vice lord chicago

vice lord chicago is a term deeply intertwined with the history of organized street gangs in the
United States, particularly in the city of Chicago. Originating in the mid-20th century, the Vice Lords
have evolved from a localized street gang into one of the most notorious and influential criminal
organizations in the region. This article delves into the origins, development, structure, activities,
and cultural impact of the Vice Lord Chicago gang. By examining the gang’s history, operations, and
law enforcement responses, a comprehensive understanding of its significance within Chicago’s
criminal landscape emerges. Additionally, this article explores the socioeconomic factors that
contributed to the gang’s rise and the ongoing challenges faced by communities affected by its
presence. The following sections provide an in-depth look at the Vice Lord Chicago organization,
shedding light on its complex and multifaceted nature.

e History and Origins of the Vice Lord Chicago

e Organizational Structure and Leadership

e Criminal Activities and Influence

e Socioeconomic Impact on Chicago Communities
e Law Enforcement and Legal Actions

e Cultural Representation and Public Perception

History and Origins of the Vice Lord Chicago

The Vice Lord Chicago gang traces its roots back to the late 1950s in the North Lawndale
neighborhood on Chicago’s West Side. Initially, the group formed as a social club for young African
American men seeking protection and community amid the racial and economic challenges of the
era. Over time, the Vice Lords evolved into a street gang involved in illicit activities, gaining
notoriety for their organized structure and territorial control. The gang’s name is believed to derive
from their early involvement in vice-related crimes such as gambling and prostitution. Throughout
the 1960s and 1970s, the Vice Lords expanded their influence, aligning with other gangs and
developing more sophisticated operations.

Founding and Early Development

The Vice Lords were originally established as the "Ashland Royals," a group focused on social unity
and community defense. As competition with rival gangs increased, the organization transformed
into the Vice Lords, adopting a more aggressive stance. The gang’s early leaders emphasized
discipline and unity, which facilitated the group’s growth into a powerful street presence. Their
activities soon extended beyond protection into drug trafficking and other criminal enterprises,
marking a shift from social club to organized gang.



Evolution Through the Decades

By the 1970s, the Vice Lord Chicago gang had expanded its operations significantly. The gang
became involved in large-scale narcotics distribution and violent turf wars with rival gangs,
including the Black P Stones and the Latin Kings. The organization’s hierarchical structure became
more defined, with ranks and codes of conduct that reinforced loyalty and control. Despite law
enforcement crackdowns, the Vice Lords continued to adapt, maintaining their status as one of
Chicago’s dominant gangs into the 21st century.

Organizational Structure and Leadership

The Vice Lord Chicago gang operates with a complex hierarchical structure designed to maintain
order and efficiency within the organization. Leadership roles are clearly defined, with authority
concentrated among high-ranking members who oversee various sectors of the gang’s operations.
This structure enables the Vice Lords to coordinate activities across multiple neighborhoods and
maintain discipline among members.

Hierarchy and Ranks

The gang’s hierarchy typically includes a supreme leader or "King," followed by "Generals,"
"Captains," and "Soldiers." Each rank carries specific responsibilities, from strategic planning and
recruitment to enforcement and street-level operations. This chain of command ensures that orders
are executed efficiently and that members remain accountable. The Vice Lords also use symbols and
colors to signify rank and affiliation within the gang.

Codes and Initiation

Membership in the Vice Lord Chicago gang requires initiation rituals that emphasize loyalty,
secrecy, and obedience. Members are expected to adhere to strict codes of conduct, including non-
cooperation with law enforcement and respect for the gang’s leadership. Violations of these codes
can result in severe penalties, including expulsion or violence. These internal rules help to preserve
the gang’s cohesion and operational security.

Criminal Activities and Influence

The Vice Lord Chicago gang is involved in a wide range of criminal enterprises that generate
significant revenue and extend their influence throughout the city and beyond. Their criminal
activities are both diversified and organized, reflecting the gang’s sophisticated approach to
maintaining power and control.

Drug Trafficking

One of the primary sources of income for the Vice Lords is drug trafficking. The gang controls
distribution networks for narcotics such as heroin, cocaine, crack cocaine, and methamphetamine.



These operations are often coordinated through a network of dealers and enforcers who manage
street corners and supply chains. Drug trafficking has fueled violence and contributed to public
health crises in affected neighborhoods.

