
writing with personality

writing with personality is an essential skill that elevates content beyond mere information delivery. It

involves infusing a unique voice, style, and emotional resonance into writing, making it engaging and

memorable for readers. Incorporating personality into writing can help build a connection with the

audience, improve readability, and distinguish content in competitive digital landscapes. This article

explores how to write with personality effectively, covering techniques, benefits, and practical tips. It

also addresses common challenges and how to maintain authenticity while optimizing for SEO.

Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how to craft compelling, personality-driven

content that resonates and converts.

Understanding Writing with Personality

Techniques for Infusing Personality into Writing

Benefits of Writing with Personality

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Maintaining Authenticity in Personality-Driven Content

Understanding Writing with Personality

Writing with personality refers to the practice of expressing a distinct voice and style that reflects the

writer’s character or brand identity. Unlike generic or formulaic writing, personality-rich content carries

tone, emotion, and individuality, which help to engage readers on a deeper level. This approach is

crucial in various forms of writing, including blog posts, marketing copy, social media content, and



storytelling. It allows the content to stand out and connect emotionally, encouraging readers to invest

time and attention.

The Role of Voice and Tone

Voice is the unique style and perspective that a writer brings to their work, while tone refers to the

attitude or mood conveyed through word choice and sentence structure. Both elements are

foundational to writing with personality. A consistent voice builds recognition and trust, while varying

tone can adapt the message for different contexts or audiences. Together, they shape how readers

perceive and relate to the content.

Semantic Variations and Synonyms

Using semantic variations and synonyms enhances writing with personality by preventing

repetitiveness and enriching the text. It helps maintain natural keyword density and supports SEO

without compromising readability. Employing a diverse vocabulary also reflects a more sophisticated

and engaging writing style, appealing to a broader audience.

Techniques for Infusing Personality into Writing

Several techniques can effectively incorporate personality into writing, making it engaging and

distinctive. Writers should consider these methods to develop content with character and authenticity.

Storytelling and Anecdotes

Integrating storytelling or personal anecdotes adds a relatable and human element to writing. It allows

readers to connect emotionally and provides context that makes information more memorable. Stories

also create narrative flow, which can make technical or complex topics easier to understand.



Use of Humor and Wit

Appropriate humor and wit can enliven writing with personality, making it more enjoyable and

approachable. This technique works especially well in casual or conversational content, where a light-

hearted tone can break the monotony and foster reader engagement.

Conversational Language

Adopting a conversational style mimics natural speech patterns, creating an intimate and friendly

atmosphere. This approach often involves using contractions, rhetorical questions, and direct address,

which help the reader feel involved and valued.

Distinctive Word Choice and Phrasing

Choosing words and phrases that reflect the intended personality—whether formal, quirky, authoritative,

or empathetic—helps establish a unique voice. This careful selection supports the writer’s brand

identity and reinforces the message’s impact.

Utilizing Lists and Formatting for Clarity

Organizing content into lists and using clear formatting enhances readability and allows personality to

shine without overwhelming the reader. Lists help break down information into digestible pieces,

making the content more accessible and engaging.

Benefits of Writing with Personality

Writing with personality offers numerous benefits that enhance content effectiveness and audience

engagement. These advantages make it a valuable approach for writers and marketers alike.



Improved Reader Engagement

Content with personality captures attention and sustains interest, leading to longer reading times and

increased interaction. Engaged readers are more likely to share content, comment, and return for

future visits.

Enhanced Brand Identity and Recognition

Consistent personality in writing helps establish and reinforce a brand’s unique voice. This distinct

identity differentiates the brand from competitors and fosters loyalty among the audience.

Better SEO Performance

Personality-driven writing naturally incorporates relevant keywords and semantic variations, improving

SEO without compromising quality. Search engines increasingly favor content that provides value and

engages users, which personality-rich writing achieves.

Increased Conversion Rates

Writing that resonates emotionally with readers can influence their decision-making process. Whether

encouraging subscriptions, purchases, or inquiries, personality-infused content often leads to higher

conversion rates.

