
unsettling questions

unsettling questions have a unique power to provoke deep thought and challenge our
understanding of reality, morality, and existence. These questions often linger in the mind,
prompting discomfort or curiosity by confronting paradoxes, uncertainties, or uncomfortable truths.
Exploring unsettling questions can reveal hidden assumptions, inspire philosophical inquiry, and
foster critical thinking skills. This article delves into various categories of unsettling questions, their
impact on human cognition, and why they continue to captivate and disturb individuals across
cultures and disciplines. From existential dilemmas to ethical paradoxes, these questions serve as
gateways to complex discussions about life, consciousness, and the unknown. The following sections
will provide insight into the nature of unsettling questions, examples that stand out in different
fields, and their psychological and cultural significance.
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Psychological Impact of Unsettling Questions
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How Unsettling Questions Influence Society and Culture

The Nature of Unsettling Questions
Unsettling questions are inquiries that disturb conventional thinking or reveal uncomfortable
realities. They often defy straightforward answers and require deep reflection. These questions can
arise in various contexts, including science, philosophy, ethics, and everyday life. Their unsettling
quality stems from their ability to challenge certainty, expose contradictions, or highlight the limits
of knowledge. Understanding the nature of unsettling questions requires examining their
characteristics, such as ambiguity, paradox, and existential significance.

Characteristics of Unsettling Questions
Several key traits define unsettling questions and contribute to their profound effect on the human
mind. These include:

Ambiguity: Many unsettling questions lack clear or definitive answers, leaving room for
multiple interpretations.

Paradox: They often involve contradictions or scenarios that defy logical consistency.

Existential depth: Such questions frequently touch upon fundamental aspects of human
existence, such as life, death, and consciousness.



Emotional provocation: They evoke feelings of discomfort, fear, or curiosity, compelling
individuals to confront difficult realities.

Intellectual challenge: They stimulate critical thinking and philosophical inquiry by pushing
the boundaries of understanding.

Why People Engage with Unsettling Questions
Despite their discomfort, unsettling questions attract attention because they offer opportunities for
growth and insight. Engaging with these questions can:

Encourage deeper self-awareness and reflection.

Promote open-mindedness and tolerance for ambiguity.

Enhance problem-solving and analytical skills.

Stimulate philosophical and scientific exploration.

Help individuals confront fears and uncertainties.

Examples of Unsettling Questions
Various unsettling questions have gained prominence in different fields due to their complexity and
profound implications. The following examples illustrate a range of inquiries that provoke thought
and introspection.

Existential and Metaphysical Questions
Existential questions probe the nature of existence and the human condition. These unsettling
inquiries often lack definitive answers, making them especially provocative.

What happens after death?

Is free will an illusion?

What is the nature of consciousness?

Does the universe have a purpose?

Are we living in a simulation?



Ethical and Moral Dilemmas
Ethical questions confront the principles of right and wrong, often presenting dilemmas that
challenge personal and societal values.

Is it ever justifiable to sacrifice one life to save many?

Should artificial intelligence have rights?

Can morality exist without religion?

Is punishment or rehabilitation more effective in justice?

What defines personhood?

Scientific and Technological Queries
Advances in science and technology raise unsettling questions about the future of humanity and the
limits of knowledge.

Can humans achieve immortality through technology?

What are the ethical boundaries of genetic engineering?

Could artificial intelligence surpass human intelligence permanently?

Is the universe infinite or finite?

What are the implications of discovering extraterrestrial life?

Psychological Impact of Unsettling Questions
Unsettling questions can have significant effects on mental and emotional states. Their ability to
provoke discomfort and anxiety is closely linked to how individuals process uncertainty and
ambiguity.

Emotional Responses to Unsettling Questions
When confronted with unsettling questions, individuals may experience a range of emotional
reactions, including:

Anxiety: Fear of the unknown or existential dread.



Curiosity: A desire to seek answers or understand complexities.

Discomfort: Unease caused by conflicting beliefs or uncertainty.

Confusion: Difficulty in processing ambiguous or paradoxical information.

