
when will civilization end

when will civilization end is a profound question that has intrigued scientists, historians, and philosophers
for centuries. The future of human civilization depends on a complex interplay of environmental,
technological, social, and cosmic factors. Predicting the exact time or cause of civilization’s potential collapse
is challenging due to the unpredictability of these variables. However, exploring scenarios such as climate
change, nuclear conflict, pandemics, and technological risks can provide insights into possible outcomes. This
article delves into various theories and scientific perspectives to understand when will civilization end and
what factors might contribute to its decline. Readers will also learn about historical precedents, current
global challenges, and future projections related to the sustainability of human society. The following
sections outline the main areas of consideration regarding the potential end of civilization.

Environmental Threats to Civilization

Technological and Artificial Intelligence Risks

Societal and Political Factors

Cosmic and Extraterrestrial Hazards

Historical Patterns of Civilizational Collapse

Environmental Threats to Civilization
Environmental challenges represent some of the most immediate and tangible threats when considering
when will civilization end. The degradation of natural systems can undermine the foundations of human
society by disrupting food supplies, water availability, and habitability.

Climate Change and Global Warming
Climate change, driven by greenhouse gas emissions, poses significant risks to global civilization. Rising
temperatures lead to extreme weather events, sea-level rise, and ecosystem disruptions. These changes
threaten agricultural productivity and freshwater resources, potentially causing widespread food insecurity
and displacement of populations.



Resource Depletion and Environmental Degradation
Overconsumption of natural resources such as fossil fuels, fresh water, and arable land contributes to
environmental degradation. Deforestation, soil erosion, and loss of biodiversity undermine ecosystem
services critical for human survival. These pressures can trigger socio-economic instability that accelerates
civilizational decline.

Pollution and Toxic Contamination
Pollution from industrial activities contaminates air, water, and soil, leading to health crises and ecological
damage. Toxic chemicals and plastic waste disrupt biological systems and reduce the quality of life,
potentially eroding societal resilience over time.

Increasing global temperatures and their effects
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Water scarcity and its impact on agriculture

Pollution-related health crises

Technological and Artificial Intelligence Risks
Advances in technology present both opportunities and profound risks in the context of when will
civilization end. Emerging technologies could either support sustainability or accelerate existential threats.

Nuclear Weapons and Warfare
The existence of nuclear arsenals continues to pose a catastrophic risk to global civilization. A large-scale
nuclear conflict could lead to immediate mass casualties and long-term environmental consequences such as
nuclear winter, severely disrupting human life and infrastructure.

Artificial Intelligence and Autonomous Systems
Artificial intelligence (AI) development brings potential for unprecedented progress but also new risks.
Uncontrolled or poorly regulated AI systems could cause harm through unintended consequences or
deliberate misuse, raising concerns about loss of control over critical systems.



Biotechnology and Synthetic Biology Risks
Advancements in biotechnology might lead to engineered pathogens or biological accidents that could spark
pandemics. Dual-use research and synthetic biology pose challenges in biosecurity, demanding vigilant
oversight to prevent catastrophic outcomes.

Potential for nuclear conflict and its aftermath

Risks associated with uncontrolled AI development

Biotechnological hazards and biosecurity concerns

The dual-edged nature of emerging technologies

Societal and Political Factors
When will civilization end is also influenced by social and political dynamics. Internal conflicts, governance
failures, and inequality can exacerbate vulnerabilities and accelerate decline.

Political Instability and Conflict
Persistent political instability, civil wars, and interstate conflicts can weaken state structures and disrupt
social order. Fragmentation of governance reduces the capacity to respond to environmental and
technological crises effectively.

Economic Inequality and Social Unrest
Growing disparities in wealth and access to resources often lead to social tensions and unrest. Economic
inequality undermines social cohesion and can trigger violent confrontations or the breakdown of
institutions necessary for civilization’s stability.

Population Dynamics and Urbanization
Rapid population growth and urbanization strain infrastructure and resources. Overcrowded cities and
insufficient public services increase vulnerability to disasters, disease outbreaks, and systemic failures that
may contribute to civilizational stress.



Impact of wars and political fragmentation

Consequences of economic inequality

Challenges posed by rapid urbanization

Role of governance in sustaining civilization

Cosmic and Extraterrestrial Hazards
Beyond Earthly threats, cosmic events could also determine when will civilization end. Though less
frequent, these hazards have the potential for devastating consequences.

