
woodstock film uncut

woodstock film uncut refers to the complete, unedited version of the iconic
1970 documentary film "Woodstock," which chronicles the legendary 1969 music
festival held in Bethel, New York. This uncut version offers a deeper, more
immersive experience, capturing the raw energy, cultural significance, and
memorable performances that defined the event. The film is a vital historical
document, showcasing a pivotal moment in music history and the counterculture
movement. This article explores the origins of the Woodstock film, the
differences between the original and uncut versions, the significance of the
footage, and how the uncut film has been preserved and made available to
contemporary audiences. Additionally, it discusses the impact and legacy of
the Woodstock film uncut, highlighting its enduring relevance in popular
culture.
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Origins of the Woodstock Film

The Woodstock film was conceived as a documentary project to capture the
essence of the 1969 Woodstock Music & Art Fair, a three-day festival that
attracted over 400,000 attendees. Directed by Michael Wadleigh, the film
aimed to document the historic music event, which featured performances by
legendary artists such as Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, The Who, and Santana.
The filmmakers used multiple cameras and extensive footage to convey the
scale and atmosphere of the festival. The original release in 1970 was edited
to fit a standard feature-length runtime, which meant that much of the raw
footage was omitted.

Filming Techniques and Challenges

Capturing Woodstock on film was an ambitious and logistically complex
endeavor. The production team employed a mix of 16mm and 35mm cameras to
record performances and crowd scenes. Challenges included unpredictable
weather, technical difficulties, and the sheer size of the audience. Despite
these obstacles, the filmmakers succeeded in producing visually compelling
and authentic representations of the festival experience.



Initial Release and Reception

The original Woodstock film premiered in 1970 and was met with critical
acclaim, winning the Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature. However, the
theatrical version was significantly condensed, focusing primarily on
highlights and select performances. While praised for its cultural
significance and artistic merit, many enthusiasts expressed a desire to see
the complete, unedited footage.

Differences Between Original and Uncut Versions

The term "woodstock film uncut" refers to the full-length, unedited footage
that extends far beyond the original theatrical release. This comprehensive
version includes extended performances, additional artist appearances, and
candid moments from the festival that were previously unseen by the public.
The uncut film offers a richer and more nuanced portrayal of the event,
providing a broader context and deeper insight into the festival's
atmosphere.

Extended Performances and Additional Artists

Many performances were truncated or omitted in the original film due to time
constraints. The uncut version restores entire sets by artists such as
Creedence Clearwater Revival, Jefferson Airplane, and The Band. These
restorations allow viewers to experience the full musical scope of Woodstock
and appreciate the diversity of its lineup.

Behind-the-Scenes and Crowd Footage

Beyond musical performances, the uncut film also showcases behind-the-scenes
footage, interviews with attendees, and scenes depicting the festival's
logistical challenges. These elements add depth to the narrative,
highlighting the communal spirit and the social dynamics at play.

Significance of the Woodstock Film Uncut

The uncut Woodstock film serves as an invaluable cultural artifact,
preserving the authentic spirit of a transformative moment in American
history. It offers scholars, music enthusiasts, and historians an unfiltered
look at the festival, contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of
its impact on music, culture, and society.

Cultural and Historical Importance

Woodstock symbolized the peak of the 1960s counterculture movement, promoting



peace, love, and music during a turbulent era marked by political unrest and
social change. The uncut film captures these themes with greater fidelity,
preserving the voices and experiences of a generation seeking change.

Musical Legacy

By presenting full-length performances and rare footage, the uncut film
enhances appreciation for the artists' contributions and the musical
innovations showcased at Woodstock. It documents seminal moments in rock
history that continue to influence musicians and audiences worldwide.

Preservation and Availability of the Uncut Film

Over the decades, efforts have been made to restore and preserve the
woodstock film uncut, ensuring its accessibility for future generations.
Advances in digital restoration technology have facilitated the enhancement
of original footage, improving visual and audio quality while maintaining
authenticity.