Other Illicit Activities
In addition to narcotics, the Vice Lord Chicago gang engages in various other illegal activities,
including:

« Illegal gambling operations

e Extortion and protection rackets

e Weapons trafficking

e Robbery and burglary

e Human trafficking and prostitution rings

These diversified criminal enterprises allow the gang to maintain financial stability and extend
influence across multiple sectors.

Socioeconomic Impact on Chicago Communities

The presence of the Vice Lord Chicago gang has had significant socioeconomic consequences for the
neighborhoods in which they operate. The gang’s activities contribute to crime rates, economic
instability, and social disruption, affecting residents’ quality of life and community development.

Community Violence and Safety

Violence associated with the Vice Lords, including shootings and turf wars, has led to increased
insecurity in affected areas. Residents often face threats to personal safety, and the prevalence of
gang-related crime can deter investment and development. This cycle of violence undermines
community cohesion and hampers efforts to improve living conditions.

Economic and Social Challenges

The gang’s influence can exacerbate poverty and limit economic opportunities by discouraging
businesses and contributing to unemployment. Additionally, the normalization of criminal behavior
and gang culture among youth can perpetuate cycles of incarceration and social marginalization.
Community organizations and local governments have sought to address these challenges through
intervention and prevention programs.



Law Enforcement and Legal Actions

Law enforcement agencies have targeted the Vice Lord Chicago gang through various strategies
aimed at disrupting their activities and reducing their impact on the city. These efforts include
investigations, prosecutions, and community policing initiatives.

Federal and Local Investigations

Both federal and local law enforcement bodies have conducted extensive investigations into the Vice
Lords’ criminal enterprises. These investigations have led to numerous arrests and convictions of
key gang members, particularly related to drug trafficking and violent crimes. Task forces
combining resources from multiple agencies have been instrumental in these efforts.

Community Policing and Prevention

Beyond enforcement, police departments have implemented community policing strategies to build
trust with residents and encourage cooperation in combating gang violence. Prevention programs
targeting at-risk youth aim to reduce gang recruitment and provide alternatives to criminal
involvement. These multifaceted approaches recognize that law enforcement alone cannot fully
address the complex issues associated with gangs like the Vice Lords.

Cultural Representation and Public Perception

The Vice Lord Chicago gang has been depicted in various forms of media and public discourse,
shaping perceptions of gang culture and urban crime. Understanding these representations is
important for grasping the broader social impact of the gang.

Media Portrayal

The Vice Lords have been featured in news reports, documentaries, films, and literature that explore
gang life and violence in Chicago. Media portrayals often emphasize the gang’s criminal activities
and conlflicts, sometimes sensationalizing or stereotyping members. These representations can
influence public opinion and policy decisions related to crime and urban development.

Community Narratives and Stigma

Within affected communities, the Vice Lord Chicago gang is both feared and, in some cases,
regarded as a symbol of resistance or identity. This duality reflects the complex social dynamics
surrounding gangs. Public stigma associated with gang presence can affect community pride and
social cohesion, making efforts to address gang-related issues more challenging.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Vice Lords gang in Chicago?

The Vice Lords is one of the oldest and most notorious street gangs in Chicago, originally formed in
the 1950s. They are involved in various criminal activities and have a significant presence in the
city's gang landscape.

Where did the Vice Lords gang originate?

The Vice Lords gang originated on the West Side of Chicago during the early 1950s, initially starting
as a social club before evolving into a criminal organization.

What are the main criminal activities associated with the Vice
Lords?

The Vice Lords are primarily involved in drug trafficking, extortion, robbery, and violent crimes
including shootings and turf wars with rival gangs.

How has law enforcement responded to the Vice Lords in
Chicago?

Law enforcement agencies in Chicago have conducted numerous operations targeting the Vice
Lords, including arrests, prosecutions, and efforts to curb their influence through community
programs and gang intervention initiatives.

Are the Vice Lords still active in Chicago today?

Yes, the Vice Lords remain active in Chicago, although their structure and influence have evolved
over time. They continue to be involved in criminal enterprises and maintain a presence in various
neighborhoods.

What impact have the Vice Lords had on Chicago
communities?

The Vice Lords have had a significant impact on Chicago communities, contributing to cycles of
violence, crime, and social challenges. However, some former members have also been involved in
community outreach and efforts to reduce gang violence.

Additional Resources

1. Vice Lords: The Rise of Chicago's Most Powerful Gang

This book chronicles the origins and expansion of the Vice Lords, one of Chicago's most infamous
street gangs. It explores the socio-economic conditions that gave rise to the gang and the key figures
who shaped its direction. The narrative delves into the gang’s influence on Chicago's neighborhoods
and its evolution over the decades.