Asteroid and Comet Impacts
Large asteroid or comet impacts have caused mass extinctions in Earth’s history. A similar event today
could destroy critical infrastructure and induce global climate disruptions, threatening human civilization
on a massive scale.

Solar Flares and Space Weather
Intense solar flares and geomagnetic storms can disrupt electrical grids, communication systems, and
satellites. Extended outages and technological failures could paralyze modern civilization and cause
widespread chaos.

Gamma-Ray Bursts and Cosmic Radiation
Gamma-ray bursts are extremely energetic explosions in distant galaxies that could irradiate Earth if
occurring nearby. Though rare, such cosmic phenomena could damage the atmosphere and biosphere,
posing existential risks.

Risk assessment of asteroid collisions

Impact of solar activity on technology



Potential cosmic radiation threats

Preparedness and mitigation strategies

Historical Patterns of Civilizational Collapse
Examining past civilizations provides valuable lessons about vulnerabilities and resilience. History reveals
recurring patterns that may inform predictions about when will civilization end.

Collapse of Ancient Civilizations
Ancient civilizations like the Maya, Roman Empire, and Mesopotamian societies experienced collapse due
to factors such as environmental degradation, warfare, economic troubles, and social upheaval.
Understanding these causes highlights the complex interplay leading to decline.

Lessons from Resilience and Recovery
Despite collapses, many societies demonstrated resilience by adapting or reorganizing. Historical recovery
shows that collapse is not always terminal and that human ingenuity can foster renewal under challenging
conditions.

Implications for Modern Civilization
Modern civilization faces unique challenges but also unprecedented capabilities for mitigation and
adaptation. Learning from historical collapses can guide efforts to avoid similar fates and promote sustainable
development.

Common causes of ancient collapses

Examples of societal resilience

Relevance to current global challenges

Strategies for sustainable future planning



Frequently Asked Questions

When do scientists predict civilization might end?
Scientists do not have a specific prediction for the end of civilization, but many emphasize that factors like
climate change, nuclear conflict, or pandemics could pose significant risks if not managed properly.

Could climate change cause the end of civilization?
Climate change poses a serious threat to civilization by causing extreme weather, food and water shortages,
and displacement of populations, which could lead to social instability and conflict.

Is there a possibility that artificial intelligence could end civilization?
Some experts warn that uncontrolled or malicious use of artificial intelligence could pose existential risks,
but with proper regulation and ethical development, AI can be managed safely.

How likely is a nuclear war to end civilization?
A large-scale nuclear war could cause catastrophic destruction and potentially collapse modern civilization
due to immediate casualties and long-term environmental effects like nuclear winter.

Can pandemics lead to the end of civilization?
While pandemics can cause widespread disruption and loss of life, it is unlikely that they alone would end
civilization, especially with advances in medicine and global cooperation.

What role does resource depletion play in the potential end of
civilization?
Resource depletion, such as shortages of water, arable land, and energy, can strain societies and economies,
potentially triggering conflicts or collapse if sustainable practices are not adopted.

Are there any historical examples of civilizations ending that can inform
us about the future?
Historical examples like the fall of the Roman Empire or the collapse of the Maya civilization show that
environmental stress, economic troubles, and social upheaval can lead to civilization decline.



How can humanity prevent the end of civilization?
Preventing the end of civilization requires global cooperation to address climate change, nuclear
disarmament, sustainable resource management, and ethical technological development.

Is the end of civilization inevitable?
The end of civilization is not inevitable; it depends on human choices and actions to manage risks and build
resilient societies for the future.

Additional Resources
1. The Collapse of Complex Societies by Joseph Tainter
This book explores the reasons why complex societies throughout history have collapsed. Tainter argues
that societies become more complex as they try to solve problems, but this complexity eventually leads to
diminishing returns and collapse. The book provides a framework for understanding the potential
vulnerabilities of modern civilization.

2. Limits to Growth by Donella H. Meadows, Dennis L. Meadows, Jørgen Randers, and William W.
Behrens III
A pioneering work that uses computer modeling to predict the consequences of unchecked economic and
population growth on the planet's finite resources. The authors warn that if current trends continue,
civilization could face severe decline or collapse within the 21st century. The book sparked global debates
about sustainability and environmental limits.

3. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed by Jared Diamond
Diamond examines various historical civilizations that have collapsed due to environmental
mismanagement, climate change, and social factors. He highlights lessons that modern society can learn to
avoid a similar fate. The book blends anthropology, history, and ecology to analyze civilization’s fragility.

