ways dictators come to power

ways dictators come to power have been studied extensively by historians,
political scientists, and analysts seeking to understand the mechanisms
behind authoritarian rule. Dictatorship often arises through a combination of
social, political, and economic factors, and the methods employed by
individuals to seize control vary widely depending on context. This article
explores the most common paths dictators take to establish their rule,
ranging from exploiting political instability to manipulating democratic
processes or employing military force. Understanding these pathways is
crucial for recognizing early warning signs and preventing the erosion of
democratic institutions. The following sections delve into the diverse
strategies and tactics dictators use to consolidate power and the conditions
that facilitate their rise.

Exploiting Political Instability and Social Unrest

Manipulating Democratic Institutions and Processes

Seizing Power Through Military Coups

Leveraging Propaganda and Control of Information

Utilizing Legal Frameworks and Constitutional Manipulations

Exploiting Political Instability and Social
Unrest

One of the primary ways dictators come to power is by taking advantage of
periods marked by political instability and social unrest. When governments
fail to address economic crises, corruption, or widespread dissatisfaction,
they create an environment ripe for authoritarian takeovers. Dictators often
present themselves as the only viable solution to chaos and disorder,
promising stability and security.

Capitalizing on Economic Crises

Economic downturns, such as hyperinflation, unemployment, or scarcity of
resources, can severely weaken public trust in democratic governments.
Dictators exploit these hardships by blaming existing political structures
and offering radical solutions, which can gain significant public support
during desperate times.



Utilizing Social Divisions and Conflicts

Social unrest stemming from ethnic, religious, or class divisions provides
another avenue for dictators. By positioning themselves as protectors of a
particular group or ideology, they mobilize support and justify authoritarian
measures as necessary for maintaining order.

Creating or Exacerbating Crises

In some cases, aspiring dictators may deliberately provoke crises or
exaggerate threats to heighten fears and justify the suspension of democratic
norms. This tactic often involves manipulating fears of external enemies or
internal subversive elements.

Manipulating Democratic Institutions and
Processes

Contrary to the image of dictators as solely military strongmen, many rise to
power through ostensibly democratic means. This includes exploiting electoral
systems, undermining political opposition, and manipulating legal frameworks

to legitimize authoritarian control.

Winning Elections Through Populism

Some dictators initially gain power by winning free elections, often
leveraging populist rhetoric and promises to marginalized groups. Once in
office, they gradually erode democratic checks and balances to consolidate
power.

Suppressing Opposition Parties and Media

After gaining power, authoritarian leaders frequently restrict political
competition by banning opposition parties, intimidating opponents, and
controlling the press. These actions weaken democratic accountability and
entrench dictatorial rule.

Electoral Fraud and Manipulation

Manipulating electoral outcomes through vote rigging, intimidation, or legal
obstacles to candidacies is another common method. This undermines the
legitimacy of democratic processes, allowing dictators to maintain a facade
of legality.



Seizing Power Through Military Coups

Military coups represent a direct and forceful way dictators come to power,
often occurring in states with weak civilian control over the armed forces.
Coups can be swift, violent, and decisively dismantle existing democratic or
civilian governance.

Role of the Military in Political Power

In many cases, the military serves as a key political actor capable of
intervening during crises. Ambitious military leaders may justify coups by
claiming to restore order or protect national interests.

Stages of a Military Coup

A typical military coup involves surprise, rapid seizure of critical
infrastructure, and neutralization of political leaders. Control over
communication channels and security forces is essential to prevent
resistance.

Aftermath and Consolidation

Following a successful coup, military dictators often suspend constitutions,
dissolve legislatures, and rule through decrees. They may also hold sham
elections or establish military juntas to govern.

Leveraging Propaganda and Control of
Information

Control over information and propaganda is a crucial tool for dictators to
gain and maintain power. By shaping public perception, authoritarian leaders
can justify their rule and suppress dissent.

State-Controlled Media

Dictators commonly take over or heavily influence media outlets, ensuring
that news and narratives support their agenda while silencing critical
voices.

Use of Censorship and Surveillance

Censorship of the internet, publications, and public discourse, combined with



surveillance of citizens, helps authoritarian regimes prevent opposition
coordination and maintain a climate of fear.

Promoting a Cult of Personality

Many dictators build a cult of personality by glorifying themselves through
propaganda campaigns, portraying themselves as indispensable leaders with
extraordinary abilities and virtues.