Reflection: Engagement in introspection and deeper thought.

Cognitive Effects and Coping Mechanisms
Encountering unsettling questions can stimulate cognitive processes such as critical thinking and
problem-solving. To manage the discomfort, individuals may employ various coping strategies,
including:

Seeking information and evidence to reduce uncertainty.

Engaging in philosophical or spiritual exploration.

Discussing questions with others to gain diverse perspectives.

Accepting ambiguity as an inherent part of complex issues.

Using creative expression to process emotions.

Unsettling Questions in Philosophy and Ethics
Philosophy and ethics are domains rich with unsettling questions that challenge foundational
concepts and moral frameworks. These inquiries often serve as catalysts for intellectual progress
and ethical debates.

Philosophical Paradoxes and Thought Experiments
Philosophers use paradoxes and thought experiments to expose contradictions and explore the limits
of reasoning. Examples include:

The Ship of Theseus: questioning identity over time.

The Trolley Problem: ethical decision-making in life-and-death scenarios.

Descartes’ Evil Demon: skepticism about the external world.

Zeno’s Paradoxes: challenges to motion and infinity.



Ethical Challenges and Moral Uncertainty
Ethical unsettling questions often arise from conflicts between values or evolving societal norms.
They highlight the complexity of moral reasoning and the difficulty of prescribing universal rules.

Balancing individual rights versus collective good.

Addressing emerging technologies’ impact on privacy and autonomy.

Reconciling cultural relativism with human rights.

Evaluating the morality of animal rights and environmental responsibility.

How Unsettling Questions Influence Society and
Culture
Unsettling questions have a profound influence on cultural narratives, scientific inquiry, and social
development. Their presence in literature, media, and public discourse shapes collective
understanding and values.

Role in Literature and Art
Writers and artists frequently explore unsettling questions to evoke emotional depth and provoke
critical reflection. Themes such as mortality, identity, and the unknown pervade creative works,
enriching cultural expression.

Impact on Scientific and Technological Progress
Scientific advancement often begins with unsettling questions that challenge existing knowledge.
Addressing these inquiries drives innovation and expands the frontiers of understanding, despite
ethical and societal concerns.

Influence on Social and Political Debates
Unsettling questions are central to debates on policy, human rights, and governance. They compel
societies to examine fundamental principles and adapt to changing realities, fostering dialogue on
controversial and complex issues.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are unsettling questions?
Unsettling questions are inquiries that provoke discomfort, challenge deeply held beliefs, or reveal
uncomfortable truths, often causing introspection or unease.

Why do people ask unsettling questions?
People ask unsettling questions to stimulate critical thinking, encourage self-reflection, expose
hidden problems, or challenge societal norms and assumptions.

Can unsettling questions be beneficial?
Yes, unsettling questions can be beneficial as they promote deeper understanding, foster personal
growth, and lead to meaningful conversations and solutions.

What are some examples of unsettling questions?
Examples include: 'What if everything you believe is wrong?', 'Are we truly free or just conditioned?',
and 'What happens after death?'

How should one respond to unsettling questions?
One should approach unsettling questions with an open mind, reflect honestly, and engage
thoughtfully, rather than dismissing them out of discomfort or fear.

Do unsettling questions have a place in education?
Absolutely, unsettling questions encourage critical thinking, challenge students to explore complex
issues, and prepare them to handle uncertainty in real life.

Can unsettling questions impact mental health?
While unsettling questions can be thought-provoking, excessive rumination on them without support
may cause anxiety or distress; balance and guidance are important.

Additional Resources
1. What Lurks Beneath: Unraveling the Shadows of the Mind
This book delves into the darkest corners of human psychology, exploring the unsettling questions
about our deepest fears and subconscious drives. It challenges readers to confront what lies beneath
the surface of consciousness. Through chilling case studies and thought-provoking theories, it
reveals how much of our behavior is influenced by unseen forces.

2. The Paradox of Existence: Why Are We Here?
A philosophical exploration of one of humanity’s oldest and most unsettling questions: the purpose of
life. This book examines various religious, scientific, and existential perspectives without offering
easy answers. Instead, it encourages readers to grapple with the ambiguity and uncertainty that
define our existence.



