vulgar signs in asl

vulgar signs in asl refer to gestures and expressions used in American Sign Language
that convey offensive or inappropriate meanings. Understanding these signs is essential for
both learners and interpreters to ensure respectful and accurate communication. While ASL
is a rich and expressive language, it also contains signs that are considered vulgar or
profane, similar to spoken languages. This article explores the nature of vulgar signs in ASL,
their cultural context, and the importance of sensitivity when using or interpreting them.
Additionally, it addresses the challenges of translating vulgar language across different
languages and communities. The following sections provide an in-depth examination of
vulgar signs in ASL, their usage, and appropriate alternatives.

e Understanding Vulgar Signs in ASL

e Common Vulgar Signs and Their Meanings
e Cultural Sensitivity and Context

e Impact of Vulgar Signs on Communication

e Alternatives to Vulgar Signs in ASL

Understanding Vulgar Signs in ASL

Vulgar signs in ASL are those that express profanity, insults, or inappropriate content,
paralleling what is often considered offensive language in spoken English. These signs can
range from mild expletives to highly offensive gestures. It is crucial to recognize that the
perception of vulgarity in ASL can vary based on regional, generational, and cultural
differences within the Deaf community. Like any language, ASL evolves over time, and
certain signs may shift in acceptability. Understanding the linguistic and cultural nuances of
vulgar signs in ASL helps prevent misunderstandings and promotes respectful
communication.

Definition and Characteristics

Vulgar signs in ASL typically involve specific handshapes, movements, and facial
expressions that convey strong emotions or offensive messages. These signs are often
used to express anger, frustration, or insult. Unlike spoken profanity, which is auditory, ASL
vulgar signs are visual and can be more explicit due to the language’s reliance on gestures.
The intensity of vulgar signs is often amplified by non-manual markers such as facial
grimaces or body posture.



Historical Context

The use of vulgar signs in ASL has a historical context tied to the Deaf community's social
interactions and cultural identity. Some signs originated as a form of rebellion or humor,
while others were adopted from general American culture. Over time, the Deaf community
has developed its own standards regarding which signs are acceptable in various settings.
Recognizing this history is important for understanding the role of vulgar signs in ASL
today.

Common Vulgar Signs and Their Meanings

There are several well-known vulgar signs in ASL that convey meanings equivalent to
offensive words or phrases in English. These signs are generally not appropriate in formal or
respectful communication but can be encountered in informal or expressive contexts.
Knowledge of these signs is important for interpreters and learners to avoid unintended
offense or miscommunication.

Examples of Vulgar Signs

e F-Bomb Sign: This sign mimics the shape of the letter “F” with the middle finger
extended, mirroring the English gesture for a strong expletive.

e “Shut Up” Vulgar Gesture: A forceful movement of the index finger across the lips
combined with an aggressive facial expression.

e Insulting Terms: Signs that represent derogatory words related to intelligence or
morality, often combined with facial expressions to amplify their rudeness.

* Sexual References: Gestures that depict sexual acts or body parts, which are
considered vulgar in most social contexts.

Usage and Context

While vulgar signs are generally inappropriate in professional or educational settings, they
may appear in casual conversations, storytelling, or artistic performances within the Deaf
community. The context in which a vulgar sign is used often determines its acceptability.
For example, some individuals use such signs to express strong emotions or humor among
close friends. However, using these signs without understanding the cultural implications
can lead to misunderstandings or offense.

Cultural Sensitivity and Context

The use of vulgar signs in ASL is deeply intertwined with cultural sensitivity and context.



What may be considered vulgar or offensive in one group or setting may not carry the same
weight in another. Understanding these cultural nuances is essential for respectful
communication within and outside the Deaf community.

Regional and Generational Differences

Different regions and age groups within the Deaf community may have varying
interpretations of vulgar signs. Some signs considered highly offensive by older generations
may be used more casually by younger signers, and vice versa. Awareness of these
differences helps avoid miscommunication and fosters better cultural competence.

Professional and Social Boundaries

In professional environments such as interpreting, education, or public speaking, the use of
vulgar signs is generally discouraged or prohibited. Maintaining professionalism requires
avoiding language that could be deemed offensive. In social contexts, however, the
boundaries can be more flexible depending on relationships and mutual understanding.