Utilizing Legal Frameworks and Constitutional
Manipulations

Dictators often exploit existing legal and constitutional systems to
legitimize their rule, making authoritarianism appear lawful and orderly
rather than overtly oppressive.

Amending Constitutions

Authoritarian leaders frequently initiate constitutional amendments to extend
term limits, increase executive powers, or weaken judicial independence,
thereby embedding their control within legal frameworks.

Manipulating Judicial Systems

Control over courts allows dictators to suppress political opponents through
legal means, including politically motivated trials and imprisonment, which
further consolidates power.

Enacting Emergency Laws

Declaring states of emergency enables dictators to bypass normal legal
processes, curtail civil liberties, and rule by decree under the guise of
protecting national security or public order.

Common Factors Facilitating Dictatorial Rise

While the methods vary, certain underlying factors often facilitate the rise
of dictators. Recognizing these conditions is essential for understanding the
broader context of authoritarianism.

e Weak democratic institutions and lack of checks and balances



e Economic instability and widespread poverty
e Corruption and loss of public trust in government
e Social fragmentation and identity-based conflicts

e Fear of external threats or internal enemies

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common tactics dictators use to rise to
power?

Dictators often use tactics such as exploiting political instability,
manipulating elections, using propaganda, suppressing opposition, and
leveraging military or paramilitary forces to seize control.

How do economic crises contribute to the rise of
dictators?

Economic crises create widespread dissatisfaction and instability, allowing
dictators to promise quick solutions and gain popular support by exploiting
public fear and uncertainty.

Can dictators come to power through democratic
elections?

Yes, some dictators initially come to power through democratic elections by
exploiting populist sentiments, then gradually dismantle democratic
institutions to consolidate their rule.

What role does propaganda play in a dictator's rise
to power?

Propaganda helps dictators manipulate public opinion, spread misinformation,
glorify their image, and discredit opponents, facilitating their acceptance
and control over the population.

How do military coups enable dictators to take
control?

Military coups allow dictators to seize power by force, bypassing legal and
electoral processes, often justified by claims of restoring order or national
security.



Why do political instability and weak institutions
favor the emergence of dictators?

Political instability and weak institutions create power vacuums and reduce
checks and balances, making it easier for authoritarian figures to
consolidate power without effective resistance.

How do dictators use fear and violence to maintain
power after coming to power?

Dictators use fear and violence to intimidate opposition, suppress dissent,
control the population, and maintain authority by demonstrating the
consequences of resistance.

What role does nationalism play in the rise of
dictators?

Nationalism can be exploited by dictators to unite people against perceived
enemies, justify authoritarian measures, and build a loyal base by appealing
to patriotic sentiments.

Can social media influence the rise of dictators?

Yes, social media can be used both to promote authoritarian agendas through
misinformation and propaganda, and to mobilize support; however, it can also
be a tool for opposition and resistance.

Additional Resources

1. The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert 0. Paxton

This book explores how fascist dictatorships emerge by analyzing historical
examples from the early 20th century. Paxton delves into the social,
political, and economic conditions that enable authoritarian leaders to rise.
The work highlights the role of mass movements and propaganda in solidifying
power.

2. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century by Timothy Snyder
Snyder offers a concise guide to recognizing and resisting the early signs of
tyranny. Drawing from historical cases, the book discusses how dictators
exploit crises and manipulate institutions to gain control. It serves as a
warning and a practical manual for defending democracy.

3. How Democracies Die by Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt

This book examines the gradual erosion of democratic norms that often
precedes the rise of authoritarian leaders. The authors analyze contemporary
and historical examples to show how elected leaders can subvert democracy
from within. They emphasize the importance of political institutions and



norms in preventing dictatorship.

4. Dictatorship: An Introduction by Frank Dikotter

Dikotter provides a broad overview of the nature and origins of dictatorships
across different regions and eras. The book discusses the strategies
dictators use to consolidate power, including repression, propaganda, and co-
opting elites. It also explores why dictatorships often arise during periods
of social upheaval.

5. Hitler: Ascent, 1889-1939 by Volker Ullrich

This biography traces Adolf Hitler’s rise from obscurity to becoming the
dictator of Nazi Germany. Ullrich investigates the social and political
context that allowed Hitler to exploit nationalist sentiments and economic
turmoil. The book reveals how charisma, opportunism, and violence combined in
his path to power.

6. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt

Arendt’s seminal work analyzes the historical roots of totalitarian regimes
like Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia. She explores how ideologies,
propaganda, and terror are used by dictators to dismantle democratic
institutions. The book provides a philosophical and historical framework for
understanding the rise of such regimes.

7. Stalin: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 by Stephen Kotkin

Kotkin’s biography covers the early life and political maneuvering that
enabled Joseph Stalin to become the Soviet dictator. The narrative focuses on
Stalin’s strategic use of party bureaucracy, alliances, and ruthless tactics.
It sheds light on the complex factors that facilitated his consolidation of
power.

8. The Road to Unfreedom: Russia, Europe, America by Timothy Snyder

Snyder examines contemporary authoritarian trends and how modern dictators
exploit misinformation and nationalism. The book discusses the manipulation
of history and identity as tools for gaining political control. It provides
insight into the mechanisms behind the resurgence of authoritarianism in the
21st century.

9. Power and Powerlessness in a Stalinist City by William J. Chase

This study investigates how Stalinist dictatorships maintained control at the
local level through surveillance, repression, and social control. Chase
highlights the interactions between ordinary citizens and state authorities
in the consolidation of authoritarian power. The book illustrates the micro-
level dynamics that support dictatorial regimes.
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ways dictators come to power: Ways of Dictatorship Chester Sidney Williams, 1941

ways dictators come to power: Feminist Theory Robin O. Andreasen, Ann E. Cudd, E.
Diaz-Ledn, 2025-04-03 Bringing together influential voices and groundbreaking new essays,
Feminist Theory: A Philosophical Anthology examines the key questions at the heart of feminist
philosophy through a clear structure and accessible yet rigorous content. This carefully curated
selection of classic and contemporary essays emphasizes the flourishing growth of feminist thought
over time, ranging from foundational texts by Simone de Beauvoir, Judith Butler, and Kimberlé
Crenshaw, to new essays by contemporary scholars like Kate Manne, Talia Mae Bettcher, and Robin
Dembroff. This edition expands on the original with fresh scholarship and a broader range of
perspectives on gender, identity, knowledge, production and justice. New essays address
intersectionality, gender identity, the critique of ideal theory, feminist critiques of traditional ethics,
the impact of social norms on autonomy and epistemic injustice, and much more. Including critiques
of traditional philosophical frameworks and self-reflection of feminism itself, this essential collection
highlights how feminist theory shapes and challenges our current understanding of society.
Designed for students and scholars in philosophy, gender studies, and social theory, Feminist
Theory: A Philosophical Anthology is ideal for students taking courses in feminist philosophy and
feminist theory, educators in social sciences and humanities, and activists and professionals seeking
a nuanced understanding of feminist philosophy.

ways dictators come to power: Perpetrators of Mass Atrocities Alette Smeulers,
2023-12-22 The 9/11 attacks, as well as the ones in Madrid, London, Paris and Brussels; the
genocides in Nazi Germany, Rwanda and Cambodia; the torture in dictatorial regimes; the wars in
former Yugoslavia, Syria and Iraq and currently in Ukraine; the sexual violence during periods of
conflict, all make us wonder: why would anyone do something like that? Who are these people?
Drawing on 30 years of research, in this book Alette Smeulers explores the perpetrators of mass
atrocities such as war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide and terrorism. Examining
questions of why people kill and torture and how mass atrocities can be explained, Smeulers
presents a typology of perpetrators, with different ranks, roles and motives. Devoting one chapter to
each type of perpetrator, the book combines insights from academic research with illustrative case
studies of well-known perpetrators, from dictators to middlemen, to lower ranking officials and
terrorists. Their stories are explored in depth as the book examines their behaviour and motivation.
Perpetrators of Mass Atrocities thus provides a comprehensive understanding of the causes of
extreme mass violence. Such knowledge not only can help the international criminal justice system
to be able to attribute blame in a fairer way but can also assist in preventing such atrocities being
committed on the current scale. Perpetrators of Mass Atrocities is essential reading for all those
interested in war crimes, genocide, terrorism and mass violence

ways dictators come to power: Dictatorship Jennifer Fandel, 2007-07 Discusses what a
dictatorship is, how it differs from a military dictatorship, and the history of this form of government
and introduces current and past dictators.