2. Inside the Vice Lords: Stories from the Streets of Chicago

A collection of firsthand accounts from former and current members of the Vice Lords, this book
provides an intimate look at the daily realities and internal dynamics of the gang. It sheds light on
the motivations behind joining and the consequences of gang life. Readers gain insight into the
personal struggles and community impact associated with the Vice Lords.

3. Blood and Brotherhood: The Vice Lords' Legacy in Chicago

This title examines the cultural and social legacy of the Vice Lords within Chicago’s urban
landscape. It discusses the gang’s role in both perpetuating violence and fostering a sense of identity
among marginalized youth. The book also addresses efforts toward rehabilitation and community
rebuilding.

4. The Vice Lords and Chicago’s Gang Wars

Focusing on the violent conflicts between the Vice Lords and rival gangs, this book provides a
detailed history of gang warfare in Chicago. It analyzes the causes, major incidents, and the impact
of these violent clashes on the city’s public safety and political climate. The book also explores law
enforcement responses and community activism.

5. From Street Gang to Social Movement: The Vice Lords' Transformation

This narrative explores how segments of the Vice Lords attempted to transition from criminal
activities to community activism and social reform. It highlights key leaders who promoted
education, economic development, and political engagement within their neighborhoods. The book
offers a nuanced perspective on the complexities of gang identity and change.

6. Code of the Vice Lords: Rules, Rituals, and Reputation

Delving into the internal structure of the Vice Lords, this book unpacks the gang’s codes of conduct,
initiation rites, and symbols. It examines how these elements create a sense of belonging and
discipline among members. The book also discusses the role of respect and reputation in sustaining
the gang’s power.

7. Vice Lords: A Photographic History of Chicago's Gang Culture

Through compelling photography and accompanying narratives, this book captures the visual history
of the Vice Lords and their environment. It presents images of neighborhoods, members, and
significant events that shaped the gang’s story. The book offers a powerful visual document of
Chicago’s gang culture.

8. The Vice Lords and the Politics of Chicago

This book investigates the complex relationship between the Vice Lords and Chicago’s political
landscape. It explores instances of political influence, corruption, and community engagement
involving the gang. The analysis reveals how gangs like the Vice Lords have navigated and impacted
local governance.

9. Breaking the Cycle: Rehabilitation and Hope for Former Vice Lords

Focusing on programs aimed at helping former Vice Lords reintegrate into society, this book
highlights success stories and ongoing challenges. It covers initiatives in education, employment,
and counseling designed to break the cycle of violence and incarceration. The narrative emphasizes
the resilience of individuals striving for change beyond gang life.
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vice lord chicago: The Vice Lords R. Lincoln Keiser, 2002 This study of a Chicago street gang
provides an insightful picture of gangs of similar age and composition operating in depressed areas
and ghettos of large American cities.

vice lord chicago: The Vice Lords George W. Knox, Andrew V. Papachristos, 2002-01-01

vice lord chicago: The First Vice Lord Arthur J. Bilek, 2008 THE FIRST VICE LORD is the
story of the life and death of Big Jim Colosimo and Chicago's infamous segregated red-light
district--the Levee. For the first time, the true story is told of the colorful characters who peopled the
Levee from the time of the Columbian Exposition to the Roaring Twenties, clearly the most colorful
period in Chicago's history. The product of five years of research through Chicago daily newspapers,
magazines, and periodicals, and books on the city's history, it documents the story as it occurred,
with all of the sights, sounds, and smells of that lusty, unruly era. THE FIRST VICE LORD is the
story of an immigrant Italian lad who grew up in the tenements of Chicago, where he worked first as
a lowly street sweeper, then as a brothel operator and vice lord, and finally as the owner of the most
famous restaurant of his day. His story is told against the backdrop of an open red-light district so
famous it was known to the crown heads of Europe.

vice lord chicago: From Disgrace to Dignity Clemens Bartollas, 2019-01-14 From Disgrace to
Dignity: Redemption in the Life of Willie Rico Johnson examines the life of Rico Johnson who became
the head of the Conservative Vice Lords, one of the largest street gangs in the United States. In
addition to highlighting his life, this work considers how redemption has affected his life. In addition,
Minister Rico is identified as a Godfather. Much like the Godfathers found in organized crime
families, Rico sees himself as providing a positive force to Vice Lords' gang members. On one hand,
what this involves is taking care of their needs (he feeds 150 families a day) and, on the other hand,
providing guidance and direction for members' lives.