3. When Reality Fractures: The Science of Consciousness and Doubt
This book investigates the mysteries of human consciousness and the unsettling questions about
what is real. By blending neuroscience with philosophy, it challenges the notion of objective reality
and questions the reliability of our perceptions. Readers are invited to consider how fragile and
constructed their sense of self and the world truly are.

4. The Silent Observer: Are We Alone in the Universe?
Exploring the profound and unsettling question of extraterrestrial life, this book reviews scientific
evidence and the implications of discovering—or never discovering—other intelligent beings. It
ponders the silence of the cosmos and what it might mean about our place in the universe. The book
also discusses the psychological and societal impacts of such a revelation.

5. Ethics in the Abyss: When Moral Certainty Fails
This book tackles the disturbing questions that arise when traditional moral frameworks break
down. Through real-world dilemmas and philosophical inquiry, it examines how people navigate
right and wrong in complex, ambiguous situations. It challenges readers to reconsider their ethical
assumptions and the foundations of their values.

6. The Edge of Time: Could the Future Cease to Exist?
A provocative exploration of the nature of time and the unsettling possibility that the future may be
fundamentally unknowable or even nonexistent. The book draws on physics, metaphysics, and
speculative thought experiments to question how time shapes our reality and identity. It invites
readers to confront the implications of living in a temporal world without guarantees.

7. Voices from the Void: What Happens After Death?
This book addresses one of the most profound and unsettling questions about human existence: the
nature of death and what, if anything, lies beyond. Combining scientific research, spiritual
traditions, and personal narratives, it explores the mysteries surrounding consciousness after
physical demise. Readers are encouraged to reflect on mortality and the meaning of life in light of
death.

8. Fractured Truths: How Reliable Is Memory?
Investigating the fragile and often deceptive nature of human memory, this book raises unsettling
questions about identity and reality. It explains how memories can be distorted, implanted, or lost,
challenging the idea that our past is a fixed narrative. The book reveals the implications of memory’s
unreliability for justice, relationships, and self-understanding.