Impact of Vulgar Signs on Communication

Vulgar signs in ASL can significantly impact communication by conveying strong emotions
or insults. Their use can either enhance expressive language or create barriers and conflict
depending on the context and audience.

Enhancing Expressiveness

When used appropriately, vulgar signs can add emotional depth and realism to storytelling
or artistic performances. They serve as a linguistic tool to convey frustration, humor, or
emphasis effectively.

Potential for Misunderstanding

Misuse or misunderstanding of vulgar signs can lead to offense, damaged relationships, or
misinterpretation of intent. Interpreters and learners must be particularly cautious,
ensuring that the use of such language aligns with the context and audience expectations.

Alternatives to Vulgar Signs in ASL

To maintain respectful and professional communication, many Deaf individuals and
interpreters use alternative signs that convey strong emotions or criticism without resorting
to vulgarity. These alternatives help foster positive interactions and avoid unnecessary
offense.



Polite Expressions of Displeasure

Instead of using vulgar signs, expressions such as “annoyed,” “upset,” or “angry” are
signed with appropriate facial expressions to convey frustration or dissatisfaction politely.

Creative Language Use

Many signers employ humor, sarcasm, or metaphorical signs to express strong feelings
without vulgarity. This approach enriches communication while respecting cultural norms.

Guidelines for Interpreters

Interpreters are advised to use discretion when encountering vulgar signs, opting for
equivalent non-vulgar expressions when appropriate, especially in formal settings.
Maintaining neutrality and cultural awareness is key to effective interpreting.

1. Recognize the context before using or interpreting vulgar signs.
2. Use non-vulgar alternatives when communicating in professional or public settings.
3. Understand the cultural background of the signer to interpret intent accurately.

4. Avoid assuming vulgar meaning without considering facial expressions and context.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are vulgar signs in ASL?

Vulgar signs in ASL refer to gestures or signs that convey offensive, rude, or inappropriate
meanings, similar to swear words or obscene gestures in spoken languages.

Are vulgar signs commonly used in ASL?

Vulgar signs are generally not used in polite or formal ASL communication, but like any
language, they exist and may be used in informal settings or among close friends.

Can vulgar signs in ASL vary by region or community?

Yes, some vulgar signs may vary regionally or culturally within Deaf communities, just as
slang and offensive language can differ among spoken languages.



Is it considered offensive to learn or use vulgar signs in
ASL?

Using vulgar signs can be offensive if used inappropriately, but learning about them is
important for understanding the language fully and recognizing when they are used.

How can | learn about vulgar signs in ASL respectfully?

To learn about vulgar signs respectfully, study them in educational contexts, consult
reliable ASL resources, or learn from Deaf community members who can explain their
meanings and appropriate usage.

Are there specific signs in ASL that are equivalent to
English swear words?

Yes, ASL has specific signs that convey strong emotions or offensive meanings similar to
English swear words, but they often use different handshapes and facial expressions unique
to ASL.

Do facial expressions play a role in vulgar signs in ASL?

Absolutely. Facial expressions are crucial in ASL and can change the meaning of a sign,
including vulgar or offensive signs, by adding intensity or emotion.

Can vulgar signs in ASL be used in humor or
storytelling?

Yes, vulgar signs may be used in humorous contexts or storytelling within the Deaf
community, but their use depends on the audience and social setting.

Is it appropriate to teach children vulgar signs in ASL?

It is generally not appropriate to teach children vulgar signs as part of their ASL education,
focusing instead on respectful and appropriate communication.

Additional Resources

1. Vulgar Signs in ASL: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides an in-depth exploration of vulgar and taboo signs in American Sign
Language. It offers a sociolinguistic perspective on how these signs are used in different
Deaf communities. Readers will learn about the cultural context and appropriate usage to
navigate sensitive conversations respectfully.

2. ASL Slang and Vulgarity: Understanding Informal Signs

Focusing on the informal and often taboo vocabulary in ASL, this book helps learners grasp
the nuances of slang and vulgar signs. It covers how these signs evolve and the impact
they have on Deaf culture. The book is ideal for advanced ASL students seeking a more



authentic communication style.

3. Taboo Topics in ASL: Navigating Vulgar Expressions

This text addresses the challenges of discussing taboo and vulgar topics in ASL. It examines
the linguistic features that distinguish vulgar signs and offers guidance on when and how
such signs might be used. The book also delves into the ethical considerations and respect
for Deaf community norms.