vice lord chicago: A Nation of Lords David Dawley, 1992-03-01 An instructive and relevant
look at an explosive period in urban history! This savagely moving autobiography of a violent street
gang covers its heyday in the 1960s when it had perhaps ten thousand members in at least
twenty-six branches on Chicago’s West Side. It is the story of a street gang that became a
community organization, supported by private foundations and corporations and dedicated to social,
economic, and political development. The gang’s violent neighborhood was transformed into Head
Start’s most improved block where the crime rate decreased as did the number of gang-related
killings.

vice lord chicago: A Nation of Lords David Dawley, 1973 This book tells about the streets of
West Side, Chicago, from the times when shotguns were as vital as pants to the times when street
fighters opened stores, art studios and tenant's rights programs. It is the story of the evolution of the
Vice Lords from street fighting to street corporation, an organizational form of the emerging nation
of Black youth.

vice lord chicago: A World of Gangs John Hagedorn, 2008 On the street with gangs in three
world cities - Chicago, Rio de Janeiro, and Capetown - Hagedorn discovers that many of them have
institutionalized as a strategy to confront a hopeless cycle of poverty, racism, and oppression. The
mhilistic appeal of gangsta rap and its ethic of survival by any means necessary, he argues, provides
vital insights into the ideology and persistence of gangs around the world. Proposing how gangs can
be encouraged to overcome their violent tendencies, Hagedorn appeals to community leaders to use
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the urgency, outrage, and resistance common to both gang life and hip-hop to bring gangs into
broader movements for social justice.--BOOK JACKET.

vice lord chicago: Murder & Mayhem in Chicago's Vice Districts Troy Taylor, 2017-09-25 A
trip through the history of the Windy City’s lawless districts where you could lose your money and
your life—from the author of Haunted Illinois. From the very beginning, Chicago thrived on its
reputation as a wide-open town. After the Great Fire, no part of the city was rebuilt more quickly
than the vice districts, where bribed cops and brutal force emboldened professional wickedness to
celebrate itself with gala events like the First Ward Ball, begun in honor of a madam’s pianist and
often so crowded that passed-out drunks couldn’t even fall to the floor. Randolph Street was
nicknamed Gambler’s Row because men gambled with their lives by visiting it. In Little Hell, guns
and knives could be rented by the hour. In these seedy areas only put to sleep by Mickey Finn'’s
knockout drinks or Gentle Annie’s knockout punches, it is no wonder that Detective Woolridge kept
seventy-five disguises, made twenty thousand arrests and was shot at forty-four times. Includes
photos!

vice lord chicago: A World of Gangs John M. M. Hagedorn, 2008-05-13 “Street gangs mirror
the inhuman ambitions and greed of society’s trendsetters and deities even as they fight to the death
over scraps from the table of the international drug trade. But John Hagedorn, characteristically,
also finds hope in the contradictory values of outlaw youth—selflessness, solidarity, and love amid
cupidity and directionless rage—and he maintains the hope that a culture of resistance will
ultimately prevail over the forces of self-destruction. Whether one shares his optimism or not, he
makes a compelling case that the future of the world will be determined on the streets of our cities.”
—Mike Davis, from the Foreword “A World of Gangs is an illuminating journey around the cultures,
lives, tragedies, and dreams of millions of rebellious youth around the planet. It is an indispensable
work to understand the world we live in and essential reading for students of cities and
communities.” —Manuel Castells For the more than a billion people who now live in urban slums,
gangs are ubiquitous features of daily life. Though still most closely associated with American cities,
gangs are an entrenched, worldwide phenomenon that play a significant role in a wide range of
activities, from drug dealing to extortion to religious and political violence. In A World of Gangs,
John Hagedorn explores this international proliferation of the urban gang as a consequence of the
ravages of globalization. Looking closely at gang formation in three world cities-Chicago, Rio de
Janeiro, and Capetown-he discovers that some gangs have institutionalized as a strategy to confront
a hopeless cycle of poverty, racism, and oppression. In particular, Hagedorn reveals, the nihilistic
appeal of gangsta rap and its street ethic of survival “by any means necessary” provides vital
insights into the ideology and persistence of gangs around the world. This groundbreaking work
concludes on a hopeful note. Proposing ways in which gangs might be encouraged to overcome their
violent tendencies, Hagedorn appeals to community leaders to use the urgency, outrage, and
resistance common to both gang life and hip-hop in order to bring gangs into broader movements for
social justice. John M. Hagedorn is associate professor of criminal justice at the University of Illinois,
Chicago. He is editor of Gangs in the Global City and author of the highly influential People and
Folks: Gangs, Crime, and the Underclass in a Rustbelt City. MacArthur fellow Mike Davis is the
author of many books, including Planet of Slums and, most recently, Buda’s Wagon: A Brief History
of the Car Bomb.