Greater Authenticity and Trust

Authentic writing builds trust by presenting genuine perspectives and emotions. Readers appreciate

transparency and are more likely to trust content that feels honest and relatable.



Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While writing with personality has clear advantages, it also presents challenges that writers must

address to maintain effectiveness and professionalism.

Balancing Personality with Professionalism

One challenge is ensuring that personality does not undermine credibility or appear unprofessional.

Writers should tailor their voice and tone to the audience and context, maintaining clarity and

respectfulness while expressing character.

Avoiding Overuse of Colloquialisms

Excessive use of slang or informal language can alienate certain readers or confuse audiences

unfamiliar with specific expressions. Moderation and audience awareness are key to effective usage.

Maintaining Consistency Across Content

Consistency in voice and tone is critical for building brand identity. Writers should establish style

guidelines and regularly review content to ensure uniformity in personality expression.

Preventing Keyword Stuffing

Incorporating keywords naturally without disrupting flow is essential to avoid penalties from search

engines. Using semantic variations and focusing on readability helps integrate keywords seamlessly.



Maintaining Authenticity in Personality-Driven Content

Authenticity is the cornerstone of successful writing with personality. Genuine content resonates more

deeply and fosters lasting connections with readers.

Understanding the Target Audience

Knowing the audience’s preferences, values, and language style enables writers to craft personality-

rich content that aligns with reader expectations and cultural norms.

Aligning Personality with Brand Values

The personality conveyed in writing should reflect the core values and mission of the brand or

individual. Authentic alignment builds credibility and reinforces brand messaging.

Regularly Reviewing and Updating Content

Authenticity requires ongoing attention. Reviewing content periodically ensures that the personality

remains relevant, fresh, and true to evolving audience needs and brand identity.

Encouraging Feedback and Interaction

Engaging with readers through comments, surveys, or social media provides insights into how the

personality is perceived. Feedback helps refine and enhance the writing voice.

Understand your audience deeply to ensure your personality resonates.1.

Develop a consistent voice aligned with your brand identity.2.



Use storytelling, humor, and conversational language wisely.3.

Balance keyword use with natural flow for SEO optimization.4.

Review and adapt your content regularly to maintain authenticity.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to write with personality?

Writing with personality means infusing your unique voice, style, and perspective into your writing,

making it engaging, relatable, and authentic to readers.

How can I develop a writing style that reflects my personality?

To develop a writing style that reflects your personality, be honest and authentic in your expression,

use language and tone that feel natural to you, and practice regularly to find your unique voice.

Why is writing with personality important in content creation?

Writing with personality helps create a strong connection with readers, making your content more

memorable and engaging, which can build trust and encourage audience loyalty.

Can writing with personality improve my storytelling skills?

Yes, writing with personality adds depth and emotion to your storytelling, making characters and

narratives more vivid and relatable, which enhances the overall impact of your stories.



What are some tips to avoid sounding robotic when writing with

personality?

To avoid sounding robotic, use conversational language, incorporate your own opinions and

experiences, vary sentence structure, and allow your natural humor and quirks to come through in your

writing.

How do I balance professionalism and personality in business writing?

Balancing professionalism and personality involves maintaining clear and respectful communication

while injecting warmth, approachability, and your unique voice to make the writing engaging without

compromising credibility.

Additional Resources

1. “Writing with Flair: How to Become an Exceptional Writer” by Shani Raja

This book offers practical guidance on enhancing your writing style to make it more engaging and

distinctive. Raja, a former editor at The Wall Street Journal, breaks down techniques such as clarity,

simplicity, and elegance. Readers will learn how to develop a unique voice that captivates audiences

while maintaining professionalism.

2. “Everybody Writes: Your Go-To Guide to Creating Ridiculously Good Content” by Ann Handley

Ann Handley’s book is a comprehensive guide for writers looking to add personality and authenticity to

their content. It covers everything from grammar basics to storytelling and tone. The approachable

style encourages writers to embrace their individuality to connect better with readers.