4. Dirty Fingers: Vulgar Signs in American Sign Language

"Dirty Fingers" presents a candid look at the vulgar and risqué signs found within ASL. It
combines humor with education to demystify offensive signs and their cultural significance.
Readers gain insight into how these signs function as part of everyday language among
some Deaf individuals.

5. Forbidden Hands: Exploring Offensive Signs in ASL

This book explores the boundaries of offensive and vulgar signs in ASL, offering historical
background and modern usage examples. It highlights the diversity of opinions within the
Deaf community about such language. The text serves as a resource for educators and
interpreters to understand sensitive vocabulary.

6. ASL Profanity and Vulgar Language: A Cultural Insight

Providing a cultural lens, this book investigates the role of profanity and vulgarity in ASL. It
discusses how these signs reflect social attitudes and identity within Deaf culture. The book
is valuable for those interested in the intersection of language, culture, and taboo.

7. Sign Language and the Art of Vulgarity

This work analyzes the expressive power of vulgar signs in ASL and their impact on
communication. It explores how taboo signs can convey emotions and social nuances
beyond their literal meanings. The book also addresses the balance between freedom of
expression and community standards.

8. The Dark Side of ASL: Vulgar and Offensive Signs Explained

Focusing on the less-discussed aspects of ASL, this book sheds light on signs considered
vulgar or offensive. It provides explanations, examples, and the social implications of using
such language. The book aims to foster understanding and respect for the complexities of
ASL vocabulary.

9. Behind the Hands: Vulgar Expressions in Deaf Culture

"Behind the Hands" explores the intersection of vulgar signs and Deaf cultural identity. It
reveals how these expressions function within social groups and their role in humor,
rebellion, and bonding. This book is essential for anyone studying the cultural dimensions of
ASL communication.
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vulgar signs in asl: Super Smutty Sign Language Kristin Henson, 2013-10-08 A book of truly
obscene and offensive insults, sex terms, and pop culture phrases translated into American Sign
Language-from the YouTube sensation with more than 2 million views and counting Have you ever
been in a noisy bar and wanted to insult or pick up someone? Now you can say: - Douche canoe -
Cum dumpster - I lost my virginity, can [ have yours? - There's a party in my pants, and you're
invited - Do you spit or swallow? - Does the carpet match the curtains? - Gargle my ballsWas that a
queef? - You cum-guzzling ass-pirate! - Sperm burper - Let's play leap-frog naked! There are plenty
of books and Websites that teach you basic sign language phrases like Hello, I love you, and some
even cross the line into crass with fuck you, asshole, or bite me, but Super Smutty Sign Language is
the only book that delivers truly obscene and offensive insults, sex terms, and pop culture phrases
including Suck a bag of dicks, Bitch, please! You motorboating son of a bitch! and Blumpkin. Kristin
Henson, creator of the YouTube channel Dirty Signs with Kristin, presents over 200 dirty, vulgar,
foul, and disgusting words and phrases guaranteed to make you blush.

vulgar signs in asl: Random House Webster's American Sign Language Dictionary Elaine
Costello, 2008 Provides illustrated instructions for thousands of vocabulary words in American Sign
Language.

vulgar signs in asl: The Canadian Dictionary of ASL Carole Sue Bailey, Kathy Dolby, Hilda
Marian Campbell, Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf, 2002-06-27 Separate sections are included
on: fingerspelling, ASL handshapes, numbers, pronouns, time concepts, and geographic place
names.--BOOK JACKET.

vulgar signs in asl: Deaf World Lois Bragg, 2001-02 Bragg (English, Gallaudet U.) has
collected a selection of sources including political writings and personal memoirs covering topics
such as eugenics, speech and lip-reading, the right to work, and the controversy over separation or
integration. This book offers a glimpse into an often overlooked but significant minority in American
culture, and one which many of the articles asserts is more like an internal colony than simply a
minority group. Annotation copyrighted by Book News Inc., Portland, OR

vulgar signs in asl: Taboo in Sign Languages Donna Jo Napoli, Jami Fisher, Gene Mirus,
2023-10-26 Taboo topics in deaf communities include the usual ones found in spoken languages, as
well as ones particular to deaf experiences, both in how deaf people relate to hearing people and
how deaf people interact with other deaf people. Attention to these topics can help linguists
understand better the consequences of field method choices and lead them to adopt better ones.
Taboo expressions in American Sign Language are innovative regarding the linguistic structures
they play with. This creativity is evident across the grammar in non-taboo expressions, but seems to
revel in profane ones. When it comes to the syntax, however, certain types of structures occur in
taboo expressions that are all but absent elsewhere, showing grammatical possibilities that might
have gone unnoticed without attention to taboo. Taboo expressions are innovative, as well, in how
they respond to changing culture, where lexical items that are incoherent with community
sensibilities are 'corrected'.