4. The End of Civilization: A Reassessment by John B. Calhoun
This work delves into sociological experiments and theories related to population density, resource
depletion, and social behavior. Calhoun investigates how overcrowding and stress can lead to societal
breakdown. The book raises important questions about urbanization and the sustainability of modern
civilization.

5. Our Final Hour: A Scientist’s Warning by Martin Rees
Astrophysicist Martin Rees discusses the existential risks that threaten humanity, including nuclear war,
climate change, and technological disasters. He assesses how these threats could potentially end civilization
or drastically alter its future. The book serves as a call to action to mitigate these risks.

6. After the Collapse: The Regeneration of Civilization by John Michael Greer



Greer explores what might happen after a major societal collapse, focusing on how civilizations can rebuild
and adapt in post-collapse scenarios. He discusses historical precedents and potential future strategies for
survival. The book offers a hopeful perspective on the resilience of human societies.

7. Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet by Mark Lynas
This book examines the impact of global warming on civilization, outlining what might happen as the
planet’s temperature rises incrementally. Lynas presents scientific evidence on environmental changes that
could jeopardize food, water, and social stability. It highlights the urgency of addressing climate change to
prevent catastrophic outcomes.

8. The Black Swan: The Impact of the Highly Improbable by Nassim Nicholas Taleb
Taleb discusses unpredictable, high-impact events—“black swans”—that can drastically change the course of
history and civilization. He argues that many societal collapses and crises are driven by such rare but
consequential events. The book challenges conventional thinking about risk and preparedness.

9. The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable by Amitav Ghosh
Ghosh explores why modern culture and politics have struggled to confront the crisis of climate change
despite clear evidence. He links cultural narratives, political inertia, and environmental collapse, suggesting
that civilization’s end may be tied to our collective failure to act. The book blends literature, history, and
environmental studies to analyze civilization’s precarious future.
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  when will civilization end: The Creation: Its Infinite Features and Finite Realms Volume
I Jack Hetrick, 2014-09-19 In the last decade of the twentieth century A.D., a discovery was made of
a body of knowledge, which, it is believed, has important implications for the future of man. In 1996,
it was discovered that many cultural artifacts produced by man since about 30,000 B.C. possess an
unusual symbolism. This symbolism, as we shall see, has a mathematical component associated with
it that finds expression in the form of alignments and points of alignments. Because of this, the
interpretation of this symbolism is not entirely subjective, but has an objective aspect to it, as well.
In The Creation: Its Infinite Features and Finite Realms, artifacts of man that possess this unusual
symbolism are referred to as inspired sources. They are called inspired because the symbolism
present in these artifacts is believed to be inspired by the Creator, and they are called sources
because the increments of knowledge transmitted by the symbolism of these artifacts are sources of
knowledge.
  when will civilization end: The Transition, Initiated by Copernicus and Galileo, from
Religion to Science Lawrence Wood, 2017-07-06 Have you ever wondered: Why two diametrically
opposite explanations of ourselves -- Religion and Science -- coexist? As this book explains, the
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reason is, one explanation began before the other. The first explanations development began
thousands of years ago when our gradually evolving brains and minds awoke to an unknown,
possibly threatening environment. Unfortunately, attempts to explain this strange environment were
frustrated by illusions such as the apparent motion of the sun, moon and stars around the earth,
which clouded our limited observational capability, such as our inability detect constant motion,
thwarting the developing human minds ability to correctly explain observations. These limitations
ultimately led to a totally incorrect explanation: we reside in a very small, young, unchanging
universe revolving about us, created by a supernatural being - God -- a belief system termed
Religion. About 500 years ago, the formulation of the second explanation was initiated when astute
investigators such as Copernicus and Galileo, using improved new observation instruments such as
the telescope and microscope, began to realize the existing illusion based religious explanations
could not possibly be correct. Author Lawrence Wood introduces the brilliant investigators who
resolved the illusions by developing radically new explanations of the illusions, an explanation
system termed Science, many still cannot accept hence, the coexistence of religion and science. If
you are one of those, trying to bridge the gulf between your religious beliefs which have become
increasingly difficult to accept and the strange new world of science, this book will help you
immeasurably!
  when will civilization end: Conundrums of the End Albert Krueger, 2020-06-03 Western
civilization is coming to an end. There is a hunger for catastrophe in the air. What this coming
catastrophe looks like depends on your cultural conditioning. In Conundrums of the End, author
Albert Krueger offers a spiritual guidebook examining the formation of Christian faith for the
postmodern mind in the present apocalyptic cultural environment. Krueger shows that the language
of the Book of Revelation, and apocalyptic language in general, is meant to be evocative rather than
indicative. Presenting a Biblical analysis of the present historical moment, he references disparate
interpreters of life such as St. Augustine, Rick Joyner and Elisabeth Kubler-Ross as he gives is a
deconstructive approach to the modern “production line” idea of history. In five parts—the end of
the world, four worlds and four-not-worlds, birth pangs, destiny and fate, and DABDA—Conundrums
of the End looks at today’s apocalyptic times and asks if you are ready for the change.
  when will civilization end: The World Government Nicholas Hagger, 2010-11-26 The dream of
world government is becoming a reality. A Universalist blueprint for a philanthropic, democratic
supranational World State. ,
  when will civilization end: Asteroid Answers to Ancient Calendar Mysteries Herbert B.
Stollorz, 2008-07-03 Ancient calendars found around the world are designed to end one point in
time. They communicate an urgent warning to everyone alive today! Complex bronze and gold clocks
with multiple dials are found in museums around the world. Why they have such advanced intricacy
has stumped scientists for hundreds of years.This book reveals why the ancients built so many
pyramids, observatories as well as those complex gold and bronze clocks with more than one dial. It
surprised me greatly to discover that their various complex designs in one way or another converge
on 21 December 2012. It amazes me that ancient cultures separated by thousands of miles of
geography and thousands of years in chronology agree so precisely in the cyclical nature of time,
history and prophecy, which is history written in advance. The most famous example is the
Mayan-Aztec calendar, which ends its 25,626-year cycle on that momentous date. Some researchers
have also found 21 December 2012 in what is called, the Bible Code. Using very different research
methods, I discovered it in the Bible's book of Revelation and Daniel's prophecies. It is one of the
most important dates in the plan of God for all humanity!
  when will civilization end: 2012 and the End of Institutional Evil Herbert Stollorz, 2008-09-17
2012 and the End of Institutional Evil is an edited digest of Herbert R. Stollorz' two books,
Apocalypse Prophesied and Mystery of Tammuz 17. Its 209 pages provide the core discoveries and
reasoning found in the 1,000+ pages of those two books. A projected calendar of events describes
the key players in the biblical Last Days: Satan, Antichrist, and the Mahdi. The books use science
and mathematics to uncover extraordinary information in the Bible that theologians routinely miss.



