
vice lords gang

vice lords gang is one of the most notorious and historically significant street gangs in the United

States, particularly known for its roots in Chicago. Established in the late 1950s, the Vice Lords Gang

has played a prominent role in urban gang culture, influencing both criminal activity and social

dynamics in many communities. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Vice Lords

Gang, including its origins, organizational structure, criminal activities, and efforts toward rehabilitation.

By examining the gang's history and impact, readers will gain a clearer understanding of its role in

American gang history and its current status. The following sections will explore the gang’s foundation,

territorial influence, criminal enterprises, and sociocultural aspects.

History and Origins of the Vice Lords Gang

Organizational Structure and Membership

Criminal Activities and Influence

Territorial Presence and Rivalries

Rehabilitation and Community Outreach Efforts

History and Origins of the Vice Lords Gang

The Vice Lords Gang originated in the 1950s on the West Side of Chicago, Illinois. Initially formed as

a group of young African American men seeking protection and community, the gang quickly evolved

into a more structured organization. The name "Vice Lords" is believed to be derived from the

combination of “Vice” — referring to illicit activities — and “Lords,” symbolizing power and control.



Over time, the gang established itself as one of the earliest and most organized street gangs in

Chicago.

Early Formation and Development

During the post-World War II era, many African American families migrated to northern cities like

Chicago, facing systemic poverty and segregation. Within this environment, the Vice Lords emerged as

a protective social network that gradually expanded into criminal operations. By the 1960s, the Vice

Lords had developed a hierarchical leadership structure and engaged in various illegal activities,

solidifying their presence in Chicago's gang scene.

Evolution Through Decades

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, the Vice Lords Gang expanded its influence beyond Chicago,

establishing chapters in other cities across the United States. This period saw an increase in violent

confrontations with rival gangs and law enforcement. Despite this, the gang also attempted to rebrand

itself by adopting community-oriented initiatives in some neighborhoods, although criminal activity

remained prevalent.

Organizational Structure and Membership

The Vice Lords Gang is known for its complex and hierarchical organizational structure, which enables

effective control and coordination among its members. The gang operates through a system of ranks

and divisions, ensuring discipline and loyalty within its ranks. Understanding this structure is crucial to

comprehending how the gang maintains influence and manages its operations.

Hierarchy and Leadership

At the top of the Vice Lords Gang hierarchy are the supreme leaders who oversee all chapters and



make strategic decisions. Below them are regional leaders responsible for specific territories or

neighborhoods. The mid-level leadership consists of captains and lieutenants who manage street-level

activities and report directly to higher-ups. Rank-and-file members carry out orders, engage in

recruitment, and participate in street-level crime.

Membership Criteria and Recruitment

The Vice Lords Gang typically recruits from disadvantaged urban areas where socioeconomic factors

contribute to youth vulnerability. Membership often begins in adolescence, with initiation rituals that

emphasize loyalty and obedience. The gang uses family ties, peer influence, and neighborhood

presence to attract new members. Initiates are expected to prove their commitment through various

tasks, which may include participation in criminal acts.

Criminal Activities and Influence

The Vice Lords Gang is involved in a wide range of criminal enterprises that have significant social

and economic impacts. These activities generate substantial revenue for the organization while

perpetuating cycles of violence and crime in affected communities. Law enforcement agencies have

consistently targeted the gang due to its involvement in serious offenses.

Drug Trafficking and Distribution

One of the primary sources of income for the Vice Lords Gang is drug trafficking. The gang controls

the distribution of narcotics such as cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine in various territories. This

illicit trade fuels addiction problems and contributes to community destabilization. The Vice Lords

employ sophisticated methods to evade detection, including use of intermediaries and coded

communication.



Violence and Illegal Weapons

Violence is a hallmark of the Vice Lords Gang’s operations, often used to enforce control over

territories and intimidate rivals. The gang is frequently involved in shootings, assaults, and homicides.

Illegal possession and trafficking of firearms are common, providing the gang with the firepower

needed to maintain dominance and resist law enforcement efforts.

Other Criminal Enterprises

Extortion and racketeering

Robbery and burglary

Human trafficking and exploitation

Money laundering

These additional criminal activities diversify the gang’s revenue streams and complicate law

enforcement efforts to dismantle the organization.