vulgar signs in asl: Sign Language Research Ceil Lucas, 1990 The second international
conference on sign language research, hosted by Gallaudet University, yielded critical findings in
vital linguistic disciplines -- phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, language acquisition
and psycholinguistics. Sign Language Research brings together in a fully synthesized volume the
work of 24 of the researchers invited to this important gathering. Scholars from Belgium to India,
from Finland to Uganda, and from Japan to the United States, exchanged the latest developments in
sign language research worldwide. Now, the results of their findings are in this comprehensive
volume complete with illustrations and photographs.

vulgar signs in asl: The Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful Elizabeth
Allen, 2014-12-12 First, you are in shock, then denial, then you cry, and then you scream. You cry
some more, scream some more, then try to work it out. You ask yourself why at least twenty times a
day. You can't sleep. You blame him. You blame yourself. That's the nature of a breakup, and it's not



easy. In The Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful, author Elizabeth Allen offers
suggestions for surviving the journey through a middle-age breakup. Using examples from a host of
breakup stories, including her own, Allen presents a humorous guide to help you get through the
fiasco and come out of it a stronger, more vibrant, confident, powerful, and totally evolved woman.
Allen presents strategies for dealing with the emotional issues that arise after such an event, and
she explores other topics relating to women's health and well-being. With humor and sarcasm, The
Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful shows that moving on with your life after a
breakup provides a true testament to the strength of all women.

vulgar signs in asl: Seeing Signs. On the appearance of manual movements in gestures Jeroen
Arendsen, 2009

vulgar signs in asl: Random House Webster's Compact American Sign Language
Dictionary Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2008-06-10 The Random House Webster’s Compact American
Sign Language Dictionary is a treasury of over 4,500 signs for the novice and experienced user alike.
It includes complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations. There is also a subject
index for easy reference as well as alternate signs for the same meaning.

vulgar signs in asl: Language, Communication and Education Barbara Mayor, A. K. Pugh,
2005-08-16 Examines communication in the classroom within the larger context of the development
of standard English and its social implications.

vulgar signs in asl: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected papers from the conference held
in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.

vulgar signs in asl: For Hearing People Only: 4th Edition Matthew S. Moore, Linda Levitan,
2016-01-14 Answers to Some of the Most Commonly Asked Questions. About the Deaf Community,
its Culture, and the “Deaf Reality.”

vulgar signs in asl: Sex Education and Counseling of Special Groups Warren Russell
Johnson, Winifred Kempton, 1981

vulgar signs in asl: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith Allan, 2019 This
volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and describe taboo words
and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. It examines topics such as
impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation of tabooed words, and
the use of taboo in banter and comedy.

vulgar signs in asl: Online Identity - An Essential Guide Rohit Raja, Amit Kumar Dewangan,
2024-04-10 In today's digital age, having a strong online identity has become more important than
ever. This book aims to explore the many facets of this topic, from the importance of building a
positive digital presence to managing one's online reputation and privacy. We want to cover
different aspects of online identity. This book will focus on the importance of online identity and how
it can affect our personal and professional lives. We also want to provide strategies for building a
strong and authentic online identity, including tips on how to curate social media profiles and
manage privacy settings. The book will also delve into the concept of digital footprints and the
implications of our online actions, explore online reputation management and how to maintain a
positive online image, and analyze the impact of online identity on mental health, including the
effects of cyberbullying and social comparison. Finally, the book will look into the future of online
identity, exploring emerging technologies such as blockchain-based identity solutions and virtual
reality environments. With practical tips and insightful analysis, this book hopes to become an
essential guide for anyone looking to navigate the complexities of online identity in the digital age.