9. In the Presence of the Unseen: The Limits of Human Perception
This book explores the unsettling idea that much of reality might be forever beyond human senses
and understanding. Drawing from science, mysticism, and psychology, it examines how our
perception shapes—and limits—our experience of the world. Readers are challenged to consider
what exists beyond the veil of perception and how that influences our quest for knowledge.
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  unsettling questions: Unsettling Brazil Desirée Poets, 2024-03 In this work, Desirée Poets
posits that contemporary Brazil is a settler colony. Based on ethnographic research and her
experiences growing up in Brazil, the book tells the stories of communities in Rio de Janeiro, São
Paulo, and Belo Horizonte-two quilombos, two Indigenous movements, and a favela-to unravel the
continuities and discontinuities of Brazil's settler colonial structure. As Poets argues, settler
colonialism is renewed through expectations of Indigenous and quilombola authenticity as well as
through militarization, incarceration, genocide, and marginalization that continuously attempt to
dispossess and eliminate Black and Indigenous peoples from the political landscape, including in its
urban centers. Placing these dynamics under one analytic lens, Poets navigates how the dependent
settler capitalist state has related to different Indigenous and Black groups with distinct yet
interrelated effects. She thereby challenges the still-common separation of Black and Indigenous
politics and peoples in policy, activism, and scholarship. Building on the work of Black and
Indigenous organizers and thinkers from Brazil and beyond, she makes the case for an intersectional
and transnational lens that centers the intellectual, political, and creative labor of Black and
Indigenous peoples. The book foregrounds their resistances to settler capitalism and dependency.
Common themes in Brazilian and Latin American studies emerge, and Poets's theoretical
contributions are relevant to other countries. They also invigorate a dialogue between North
America and South America. The powerful narrative will be invaluable to scholars and students of
Brazil and Latin America and encourage an imagining of decolonial strategies in both hegemonic
and peripheral settler colonial contexts around the globe--
  unsettling questions: Pursuing Intersectionality, Unsettling Dominant Imaginaries
Vivian M. May, 2015-01-09 Pursuing Intersectionality, Unsettling Dominant Imaginaries offers a
sustained, interdisciplinary exploration of intersectional ideas, histories, and practices that no other
text does. Deftly synthesizing much of the existing literatures on intersectionality, one of the most
significant theoretical and political precepts of our time, May invites us to confront a disconcerting
problem: though intersectionality is widely known, acclaimed, and applied, it is often construed in
ways that depoliticize, undercut, or even violate its most basic premises. May cogently demonstrates
how intersectionality has been repeatedly resisted, misunderstood, and misapplied: provocatively,
she shows the degree to which intersectionality is often undone or undermined by supporters and
critics alike. A clarion call to engage intersectionality’s radical ideas, histories, and justice
orientations more meaningfully, Pursuing Intersectionality answers the basic questions surrounding
intersectionality, attends to its historical roots in Black feminist theory and politics, and offers
insights and strategies from across the disciplines for bracketing dominant logics and for orienting
toward intersectional dispositions and practices.
  unsettling questions: Tough Questions Leader's Guide Garry Poole, Garry D. Poole, Judson
Poling, 2003 This revised edition of the Tough Questions series of small group curriculum faces
head-on the difficult and challenging questions seekers ask about the Christian faith.
  unsettling questions: Negative Hermeneutics and the Question of Practice Nicholas
Davey, 2023-12-28 How do words and images function hermeneutically? How does hermeneutic
practice work? Answering these questions and more, Nicholas Davey develops the hermeneutical
foundations of creative practice. In doing so, he not only uncovers the significance of philosophical
hermeneutics for the arts and the humanities, but defends the humanities as a whole from the
current scepticism inspired by deconstruction and post-structuralism. Taking Gadamer's language
ontology as its cue, this pioneering volume not only addresses certain weaknesses that Davey
observes in Gadamer's thought but further takes Gadamerian thinking beyond Gadamer himself. In
particular, Davey investigates the productive value of negativity that is central to hermeneutics and
to wider spheres of creative learning. Advocating a renewed confidence in hermeneutics and the
humanities, Negative Hermeneutics and the Question of Practice reveals how hermeneutical
thinking provides a map of the dynamics within creative practice, eliminating the need for an
externally imposed 'theory' of the arts.