vice lord chicago: Encyclopedia of Gangs Louis Kontos, David C. Brotherton, 2007-11-30 In
light of Los Angeles' gang state of emergency, ethnic and minority gangs are arguably more high
profile now than at any other time in our history. News media typically focus on the crime and
violence associated with gangs, but not much else. This encyclopedia seeks to illuminate the world of
gangs, including gang formations, routine gang activities, aberrations and current developments.
One hundred essay entries related to gangs in the United States and worldwide provide a diffuse
overview of the gang phenomenon. Each entry defines and explains the term, provides an historical
overview, and explains its significance today. As the following entries demonstrate, gangs are part of
the fabric of American society. They are not only in our communities but also our schools and other



social institutions. Understanding the world of gangs is therefore needed to understand American
society. Entries include: Bikers, Bloods, Cholas, Crips, gang mythology, gang warfare, graffiti, Hell's
Angels, Hong Kong Triads, Latin Kings, law enforcement, occultic gangs, mafia, media, prison
gangs, rites, Skinheads, Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus Prevention Act, tattoos, trafficking,
Wanna-bes, West Side Story, Witness Protection programs, and youth gangs.

vice lord chicago: Gangs and Organized Crime George W. Knox, Gregg Etter, Carter F.
Smith, 2018-07-04 In Gangs and Organized Crime, George W. Knox, Gregg W. Etter, and Carter F.
Smith offer an informed and carefully investigated examination of gangs and organized crime
groups, covering street gangs, prison gangs, outlaw motorcycle gangs, and organized crime groups
from every continent. The authors have spent decades investigating gangs as well as researching
their history and activities, and this dual professional-academic perspective informs their analysis of
gangs and crime groups. They take a multidisciplinary approach that combines criminal justice,
public policy and administration, law, organizational behavior, sociology, psychology, and urban
planning perspectives to provide insight into the actions and interactions of a variety of groups and
their members. This textbook is ideal for criminal justice and sociology courses on gangs as well as
related course topics like gang behavior, gang crime and the inner city, organized crime families,
and transnational criminal groups. Gangs and Organized Crime is also an excellent addition to the
professional’s reference library or primer for the general reader. More information is available at
the supporting website - www.gangsandorganizedcrime.com

vice lord chicago: SEARCH for A BLACK GODDESS: MEMOIR of a GANG MEMBER
Thomas CAMPBELL, 2009-12-12 Thomas Campbell writes with deep understanding of The Cold War,
the cocaine coup of Bolivia, the murder of Che Guevara and the murkey world of mercenary
terrorist. The novel was written from the confines of Thomas's prison cell and it tells how, as a pair
of crooked DEA agents, Hilliard Wallace and Basil Abbott, maneuvered the Vice Lords and the Latin
Kings to service an insatiable market for cocaine.After Thomas is released from prison his efforts to
be published causes him to become a fugitive. In the nightmare of the chase, Thomas shares a
desperate, spiritual love with passionate Dahl Ransby, an aspiring poet. Within a few pages, both
sexual drama and the novel's political exposé will hook readers, as a terror-filled race provides an
unforgettable climax.

vice lord chicago: Organized Crime in Chicago Robert M. Lombardo, 2012-12-30 This book
provides a comprehensive sociological explanation for the emergence and continuation of organized
crime in Chicago. Tracing the roots of political corruption that afforded protection to gambling,
prostitution, and other vice activity in Chicago and other large American cities, Robert M. Lombardo
challenges the dominant belief that organized crime in America descended directly from the Sicilian
Mafia. According to this widespread alien conspiracy theory, organized crime evolved in a linear
fashion beginning with the Mafia in Sicily, emerging in the form of the Black Hand in America's
immigrant colonies, and culminating in the development of the Cosa Nostra in America's urban
centers. Looking beyond this Mafia paradigm, this volume argues that the development of organized
crime in Chicago and other large American cities was rooted in the social structure of American
society. Specifically, Lombardo ties organized crime to the emergence of machine politics in
America's urban centers. From nineteenth-century vice syndicates to the modern-day Outfit,
Chicago's criminal underworld could not have existed without the blessing of those who controlled
municipal, county, and state government. These practices were not imported from Sicily, Lombardo
contends, but were bred in the socially disorganized slums of America where elected officials
routinely franchised vice and crime in exchange for money and votes. This book also traces the
history of the African-American community's participation in traditional organized crime in Chicago
and offers new perspectives on the organizational structure of the Chicago Outfit, the traditional
organized crime group in Chicago.