3. “The Elements of Style” by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White

A timeless classic, this concise guide emphasizes clarity, brevity, and effective writing principles.

Though it is a foundational book, it also encourages writers to develop their own voice within the rules

of good style. Its straightforward advice helps writers inject personality without sacrificing coherence.



4. “On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction” by William Zinsser

Zinsser’s book focuses on nonfiction writing, emphasizing simplicity and sincerity. He advocates for

writers to be themselves and write with warmth and honesty. The book is filled with examples and tips

that inspire writers to develop a personal style that resonates with readers.

5. “Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life” by Anne Lamott

Anne Lamott blends humor, wisdom, and personal anecdotes to encourage writers to embrace

imperfection. The book is less about strict rules and more about finding your authentic voice. It’s a

motivational read that highlights the emotional and personal aspects of writing.

6. “Writing Down the Bones: Freeing the Writer Within” by Natalie Goldberg

Goldberg’s book is a creative and meditative approach to writing that encourages spontaneity and self-

expression. It contains practical exercises designed to unlock your unique voice and personality on the

page. This book helps writers shed inhibitions and write with genuine passion.

7. “Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story” by Ursula K. Le Guin

Le Guin’s guide is focused on narrative craft but also stresses the importance of voice and style. It

includes exercises that challenge writers to experiment with rhythm, point of view, and tone. The book

serves as a toolkit for writers wanting to infuse their stories with personality and precision.

8. “The War of Art: Break Through the Blocks and Win Your Inner Creative Battles” by Steven

Pressfield

This inspiring book addresses the psychological barriers to creative expression, including writing.

Pressfield encourages writers to overcome resistance and trust their unique voice. It’s a powerful

motivational work for anyone struggling to write honestly and with personality.

9. “The Sense of Style: The Thinking Person’s Guide to Writing in the 21st Century” by Steven Pinker

Linguist Steven Pinker offers a modern take on writing with clarity and style. He combines science,

linguistics, and practical advice to help writers develop a voice that is both intelligent and personable.

