
who compiled the bible

who compiled the bible is a question that has intrigued theologians, historians, and believers for centuries. The
Bible, as a sacred text for millions around the world, did not emerge overnight but was compiled through a
complex and gradual process involving numerous individuals, councils, and traditions. Understanding who
compiled the Bible requires exploring the historical context of its formation, the various authors and editors
involved, and the decisions about which books were included or excluded. This article delves into the
compilation of the Bible, covering the Old Testament and New Testament development, the role of early church
councils, and the influence of religious traditions. Additionally, it examines the criteria used for canonization
and how different Christian denominations recognize varying biblical canons. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of these topics.

The Formation of the Old Testament

The Compilation of the New Testament

The Role of Early Church Councils

Criteria for Canonization

Variations in Biblical Canons

The Formation of the Old Testament

The Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible, is the first part of the Christian Bible and represents a
collection of ancient religious writings sacred to both Judaism and Christianity. Its formation spanned several
centuries, involving various authors and editors who contributed to the texts. The process of compiling the
Old Testament was complex, reflecting historical, religious, and cultural developments in ancient Israel and
Judah.

Origins and Early Writings

The earliest portions of the Old Testament were written in Hebrew, with some parts in Aramaic, dating back to
approximately the 12th to 5th centuries BCE. These texts include historical narratives, laws, poetry, and
prophetic writings. Many of these writings were initially transmitted orally before being recorded in written
form.

Compilation and Editing

Over time, various scribes and religious leaders compiled and edited these texts to create cohesive books.
Scholars often attribute the compilation of the Torah (the first five books) to multiple sources and
redactors, a process known as the Documentary Hypothesis. The final form of the Old Testament was shaped
by Jewish scholars during the Second Temple period, approximately between the 5th century BCE and 1st
century CE.

The Septuagint and its Influence

The Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures produced in the 3rd century BCE, played a
significant role in the spread and interpretation of the Old Testament among Hellenistic Jews and early
Christians. This translation also influenced which books were included in the Christian Old Testament.



The Compilation of the New Testament

The New Testament is the portion of the Christian Bible that documents the life and teachings of Jesus Christ
and the early Christian church. Its compilation involved the collection of letters, gospels, and other writings
produced mainly in the first century CE by various authors.

Authorship and Early Christian Writings

The New Testament books were written by apostles and early church leaders such as Paul, John, Peter, and
others. These writings include four canonical gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, epistles, and the Book of
Revelation. Initially, these texts circulated independently among Christian communities.

Formation of the Canon

The process of recognizing which writings belonged in the New Testament canon was gradual. Early Christians
used criteria such as apostolic authorship, consistency with Christian doctrine, and widespread usage in
worship to determine authoritative books. By the 4th century CE, lists resembling the modern New Testament
canon began to emerge.

Influential Figures in New Testament Compilation

Church fathers such as Athanasius of Alexandria and councils like the Synod of Hippo (393 CE) played
critical roles in affirming the New Testament canon. Their endorsements helped solidify the collection of texts
that most Christian traditions accept today.

The Role of Early Church Councils

Early church councils were pivotal in the formal recognition and compilation of the biblical canon. These
gatherings of bishops and theologians addressed doctrinal disputes and established authoritative scriptures
for Christian communities.

The Council of Nicaea and Subsequent Councils

While the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE is often mistakenly credited with deciding the biblical canon, its primary
focus was on Christological doctrine. However, later councils such as the Synod of Hippo (393 CE) and the
Councils of Carthage (397 and 419 CE) explicitly addressed the canon of Scripture.

Decisions on Biblical Books

These councils affirmed the inclusion of specific books in the Old and New Testaments and rejected others
considered apocryphal or heretical. Their decisions helped unify Christian scripture and guided the production of
official biblical texts.

Criteria for Canonization

The process of canonization involved specific criteria that determined which writings were accepted as sacred
scripture. These standards ensured that the Bible reflected authentic teachings and was suitable for liturgical
use.

Apostolic Origin

Books attributed to the apostles or their close associates held greater authority. This criterion helped
distinguish authentic teachings from later, non-apostolic writings.



Orthodoxy and Consistency

Writings had to align with established Christian doctrine and theological beliefs. Texts that contradicted
core teachings were excluded from the canon.

Widespread Usage

Books that were widely read and used in early Christian worship and instruction were more likely to be
included. This criterion reflected communal acceptance and practical authority.

Variations in Biblical Canons

The question of who compiled the Bible also involves understanding the variations in biblical canons across
different Christian traditions. The content of the Bible can differ significantly depending on denominational
perspectives.

Differences Between Jewish and Christian Canons

The Jewish Tanakh and the Christian Old Testament share many books but differ in order and inclusion. The
Christian Old Testament often includes additional books known as the Deuterocanonical books, which are not
part of the Jewish canon.

Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox Canons

Christian denominations vary in their acceptance of certain books. For example:

The Protestant Bible typically excludes the Deuterocanonical books, referring to them as Apocrypha.

The Catholic Bible includes these Deuterocanonical books as part of the canon.

The Eastern Orthodox Bible includes additional texts beyond the Catholic canon.

Impact on Biblical Scholarship and Faith

These variations influence theological interpretation, liturgical practice, and biblical scholarship.
Understanding who compiled the Bible necessitates recognizing these differences and the historical processes
behind them.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is credited with compiling the Bible?

The Bible was compiled over centuries by various authors, editors, and religious leaders, rather than a single
individual.

When was the Bible compiled?

The Bible was compiled over many centuries, with the Old Testament texts written between roughly 1200 BCE
and 100 BCE, and the New Testament texts compiled in the 1st and 2nd centuries CE.



Which councils played a role in compiling the Bible?

The Councils of Hippo (393 CE) and Carthage (397 CE) were significant in determining the canon of the
Christian Bible.

Did any particular person decide the books of the Bible?

No single person decided the books of the Bible; its canon emerged through consensus among early Christian
leaders and communities.

Who decided which books were included in the New Testament?

Early church leaders and councils, such as those in the 4th century, decided on the New Testament canon based
on apostolic authorship and widespread usage.

How was the Old Testament compiled?

The Old Testament was compiled by Jewish religious scholars over centuries, based on scriptures considered
sacred within Judaism.

What role did religious leaders have in compiling the Bible?

Religious leaders helped preserve, edit, and authenticate texts, contributing to which books were accepted as
canonical in the Bible.

Is the Bible the same across all Christian denominations?

No, different Christian denominations have slightly different biblical canons, reflecting variations in which
books they accept as scripture.

Additional Resources
1. Who Wrote the Bible? Exploring the Origins of Scripture
This book delves into the historical and scholarly research surrounding the authorship and compilation of the
Bible. It examines various theories about the individuals and communities responsible for writing and assembling
the biblical texts over centuries. The author discusses how religious, political, and cultural factors
influenced the formation of the biblical canon.

2. The Making of the Bible: From the First Scrolls to the King James Version
A comprehensive history of the Bible’s compilation, this book traces the development from ancient manuscripts
to the influential translations that shaped Christianity. It covers the roles of early church fathers, councils,
and scribes in deciding which books were included. Readers gain insight into the complex process of canonization
and textual preservation.

3. Canon and Community: Who Decided Which Books Belong in the Bible?
Focusing on the concept of “canon,” this book explores how early Christian communities determined the
authoritative texts. It highlights debates and disagreements among different groups about which writings were
inspired and should be included. The narrative reveals the social and theological dynamics behind the Bible’s
final composition.

4. The Bible Makers: How Ancient Texts Became Sacred Scripture
This title explores the people behind the Bible’s creation, from scribes and translators to religious leaders who
shaped its sacred status. It discusses the historical contexts that influenced the selection and editing of
biblical books. The book also covers archaeological findings that shed light on the Bible’s compilation.



5. From Scroll to Scripture: The Formation of the Old and New Testaments
This book provides an in-depth look at the origins of both the Old and New Testaments, focusing on the timeline
and processes involved in their assembly. It examines the role of Jewish and early Christian traditions in
preserving and transmitting these texts. The author analyzes how historical events affected which writings
were preserved as scripture.

6. Texts and Traditions: The Human Hands Behind the Bible
Highlighting the human element, this book emphasizes the roles of editors, translators, and religious authorities
in shaping the Bible. It investigates how oral traditions and written texts merged to form the canonical Bible.
The work also addresses the influence of political power on the compilation process.

7. The Bible’s Hidden Authors: Understanding the Documentary Hypothesis
This scholarly yet accessible book introduces readers to the Documentary Hypothesis, which proposes multiple
sources for the Pentateuch. It explains how modern biblical criticism has uncovered different strands and
authors behind the first five books of the Bible. The author discusses the implications of these findings for
understanding biblical authorship.

8. Deciding God’s Word: The Councils and Controversies That Shaped the Bible
This book focuses on the pivotal church councils and theological disputes that influenced the Bible’s
canonization. It details the arguments over certain books’ inclusion and the eventual agreements reached by
early Christian leaders. The narrative reveals the political and doctrinal stakes involved in defining scripture.