Restoration Projects

Several restoration initiatives have focused on the uncut footage, often
involving collaboration between filmmakers, archivists, and music historians.
These projects aim to reconstruct the film as closely as possible to the
original recordings, addressing degradation and damage sustained over time.

Distribution and Viewing Options

The uncut version has been released in various formats, including DVD, Blu-
ray, and digital streaming platforms. Special edition box sets often include
bonus materials such as interviews, alternate takes, and documentary
features. These releases cater to both casual viewers and dedicated fans
seeking a comprehensive Woodstock experience.

Impact and Legacy of the Woodstock Film Uncut

The woodstock film uncut has left a lasting imprint on popular culture,
serving as a benchmark for concert documentaries and music festival films.
Its authenticity and depth continue to inspire filmmakers, musicians, and
audiences alike.

Influence on Documentary Filmmaking



The uncut Woodstock film set new standards for concert documentaries by
blending live performance footage with candid moments and social commentary.
This approach has influenced subsequent music films and documentaries,
emphasizing the importance of capturing the broader cultural context.

Enduring Popularity and Cultural Resonance

Decades after the festival, the uncut film remains a vital reference point
for understanding the 1960s counterculture and the evolution of live music
events. Its preservation ensures that new generations can engage with the
history and spirit of Woodstock in an authentic and comprehensive manner.

Extended musical performances

Authentic crowd and behind-the-scenes footage

Restoration and preservation efforts

Influence on concert documentaries

Cultural and historical significance

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Woodstock Film Uncut' about?

'Woodstock Film Uncut' is an extended, unedited version of the original
Woodstock documentary, showcasing raw and immersive footage from the iconic
1969 music festival.

How does 'Woodstock Film Uncut' differ from the
original 1970 Woodstock documentary?

'Woodstock Film Uncut' features additional footage and longer scenes that
were not included in the original 1970 release, offering a more comprehensive
and immersive experience of the festival.

Who directed 'Woodstock Film Uncut'?

Michael Wadleigh directed both the original Woodstock documentary and the
'Woodstock Film Uncut' edition, which presents his original vision in a more
complete form.

Where can I watch 'Woodstock Film Uncut'?

'Woodstock Film Uncut' is available on select streaming platforms and
sometimes screened at film festivals or special events celebrating the
Woodstock anniversary.



What kind of additional content does 'Woodstock Film
Uncut' include?

The uncut version includes extended musical performances, behind-the-scenes
moments, candid interactions among attendees, and more extensive crowd and
environmental footage.

Why is 'Woodstock Film Uncut' significant for music
history fans?

'Woodstock Film Uncut' offers a deeper, more authentic glimpse into one of
the most pivotal moments in music and cultural history, preserving the spirit
and atmosphere of the 1969 festival.

Does 'Woodstock Film Uncut' feature all the artists
from the original festival?

While it includes many of the original artists, 'Woodstock Film Uncut'
provides more complete performances of select acts rather than every artist
from the festival.

How long is the 'Woodstock Film Uncut' compared to
the original documentary?

'Woodstock Film Uncut' runs significantly longer than the original
approximately 184-minute film, often exceeding four hours to accommodate
extended footage.

Is 'Woodstock Film Uncut' available in high
definition or restored format?

Yes, 'Woodstock Film Uncut' has been remastered and restored in high
definition to enhance the visual and audio quality for modern audiences.

Additional Resources
1. Woodstock: The Oral History
This book offers a comprehensive collection of firsthand accounts from
performers, organizers, and attendees of the Woodstock festival. It captures
the spirit of the event through personal stories and reflections, providing
readers with an intimate look at the cultural phenomenon behind the iconic
film. The oral history format brings voices from the festival to life,
complementing the raw footage seen in the uncut Woodstock film.

