-dates history, Chronology of the U.S. Presidency helps readers understand the ways each
of these intriguing men changed the country, and how he in turn was impacted by his time in power.

worst presidents in us history: The American Presidents in 100 Facts Jem Duducuy,
2016-10-15 Introduces us to the famous, the infamous, the unknown and the occasionally
unfortunate men who have led a country from its early years as a colony fighting for independence,
through to it becoming the most powerful nation in the world.

worst presidents in us history: American History of the 20th Century Richard Rubin,
2010-07-23 This book deals with American history since 1880—a period when the United States was
transformed from a relatively small, remote, and isolated outpost to the planet’s richest, most
powerful, and most influential nation. It is also, not coincidentally, a period that produced some of
the world’s most unforgettable characters—and some of its best stories. History is not fixed, not
two-dimensional, not black-and-white; it is always open to interpretation, always subject to
speculation, always riddled with mystery. Only one thing is certain about history: All of it was
essential to creating the world we live in today. In that regard, every story you will read in this book,
and any other history book, is your story, too. What happens to you today has a great deal to do with
what happened to other people a century ago; what you do tomorrow is influenced, whether you
know it or not, by what other people did yesterday. In learning about history, we invariably learn a
lot about ourselves, too.

worst presidents in us history: The Untold History of the United States Oliver Stone,
Peter Kuznick, 2013-10-15 Companion to the documentary series of the same name.

worst presidents in us history: Star-Spangled Men Nathan Miller, 2008-06-30 Picking
America's best presidents is easy. George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt
usually lead the list, But choosing the nation's worst presidents requires more thought. In
Star-Spangled Men, respected presidential biographer Nathan Miller puts on display those leaders
who were abject failures as chief executive. With pointed humor and a deft hand, he presents a
rogues' gallery of the men who dropped the presidential ball, and sometimes their pants as well.
Miller includes Richard M. Nixon, who was forced to resign to escape impeachment; Jimmy Carter,
who proved that the White House is not the place for on-the-job training; and Warren G. Harding,
who gave being in the closet new meaning as he carried on extramarital interludes in one near the
Oval Office. This current edition also includes a new assessment of Bill Clinton -- who has admitted
lying to his family, his aides, his cabinet, and the American people.

worst presidents in us history: U.S. Presidents For Dummies Marcus A. Stadelmann,
2011-05-12 Forty-three Americans have held the job of President of the United States. Each has a
story, be it one of vision, accomplishment, conflict, scandal, triumph, or tragedy. And each story is at
the center of the national story, a part of what we all experience. History buffs find endless
fascination - and a greater understanding of America today - in the colorful personalities and
momentous events that surround the Oval Office. If you want the complete take on U. S. presidents,
from George Washington to George W. Bush, you'll appreciate U. S. Presidents for Dummies.
Written in a lively style by a history professor at the University of Texas, this fun guidebook of chief



executives is packed with information, factoids, and memorable quotes. Inside, you’ll find out which
president: Promised to only serve one term, and kept his word! Was a great person but a rotten
president Campaigned on nothing but image - in the n ineteenth century! May be the most
underrated president in history Had his own distributor bringing liquor to the White House - during
Prohibition! Appointed the first female cabinet member Pushed through the first civil rights
legislation after the end of the Civil War Said of himself, “I am a man of limited talents from a small
town. I don’t seem to grasp that I am president” U. S. Presidents for Dummies offers a wealth of
knowledge on what it takes to be the leader of the free world, and who has stepped up to the
challenge. Dividing the ranks of presidents into chronological groups for a broader, historical
understanding of the office, this book discusses: The birth and evolution of the presidency
Ineffective presidents Forgettable presidents Working up to the Civil War Reconstruction presidents
Becoming a force in the world Instituting the Imperial Presidency Today’s changing dynamics and
the Presidency A treasury of information, this book features an easy-to-comprehend style and sharp
historical analysis. Sidebars, photos, timelines, and best and worst lists make U. S. Presidents for
Dummies a historical blast to read and a must-have for understanding the state of both yesterday’s
and today’s union.