9. Scripture’s Architects: The People Who Compiled the Bible
This work profiles key figures who played significant roles in compiling and preserving the Bible, from ancient
scribes to influential theologians. It highlights how their decisions and efforts contributed to the Bible as
known today. The book combines historical analysis with biographical sketches to bring these architects to
life.
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Beginning of His Millennial Reign on Earth Vol. II by Dr. Solomon Udo Solomon The theme of The
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inspiration of their false prophet. This work is in strict consistency with the mandate that was given
to Dr. Solomon. The readers will know that there was a gross distortion of the Mission of Yeshua the
Lamb of Yahweh to the world, especially His actual work of redemption. The cross of the murderers,
which is being extolled, has no contribution to make for the redemption of mankind. This work is
intended to free those who care to accept it from the sin of accomplice, which has constituted a
plague to the whole world. The false information peddled by the false prophet, will eventually be
discarded to pave way for the New World Order, which rests squarely on what the Lamb of Yahweh
bequeathed to the world. This is the much-needed foundation for the Lord’s return to set His
Millennial Government on Earth. This work shall awaken the consciousness in the elects to preach
only what the Lord Himself taught the world, notwithstanding the temptation to believe and
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is not an infallible Book, in the sense in which it is popularly supposed to be infallible. When we
study the history of the several books, (the history of the canon, the history of the distribution and
reproduction of the manuscript copies, and the history of the versions, when we discover that the



'various readings' of the differing manuscripts amount to one hundred and fifty thousand, the
impossibility of maintaining the verbal inerrancy of the Bible becomes evident. We see how human
ignorance and error have been suffered to mingle with this stream of living water throughout all its
course; if our assurance of salvation were made to depend upon our knowledge that every word of
the Bible was of divine origin, our hopes of eternal life would be altogether insecure. Newly
designed and typeset in a modern 6-by-9-inch format by Waking Lion Press.
  who compiled the bible: The Lay Member's Guide for Visiting the Sick and Poor. Chiefly
Compiled from Various Authors by M. A. M. [Revised by P. Carlyon.] M. A. M., 1851
  who compiled the bible: The Spirituality of the English and American Deists Joseph
Waligore, 2022-12-19 The deists have been misunderstood as Enlightenment thinkers who believed
in an inactive deity. Instead, the deists were spiritually oriented people who believed God treated all
his children fairly. Unlike the biblical God, the deist God did not punish entire nations with plagues,
curse innocent people, or order the extermination of whole nations. In deism, for the first time in
modern Western history, God “became” good. The Spirituality of the English and American Deists:
How God Became Good explores how the English deists were especially important because they
formulated the arguments that most of the later deists accepted. Half of the English deists claimed
they were advocating the Christianity Jesus taught before his later followers perverted his teachings.
Joseph Waligore call these deists Jesus-centered deists. Ben Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John
Adams studied these Jesus-centered deists and had similar beliefs. While some of the most
prominent American Founders were deists, deism had little or no influence on the religious parts of
the Constitution and the First Amendment. Deism did not die out at the end of the Enlightenment.
Instead, under different names and forms it has continued to be a significant religious force.
Informed observers even think a deistic spiritual outlook is the most popular religious or spiritual
outlook in contemporary America.
  who compiled the bible: Approaching Mormons in Love Wilbur Lingle, 2005-01-01 Have you
tried to convey your faith to Mormons...and gotten nowhere? Then this book is for you! It’s proven
and practical guide which includes questions, answers, conversation starters and other great
witnessing tools that will help you speak to Mormons.
  who compiled the bible: Who Wrote That? Donald Ostrowski, 2020-06-15 Who Wrote That?
examines nine authorship controversies, providing an introduction to particular disputes and
teaching students how to assess historical documents, archival materials, and apocryphal stories, as
well as internet sources and news. Donald Ostrowski does not argue in favor of one side over
another but focuses on the principles of attribution used to make each case. While furthering the
field of authorship studies, Who Wrote That? provides an essential resource for instructors at all
levels in various subjects. It is ultimately about historical detective work. Using Moses, Analects, the
Secret Gospel of Mark, Abelard and Heloise, the Compendium of Chronicles, Rashid al-Din,
Shakespeare, Prince Andrei Kurbskii, James MacPherson, and Mikhail Sholokov, Ostrowski builds
concrete examples that instructors can use to help students uncover the legitimacy of authorship
and to spark the desire to turn over the hidden layers of history so necessary to the craft.
  who compiled the bible: The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1985, volume 2 Witness
Lee, The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1985, volume 2, contains messages given by Brother
Witness Lee from January 6 through September 22, 1985. In early January Brother Lee returned to
Anaheim, California, from Irving, Texas. He visited Irvine, California, on January 5 and then returned
to Anaheim before traveling to Taipei, Taiwan, a few days later. He returned to Anaheim near the
beginning of March and remained there until the beginning of April, at which time he went again to
Taipei for about two months. At the beginning of June he returned to Anaheim and, except for a brief
visit to Berkeley, California, at the end of August, he remained in Anaheim until the end of
September. The contents of this volume are divided into seven sections, as follows: 1. Seven
messages given in Anaheim, California, on January 6 through September 22. These messages are
included in this volume under the title Various Lord's Day Meetings in Anaheim. 2. Eight messages
given in Taipei, Taiwan, on January 22 through 25. These messages were previously published in