2. Woodstock: Three Days That Rocked the World
Detailing the planning, execution, and aftermath of the Woodstock festival,
this book explores the social and political context of 1969 America. It
includes rare photographs and interviews, giving readers a deeper
understanding of the event’s significance. The narrative ties closely to the
uncut film’s footage, enriching the viewer’s experience with background
insights.

3. Back to the Garden: The Story of Woodstock



This title focuses on the cultural and musical impact of Woodstock,
highlighting the legendary performances and moments captured in the uncut
film. It delves into how the festival embodied the ideals of peace, love, and
music during a turbulent era. The book provides a vivid portrayal of the
artists and audience that defined Woodstock.

4. Woodstock Vision: The Art and Photography of the Festival
A visually rich companion to the Woodstock film, this book showcases the
iconic images and artwork inspired by the festival. It features behind-the-
scenes stories about the photographers and artists who documented Woodstock,
many of which complement the uncut footage. Readers gain an appreciation for
the visual legacy that parallels the film’s powerful storytelling.

5. Woodstock Film Uncut: Behind the Scenes of the Legendary Documentary
This book offers an in-depth look at the making of the Woodstock documentary
film, including interviews with directors, editors, and crew members. It
reveals the challenges and creative decisions involved in producing the uncut
version of the film. Fans of the documentary will find valuable insights into
how the iconic footage was captured and assembled.

6. Festival of Sound and Spirit: The Woodstock Experience
Exploring the sensory and emotional dimensions of Woodstock, this book
examines the music, audience reactions, and cultural atmosphere illustrated
in the uncut film. It discusses how the festival became a symbol of
counterculture and unity. The narrative is enriched with stories that bring
the film’s scenes to life in new ways.

7. Woodstock Unplugged: The Music and Musicians Behind the Scenes
Focusing on the artists featured in the Woodstock film, this book provides
detailed biographies and stories about their performances and experiences
during the festival. It sheds light on lesser-known facts and moments that
the uncut film highlights. Music enthusiasts will appreciate the deeper dive
into the creative forces behind Woodstock.

8. Woodstock and the Sixties: A Cultural Revolution
This book places Woodstock within the broader context of the 1960s social
movements, politics, and cultural shifts. It connects the themes seen in the
uncut film with the era’s push for change and expression. Readers gain a
richer understanding of why Woodstock resonated so deeply with a generation.