worst presidents in us history: Leadership from Bad to Worse Barbara Kellerman, 2024 Bad
leadership in both business and politics is all too common. Yet even when it is clear that leadership
is poor, organizations struggle to change it. In Leadership from Bad to Worse, one of the nation's
leading leadership scholars looks at bad leadership across a range of organizations and details how
and why it inexorably gets worse--and offers pathways for arresting these downward spirals.

worst presidents in us history: American Presidents - A Curious Look at a Unique Cohort V.S.
Dharmakumar, 2019-09-05 Believe it or not, an American president was arrested for running over a
woman with his horse. He was not the only one to be arrested (two more were). George Washington
preferred fox hunting with his dogs than going to church. Young Abraham Lincoln fell into a deep
ditch and was saved by his dog. And after he was assassinated, his dog "Fido’ also was assassinated.
Who was the President who worked as a bartender? And the one who once officially served as an
executioner? The President of the United States is considered one of the world's most powerful
people, leading the world’s only current superpower. His role includes being the commander-in-chief
of the world's most expensive military with the largest nuclear arsenal with the nuclear button on his
desk. This book is the result of over a decade of research and writing. It is a comprehensive
compendium - a single-volume book, about the 44 men the entire world looked upon as the most
powerful men in the world. 44 men who formed the 45 presidencies of the United States of America
through 58 quadrennial presidential elections in the 230 years from 1789. This book covers the
presidency of the successful liquor distributor and owner of a distillery George Washington, to the
presidency of Donald Trump, the oldest, wealthiest man without any prior military or government
service experience to ever assume the presidency.

worst presidents in us history: Recarving Rushmore Ivan Eland, 2014-10-01 Who were the
best and worst U.S. presidents? In the past when historians and scholars have rated the presidents,
their evaluations often have been based on individual charisma, activism, and service during periods
of crisis. Taking a distinctly new approach in Recarving Rushmore, Ivan Eland profiles each U.S.
president from Washington to Obama on the merits of his policies and whether those strategies
contributed to peace, prosperity, and liberty. This ranking system is based on how effective each
president was in fulfilling his oath to uphold the Constitution. Contrary to the preferences of modern
conservatives and liberals, this oath was intended to limit the role of the federal government.
Readers will be intrigued to discover why, of the four men given exalted representations on Mount
Rushmore, only Washington deserves the honor. They will learn why Teddy Roosevelt has been
overrated; why Jefferson hypocritically violated his lofty rhetoric of liberty; and why Lincoln
provoked a civil war that achieved far less than believed. Readers will uncover why some presidents
are rated much higher than the conventional wisdom—for example, Warren Harding—and some rank
much lower—for example, Harry Truman. As for more modern U.S. chief executives, Republicans



will be astounded to learn that Nixon was the last liberal president and that Reagan wasn’t all that
conservative. Democrats will be amazed to learn that Clinton was in some respects more
conservative than George W. Bush and why both Obama and Bush are ranked as bad. Readers will
learn why the author goes against the grain and anoints Eisenhower and Carter as the two best
modern presidents.

worst presidents in us history: Rosalynn Carter Scott Kaufman, 2007 A portrait of an
ambitious, brilliant, and hardworking woman. It details the many roles Rosalynn played in support of
President Jimmy Carter and also documents the ambivalence of the American public to some of her
activities.

worst presidents in us history: Global Issues CQ Researcher,, 2017-02-17 CQ Researcher’s
Global Issues offers an in-depth and nuanced look at a wide range of today’s most pressing issues.
The 2017 edition of this annual reader looks at topics such as defeating the Islamic State, the Obama
legacy, privacy and the Internet, fighting cancer, and arctic development. And because it's CQ
Researcher, the reports are expertly researched and written. Each chapter identifies the key players,
explores what’s at stake, and offers the background and analysis necessary to understand how past
and current developments impact the future of each global issue.

worst presidents in us history: Born to Cheat Jackson Thoreau, 2007

worst presidents in us history: Presidents versus Senators F. Martin Harmon, 2021-10-22
Landmark political confrontations between sitting presidents and powerful senators have occurred
throughout American history--some have shaped the nation. This book takes an in-depth look at
seven of those major Washington wars, including the personal rivalries that spawned each one, the
strategies and events that transpired as a result, and the aftermaths and impacts on the country.
Neither compromise nor surrender were considered in these intense debates, which left scars on the
national psyche. Each episode could be worthy of a historical narrative all its own but considered
together they illustrate the long and bitter history of democratic warfare between the leaders and
branches of government at either end of Pennsylvania Avenue.