Territorial Presence and Rivalries

The Vice Lords Gang maintains a strong territorial presence, primarily concentrated in Chicago but

extending to other urban centers across the United States. Control over specific neighborhoods is

critical for the gang’s operations and identity. Territorial disputes and rivalries with other gangs have

fueled ongoing violence and instability.



Primary Territories

The West Side of Chicago remains the Vice Lords’ historical stronghold, with various subsets

controlling distinct neighborhoods. Over time, the gang has expanded into other cities including Detroit,

Milwaukee, and parts of the East Coast. These expansions are often facilitated through alliances or by

absorbing smaller gangs.

Rival Gangs and Conflicts

Rivalries with gangs such as the Black Disciples, Latin Kings, and Gangster Disciples have resulted in

violent confrontations and turf wars. These conflicts often center around control of drug markets and

territorial dominance. The gang’s ability to sustain and escalate these rivalries demonstrates its

entrenched presence in urban gang dynamics.

Rehabilitation and Community Outreach Efforts

In recent years, segments of the Vice Lords Gang have engaged in efforts to reduce violence and

promote positive change within their communities. These initiatives aim to provide alternatives to gang

involvement and address the root causes of gang membership.

Community Programs and Initiatives

Several Vice Lords-affiliated groups and former members have partnered with local organizations to

implement youth mentorship, education, and job training programs. These efforts focus on empowering

at-risk youth and preventing gang recruitment. Community clean-up projects and anti-violence

campaigns have also been part of these outreach programs.



Challenges and Impact

Despite these positive efforts, challenges remain due to ongoing criminal activity and internal divisions

within the gang. Law enforcement scrutiny and socioeconomic pressures continue to hinder

rehabilitation initiatives. Nevertheless, the involvement of some Vice Lords members in community

betterment represents a significant step toward reducing the gang’s negative impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the Vice Lords gang?

The Vice Lords are one of the oldest and largest African American street gangs in the United States,

originating in Chicago in the late 1950s.

What activities is the Vice Lords gang involved in?

The Vice Lords gang is involved in various criminal activities including drug trafficking, robbery,

extortion, and violent crimes.

Where is the Vice Lords gang primarily located?

The Vice Lords gang is primarily located in Chicago, Illinois, but they have chapters in other cities

across the United States.

How did the Vice Lords gang start?

The Vice Lords gang started as a social club called the 'Vice Lords' in the North Lawndale

neighborhood of Chicago before evolving into a criminal organization.

What is the significance of the Vice Lords' symbols and colors?

The Vice Lords use symbols such as a crown and colors like black and gold to represent their gang



identity, unity, and status.

Are there any efforts to reduce the influence of the Vice Lords gang?

Yes, law enforcement agencies and community organizations have implemented various programs

aimed at reducing gang violence and providing alternatives to gang involvement for youth in affected

areas.

Additional Resources

1. Vice Lords: The Rise of a Street Empire

This book chronicles the origins and growth of the Vice Lords gang in Chicago, tracing their

transformation from a small neighborhood group into one of the most powerful and notorious gangs in

the United States. It explores the social and economic factors that contributed to their rise, as well as

key figures who shaped their legacy. The narrative offers a detailed look at the gang’s internal

structure and its influence on urban communities.

2. Inside the Vice Lords: Gang Life and Survival

A firsthand account from a former Vice Lords member, this book provides an intimate look at the daily

realities of gang life. It delves into themes of loyalty, violence, and survival amid the pressures of street

culture. The memoir sheds light on the challenges faced by youth in marginalized neighborhoods and

the reasons many are drawn into gang affiliation.

3. Blood and Brotherhood: The Vice Lords Story

This work examines the complex brotherhood within the Vice Lords, highlighting how bonds among

members sustain the gang’s operations. It discusses the gang’s role in both criminal activities and

community organization, revealing the dual nature of their presence in urban areas. The book also

addresses the impact of law enforcement efforts on the gang’s evolution.