9. Keep on Truckin’: The Legacy of Woodstock
Examining the long-term impact of Woodstock on music festivals and popular
culture, this book traces the festival’s influence from 1969 to the present.
It discusses how the uncut film preserved the event’s authenticity and helped
inspire future generations. The legacy explored here complements the timeless
appeal of the Woodstock documentary.
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  woodstock film uncut: Woodstock Scholarship Jeffrey N. Gatten, 2016-11-11 Since August
1969, the Woodstock Music and Art Fair looms large when recounting the history and impact of the
baby boom generation and the societal upheavals of the Sixties. Scholars study the sociological,
political, musical, and artistic impact of the event and use it as a cultural touchstone when exploring
alternative perspectives or seeking clarity. This interdisciplinary annotated bibliography records the
details of over 400 English-language resources on the Festival, including books, chapters, articles,
websites, transcriptions and videos. Divided into six main subsections―Culture & Society, History,
Biography, Music, Film, Arts & Literature―for ease of consultation Woodstock Scholarship sheds
light on all facets of a key happening in our collective history. Throughout the 1960s, popular music
became increasingly reflective and suggestive of the rising political and social consciousness of the
youth culture. Examples can be seen in the development of the protest song genre within the folk
music boom of the early Sixties and the marriage of lifestyle to music first reflected by The Beatles
with fashion, followed by psychedelic music with the emerging drug culture. Woodstock was where
these themes coalesced, thus becoming the defining and last great moment of the 1960s. However,
Woodstock also represented an abundant amount of experiences and ideas and moments. Thus,
when exploring the complicated accounts and numerous facets of America during the turbulent
Sixties one discovers scholarship on the key subjects, such as the Vietnam War or the Civil Rights
Movement, often considering and debating the importance, relevance, and epic nature of
Woodstock. Multiple narratives emerge: a radical engagement of the hippie movement, an overt
commercial exploitation of youth culture, a political statement. Woodstock scholarship does not
stand alone as field of study, but it is at the cross-road of a number of disciplines―music history,
cultural studies, sociology, arts and literature, media studies, politics and economics. Providing full
bibliographical details and concise, informative annotation for each entry, Woodstock Scholarship is
an essential tool for students, scholars, teachers, and librarians in all these areas, as well as for
anyone seeking a deeper understanding of both the Woodstock Music and Art Fair phenomenon and
of the confluence of music, commerce and politics.
  woodstock film uncut: Woodstock Dale Bell, 1999 This unique book is a collection of
remembrances and perceptions from the filmmakers, performers and festival producers who created
the Academy Award-winning film that defined a generation. 100 photos.
  woodstock film uncut: Woodstock Ernesto Assante, 2018-11-06 Woodstock: The 1969 Rock
and Roll Revolution celebrates the fascinating story of how the music event came to be and the
people that made it part of history. How can you explain the Woodstock Festival, 50 years after the
event, to those who were not fortunate enough to take part? The concert that changed the history of
rock music and an entire generation cannot be reduced to the photos. Half a million young people
come to Bethel, New York, from every corner of the world to experience three days of music
together. This event, now legendary, resounds with the psychedelic notes of Santana and the
sublime guitar of Pete Townshend of The Who, the rich voices of Joan Baez and Janis Joplin, and the
many other artists who appeared one after another on the stage. Yet, it was perhaps the guitar of
Jimi Hendrix as he played his version of the American national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner,”
as Woodstock screamed its impetuous, revolutionary protest against the war in Vietnam, that
became the symbol of an epochal dissent. In Woodstock, journalist and music critic Ernesto Assante
presents those unforgettable days through exclusive interviews and photos he has recorded
throughout his entire career. Michael Lang, Carlos Santana, Joe Cocker, Grace Slick, Arlo Guthrie,
Joan Baez, Bob Weir, Roger Daltrey, Graham Nash, will all take us to Bethel to re-live and give
thanks to the extraordinary figures that made Woodstock a legend that still echoes today.
  woodstock film uncut: The Music Documentary Benjamin Halligan, Robert Edgar, Kirsty
Fairclough-Isaacs, 2013-06-26 The Music Documentary offers a wide-range of approaches, across
key moments in the history of popular music, in order to define and interrogate this prominent genre
of film-making. The writers in this volume argue persuasively that the music documentary must be
considered as an essential cultural artefact in documenting stars and icons, and musicians and their
times – particularly for those figures whose fame was achieved posthumously. In this collection of