This book is especially useful for writers seeking to balance personality with precision in their prose.
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  writing with personality: Handwriting Klara Goldzieher Roman, 1952
  writing with personality: Writing the Character-Centered Screenplay, Updated and Expanded
edition Andrew Horton, 2000-02-23 We need good screenwriters who understand character.
Everywhere Andrew Horton traveled in researching this book—from Hollywood to Hungary—he
heard the same refrain. Yet most of the standard how-to books on screenwriting follow the film
industry's earlier lead in focusing almost exclusively on plot and formulaic structures. With this
book, Horton, a film scholar and successful screenwriter, provides the definitive work on the
character-based screenplay. Exceptionally wide-ranging—covering American, international,
mainstream, and off-Hollywood films, as well as television—the book offers creative strategies and
essential practical information. Horton begins by placing screenwriting in the context of the
storytelling tradition, arguing through literary and cultural analysis that all great stories revolve
around a strong central character. He then suggests specific techniques and concepts to help any
writer—whether new or experienced—build more vivid characters and screenplays. Centering his
discussion around four film examples—including Thelma & Louise and The Silence of the
Lambs—and the television series, Northern Exposure, he takes the reader step-by-step through the
screenwriting process, starting with the development of multi-dimensional characters and
continuing through to rewrite. Finally, he includes a wealth of information about contests,
fellowships, and film festivals. Espousing a new, character-based approach to screenwriting, this
engaging, insightful work will prove an essential guide to all of those involved in the writing and
development of film scripts.
  writing with personality: Writing and Personality John K. DiTiberio, George H. Jensen,
2018-06-12 'We cannot separate the writer from the writing. Nor should we try. Both our writing
process and our writing products need to carry our unique signature, a bit of our personality.' - From
Writing and Personality How you write - what works for you and what makes sense to you - depends
on who you are, your personality, your preferences, your style of thinking and feeling. If you're
extraverted and grounded in your senses, your natural writing style will be far different from the
person who tends to be introverted and intuitive. Not only that, how you learn to write will be
different as well. Here's a book that taps into the natural strengths of your personality and helps you
use those strengths in your writing. Whether you're a student, businessperson, or professional
writer, this book will help you: engage your natural writing voice; adapt to styles that are less
natural; overcome writer's block; and find the right words for communicating effectively, whatever
your assignment.
  writing with personality: Story Works Guide to Writing Character Alida Winternheimer,
2016-09-29 How do you create a memorable character? One as compelling as Katniss Everdeen,
Harry Potter, Anne Shirley, or Sherlock Holmes? Breakout novels share a key element: a stand-out
character. So why do so many authors struggle to lift their characters off the page and etch them in
readers’ memories? Because they haven't paid attention to all the essential elements that go into
making a great character. Luckily for us, author, writing coach, and renowned editor, Alida
Winternheimer, has created the definitive step-by-step guide in The Story Works Guide to Writing
Character. Packed with practical examples and exercises, this superb resource ensures we not only
know what to pay attention to, but exactly how to implement these powerful strategies for creating
memorable characters. I thought I had a good grasp of the critical ingredients of a strong character,
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but thanks to Alida Winternheimer’s outstanding resource for fiction writers, I discovered many
areas I could improve. Not only that, I am now equipped with the precise tools to go about it. This
book is a must-have secret weapon for all writers eager to stand out from the pack! —Robert
Scanlon Author of the Blood Empire Series and the Dreamer Chronicles
  writing with personality: The Psychology of Writing Ronald T. Kellogg, 1999-08-05 The human
ability to render meaning through symbolic media such as art, dance, music, and speech defines, in
many ways, the uniqueness of our species. One symbolic medium in particular--written
expression--has aroused increasing interest among researchers across disciplines, in areas as
diverse as the humanities, education, and the social sciences because it offers a fascinating window
into the processes underlying the creation and enunciation of symbolic representation. In The
Psychology of Writing, cognitive psychologist Ronald T. Kellogg reviews and integrates the
fast-growing, multidisciplinary field of composition research, a field that seeks to understand how
people formulate and express their thoughts with the symbols of written text. By examining the
production of written text, the book fills a large gap in cognitive psychology, which until now has
focused on speech production, comprehension, and reading, while virtually ignoring how people
write. Throughout, the author masterfully examines the many critical factors that come together
during the writing process--including writer personality, work schedules, method of composing, and
knowledge. In providing an important new theoretical framework that enables readers from a wide
range of backgrounds to navigate the extensive composition literature, the author drives home the
profound significance of meaning-making as a defining feature of human cognition. Kellogg not only
draws from the work of leading composition scholars, but quotes insights into the writing process
proffered by some of the most gifted practitioners of the writing craft--including E.M. Forster, John
Updike, and Samuel Johnson. Engaging and lively, The Psychology of Writing is the perfect
introduction to the subject for students, researchers, journalists, and interested general readers.
  writing with personality: Writing Lesson Level 6--Developing Stories through Character
Voices Richard Gentry, Ph.D., Jan McNeel, M.A.Ed., 2014-02-01 Incorporate writing instruction in
your classroom as an essential element of literacy development while implementing best practices.
Simplify the planning of writing instruction and become familiar with the Common Core State
Standards of Writing.
  writing with personality: Writing Character (Lit Starts) San Francisco Writers' Grotto,
2022-07-05 A book of writing prompts from the San Francisco Writers’ Grotto, authors of the
best-selling 642 Things series. Focus on a single aspect of the craft of writing with help from the San
Francisco Writers’ Grotto. Writing Character begins with an essay by author and educator
Constance Hale, who offer pointers for observing and capturing human complexity. The rest of the
book consists of prompts and space to think, providing opportunities for you to develop your own
characters. Among other ideas, you’ll be asked to create: a sketch of a famous person you admire a
portrait of someone based on the items on his desk a positive take on someone you loathe a
description of your mother’s emotions as they are expressed by her eyes a scene involving a group of
people, focusing exclusively on how they use their hands Take to a café, on vacation, or on your
morning commute and practice your creative writing a little bit at a time. Special Features Advice
from a published writer, followed by prompts Part of a collection of single-subject writing prompt
books by the San Francisco Writers’ Grotto Check out the other books in the Lit Starts series:
Writing Action, Writing Dialogue, and Writing Humor
  writing with personality: Keys to Great Writing Stephen Wilbers, 2007-02-01 Keys to Great
Writing Empower your writing! Keys to Great Writing covers every aspect of the craft, showing you
how to develop a writer's voice that is unique, precise, and effective. From grammar rules to revision
strategies, you'll find the crucial information you need in short, easy-to-browse sections that enable
you to hone your own signature writing approach. No more wading through dry style manuals. No
more guesswork. Just clear, proven guidance, including: • Four Myths of Great Writing • The
Elements of Style Checklist • The Elements of Composition Checklist • The Four-Step Writing
Process • Glossary of Grammatical Terms • Proofreading Checklist • Four Common Errors in Word