  unsettling questions: Philosophy Goes to the Movies Christopher Falzon, 2014-07-31 Now
emulated in several competing publications, but still unsurpassed in clarity and insight, Philosophy
Goes to the Movies: An Introduction to Philosophy, Third Edition builds on the approach that made
the two earlier editions so successful. Drawing on many popular and some lesser known films from
around the world, Christopher Falzon introduces students to key areas in philosophy, like: • Ethics •
Social and Political Philosophy • The Theory of Knowledge • The Self and Personal Identity • Critical
Thinking Perfect for beginners, this book guides the reader through philosophy using illuminating
cinematic works, like Avatar, Inception, Fight Club, Wings of Desire, Run Lola Run, A Clockwork
Orange, Blade Runner, Dirty Harry and many other films. The fully revised and updated Third
Edition features: an expanded introduction that provides a new discussion of the relationship
between film and philosophy; new material on notable philosophers such as Aristotle, Merleau-Ponty
and Rawls; and coverage of new topics like virtue ethics and what Socrates offers for critical
thinking. An updated glossary, references and bibliography, and a filmography, are also included in
the Third Edition.
  unsettling questions: Truth and Irony Terence J. Martin, 2015-12-15 Tapping into selected
works of Erasmus of Rotterdam, this book offers a series of philosophical meditations designed to
retrieve and deploy a distinctively Erasmian manner of thinking - one that is capacious in its
perception, agile in its judgments, and unsettling in its irony. In purpose, it takes a philosophical
route, addressing perennial questions of self-knowledge - what we can know and how best to
communicate what we take to be true, what we ought to do or how we should live, and what we
might hope for or what would offer us fulfilment. In method, however, this work taps into the various
strategies of irony at play in the works of Erasmus, looking for guidance in handling these age-old
questions. What readers will find in Erasmus is a knack for playfully reversing appearances and
realities, a penchant for pushing disturbing questions relentlessly to the limit, and a skill for
juxtaposing oddly matched opposites. Again and again, Erasmus presses readers to rethink these
fundamental questions with dexterity and nuance, ever ready to appreciate the surprising and
unsettling upshot of ironic insight.
  unsettling questions: Christianity and Migration Peter C. Phan, Oxford Editor, 2025-10-07
This book essays a (not the) Christian theology of migration. The phenomenon of human migration,
that is, the movement of people to and settlement-temporary or permanent-in a new area or country,
its causes and reasons, and its historical, anthropological, social, political, legal, and cultural
dimensions have been widely studied and reasonably well understood, and the next chapter will
discuss them in detail. By contrast, theology as an academic discipline seems least capable of
illuminating this human phenomenon. It appears to most people outside the church and its
educational institutions to be at best an esoteric subject and at worst a convoluted and useless
mumbo-jumbo, especially when liberally sprinkled with Greek and Latin phrases. Why not leave the
study of migration to scholars in history, sociology, anthropology, economics, politics, and law, who,
albeit no less infected with highfalutin language than theologians, do at least try to offer practical
policies and effective strategies, either for or against immigration?-- Provided by publisher.
  unsettling questions: Naturalism and Religion Kai Nielsen, 2011-04-29 This elucidation and
defense of naturalism argues that an uncompromising secular orientation is the best framework for
the search for meaning and interprets religion in purely naturalistic terms. Part One seeks to
demonstrate that religious symbols arise from facts about human beings and the societies in which
they live, specifically our needs, fears, and aspirations. Part Two examines arguments for and
against naturalism, including the defenses of naturalism by Sidney Hook, Ernest Nagel, Antony
Flew, and critical reactions to their views. The forceful and rigorously analytical case made by Jean
Hampton against naturalism is also examined, resulting in a clarification of the substantial and
sound methodological grounds for naturalism and atheism. Part Three considers the strongest
intellectual challenge to secularism and naturalism, namely that of Ludwig Wittgenstein and some of
his followers - Norman Malcolm, D. Z. Phillips, Hilary Putnam, Rush Rhees, and Peter Winch.
Nielsen concludes that none of these critiques diminish the cogency and viability of naturalism as