worst presidents in us history: The Super Summary of World History Revised Alan Dale
Daniel BA MBA ]JD, 2008-10-20 The Super Summary of World History is a very compact history of
the world emphasizing western culture and political processes. The Super Summary is for the
thinking person. This new history raises exciting questions and puts events into new perspectives to
stimulate real thinking about history rather than accepting that the past is set in stone. History isn’t
just names and dates, but a range of decisions and actions that often turn on the smallest
circumstance. The Super Summary analyzes a few events in depth but most are put into their
historical framework so the reader can discern where and how all of this action escorts us to the
present day. If history seems dull, pick up The Super Summary to discover that Western History is
alive with controversy and consequence.

worst presidents in us history: U.S. Presidents For Dummies with Online Practice Marcus A.
Stadelmann, 2020-06-16 Discover how the Oval Office’s occupants have made and make history
Which one was the tallest? Which one fought a duel? Which had liquor smuggled into the White
House during Prohibition? And why is the president even called the president in the first place?
From periwigs and knee breeches to the 24-hour news cycle and presidential Tweets, the fascinating
and colorful stories of the 45 incumbents are a powerful lens through which to view U.S. history and
get insight into the present. Taking readers on a fact-filled journey through two centuries, this book
examines how each individual obtained their dream (or nightmare) position, what they stood for (or
against), achieved (or didn’t), and how their actions affected the country—for better or worse.
And—remembering that presidents are people too—it shows how the personal really can be political,
exploring how each president’s vision, strengths, and foibles helped or hindered them in building the
country and their own legacy. Accessible biographies of all presidents Sidebars, timelines, and
photos Lists of best and worst administrations Bonus online content, including quizzes galore to help
build retention Whether you're a student, a history buff—or are even interested in becoming
president yourself one day—U. S. Presidents For Dummies is the perfect guide to what it takes to be



leader of the free world, who has stepped up to that challenge, and how those personal histories can
help us understand yesterday’s, today’s, and even tomorrow’s union.

worst presidents in us history: A Concise History of American Politics David McCaffrey,
2019-05-10 This book is intended to be an efficient way to look at the primary events and aspects of
the foundation and evolution of American politics. Because political events and laws affect every one
of us on each day of our lives, it seems helpful to look at the structures of our political systems. A
Concise History of American Politics is, as the title suggests, a simple recounting of how we
proceeded to become what we are as a political entity. Our systems of learning in both the areas of
politics and of history tend to be focused on specific events or specific theories. Maybe a brief,
concentrated presentation on the broad picture of our past can be helpful in keeping track how the
exigencies of our constitutional republic have evolved. Hopefully, it is even-handed and lucid.

worst presidents in us history: The Jazz Age President Ryan S. Walters, 2022-02-15
Presidents are ranked wrong. In The Jazz Age President: Defending Warren G. Harding, Ryan
Walters mounts a case that Harding deserves to move up—and supplies the evidence to make that
case strong. -Amity Shlaes, bestselling author of Coolidge He's the butt of political jokes, frequently
subjected to ridicule, and almost never absent a Worst Presidents list where he most often ends up
at the bottom. Historians have labeled him the Worst President Ever, Dead Last, Unfit, and
Incompetent, to name but a few. Many contemporaries were equally cruel. H. L. Mencken called him
a nitwit. To Alice Roosevelt Longworth, he was a slob. Such is the current reputation of our 29th
President, Warren Gamaliel Harding. In an interesting survey in 1982, which divided the scholarly
respondents into conservative and liberal categories, both groups picked Harding as the worst
President. But historian Ryan Walters shows that Harding, a humble man from Marion, Ohio, has
been unfairly remembered. He quickly fixed an economy in depression and started the boom of the
Roaring Twenties, healed a nation in the throes of social disruption, and reversed America’s
interventionist foreign policy.
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