ways dictators come to power: The Rise and Fall of Global Dictatorships Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-26 In a world marred by the shadows of oppression, dictatorships have emerged as a
persistent threat to human freedom and dignity. This comprehensive book delves into the complex
phenomenon of dictatorships, exploring their origins, manifestations, and consequences. Through a
meticulous analysis of historical and contemporary examples, the book unravels the intricate web of
factors that contribute to the rise and fall of dictatorships. It examines the political, economic, social,
and cultural conditions that foster the emergence of authoritarian regimes, shedding light on the
strategies and tactics employed by dictators to consolidate and maintain their power. Furthermore,
the book delves into the profound impact of dictatorships on societies, examining the devastating toll
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they take on human rights, economic development, and social progress. It exposes the systematic
repression, censorship, and violence perpetrated by dictators, highlighting the resilience and
courage of those who dare to resist tyranny. With a keen eye for detail, the book dissects the
psychology of dictators, revealing the traits and motivations that drive their insatiable thirst for
power. It explores the dark recesses of their minds, uncovering the complex interplay of personality
disorders, paranoia, and megalomania that often characterize these individuals. This book is not
merely an academic exploration; it is a call to action. It emphasizes the urgent need for global
cooperation and solidarity in combating the scourge of dictatorship. It proposes concrete strategies
for promoting democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, underscoring the importance of
international pressure, economic sanctions, and diplomatic engagement. Ultimately, this book is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of humanity's quest for freedom. It is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, the flame of liberty can never be extinguished. It is a clarion call for vigilance,
resilience, and unwavering commitment to the cause of justice and human dignity. If you like this
book, write a review!

ways dictators come to power: Principles of Comparative Politics William Roberts Clark,
Matt Golder, Sona Nadenichek Golder, 2017-02-23 Principles of Comparative Politics offers the most
comprehensive and up-to-date introduction to comparative inquiry, research, and scholarship. In this
thoroughly revised Third Edition, students now have an even better guide to cross-national
comparison and why it matters. The new edition retains a focus on the enduring questions with
which scholars grapple, the issues about which consensus has started to emerge, and the tools
comparativists use to get at the complex problems in the field. Among other things, the updates to
this edition include a thoroughly-revised chapter on dictatorships that incorporates a discussion of
the two fundamental problems of authoritarian rule: authoritarian power-sharing and authoritarian
control; a revised chapter on culture and democracy that includes a more extensive examination of
cultural modernization theory and a new overview of survey methods for addressing sensitive topics;
a new section on issues related to electoral integrity; an expanded assessment of different forms of
representation; and a new intuitive take on statistical analyses that provides a clearer explanation of
how to interpret regression results. Examples from the gender and politics literature have been
incorporated into various chapters, the Problems sections at the end of each chapter have been
expanded, a! nd the empirical examples and data on various types of institutions have been updated.
Online videos and tutorials are available to address some of the more methodological components
discussed in the book. The authors have thoughtfully streamlined chapters to better focus attention
on key topics.

ways dictators come to power: Reorganization of the Federal Judiciary United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1937

ways dictators come to power: Shaping the Developing World Andy Baker, 2021-01-22 Why
are some countries rich and others poor? Colonialism, globalization, bad government, gender
inequality, geography, and environmental degradation are just some of the potential answers to this
complex question. Using a threefold framework of the West, the South, and the natural world,
Shaping the Developing World provides a logical and intuitive structure for categorizing and
evaluating the causes of underdevelopment. This interdisciplinary book also describes the social,
political, and economic aspects of development and is relevant to students in political science,
international studies, geography, sociology, economics, gender studies, and anthropology. The
Second Edition has been updated to include the most recent development statistics and to
incorporate new research on topics like climate change, democratization, religion and prosperity,
the resource curse, and more. This second edition also contains expanded discussions of gender,
financial inclusion, crime and police killings, and the Middle East, including the Syrian Civil War.

ways dictators come to power: Economic Instruments of Security Policy G. Shiffman,
James J. Jochum, 2011-03-09 Governments have at their disposal many economic instruments to
promote national security, such as sanctions, foreign aid, international trade, international finance
and laws blocking funds for international terrorism. This book examines the use of theses economic



policies and addresses how best to measure their effectiveness.