the most reasonable basis for viewing our world today.
  unsettling questions: Faith Seeking Understanding Daniel L. Migliore, 2014-08-08 A superb,
standard Christian theology text for nearly a quarter century, Daniel Migliore's Faith Seeking
Understanding explores all of the major Christian doctrines in freshly contemporary ways. This third
edition offers new FOR FURTHER READING suggestions at the end of each chapter, a substantial
expansion of the glossary, and new material incorporated throughout, including a section on
Christians and Muslims. Further, the three imaginary theological dialogues culminating the book --
pointedly playful exchanges that have delighted countless readers -- are here joined by a fourth
dialogue, between Karl Barth and Friedrich Nietzsche, on atheism. All in all, a new generation of
students, pastors, and Christian educators, eager to better understand the rich heritage, central
themes, and contemporary challenges of Christian theology, will find both guidance and stimulation
in Migliore's updated work.
  unsettling questions: Unsettled Kate Grenville, 2025-04-01 What does it mean to be on land
taken from others? 'What does it mean to be on land that was taken from other people? Now that we
know how the taking was done, what do we do with that knowledge?' Kate Grenville is no stranger to
the past. Her success and fame as a writer exploded when she published The Secret River in 2005, a
bestseller based on the story of her convict ancestor, an early settler on the Hawkesbury River.
More than two decades on, and following the defeat of the Voice referendum, Grenville is still
grappling with what it means to descend from people who were, as she puts it, 'on the sharp edge of
the moving blade that was colonisation'. So she decides to go on a kind of pilgrimage, back through
the places her family stories happened, and put the stories and the First People back into the same
frame, on the same country, to try to think about those questions. This gripping book is the result of
that journey.
  unsettling questions: Bedside Manna Martin Winbolt-Lewis, 2013 A retired hospital chaplain
looks at the traumatic and complex experience of ill health that patients and their families face
together with some suggestions about the much-needed sensitive pastoral and spiritual care which
brings a feeling of nurture to people adrift from their normal lives in the National Health Service
hospital setting.
  unsettling questions: The Multiplier Effect Liz Wiseman, Lois Allen, Elise Foster,
2013-03-08 When you become a Multiplier, your whole team succeeds! Why are some leaders able to
double their team’s effectiveness, while others seem to drain the energy right out of the room?
Using insights gained from more than 100 interviews with school leaders, The Multiplier Effect
pinpoints the five disciplines that define how Multipliers bring out the best across their schools. By
practicing these disciplines, you’ll learn how to Attract top teachers to your school Create an intense
environment that demands people’s best thinking Drive sound decisions by constructing debate and
decision-making forums Give your team a sense of ownership for responsibilities and results As an
educator, you already inspire students to rise to challenges, trust their own smarts, and believe in
their own success. As a Multiplier, you’ll do the same for your colleagues—and provide staff and
students the opportunity to achieve at unprecedented levels. Everyone′s heard about legendary
educators who turn struggling schools around. Is it the force of their personality? Sheer genius? Or
does the secret of their success lie in their ability to unleash the genius in the people around them?
The Multiplier Effect suggests that by changing the way you lead, you can amplify the intelligence,
talent, and passion of your fellow teachers and together conquer the challenges today′s school face.
This is sure to be an energizing book for teachers and administrators at all levels of education.
—Daniel Pink, Author of Drive and To Sell is Human A fascinating book that shows how mindsets
shape the way people lead. This book will forever change the way we think about leadership in our
schools and the mindsets we need to tackle our biggest educational challenges. —Carol Dweck,
Lewis and Virginia Eaton Professor of Psychology, Stanford University Author of Mindset: The New
Psychology of Success
  unsettling questions: Mormon Feminism Joanna Brooks, Rachel Hunt Steenblik, Hannah
Wheelwright, 2015-10-01 This groundbreaking collection gathers together for the first time the