4. Vice Lords: From Streets to Prison

Focusing on the intersection of gang life and the criminal justice system, this book explores how



incarceration affects Vice Lords members and the gang’s overall dynamics. It investigates the cycle of

imprisonment and its implications for rehabilitation and recidivism. The author also considers how

prisons serve as extensions of gang influence.

5. The Vice Lords Chronicles: Chicago’s Street Kings

This historical account highlights the Vice Lords’ dominance in Chicago’s gang landscape over several

decades. It includes detailed profiles of prominent leaders and the gang’s involvement in various illicit

enterprises. The book also reflects on the social conditions that allowed the Vice Lords to thrive and

the community responses to their presence.

6. Gangs and Redemption: The Vice Lords’ Journey

This inspirational narrative follows former Vice Lords members who have turned their lives around and

work to combat gang violence. It explores programs and initiatives aimed at rehabilitation and

prevention, showcasing stories of hope amid adversity. The book emphasizes the potential for change

within gang-affected communities.

7. The Vice Lords and Urban Politics

Analyzing the gang’s engagement with local politics, this book reveals how the Vice Lords have

influenced and been influenced by political structures in Chicago. It discusses the use of political

power to protect gang interests and the complex relationships between gang leaders and public

officials. The work provides insight into the intersection of crime and governance.

8. Vice Lords: The Culture of Power and Violence

This sociological study examines the cultural norms and values within the Vice Lords that perpetuate

cycles of violence and control. It analyzes symbols, rituals, and codes that define membership and

authority in the gang. The book also explores how these cultural elements affect interactions both

inside and outside the group.

9. Breaking the Cycle: Stories from Former Vice Lords

A collection of personal stories from individuals who have left the Vice Lords, this book offers diverse

perspectives on the challenges of leaving gang life. It highlights the struggles with identity, community,



and reintegration, as well as the support systems that aid in recovery. The narratives provide a

humanizing look at the costs and consequences of gang affiliation.
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social institutions. Understanding the world of gangs is therefore needed to understand American
society. Entries include: Bikers, Bloods, Cholas, Crips, gang mythology, gang warfare, graffiti, Hell's
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quantitative and qualitative data gathered over a twelve-year period, takes its title from the two
predominant styles of gang violence: 'drive-bys,' which have replaced 'rumbles' as the primary form
of gang violence; and 'gang-bangs' - a generic term for other gang violence that includes assaults,
knifings, and beatings.The author attempts to understand the situations in which a young man would
drive up to another human being and, without further ado, blow his head off. By examining hundreds
of such situations, and employing both structural and phenomenological analysis, Sanders explores
the various configurations of gang violence.Gangbangs and Drive-bys also examines the routines of
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from the early 1980s to the end of the same decade. Over that period, the emphasis shifted from
parties and paybacks to big money from the sale of rock cocaine, and from unstructured to
organized crime. Along with that shift came an increase in the violence.Finally, Sanders traces the
beginning and evolution of a metropolitan police gang unit over the same decade in order to present
an inside view of how the police attempt to deal with and understand gangs.
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and coordinate the community′s response to them. The book contains original essays from a broad
array of renowned researchers and experienced practitioners who work with gangs. A wide variety
of current topics and issues are covered, including: female gangs and ganging; ethnic diversity;
economic, neighborhood and school contexts of gang behavior; gun and drug relationships, and
research methods used in the study of gangs. As communities face ever-growing gang-related
problems, Gangs in America III provides the most up-to-date information on the diverse perspectives
and complex issues that arise in our efforts to understand, prevent, and control gang violence and
crime. For Your Courses in: Criminology Criminal Justice Sociology Victimization Text
Recommended for: Upper Division Undergraduate Level Graduate Level
  vice lords gang: Gangs and Organized Crime George W. Knox, Gregg Etter, Carter F. Smith,
2018-07-04 In Gangs and Organized Crime, George W. Knox, Gregg W. Etter, and Carter F. Smith
offer an informed and carefully investigated examination of gangs and organized crime groups,
covering street gangs, prison gangs, outlaw motorcycle gangs, and organized crime groups from
every continent. The authors have spent decades investigating gangs as well as researching their
history and activities, and this dual professional-academic perspective informs their analysis of
gangs and crime groups. They take a multidisciplinary approach that combines criminal justice,
public policy and administration, law, organizational behavior, sociology, psychology, and urban
planning perspectives to provide insight into the actions and interactions of a variety of groups and
their members. This textbook is ideal for criminal justice and sociology courses on gangs as well as
related course topics like gang behavior, gang crime and the inner city, organized crime families,
and transnational criminal groups. Gangs and Organized Crime is also an excellent addition to the
professional’s reference library or primer for the general reader. More information is available at
the supporting website – www.gangsandorganizedcrime.com
  vice lords gang: Street Gang Crime in Chicago Carolyn R. Block, Richard Block, 1993
  vice lords gang: Street-Gang and Tribal-Warrior Autobiographies H. David Brumble,
2018-04-10 Street-Gang and Tribal-Warrior Autobiographies is a study of the autobiographies of
tribal-warrior cultures in North America, the Amazon, the Orinoco Basin, the highlands of Luzon, the
island of Alor — of headhunters, women, Apaches, New Guinea big men and a Yanomami captive.
The book also discusses tribal-warrior autobiographies closer to home: Colton Simpson’s Inside the
Crips, Mona Ruiz’s Two Badges, Nathan McCall’s Makes Me Wanna Holler and Sanyika Shakur’s
Monster, autobiographies that remember gangbanging at a time when there were close to 500
gang-related homicides a year in Los Angeles—a time when gangbangers were so alienated from the
larger society that they reinvented something very similar to the tribal-warrior cultures right in the
asphalt heart of American cities. Grisly, probing and resonant with the voices of generations of
fighters, Street-Gang and Tribal-Warrior Autobiographies is an unsettling work of cross-disciplinary
scholarship.