Chinese and English in a book entitled The Proper Aggressiveness of the Lord's Serving Ones. They
are included in this volume under the same title. 3. Eight messages given in Taipei, Taiwan, on
January 28 through February 1. These messages were previously published in Chinese and English
in a book entitled The Fullness of God. They are included in this volume under the same title. 4. Five
messages given in Taipei, Taiwan, on April 8 through 12. These messages were previously published
in Chinese and English in a five-chapter standalone book entitled On Home Meetings. The contents
of this book were taken primarily from outlines and handwritten notes. After the publication of this
book in 1986, audio recordings were located that provided a fuller record of the content of Brother
Lee's speaking. The edited transcripts of these recordings are included in The Collected Works of
Witness Lee, 1985, volume 1, as chapters 10 through 14 in the section entitled Crucial Words of
Leading in the Lord's Recovery, Book 6: Everyone Functioning for the Increase of the Church. These
updated chapters replace the contents in the previously published edition of On Home Meetings.
Therefore, the chapters printed in The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1985, volume 1, are not
printed in this volume. 5. Twenty messages given in Taipei, Taiwan, on April 8 through May 3. These
messages were previously published in Chinese and English in a book entitled The Vision, Living,
and Work of the Lord's Serving Ones. They are included in this volume under the same title. 6.
Fourteen messages given in Taipei and Taichung, Taiwan, and Anaheim, California, on April 16
through July 8. These messages were previously published in Chinese and English in a
thirteen-chapter book entitled The Propagation of the Gospel and the Administration of the Church.
They are included in this volume under the same title. 7. A message given in Taipei, Taiwan, on April
18. This message was translated from Chinese and is included in this volume under the title
Fellowship with Elders and Co-workers in Taipei.
  who compiled the bible: The Heresy of Ham, Revised Edition Joel Edmund Anderson,
2024-11-07 One of the most controversial issues in our society today, especially within
Evangelicalism, is that of the creation/evolution debate. Over the past few decades, Fundamentalist
apologists like Ken Ham, of the young earth creationist organization Answers in Genesis, have made
a career convincing people that the age of the Earth and the historicity of Genesis 1–11 are not just
bedrock, fundamental tenets of the Christian faith, but are also crucial fronts in the “culture war.” In
The Heresy of Ham Joel Edmund Anderson convincingly shows that not only are the YECist claims of
Ken Ham unbiblical and unscientific, but they have sowed the seeds of strife and division within
countless Christian communities. He should know—he lost his job as a biblical worldview teacher at
a small Evangelical school over the issue of YECism. Anderson’s ultimate message is simple:
regardless of your position regarding evolution or the interpretation of Genesis 1–11, they are not
fundamental to the Christian faith and should not be used as battlefronts in the culture war. If you
have always had questions about the creation/evolution debate, the claims of YECism, and the way
Genesis 1–11 should be interpreted, The Heresy of Ham is a tremendous resource for anyone
struggling coming to grips with these issues.
  who compiled the bible: A Pocket Guide to The Bible Scott Hahn, 2008-06-04 The perfect
how-to for easy, quick Scripture reference and comprehension! Using straightforward, accessible
language, Scripture expert Scott Hahn explains the nuts and bolts of the Bible -- how it came to be,
the types of literature found within it, and the thrust of each book -- in a handy, yet thorough, way
that demystifies the Bible and simplifies understanding.
  who compiled the bible: The Liberator , 1884-06
  who compiled the bible: The Collected Works of H. P. Blavatsky. Illustrated H. P. Blavatsky,
2022-11-10 Helena Petrovna Blavatsky often known as Madame Blavatsky was a Russian occultist,
philosopher, and author who co-founded the Theosophical Society in 1875. She gained an
international following as the leading theoretician of Theosophy, the esoteric religion that the
society promoted. If you care about Theosophy or this trailblazer of the New Age, then this book is
for you. A must for any scholar of spiritual movements. Along with writing her several books, H. P.
Blavatsky kept up a voluminous correspondence and also contributed a steady stream of essays and
articles to periodicals in English, French, and Russian. ISIS UNVEILED FROM THE CAVES AND
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magazine. We compiled our findings in the report
COMPILE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of COMPILE is to compose
out of materials from other documents. How to use compile in a sentence



60 Synonyms & Antonyms for COMPILED | Find 60 different ways to say COMPILED, along with
antonyms, related words, and example sentences at Thesaurus.com
compiled, adj. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English compiled, adj. meanings,
etymology, pronunciation and more in the Oxford English Dictionary

Back to Home: https://explore.gcts.edu

https://explore.gcts.edu