essential writings of the contemporary Mormon feminist movement--from its historic beginnings in
the 1970s to its vibrant present, offering the best Mormon feminist thought and writing. No issue in
Mormonism has made more headlines than the faith's distinctive approach to sex and gender. From
its polygamous nineteenth-century past to its twentieth-century stand against the Equal Rights
Amendment and its twenty-first-century fight against same-sex marriage, the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints (LDS) has consistently positioned itself on the frontlines of battles over
gender-related identities, roles, and rights. But even as the church has maintained a conservative
position in public debates over sex and gender, Mormon women have developed their own brand of
feminism by recovering the lost histories of female leadership and exploring the empowering
potential of Mormon theology. The selections in this book-many gathered from out-of-print
anthologies, magazines, and other ephemera--walk the reader through the history of Mormon
feminism, from the second-wave feminism of the 1970s to contemporary debates over the ordination
of women. Collecting essays, speeches, poems, and prose, Mormon Feminism presents the diverse
voices of Mormon women as they challenge assumptions and stereotypes, push for progress and
change in the contemporary LDS Church, and band together with other feminists of faith hoping to
build a better world.
  unsettling questions: The Pushing-Hands of Translation and its Theory Douglas Robinson,
2016-05-12 This book presents an East-West dialogue of leading translation scholars responding to
and developing Martha Cheung’s pushing-hands method of translation studies. Pushing-hands was
an idea Martha began exploring in the last four years of her life, and only had time to publish at
article length in 2012. The concept of pushing-hands suggests a promising line of inquiry into the
problem of conflict in translation. Pushing-hands opens a new vista for translation scholars to
understand and explain how to develop an awareness of non-confrontational, alternative ways to
handle translation problems or problems related to translation activities that are likely to give rise to
tension and conflict. The book is a timely contribution to celebrate Martha's work and also to move
the conversation forward. Despite being somewhat tentative and experimental, it probes into how to
enable and develop dynamic interaction between and reciprocal determinism of different hands
involved in the process of translation.
  unsettling questions: Bioethics Megan-Jane Johnstone, 2022-11-15 Now in its eighth edition,
Bioethics: A Nursing Perspective provides practical guidance on the ethical issues you might come
across in nursing practice, with real-world examples that help to bring this important subject to life.
Author Dr Megan-Jane Johnstone AO, Australia's foremost nursing ethics scholar, provides a
comprehensive framework for negotiating the ethical challenges, obligations and responsibilities you
might face. The text is engaging and easy to follow, and has been fully updated to reflect current
issues in health care such as nurse practitioner assisted dying, pandemic ethics, and the moral costs
of misinformation and medical conspiracy theories. . This book is a suitable companion to the law
and ethics components of both undergraduate and postgraduate nursing studies, and is relevant for
all nurses who encounter ethical problems in their everyday practice. - Written in an engaging style
– suitable for undergraduate as well as postgraduate students and researchers - Focuses on
prominent and topical ethical issues facing individual nurses as well as the broader profession -
Covers a broad range of bioethical issues in health care and how these relate to various fundamental
traditions in philosophical ethics - Real-life case studies and hypothetical scenarios to encourage
debate - Covers hot topics in modern nursing practice, including: - Professional standards - How to
make moral decisions - Cross-cultural ethics, including the problem of racism - Dehumanisation and
vulnerable populations - Patient rights - Mental health care ethics - End-of-life care - Moral politics
of abortion and euthanasia - Moral lessons of COVID-19 Additional resources on Evolve eBook on
VitalSource - Questions fostering critical reflection to support learning - Key points and new chapter
groupings for easy navigation - New chapter on pandemic ethics
  unsettling questions: Ingénue Saxancour; or, The Wife Separated from Her Husband
Nicolas-Edme Rétif de la Bretonne, 2017-02-28 Set in Paris in the 1780s, Rétif de la Bretonne's novel
Ingénue Saxancour is a thinly veiled account of his daughter's disastrous marriage to an abusive