This unique approach presents a revolutionary new way of looking at the universe. The first book
focused on Godâs Plan for Humanity from before time into eternity. The second book detailed
Herbert R. Stollorzâ research methodology and thinking in an expanded discussion of the Last Days
and the book of Revelation. His third book, Asteroid Answers to Ancient Calendar Mysteries,
presents a hypothesis that explains why confirmation to the dating of key events in Bible prophecy
may be found in the calendars and clocks of ancient cultures located around the world. It also
explains other ancient mysteries by resolving apparent discrepancies between science and the Bible.
  when will civilization end: Is the West in Decline? Benjamin M. Rowland, 2015-10-30 Is the
West in Decline? is a collection of ten essays by prominent scholars of international relations and
current history, many of them associated with the European Studies program of the Johns Hopkins
School of Advanced International Studies. The essays explore the question of decline from several
perspectives: theoretical, historical, counterfactual, and contemporary. Thomas Row’s essay uses
alternative history to show how an unfallen Habsburg Empire might have evolved into a state system
resembling the European Union. Benjamin Rowland’s essay on Oswald Spengler considers how the
German historian’s theory of decline could be applied to the West today. Several of the essays are
country studies. Not all conclude that countries or state systems are in decline, or that the condition,
if present, is irreversible. Writing about Germany, Stephen Szabo notes that only fifteen years ago,
this currently robust country could have been seen as a clear exemplar of decline. Dana Allin’s essay
on the U.S. asks whether a course change, including retrenchment and overseas rebalancing, might
reverse decline or eliminate it altogether. David Calleo’s essay, among other things, looks at
America’s reserve currency status as a principal sustainer of American exceptionalism, and asks
what might happen should the U.S. lose its “exorbitant privilege” as reserve currency provider to the
international system.
  when will civilization end: Thich Nhat Hanh’s Sociological Imagination: Essays and
Commentaries on Engaged Buddhism—Plus Proceedings from the Panels on “Buddhist Contributions
to Social Justice” at the Fifth International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak
held in Hanoi, Vietnam—May 2008 Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, 2008-06-01 This Summer 2008 (VI, 3)
issue of Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge is dedicated to an
exploration of Thich Nhat Hanh’s Engaged Buddhist philosophy and spiritual theory and practice
from a sociological and social scientific vantage point, to highlight the significance his teaching
bears for the development of a self-reflective, globally humanist, and environmentally concerned,
sociological imagination. Included are several talks, letters, and a poem, by Thich Nhat Hanh on the
meaning and practice of Engaged Buddhism—in regard to issues ranging from war and conflict, the
environment, food industry and consumption, and history of Engaged Buddhism. Other articles put
his views in social science and sociological contexts, specifically exploring the overlapping
landscapes of Engaged Buddhism with Pragmatism, Deep Ecology, sociological imagination, and
ideological analysis. Other contributions are illustrative of the ways in which Thich Nhat Hanh’s
teachings have engaged contexts such as: international conflict; the classroom; urban policing;
traumatized populations; economic theory; environmental crisis; and family loss and trauma. A
critical commentary by a participant’s experience of attending one of Thich Nhat Hanh’s retreats in
2005 is also included, followed by a response from a representative of the Plum Village community in
France. Contributors include: Thich Nhat Hanh, Winston Langley, Michael C. Adorjan, Benjamin W.
Kelly, Julie Gregory, Samah Sabra, Darren Noy, Sujin Choi, Marc Black, Samiyeh Sharqawi, Richard
Brady, Michael J. DeValve, Cary D. Adkinson, Robert Brian Wall, Glenn Manga, Angela Tam, Karen
Hilsberg, Lisa Kemmerer, Bhikshuni Chan Tung Nghiem (Barbara Newell), Robert Andrew Parker,
and Mohammad H. Tamdgidi (also as journal editor-in-chief). Human Architecture: Journal of the
Sociology of Self-Knowledge is a publication of OKCIR: The Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative
Research in Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics). For more information about OKCIR and
other issues in its journal’s Edited Collection as well as Monograph and Translation series visit
OKCIR’s homepage.
  when will civilization end: History of Europe from the Fall of Napoleon in MDCCCXV to