vice lord chicago: Street-Gang and Tribal-Warrior Autobiographies H. David Brumble,
2018-04-10 Street-Gang and Tribal-Warrior Autobiographies is a study of the autobiographies of
tribal-warrior cultures in North America, the Amazon, the Orinoco Basin, the highlands of Luzon, the



island of Alor — of headhunters, women, Apaches, New Guinea big men and a Yanomami captive.
The book also discusses tribal-warrior autobiographies closer to home: Colton Simpson’s Inside the
Crips, Mona Ruiz’s Two Badges, Nathan McCall’s Makes Me Wanna Holler and Sanyika Shakur’s
Monster, autobiographies that remember gangbanging at a time when there were close to 500
gang-related homicides a year in Los Angeles—a time when gangbangers were so alienated from the
larger society that they reinvented something very similar to the tribal-warrior cultures right in the
asphalt heart of American cities. Grisly, probing and resonant with the voices of generations of
fighters, Street-Gang and Tribal-Warrior Autobiographies is an unsettling work of cross-disciplinary
scholarship.

vice lord chicago: Gangland Laura L. Finley, 2018-10-01 This two-volume set integrates
informative encyclopedia entries and essential primary documents to provide an illuminating
overview of trends in gang membership and activity in America in the 21st century. Gangland: An
Encyclopedia of Gang Life from Cradle to Grave includes extended discussion of specific gangs;
types of gangs based on ethnicity and environment (rural, suburban, and urban); recruitment and
retention methods; leadership structure and other internal dynamics of various gangs; impacts of
gang membership on extended family; the historical evolution of gangs in American society;
depictions of gang life in popular culture; violent and nonviolent gang activities; and programs,
policies, agencies, and organizations that have been crafted to combat gang activities. In addition,
the encyclopedia includes a suite of primary sources that offer a look into the personal experiences
of gang members, examine efforts by law enforcement and public officials to address gang activity,
and address wider societal factors that make eradicating gangs such a difficult task.

vice lord chicago: The Insane Chicago Way John M. Hagedorn, 2015-08-19 “His account of
relationships between street gangs of this period and Chicago’s Outfit, the legacy of Al Capone and
others, is especially important.” —James F. Short, author of Poverty, Ethnicity, and Violent Crime In
The Insane Chicago Way, John M. Hagedorn’s lively stories of extensive cross-neighborhood gang
organization, tales of police/gang corruption, and discovery of covert gang connections to Chicago’s
Mafia challenge conventional wisdom and offer lessons for the control of violence today. The book
centers on the secret history of Spanish Growth & Development (SGD)—an organization of Latino
gangs founded in 1989 and modeled on the Mafia’s nationwide Commission. It also tells a story
within a story of the criminal exploits of the C-Note$, the “minor league” team of the Chicago’s
Mafia (called the “Outfit”), which influenced the direction of SGD. Hagedorn’s tale is based on three
years of interviews with an Outfit soldier as well as access to SGD’s constitution and other secret
documents, which he supplements with interviews of key SGD leaders, court records, and
newspaper accounts. The result is a stunning, heretofore unknown history of the grand ambitions of
Chicago gang leaders that ultimately led to SGD’s shocking collapse in a pool of blood on the steps
of a gang-organized peace conference. The Insane Chicago Way is a compelling history of the lives
and deaths of Chicago gang leaders. At the same time it is a sociological tour de force that warns of
the dangers of organized crime while arguing that today’s relative disorganization of gangs presents
opportunities for intervention and reductions in violence. “An intricate tale of violence, mafia
influence, and police corruption.” —Chicago Reader

vice lord chicago: Murderapolis Romello Hollingsworth, 2008-10-01 Kevin a.k.a Keith is a
young man that experienced and witnessed first hand the self destruction of his friends caused by
gangs, drugs, and violence. At fourteen years old, Kevin escaped the mean streets of Chicago by
moving to Minneapolis, Minnesota. In Minneapolis Kevin befriended many of his peers. Minneapolis,
Minnesota was a peaceful city compared to where he was born and partially raised on the southside
of Chicago. However, Kevin was in for the suprise of his life; As he witnessed the once peaceful city
of Minneapolis turn into a warzone, they now call MURDERAPOLIS. Send email inquiries and
comments to author at Romello.Hollingsworth@yahoo.com