ways dictators come to power: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1981 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

ways dictators come to power: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the Senate Committee
on the Judiciary United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1937

ways dictators come to power: Cities and Stability Jeremy L. Wallace, 2014 China's
management of urbanization is an under-appreciated factor in the regime's longevity. The Chinese
Communist Party fears Latin Americanization -- the emergence of highly unequal megacities with
their attendant slums and social unrest. Such cities threaten the survival of nondemocratic regimes.
To combat the threat, many regimes, including China's, favor cities in policymaking. Cities and
Stability shows this urban bias to be a Faustian Bargain: cities may be stabilized for a time, but the
massive in-migration from the countryside that results can generate the conditions for political
upheaval. Through its hukou system of internal migration restrictions, China has avoided this
dilemma, simultaneously aiding urbanites and keeping farmers in the countryside. The system
helped prevent social upheaval even during the Great Recession, when tens of millions of laid-off
migrant workers dispersed from coastal cities. Jeremy Wallace's powerful account forces us to
rethink the relationship between cities and political stability throughout the developing world.

ways dictators come to power: War: Essays on the Epic Issue of Politics Tim Voigt,
2025-04-12 War is a serious issue of the state. It has been fought over for ages. Many states
maintain militaries to use force when diplomacy, treaties, and civility utterly fail. History has known
many ages of war, soldiers, weapons, armies, and arenas of it. It has a long sorry history in the story
of Man. Here in this book we will review this epical issue and discuss much more into its perennial
subject.

ways dictators come to power: Hearings, March 22-25, 1937 United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on the Judiciary, 1937

ways dictators come to power: Witch Ways Christine Pope, Meredith Medina, Kat Parrish, Lily
Luchesi, Julia Crane, J.A. Belfield, SM Reine, Nicole Zoltack, Maria Vermisoglou, T] Green, Stella
Fitzsimons, Cherie Claire, Karin de Havin, Jo-Ann Carson, Ashley McLeo, Selina J. Eckert, Rhonda
Hopkins, P.D. Workman, Phaedra Weldon, 2020-10-02 It’s time to get your witch on.... More than
one million words of witchy goodness! Get ready to be transported with this magical boxed set of
stories from NY Times, USA Today, and national bestselling authors! In this collection, you’ll find
witches, wizards, and warlocks, along with vampires, shifters, and other creatures of the night. The
Witch Ways boxed set includes these first-in-series paranormal romance and urban fantasy stories:
STORM BORN - Christine Pope STICKS AND STONES - Meredith Medina DEUS EX MAGICAL - Kat
Parrish THE COVEN PRINCESS - Lily Luchesi SHADES OF MAGICK - Julia Crane CALLED - J.A.
Belfield GRAVE MISTAKE - Christine Pope DEATH’S HAND - SM Reine A QUESTION OF FAITH -
Nicole Zoltack BEWARE THE VIOLET - Maria Vermisoglou BURIED MAGIC - T] Green LUNA - Stella
Fitzsimons GHOST OF A CHANCE - Cherie Claire HOW TO SNAG A SHIFTER - Karin de Havin THE
PERFECT BREW - Jo-Ann Carson BEWITCHING BEDLAM - Yasmine Galenorn VANILLA BEAN
VAMPIRE - Selina J. Eckert A WITCHY MISTAKE - Rhonda Hopkins WHAT THE CAT KNEW - P.D.
Workman ELEMENTAL ARCANE - Phaedra Weldon FOUND OBJECTS - Christine Pope

ways dictators come to power: The Deepest and Noblest Aspirations Ronald Reagan, Cider
Mill Press, 2010-04-27 Admirers of Ronald Reagan will appreciate this collection of some of his most
astute and inspirational sayings, which, even in the short time since his death, are proving timeless.
The Deepest and Noblest Aspirations is an inspiring collection of sayings by President Ronald Regan.
It is based on the complete quote, Freedom is one of the deepest and noblest aspirations of the
human spirit. This elegantly designed compendium gathes the very best, most thought-provoking



statements. A wonderful gift for students, history buffs, and the millions of Americans who admire
Ronald Regan snd want to learn more about him

ways dictators come to power: Dictatorships in Twenty-First-Century Latin America Osvaldo
Hurtado, 2022-11-22 Written by former President of Ecuador Osvaldo Hurtado, Dictatorships in
Twenty-First-Century Latin America explores the most important Latin American political
phenomenon to emerge in the first two decades of the twenty-first century: democratic governments
elected by citizens have become autocratic governments through the manipulation of the
constitutional order and the legislative and judicial functions. Unlike traditional Latin American
dictatorships, those of the twenty-first century have not been established by the military but by
civilian politicians who were voted into power by the people to govern their countries subject to the
provisions of the constitution and the law. Once the leaders assumed the presidency, however, they
ignored the constitution under which they were elected and replaced it with one tailored to their
political ambitions, using the broad powers assigned to them to remain in power indefinitely. This is
what Presidents Hugo Chavez and Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela, Evo Morales in Bolivia, Rafael
Correa in Ecuador, Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua, and Nayib Bukele in El Salvador have all done.
Hurtado explains the paradox of this new Latin American authoritarian trend occurring when, for
the first time in the history of the subcontinent, democratic institutions governed in all countries,
with the sole exception of Cuba.