Choice (and How to Avoid Them) • Five Ways to Bring Music to Your Writing • Fourteen Techniques
to Eliminate Wordiness • And much more! Keys to Great Writing is like having your own desktop
writing coach. Use it, learn from it, and give the voice to the great writer within you.
  writing with personality: Keys to Great Writing Revised and Expanded Stephen Wilbers,
Faith Sullivan, 2016-09-19 Transform your writing! If you're ready to empower your writing but are
unsure of where to start, let Keys to Great Writing Revised and Expanded show you the way.
Award-winning author and veteran writing coach Stephen Wilbers provides invaluable instruction on
every aspect of the craft, from word choice and sentence structure to organization and revision. In
this edition, you'll find: • Self-assessments to strengthen your sentences and paragraphs, evaluate
your goals, and approach your writing with confidence. • Practical and easy-to-understand
techniques for utilizing economy, precision, action, music, and personality. • Helpful tips and
techniques for the writing process, including advice on prewriting, drafting, revising, and
proofreading. • Exercises, checklists, and more to refine your writing skills. For more than a decade,
Keys to Great Writing has helped writers of all experience levels infuse their work with clarity,
grace, and style. With the revised and expanded edition at your fingertips, you'll have the tools to
invigorate your prose and develop a unique and effective voice.
  writing with personality: Essentials of Assessment Report Writing Elizabeth O. Lichtenberger,
Nancy Mather, Nadeen L. Kaufman, Alan S. Kaufman, 2012-06-12 Instructive guide to preparing
informative and accurate assessment reports for a variety of individuals and settings Assessment
reports are central to the diagnostic process and are used to inform parents, clients, and clinicians,
among others, about academic problems, personality functioning, neuropsychological strengths and
weaknesses, behavioral problems, and the like. Essentials of Assessment Report Writing provides
handy, quick-reference information, using the popular Essentials format, for preparing effective
assessment reports. This book is designed to help busy mental health professionals quickly acquire
the knowledge and skills they need to write effective psychological assessment reports. Each concise
chapter features numerous callout boxes highlighting key concepts, bulleted points, and extensive
illustrative material, as well as test questions that help you gauge and reinforce your grasp of the
information covered. This practical guide focuses on efficiently and effectively communicating
referral and background information, appearance and behavioral observations, test results and
interpretation, summary and diagnostic impressions, and treatment recommendations. The authors
provide examples of both good and bad case report writing and highlight ethical issues and topics
relevant to presenting feedback. Essentials of Assessment Report Writing is the only pocket
reference illustrating how to prepare an effective assessment report.
  writing with personality: Finding Your Voice Les Edgerton, 2003-03-08 Find your voice–and
make your writing sing! &break;&break;You know a great literary voice when you hear it: David
Sedaris' humorous cynicism. Elmore Leonard's weary, smart-mouthed dialogue. Nick Hornby's
simple yet imaginative descriptions. It's the kind of writing you should aspire to, right?
&break;&break;Well...not quite. Each of these authors found success in part by developing their own
unique voice: a writing style that helped define - and throw the spotlight on - their work.
&break;&break;Now Les Edgerton shows you how to develop a voice of your own, one that rises
above the literary din because of its individuality, not in spite of it! &break;&break;Inside, he
provides guidelines, advice and dozens of exercises for recognizing and developing a natural style
that will make your characters, stories and dialogue better and more memorable. You'll learn:
&break;&break; How to make any piece you write unmistakably yours and yours alone&break; What
agents and editors really think about using your own voice&break; How to write better by ignoring
the rules&break; The keys to getting your voice and personality on the page&break; How to get
back the unique voice you may have lost by trying to write like someone else
&break;&break;Whether you write fiction, non-fiction or poetry, Finding Your Voice is a must for
your personal library. Let's face it - editors, agents and readers all want to read something fresh and
new. By finding your voice, you'll be giving them exactly what they want!
  writing with personality: Essentials of Assessment Report Writing W. Joel Schneider, Elizabeth