fifteen essays, the reader will find comprehensive discussions of the history of music documentaries,
insights in their production and promotion, close studies of documentaries relating to favourite
bands or performers, and approaches to questions of music documentary and form, from the
celluloid to the digital age.
  woodstock film uncut: The Documentary Tradition, from Nanook to Woodstock Lewis Jacobs,
1971
  woodstock film uncut: Cinematic Modernism and Contemporary Film Howard Finn,
2022-10-06 Cinema was the most important new artistic medium of the twentieth century and
modernism was the most important new aesthetic movement across the arts in the twentieth
century. However, what exactly is the relationship between cinema and modernism? Cinematic
Modernism and Contemporary Film explores how in the early twentieth century cinema came to be
seen as one of the new technologies which epitomised modernity and how cinema itself reflected
ideas, hopes and fears concerning modern life. Howard Finn examines the emergence of a new
'international style' of cinema, combining a poetic aesthetic of the image with genre-based fictional
narrative and documentary realism. He provides concise accounts of how theorists such as André
Bazin, Siegfried Kracauer, Gilles Deleuze and Jacques Rancière have discussed this cinematic
aesthetic, clarifying debates over terms such as 'realism', 'classical' and 'avant-garde' as well as
recent controversies over terms such as 'slow cinema' and 'vernacular modernism'. He further
argues the influence of modernism through close readings of many contemporary films, including
films by Abbas Kiarostami, Béla Tarr, Jia Zhangke, and Angela Schanelec. Drawing on a broad range
of examples, including Soviet montage, Italian neorealism, postwar new waves and the 'new cinema'
of Taiwan and Iran, this book explores the cultural significance of modernism and its lasting
influence over cinema.
  woodstock film uncut: Event Theory for a Sociology of Practice Frank Hillebrandt, 2025-05-22
The sociological theory of practices developed in this book from the concept of the event compels us
to question how practices not only chain into forms of practice. The approach also allows us to see
how these practices give rise to practice formations that manifest as enduring zones of intensity
within society. This very problem is at the center of the considerations pursued here and is unfolded
through an analysis of pop music as a formation of practice. As an exemplary case study, the author
chooses the Love and Peace Festival on Fehmarn from the year 1970. In doing so, the book brings to
life a period of pop music that has much more to do with our present than it may seem at first
glance.
  woodstock film uncut: Perverse Titillation Danny Shipka, 2011-07-25 The exploitation film
industry of Italy, Spain and France during the height of its popularity from 1960 to 1980 is the focus
of this entertaining history. With subject matter running the gamut from Italian zombies to Spanish
werewolves to French lesbian vampires, the shocking and profoundly entertaining motion pictures of
the Eurocult genre are discussed from the standpoint of the films and the filmmakers, including such
internationally celebrated auteurs as Mario Bava, Jess Franco, Jean Rollin and Paul Naschy. The
Eurocult phenomenon is also examined in relation to the influences that European culture and
environment have had on the world of exploitation cinema. The author's insight and expertise
contribute to a greater understanding of what made these films special--and why they have remained
so popular to later generations.
  woodstock film uncut: Small Town Talk Barney Hoskyns, 2025-05-01 Think Woodstock and the
mind turns to the seminal 1969 festival that crowned a seismic decade of sex, drugs, and rock 'n'
roll. But the town of Woodstock, New York, the original planned venue of the concert, is located over
60 miles from the site to which the fabled half a million flocked. Long before the landmark music
festival usurped the name, Woodstock-the tiny Catskills town where Bob Dylan holed up after his
infamous 1966 motorcycle accident-was already a key location in the '60s rock landscape. In Small
Town Talk, Barney Hoskyns re-creates Woodstock's community of brilliant dysfunctional musicians,
scheming dealers, and opportunistic hippie capitalists drawn to the area by Dylan and his sidekicks
from the Band. Central to the book's narrative is the broodingly powerful presence of Albert