ways dictators come to power: Research Handbook on Authoritarianism Natasha Lindstaedst,
Jeroen ].J. den Bosch, 2024-03-14 This Research Handbook provides a comprehensive overview of
the latest knowledge on authoritarian regimes. Combining quantitative research and in-depth case
studies, it not only provides novel insight into past and current dictatorships, but also forecasts
potential new developments in authoritarian politics.

ways dictators come to power: To Lead the Way D. B. Clark, 2000 This novel and
accompanying leadership training manual makes leadership training more than just a leadership
development experience; it makes it fun. Five characters, representing the five Blake-Mouton
leadership styles, vie for leadership as they struggle to survive and save their town and people from
a seemingly overwhelming evil. The action in the novel parallels the sessions in a leadership-training
workshop conducted for many years at Miami-Dade Community College, the largest community
college in the nation. A manual on Leadership follows the novel, in which the characters' behavior in
the novel is used to illustrate various leadership concepts and skills. Using the novel and manual you
may also assess your own typical leadership style and effectiveness.

ways dictators come to power: The Journey... Kate Fenimore, 2008-04 Kate began her career
23 years ago, starting as a Licensed Practical Nurse finding her passion in psychiatric nursing,
specialized in addictive illness. To further her knowledge in this specialized field, in 1986 she
returned to school and became a Registered Nurse, receiving her A.A.S. from Raritan Valley
Community College. She also attended the prestigious Rutgers Summer School of Alcohol Studies. In
March 2003 Kate under went Gastric Bypass Surgery and lost 187 pounds. Bariatric Angels was a
dream of a support group that I wanted to share with other recovering Bariatrics.Kate started to
build Bariatric Angels with her friend Lauren D.Skelton in 2004. A Bariatric Angels Meeting became
a place to go to get information and to share experiences, strength and hope with one another. The
dream became a reality; a support group specifically addressing the needs and issues of both pre
and post surgery Bariatric, Gastric Band, Revision and Metabolic patients. ANGELS COVE
RETREAT, LLC is Kate's most recent endeavor. The Angels Cove Retreat Program is for those
Bariatric, Gastric Band, Revision and Metabolic patients, both pre and post surgery needing a more
personalized experience to help thembreak through the stumbling blocks of recovery. Kate's
philosophy is simple, the surgery is an excellent tool in recovery but stabilization and continued
recovery is a direct outcome of interrupting the 'Success Failure Syndrome' that all Morbidly Obese
people face'. Through Bariatric Angels Meetings many successful participants, we have established
that our philosophy and program of recovery work. Angels Cove Retreat, LLC gives the individual an
opportunity to fill their 'personal tool bag' with additional special tools for times when you need a




'little extra help' to keep the focus on loosing weight or staying stabilized.Individuals develop a new
perspective and get the answers necessary to succeed through Kate's introspective techniques. I
wish I had the advantage of the ACR and BA program pre surgery, I 'm sure I would have had an
even greater weight loss. My success is through working the Bariatric Angels Program I have
maintained my weight loss. After leaving ACR patients are encouraged to continue with Bariatric
Angels Meetings and soon, B.A.Meetings will be on the Internet to help with everyone's success The
Path, which was Kate's first book and was written with assistance from Lauren, is a how to book for
the disease between the earspart. Just like the surgery, which is tool in the battle for recovery in the
disease against Morbid Obesity so is The Path. The Journey, is a look at the 'wiring of your thoughts
and excuses that lead you back into food and the 'reasons'we eat in spite of the fact that they
continue to hinder effective maintenance.Panaceas do not exist in weight loss but, weight loss
surgery and The Path and The Journey are a great start to a winning combination Kate was
nominated, and won Magic 98.3 Women Who Make Magic, 2005. Kate's dedication, diligence and
perseverance have always been in helping others overcome their issues with addictions and will
continue to be her life's work.
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