vice lord chicago: Capone Laurence Bergreen, 2013-05-21 In this brilliant history of
Prohibition and its most notorious gangster, acclaimed biographer Laurence Bergreen takes us to
the gritty streets of Chicago where Al Capone forged his sinister empire. Bergreen shows the seedy



and glamorous sides of the age, the rise of Prohibition, the illicit liquor trade, the battlefield that was
Chicago. Delving beyond the Capone mythology. Bergreen finds a paradox: a coldblooded killer,
thief, pimp, and racketeer who was also a devoted son and father; a self-styled Robin Hood who rose
to the top of organized crime. Capone is a masterful portrait of an extraordinary time and of the one
man who reigned supreme over it all, Al Capone.

vice lord chicago: This Is My Story ToMack D. Johnson, 2011-10-21 THIS GRITTY, BRUTALLY
MEMOIR TELLS THE STORY OF AN ANGRY YOUTH WHO GOES TO PRISON AND, UPON
RELEASE, BECOMES ONE OF OKLAHOMAS MOST PROMINENT DRUG DEALERS. This Is My
Story is the brutally honest life story of ToMack D. Johnson. From his troubled childhood in
Chickasha and Lawton, Oklahoma, to his initiation into the gang known as the Vice Lords, Johnson is
brutally honest about the challenges that he faced. He describes his disturbing childhood and his
rugged life as a teen gang member. In 1992, he began his ?rst prison term following his conviction
for a drive-by shootingthus beginning the next troublesome period of his life as a hard head in
prison. He left prison after spending over a quarter of his life there. Johnson explores his life as a
businessman, street hustler, and drug dealer, trying to make money any way possible. He also talks
about the battle for his life that he has fought since discovering that he had high blood pressure and
devastating kidney failure. Finally, he talks honestly about his relationship with his daughter and her
mother, as well as with all of the women in his life. By discussing the hardship of his abusive
relationships with women, he recognizes the a?ect that being raped as a child had on his life.

vice lord chicago: Encyclopedia of Leadership George R. Goethals, Georgia J. Sorenson, James
MacGregor Burns, 2004-02-29 Click ‘Additional Materials’ for downloadable samples Not just for
reference, this is an essential learning resource for libraries and the personal collections of modern
leaders. Narratives, examples, photographs, and illustrations illuminate the ideas and concepts
being examined, making the set readable, attention-grabbing, and unordinary. Readers can explore
leadership theories and practices, and examine the effects of leadership. More volumes are promised
in this source that brings interest and excitement to a subject overlooked by the consultants, CEOs,
and coaches whose earlier works captured a small view of leadership subject matter. Summing Up:
Highly recommended for all collections. --CHOICE Because there really is nothing available like this
encyclopedia, it is a must buy for academic libraries. Extremely well done, with good quality print
and illustrations, this work should become an important resource for active citizens as well as for
managers and scholars. --BOOKLIST (starred review) Because of its breadth, ease of navigation, high
level of scholarship, clear writing, and practical format, this model encyclopedia should help
establish leadership as a normative field of study. Highly recommended. --LIBRARY JOURNAL (star
review) SAGE has, again, been the first to hit the market with a major reference in a rapidly growing
field of the social sciences. Virtually every academic and large public library will need the
Encyclopedia of Leadership. --BOOK NEWS The enormous demands on leadership in today’s
world-the rise of militant followings; the struggle of long-suppressed people to rise to leadership
positions; the heightened demand for moral, principled leadership--all these dynamic forces
contribute to making this encyclopedia timely--and timeless. --From the Foreword by James
MacGregor Burns, Williams College, author of Leadership and winner of the Pulitzer Prize and
National Book Award As the field of leadership studies expands, and the list of important authors
and concepts grows, the time is at hand for a comprehensive encyclopedia of leadership. This
collection will be welcomed by all who want to understand this important and complex field.
--Howard Gardner, John H. and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education at the
Harvard Graduate School of Education and author of Good Work: When Excellence and Ethics Meet
(2001) and Leading Minds: An Anatomy of Leadership (1995) In 1975 a wag declared that the
concept of leadership should be abandoned. It was not, of course. The 300 contributors to the
Encyclopedia of Leadership are leaders among the many thousands of scholars responsible for the
health and vast breadth of leadership studies. They show us that leadership plays an important,
increasingly integral role today in fields ranging from world politics to community development.
--Bernard M. Bass, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Center for Leadership Studies, School of