the Accession of Louis Napoleon in MDCCCLII Archibald Alison, 1855
  when will civilization end: The ComMANdments; The Official Guide Book to Man Rules,
King-Size Edition Joseph Greene, 2012-08-27 {The KING-SIZE EDITION CONTAINS ALL MAN
RULES FROM VOLUMES 1-5.} It is said that there are unwritten MAN RULES, which all Men abide
by. Now these rules are written in one guidebook which clarifies what those rules are. The
ComMANdments tells all the do's and don'ts Men need to know in basic life situations. For example,
is it alright to sing in a public restroom? Can a Man hug another Man? Does the toilet seat go up or
down? What is a wingman and what are his responsibilities? When can you call Shot-gun? The
answers to these questions can be found in this Man Rule Guide Book along with Personal Space
guidelines, Appearance and Hygiene, The Road Trip Man Rules, the Man Rules that will apply to the
typical Guy's Night Out, and many other Man Rules dealing with situations Men come across during
their daily routine and situation yet to come like the Zombie Apocalypse. This KING-SIZE EDITION
is what every Man needs in order to complete his quest to become a better Man!
  when will civilization end: 40 Questions About the End Times Eckhard J. Schnabel,
2012-01-12 This contribution to the 40 Questions series continues the tradition of excellent research
presented in accessible language and clear writing. Designed for both students and general readers,
this resource helps them make sense of one of the Bible's most difficult topics. Eckhard Schnabel, a
professor at a leading seminary and the author of several major works, looks at the future of the
world, the church, and Israel; the return of Jesus; and the millennium and the final judgment. He
answers questions related to the rapture, the 144,000, the identity of the two witnesses,
Armageddon, how to interpret Revelation, heaven and hell, and so forth. The result is an
even-handed treatment that avoids sensationalism and a newspaper headline approach to prophecy,
that is, interpreting prophecy according to current events. Rather, Schnabel carefully studies the
biblical text in light of its first-century context and draws biblically-based conclusions.
  when will civilization end: Probability, Choice, and Reason Leighton Vaughan Williams,
2021-09-15 Much of our thinking is flawed because it is based on faulty intuition. By using the
framework and tools of probability and statistics, we can overcome this to provide solutions to many
real-world problems and paradoxes. We show how to do this, and find answers that are frequently
very contrary to what we might expect. Along the way, we venture into diverse realms and thought
experiments which challenge the way that we see the world. Features: An insightful and engaging
discussion of some of the key ideas of probabilistic and statistical thinking Many classic and novel
problems, paradoxes, and puzzles An exploration of some of the big questions involving the use of
choice and reason in an uncertain world The application of probability, statistics, and Bayesian
methods to a wide range of subjects, including economics, finance, law, and medicine Exercises,
references, and links for those wishing to cross-reference or to probe further Solutions to exercises
at the end of the book This book should serve as an invaluable and fascinating resource for
university, college, and high school students who wish to extend their reading, as well as for
teachers and lecturers who want to liven up their courses while retaining academic rigour. It will
also appeal to anyone who wishes to develop skills with numbers or has an interest in the many
statistical and other paradoxes that permeate our lives. Indeed, anyone studying the sciences, social
sciences, or humanities on a formal or informal basis will enjoy and benefit from this book.
  when will civilization end: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1960 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  when will civilization end: The Great Falling Away Adrian Salupo, 2008-02-19 This first
volume of our Great Falling Away Series biblically explicates both the beginning and the end of the
biblical age, while also revealing mankinds great falling away from a biblically-defined faith in God
and His mortal, immortal, and eternal Messiah - Jesus the Christ of Bethlehem/Nazareth/Judea. The