husband. From the time of her marriage in January 1780, until she left her husband in July 1785,
Agnès Rétif suffered continually from severe physical, sexual, and emotional abuse. Published in
1789, Rétif's novel scandalized the public with its graphic descriptions of his son-in-law's sexual
perversity and brutal violence. Rétif's novel remains shocking even two centuries later and continues
to raise disturbing questions about power relations within abusive relationships. Perhaps most
disturbing of all are the accusations leveled against Rétif himself concerning his motives for writing
and publishing this account: Was he, as some charged, a shameless exhibitionist willing to reveal his
family's darkest secrets merely to attract attention and broaden his readership? Was he an
unscrupulous opportunist willing to capitalize on his daughter's misfortunes and risk her reputation
simply to pay his debts? Or was he, as he himself claimed, trying to warn young women about the
dangers of marrying men of dubious backgrounds against their parents' wishes? Rétif was all this
and more: a reform-minded pioneer far in advance of his time with his graphic portrayal of spousal
abuse, his call for greater public awareness of this perennial problem, and his crusade for liberal
divorce laws that would allow women to escape from abusive relationships and to remarry. This is
the first English translation of Ingénue Saxancour ever published and offers a wealth of background
material on the novel and the real-life events that inspired it. It serves as a companion piece to the
annotated French edition edited by Professor Trouille and published by the MHRA in 2014.
  unsettling questions: Nicolas Edme Rétif de la Bretonne, 'Ingénue Saxancour' Mary S.
Trouille, 2014-05-05 Set in Paris in the 1780s, Rétif de la Bretonne's Ingénue Saxancour is a thinly
veiled account of his daughter's disastrous marriage to an abusive husband. From the time of her
marriage in January, 1780, until she left her husband in July, 1785, Agnès Rétif suffered continually
from severe physical, sexual, and emotional abuse. Published in 1789, Rétif's novel scandalized the
public with its graphic descriptions of his son-in-law's sexual perversity and brutal violence. Rétif's
novel remains shocking more than two centuries later and continues to raise disturbing questions
about power relations within abusive relationships. Perhaps most disturbing of all are the
accusations leveled against Rétif himself concerning his motives for writing and publishing this
account: Was he, as some charged, a shameless exhibitionist willing to reveal his family's darkest
secrets merely to attract attention and broaden his readership? Was he an unscrupulous opportunist
willing to capitalize on his daughter's misfortunes and risk her reputation simply to pay his debts?
Or was he, as he himself claimed, trying to warn young women about the dangers of marrying men
of dubious backgrounds against their parents' wishes? Rétif was all this and more: a reform-minded
pioneer far in advance of his time with his graphic portrayal of spousal abuse, his call for greater
public awareness of this perennial problem, and his crusade for liberal divorce laws that would allow
women to escape from abusive relationships and to remarry. This, in fact, is what Agnès Rétif was
able to do after passage of the divorce law passed by France's revolutionary government in 1792.
  unsettling questions: Human Rights and the Borders of Suffering Anne Brown, M. Anne
Brown, 2013-07-19 This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons
(BY-NC-ND) open access license. This book argues for greater openness in the ways we approach
human rights and international rights promotion, and in so doing brings some new understanding to
old debates. Starting with the realities of abuse rather than the liberal architecture of rights, it casts
human rights as a language for probing the political dimensions of suffering. Seen in this context,
the predominant Western models of rights generate a substantial but also problematic and not
always emancipatory array of practices. These models are far from answering the questions about
the nature of political community that are raised by the systemic infliction of suffering. Rather than
a simple message from 'us' to 'them', then, rights promotion is a long and difficult conversation
about the relationship between political organisations and suffering. Three case studies are explored
- the Tiananmen Square massacre, East Timor's violent modern history and the circumstances of
indigenous Australians. The purpose of these discussions is not to elaborate on a new theory of
rights, but to work towards rights practices that are more responsive to the spectrum of injury that
we inflict and endure. The book is a valuable and innovative contribution to rights debates for
students of international politics, political theory, and conflict resolution, as well as for those



engaged in the pursuit of human rights.
  unsettling questions: Art and Upheaval William Cleveland, 2008-08 Citizen artists
successfully rebuild the social infrastructure in six communities devastated by war, repression and
dislocation. Author William Cleveland tells remarkable stories from Northern Ireland, Cambodia,
South Africa, United States (Watts, Los Angeles), aboriginal Australia, and Serbia, about artists who
resolve conflict, heal unspeakable trauma, give voice to the forgotten and disappeared, and restitch
the cultural fabric of their communities. Art can be a powerful agent of personal, institutional and
community change. The stories in this book have valuable implications for artists, academics,
educators, human service providers, philanthropists, and community leaders throughout the world.
The artists documented in the book have generated new technologies for advocacy, organizing,
peacemaking, healing trauma and the rebuilding of community. Creativity is our most powerful
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  unsettling questions: Jan Patočka and the Heritage of Phenomenology Erika Abrams, Ivan
Chvatík, 2010-09-29 Whereas for the wider public Jan Patocka is known mainly as a defender of
human rights and one of the first spokespersons of Charter 77, who died in Prague several days after
long interrogations by secret police of the Communist regime, the international philosophical
community sees in him an important and inspiring thinker, who in an original way elaborated the
great impulses of European thought – mainly Husserl’s phenomenology and Heidegger’s philosophy
of existence. Patocka also reflected on history and the future of humanity in a globalized world and
laid the foundations of an original philosophy of history. His work is a subject of lively philosophical
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Spanish-speaking, in U.S.A., and in the Far East. Scholars from around the world who are interested
in the philosophy of Jan Patocka gathered in Prague to commemorate his centenary and the thirtieth
anniversary of his death. The conference explored the significance of his work and its continuing
influence on contemporary philosophy. The volume presents selected papers from the conference in
English language.
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