O. Lichtenberger, Nancy Mather, Nadeen L. Kaufman, 2018-08-24 The bestselling guide to reporting
writing, updated and reworked for today's practice Essentials of Assessment Report Writing offers
effective solutions to the creation of reader-friendly, yet targeted, psychological, and educational
assessment reports. Parents, clinicians, clients, and other readers need more than test-by-test
descriptions—they need an accessible analysis of the entire situation to determine their next steps.
This book provides clear guidance for busy practitioners seeking ways to improve their report
writing skills. With a focus on current practice, this new second edition covers DSM-5 updates and
the latest assessment instruments including the WJ IV, WISC-V, WAIS-IV, KTEA-3, and the CAS2.
New discussion includes advice on tailoring the report to the audience, and annotated case reports
provide illustrative models of effective report styles, interpretation, and analysis. Key concepts are
highlighted for quick reference throughout, and end-of-chapter questions help reinforce
understanding. Reporting styles vary widely within the field, in both content and style; there is no
definitive standard, but many reports fail to reflect best practices and therefore prove less than
useful to the reader. This book provides expert guidance throughout the reporting process to help
practitioners provide high-quality, accessible reports. Integrate assessment results to provide a
person-centered report Identify and navigate critical decision points in the interpretive process
Write efficiently yet effectively while enhancing the reader's experience Provide an accurate,
informative, and readable assessment report Incorporate practical recommendations to address the
referral concerns Expertly-conducted assessments should culminate with a carefully constructed
analysis that provides direction via clear communication. Because this report will be used to inform
treatment, intervention, and ultimately, the client's quality of life—it is critical that it provides clear,
informative guidance in a way that readers can understand. Essentials of Assessment Report Writing
provides comprehensive guidelines for navigating through the report writing process.
  writing with personality: Using the Six Trait Writing Model Tracie Heskett, 2001-02 Six
analytic traits identified for use in instructing and assessing student writing are outlined here. Five
daily lessons for each of the six traits.
  writing with personality: Human Personality and Its Survival of Bodily Death Frederic William
Henry Myers, 1903
  writing with personality: Short Story Writing Mary Burchard Orvis, 1928
  writing with personality: Creating Characters Howard Lauther, 2011-01-14 A frequent
problem area for fiction writers is characterization. If writers jump headlong into a story with only a
fuzzy notion about the people who are in it, the result is a collection of characters who are cliched,
stereotypical and not very interesting. Creating Characters is an easy to use reference work that
looks at character development from many different angles. The book does not tell writers how to
write. Instead, it generates a thought process by asking crucial questions about characters' internal
and external traits, wants, needs, likes, dislikes, fears, beliefs, strengths, weaknesses, habits and
backgrounds. Following these questions, the writer will find an ever deeper and wider array of
options. Thus, Creating Characters helps writers delve as deeply into a character's psychology as
they want. All characters, and the stories they people, can be made richer and more compelling.
  writing with personality: Letter Writing, Business and Social Helen Cramp, 1914
  writing with personality: Simply Stations: Writing, Grades K-4 Debbie Diller, Corwin,,
2021-01-12 Teach students how to practice writing skills independently – so learning sticks Simply
Stations: Writing shows how to ensure that elementary students are purposefully and effectively
practicing pre-writing, storyboarding, peer editing, revising, word banks, and punctuation and
spelling every day. Your students will soon be purposefully engaged and making critical steps to
owning their learning. Debbie Diller has been refining literacy stations (sometimes called centers)
for more than 40 years, working with thousands of teachers and students. In this book, she guides
you step-by-step through planning for instruction that incorporates literacy standards, setting up
and launching writing stations, varying and refreshing content, to reflection and ongoing
modification. What stands out in this book is the full integration of instruction; Debbie shows how
whole-group lessons transfer to stations work so students are practicing key skills independently –