Grossman, manager of Dylan, the Band, Janis Joplin, Paul Butterfield, and Todd Rundgren-and the
Big Daddy of a personal fiefdom in Bearsville that encompassed studios, restaurants, and his own
record label. Intertwined in the story are the Woodstock experiences and associations of artists as
diverse as Van Morrison, Jimi Hendrix, Tim Hardin, Karen Dalton, and Bobby Charles (whose
immortal song-portrait of Woodstock gives the book its title). Drawing on numerous first-hand
interviews with the remaining key players in the scene-and on the period when he lived there
himself in the 1990s-Hoskyns has produced an East Coast companion to his bestselling L.A. canyon
classic Hotel California. This is a richly absorbing study of a vital music scene in a revolutionary time
and place.
  woodstock film uncut: Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography Volume 4 Kerry
Brown, 2015-05-01 The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography (1979-2015) provides a riveting
new way to understand twenty-first-century China and a personal look at the changes that have
taken place since the Reform and Opening Up era started in 1979. One hundred key individuals from
this period were selected by an international group of experts, and the stories were written by more
than 70 authors in 14 countries. The authors map the paths taken by these individuals-some rocky,
some meandering, some fateful-and in telling their stories give contemporary Chinese history a
human face. The editors have included-with the advice of myriad experts around the world-not only
the life stories of politicians and government officials, who play a crucial role in the development of
the country, but the stories of cultural figures including, film directors, activists, writers, and
entrepreneurs from the mainland China, Hong Kong, and also from Taiwan. The Greater China that
comes through in this volume has diverse ideas and identities. It is often contradictory, sometimes
fractious, and always full of creative human complexity. Some of the lives rendered here are heroic.
Some are tragic, and many are inspirational. Some figures come in for trenchant criticism, and
others are celebrated with a sense of wonder and awe. Like previous volumes of the Berkshire
Dictionary of Chinese Biography, this volume includes a range of appendices, including a
pronunciation guide, a bibliography, and a timeline of key events.
  woodstock film uncut: Halliwell's Horizon Michael Binder, 2011-06-12 The first full biography
of the film encyclopaedist and television impresario Leslie Halliwell, who in 1965 compiled The
Filmgoer's Companion, the first one-volume reference book devoted to all aspects of the cinema. In
his capacity as chief buyer for the ITV network, Halliwell was further responsible for bringing to
British television screens some of the most popular films and shows of the 1970s and 80s, including
The Six Million Dollar Man, Charlie's Angels, The Winds of War, Jaws, Star Wars and the James Bond
movies. His promotion of the cinema through his books and seasons of 'golden oldies' on Channel 4
won him awards from the London Film Critics' Circle and the British Film Institute, as well as a
posthumous BAFTA. Film historian Jeffrey Richards said of 'Halliwell's Horizon', I enjoyed it
enormously. It combines exhaustive research with critical insight and affectionate regard, bringing
Halliwell and his work to vivid life.
  woodstock film uncut: International Documentary , 2001
  woodstock film uncut: Censorship in Britain Paul O'Higgins, 1972
  woodstock film uncut: Il tempo di Woodstock Ernesto Assante, Gino Castaldo,
2015-06-01T00:00:00+02:00 L'utopia di Woodstock non fu compresa politicamente. Per la sinistra
mondiale, legata al mondo comunista, essa rappresentava una distorsione nella lotta contro
l'imperialismo. Per i conservatori fu la manifestazione di un 'disordine morale'. Per Ernesto Assante
e Gino Castaldo fu il primo grande laboratorio «di prove generali per un mondo libero». Gennaro
Malgieri, Il Sole 24 Ore Restano i ricordi e le loro canzoni, e non sono solo canzonette. Nel libro di
Assante e Castaldo il rock è anche voglia di trasformazioni, esercizio di libertà, orgoglio identitario
di una generazione che pensò di cambiare il mondo. Antonio Calabrò, Il Mondo Assante e Castaldo,
tra i più colti rockologi italiani, hanno ambiziosamente scelto di raccontare il festival di Woodstock
del 1969 nel contesto degli sconvolgimenti sociali e culturali dell'epoca. E ci sono riusciti. Con
equilibrio tra sintesi e analisi, spiegano le molte sfumature di un movimento epocale. Paul Bompard,
Internazionale