full title for this first book of our series is: The Great Falling Away Volume I: The Biblical Age. This
book is now available directly from Xlibris, as well as from on-line booksellers and retail bookstores
everywhere. The second book of our Great Falling Away Series is entitled: The Great Falling Away
Volume II: Anti-Christ, Babylon, and the Bride of the Lamb. This second and final book in our Great
Falling Away series is now completed, and is now also available directly from Xlibris, as well as from
booksellers everywhere.
  when will civilization end: The Drake Equation Douglas A. Vakoch, Matthew F. Dowd,
2015-07-02 Leading scientists and historians explore the equation that guides modern astrobiology's
search for life beyond Earth.
  when will civilization end: The Cultural Collapse of America, and the World David Siriano,
2006-09 The purpose of this book is to explain how the events of this world such as wars, cultural
lifestyles of evil, and the potentially built in catastrophes as earthquakes and other natural disasters,
are events allowed by God because of man's sin. These events lead to the interruption of man's plans
in the end-time by a loving creator God.
  when will civilization end: The Sacred Books of China , 1976
  when will civilization end: The Selected Works of Eugene V. Debs Vol. III Tim Davenport,
David Walters, 2020-02-04 Eugene V. Debs exploded upon the national scene in 1894 as the leader
of a sensational strike by his American Railway Union (ARU) against the Pullman Parlor Car
Company—a job stoppage which paralyzed the country's transportation network for nearly two
weeks. On January 1, 1897, the polarizing public figure Debs declared his allegiance to international
socialism, emerging as the most widely recognized socialist in America. He would thereafter tour the
country relentlessly, speaking to large audiences and writing hundreds of articles on political and
economic themes over the ensuing three decades. Debs almost singlehandedly established a new
political party, the Social Democracy of America, in the summer of 1897, building upon the remnants
of the depleted ARU. The organization advanced a double agenda, seeking to promote both electoral
politics and the construction of socialist colonies on the frontier—a dual focus which led to internal
tensions and a bitter split. In 1898 Debs cast his lot with Milwaukee publisher Victor L. Berger in a
new organization dedicated to political action, the Social Democratic Party of America. After a split
of the older and larger Socialist Labor Party of America in 1899, protracted unity discussions
between the Debs group and an organized body of former SLP dissidents ensued. This unity effort
was marked by Debs's first run for president of the United States on a joint Social Democratic ticket
in November 1900. After heated on-again off-again negotiation between the two groups, a marriage
was finally brokered in the summer of 1901 and the Socialist Party of America was launched. The
party would soon grow to become the third biggest in American politics, with Debs enthusiastically
heading the Socialist ticket in 1904 in the second of his five runs for the presidency.
  when will civilization end: Herald and Presbyter , 1915
  when will civilization end: Editor & Publisher , 1919 Directory of interactive products and
services included as section 2 of a regular issue annually, 1995-
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