vulgar signs in asl: Language in Motion Jerome Daniel Schein, David Alan Stewart, 1995
This enjoyable book first introduces sign language and communication, follows with a history of sign
languages in general, then delves into the structure of American Sign Language (ASL). Later
chapters outline the special skills of fingerspelling and assess artificial sign systems and their net
worth. Language in Motion also describes the process required to learn sign language, then explains
how to use it to communicate in the Deaf community. Appendices featuring the manual alphabets of
three countries complete this enriching book.



vulgar signs in asl: Random House American Sign Language Dictionary Elaine Costello,
1994 This dictionary represents the cutting edge in reference for American Sign Language, with a
treasury of signs for the novice and experienced user alike. Its many features include: over 4,500
signs complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations separate sections on
geographical signs how numbers are signed in different contexts and the role of finger spelling a
subject index This dictionary is the only one that makes it easy for you to match the right signs with
the right meanings by giving you: alternate signs for the same meaning, plus different signs for
different meanings of the same word complete definitions that show you which meanings go with
which signs over 3,000 cross references to the illustrated signs

vulgar signs in asl: Spectacular Listening Byrd McDaniel, 2024 In ways both mundane and
sensational, listening can be an expressive act, enabling people to stage consumption as a public
practice -- what author Byrd McDaniel calls spectacular listening. With a range of compelling
ethnographic case studies, McDaniel investigates a broad shift in contemporary listening norms and
the stakes for listeners with disabilities. He reveals how listening-as-performance can be an
opportunity for play, as well as a critical practice that exposes ableism in music institutions,
technologies, and discourse.

vulgar signs in asl: A Dictionary of American Sign Language on Linguistic Principles William C.
Stokoe, Dorothy C. Casterline, Carl G. Croneberg, 1976

vulgar signs in asl: Concise Lexicon for Sign Linguistics Jan Nijen Twilhaar, Beppie van den
Bogaerde, 2016-06-15 This extensive, well-researched and clearly formatted lexicon of a wide variety
of linguistic terms is a long overdue. It is an extremely welcome addition to the bookshelves of sign
language teachers, interpreters, linguists, learners and other sign language users, and of course of
the Deaf themselves. Unique to this lexicon is not only the inclusion of many terms that are used
especially for sign languages, but also the fact that for the terms, there are not only examples from
spoken languages but there are also glossed and translated examples from several different sign
languages. There are many interesting features to this lexicon. There is an immediate temptation to
find examples of terms in the sign language one is studying as well as determining how many of the
most used concepts would be signed in the local language. As there are to date still almost no
reference grammars of sign languages, the definitions of many of these concepts would be extremely
helpful for those linguists planning to make a reference grammar of their sign language.
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VULGAR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster coarse, vulgar, gross, obscene, ribald mean
offensive to good taste or morals. coarse implies roughness, rudeness, or crudeness of spirit,
behavior, or language

VULGAR | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary vulgar adjective (RUDE) rude and likely to
upset or anger people, especially by referring to sex and the body in an unpleasant way

VULGAR Definition & Meaning | Vulgar definition: characterized by ignorance of or lack of good
breeding or taste.. See examples of VULGAR used in a sentence

vulgar - Wiktionary, the free dictionary vulgar (plural vulgars) (historical or derogatory) A
common, ordinary person. quotations

Vulgar - definition of vulgar by The Free Dictionary 1. characterized by ignorance of or lack of
good breeding or taste: vulgar ostentation. 2. indecent; obscene; lewd: a vulgar gesture. 3. lacking in
refinement; crude; coarse; boorish. 4. of,

VULGAR definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If you describe a person or their
behaviour as vulgar, you mean that they lack taste or behave rudely

vulgar adjective - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage Definition of vulgar adjective
in Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more

vulgar, adj. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English vulgar, adj. meanings, etymology,
pronunciation and more in the Oxford English Dictionary

vulgar - Dictionary of English crude; coarse; unrefined: a vulgar peasant. of, pertaining to, or
constituting the ordinary people in a society: the vulgar masses. current; popular; common: a vulgar
success; vulgar beliefs.

vulgar | Dictionaries and vocabulary tools for English language Definition of vulgar. English
dictionary and integrated thesaurus for learners, writers, teachers, and students with advanced,
intermediate, and beginner levels
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