and gives you everything needed for success: Recommendations by grade level at every step,
including grade-appropriate materials and writing resources for each station Whole-group lesson
plans, differentiated by grade level and based on key literacy standards, to introduce and support
partner work; On-the-spot formative assessment ideas and troubleshooting tips; Ideas to improve
English Language Learners’ writing skills, including online Spanish-language materials; 40
time-saving downloadable resources for teachers and students to ensure success; and Dozens of
full-color, real-classroom photos so you see the possibilities first-hand. Simply Stations: Writing gives
you invaluable tips, solutions, and insight that can transform the way your students learn and
practice writing skills. It’s time to boost the impact of your literacy stations!
  writing with personality: I Am You Daniel Kolak, 2007-11-03 Borders enclose and separate
us. We assign to them tremendous significance. Along them we draw supposedly uncrossable
boundaries within which we believe our individual identities begin and end, erecting the
metaphysical dividing walls that enclose each one of us into numerically identical, numerically
distinct, entities: persons. Do the borders between us - physical, psychological, neurological, causal,
spatial, temporal, etc. - merit the metaphysical significance ordinarily accorded them? The central
thesis of I Am You is that our borders do not signify boundaries between persons. We are all the
same person. Variations on this heretical theme have been voiced periodically throughout the ages
(the Upanishads, Averroës, Giordano Bruno, Josiah Royce, Schrödinger, Fred Hoyle, Freeman
Dyson). In presenting his arguments, the author relies on detailed analyses of recent formal work on
personal identity, especially that of Derek Parfit, Sydney Shoemaker, Robert Nozick, David Wiggins,
Daniel C. Dennett and Thomas Nagel, while incorporating the views of Descartes, Leibniz,
Wittgenstein, Schopenhauer, Kant, Husserl and Brouwer. His development of the implied moral
theory is inspired by, and draws on, Rawls, Sidgwick, Kant and again Parfit. The traditional,
commonsense view that we are each a separate person numerically identical to ourselves over time,
i.e., that personal identity is closed under known individuating and identifying borders - what the
author calls Closed Individualism - is shown to be incoherent. The demonstration that personal
identity is not closed but open points collectively in one of two new directions: either there are no
continuously existing, self-identical persons over time in the sense ordinarily understood - the sort of
view developed by philosophers as diverse as Buddha, Hume and most recently Derek Parfit, what
the author calls Empty Individualism - or else you are everyone, i.e., personal identity is notclosed
under known individuating and identifying borders, what the author calls Open Individualism. In
making his case, the author: - offers a new explanation both of consciousness and of
self-consciousness - constructs a new theory of Self - explains psychopathologies (e.g. multiple
personality disorder, schizophrenia) - shows Open Individualism to be the best competing
explanation of who we are - provides the metaphysical foundations for global ethics. The book is
intended for philosophers and the philosophically inclined - physicists, mathematicians,
psychiatrists, psychologists, linguists, computer scientists, economists, and communication theorists.
It is accessible to graduate students and advanced undergraduates.
  writing with personality: Curriculum Design for Writing Instruction Kathy Tuchman Glass,
2004-12-09 Replete with strategies, examples, and reproducibles, this guide is invaluable for any
teacher who wants to boost student achievement in writing for any subject or grade level!
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