Management, Binghamton University and author of Transformational Leadership: Industrial,
Military and Educational Impact (1998) and Leadership and Performance beyond Expectations
(1985) This new Encyclopedia provides leaders with the historical perspective and a vision of the
tenuous future so essential if leaders of the future are to redefine leadership on their own terms,
with their own people. --Frances Hesselbein, Chairman of the Board of Governors, Leader to Leader
Institute (formerly the Drucker Foundation) and coeditor of On Creativity, Innovation, and Renewal:
A Leader to Leader Guide (2002) and Leading Beyond the Walls (1999) From the earliest times
people have been entranced by stories about leaders—about Greek city state rulers, Roman consuls,
Chinese emperors, religious potentates, military conquerors, and politicians. Perhaps more
importantly, leadership is a challenge and an opportunity facing millions of people in their
professional and personal lives. The Encyclopedia of Leadership brings together for the first time
everything that is known and truly matters about leadership as part of the human experience.
Developed by the award-winning editorial team at Berkshire Publishing Group, the Encyclopedia
includes hundreds of articles, written by 280 leading scholars and experts from 17 countries,
exploring leadership theories and leadership practice. Entries and sidebars show leadership in
action—in corporations and state houses, schools, churches, small businesses, and nonprofit
organizations. Questions the Encyclopedia of Leadership will answer: - What is a leader? - What is a
great leader? - How does someone become a leader? - What are the types of leadership? - How can
leadership theories help us understand contemporary situations? - How can I be a good (and maybe
great) leader? The Encyclopedia of Leadership is an unprecedented learning resource. Scholars,
students, professionals, and active citizens will turn to the Encyclopedia for guidance on the theory
and practice of leadership, for the stories of great leaders, and for the tools and knowledge they
need to lead in the 21st century. Key Features - Four volumes - 400 substantive articles, ranging in
length from 1000-6000 words - 200 photographs and other illustrations - 250 sidebars drawn from
public records, newspaper accounts, memoirs, and ethnography Key Themes - Biographies - Case
studies - Followers and followership - Gender issues - Leadership in different disciplines - Leadership
in different domains - Leadership styles - Personality characteristics - Situational factors - Theories
and concepts The Encyclopedia of Leadership will be a vital tool for librarians with collections in
business, management, history, politics, communication, psychology, and a host of other disciplines.
Students and teachers in courses ranging from history to psychology, anthropology, and law will also
find this an invaluable reference. In addition, there are nearly 900 leadership programs in American
post-secondary institutions and a growing number of efforts to develop leadership in high schools.
There are leadership studies majors and minors, as well as certificate and Ph.D. programs, in the
United States, Belgium, U.K., Japan, and elsewhere. Editorial Board Laurien Alexandre, Antioch
University Bruce Avolio, University of Nebraska, Lincoln Martin Chemers, University of California,
Santa Cruz Kisuk Cho, Ewha Womans University Joanne Ciulla, University of Richmond David
Collinson, Lancaster University, UK Yiannis Gabriel, Imperial College, London Zachary Green,
Alexander Institute and University of Maryland Keith Grint, Oxford University Michael Hogg,
University of Queensland Jerry Hunt, Texas Tech University Barbara Kellerman, Harvard University
Jean Lipman-Blumen, Claremont Graduate University Larraine Matusak, LarCon Associates Ronald
Riggio, Claremont McKenna College Jurgen Weibler, Fernuniversitat Hagen Contributors Include
Warren Bennis (Management) John Chandler (Higher Education) Cynthia Cherrey (International
Leadership Association) Bob Edgerton (Mau Mau Rebellion) Gene Gallagher (Religion) Betty Glad
(Camp David Accords and Tyrannical Leadership) Louis Gould (Woodrow Wilson and Lyndon
Johnson) Allen Guttmann (Modern Olympics Movement and Women’'s Movement) Ronald Heifetz
(Adaptive Work) Dale Irvin (Ann Lee) David Malone (Billy Graham) Martin Marty (Martin Luther)
Kenneth Ruscio (Trust) Robert Solomon (Friedrich Nietzsche) Robert Sternberg (Intelligence and
Tacit Knowledge) Fay Vincent (Sports Industry) Gary Yukl (Influence Tactics and Group
Performance)
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