  woodstock film uncut: Rock 'n' Film David E. James, 2017-10-23 Rock 'N' Film presents a
cultural history of films about US and British rock music during the period when biracial popular
music was fundamental to progressive social movements on both sides of the Atlantic.
  woodstock film uncut: Rockwiz bumper edition Brian Nankervis, 2006-05-02 With fans of
the show and fans of the books screaming for more, we've published the RocKwiz Bumper edition,
with a further raft of questions to make you think, laugh and question your whereabouts in the early
80s.
  woodstock film uncut: Makers and Manners Andrew Holden, 2004 Moral decline or sexual
revolution? How Westminster has come to terms with the permissive society The post-war decades
have seen a revolution in moral behaviour. Changing attitudes towards sexuality, censorship and
decent behaviour have meant that politicians have struggled to keep up. In Makers and Manners
Andrew Holden argues that in the six decades since 1945 Britain has changed from a society in
which public morality and the criminal law were rooted firmly in Christina doctrine and the
sensibilities of late Victorian England, to one where the very existence of a public morality is
questioned, and the laws governing the behaviour of individuals are affected more by the European
Convention on Human Rights than by religious doctrine. He revisits the landmark court cases and
changes to the law that have tested and defined the new moral order and examines the results for
politicians and the public alike.
  woodstock film uncut: Angelina Andrew Morton, 2010-07-31 The gripping true story of
Angelina Jolie, from #1 New York Times bestselling biographer Andrew Morton. I like to collect
knives, says Angelina Jolie, but I also collect first edition books. At first glance, she might seem to be
someone without any secrets, talking openly about her love life, sexual preferences, drug use,
cutting, and tattoos--and why she kissed her brother on the lips in public. And yet mysteries remain:
What was really going on in her brief, impulsive marriages to Jonny Lee Miller and Billy Bob
Thornton, and what was going on in her partnership with Brad Pitt? What's behind the oft-reported
feud with her father, the Oscar-winning actor Jon Voight? What drove her to become a mother of six
children in six years? And—perhaps most puzzling of all—what about the other side of Angelina:
How did this talented but troubled young actress, barely 35 years old, become a respected Goodwill
Ambassador for the United Nations as well as the most powerful celebrity in the world (unseating
Oprah Winfrey) on Forbes' 2009 Celebrity 100 list? The answers that Andrew Morton has uncovered
are astonishing, taking us deep inside Angelina's world to show us what shaped her as a child, as an
actress, and as a woman struggling to overcome personal demons that have never before been
revealed. In this spellbinding biography, Andrew Morton draws upon far-reaching original interviews
and research, accompanied by exclusive private photographs, to show us the true story behind both
the wild excesses of Angelina's youth and her remarkable work with children and victims of poverty
and disaster today.
  woodstock film uncut: Video Yvonne Spielmann, 2010-08-13 An argument that video is not
merely an intermediate stage between analog and digital but a medium in its own right; traces the
theoretical genealogy of video and examines the different concepts of video seen in works by Vito
Acconci, Ulrike Rosenbach, Steina and Woody Vasulka, and others. Video is an electronic medium,
dependent on the transfer of electronic signals. Video signals are in constant movement, circulating
between camera and monitor. This process of simultaneous production and reproduction makes
video the most reflexive of media, distinct from both photography and film (in which the image or a
sequence of images is central). Because it is processual and not bound to recording and the
appearance of a “frame,” video shares properties with the computer. In this book, Yvonne Spielmann
argues that video is not merely an intermediate stage between analog and digital but a medium in its
own right. Video has metamorphosed from technology to medium, with a set of aesthetic languages
that are specific to it, and current critical debates on new media still need to recognize this.
Spielmann considers video as “transformation imagery,” acknowledging the centrality in video of the
transitions between images—and the fact that these transitions are explicitly reflected in new
processes. After situating video in a genealogical model that demonstrates both its continuities and



discontinuities with other media, Spielmann considers three strands of video praxis—documentary,
experimental art, and experimental image-making (which is concerned primarily with signal
processing). She then discusses selected works by such artists as Vito Acconci, Ulrike Rosenbach,
Joan Jonas, Nam June Paik, Peter Campus, Dara Birnbaum, Nan Hoover, Lynn Hershman, Gary Hill,
Steina and Woody Vasulka, Bill Seaman, and others. These works serve to demonstrate the spectrum
of possibilities in video as medium and point to connections with other forms of media. Finally,
Spielmann discusses the potential of interactivity, complexity, and hybridization in the future of
video as a medium.
  woodstock film uncut: TV Guide , 2002
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