  vice lords gang: SEARCH for A BLACK GODDESS: MEMOIR of a GANG MEMBER
Thomas CAMPBELL, 2009-12-12 Thomas Campbell writes with deep understanding of The Cold War,
the cocaine coup of Bolivia, the murder of Che Guevara and the murkey world of mercenary
terrorist. The novel was written from the confines of Thomas's prison cell and it tells how, as a pair
of crooked DEA agents, Hilliard Wallace and Basil Abbott, maneuvered the Vice Lords and the Latin
Kings to service an insatiable market for cocaine.After Thomas is released from prison his efforts to
be published causes him to become a fugitive. In the nightmare of the chase, Thomas shares a
desperate, spiritual love with passionate Dahl Ransby, an aspiring poet. Within a few pages, both
sexual drama and the novel's political exposé will hook readers, as a terror-filled race provides an
unforgettable climax.
  vice lords gang: A Dictionary of Gangs Bill Sanders, 2019-02-05 A worldwide fascination with
gangs is evident: they are a major focus of the criminal justice system and the object of much media
attention. This new Oxford Reference title of over 250 entries gives a concise overview of key terms
used in the study and understanding of gangs - the first dictionary of its kind to focus on gang
vernacular. Broad in scope, it covers: colloquialisms used in gang culture to describe certain
behaviours common among gang members, such as caught slipping and jumped in; sociological and
criminological terms in relation to gangs, such as social disorganization and social learning; as well
as general academic concepts which apply to gangs, including Critical Race Theory, acculturation,
moral panic, and identity. It also includes entries on gangs both inside and outside of the United
States and theories of key gang researchers.
  vice lords gang: A World of Gangs John Hagedorn, 2008 On the street with gangs in three
world cities - Chicago, Rio de Janeiro, and Capetown - Hagedorn discovers that many of them have
institutionalized as a strategy to confront a hopeless cycle of poverty, racism, and oppression. The
mhilistic appeal of gangsta rap and its ethic of survival by any means necessary, he argues, provides
vital insights into the ideology and persistence of gangs around the world. Proposing how gangs can
be encouraged to overcome their violent tendencies, Hagedorn appeals to community leaders to use
the urgency, outrage, and resistance common to both gang life and hip-hop to bring gangs into
broader movements for social justice.--BOOK JACKET.
  vice lords gang: The American Street Gang Malcolm W. Klein, 1997 About street gangs in the
United States.
  vice lords gang: From Disgrace to Dignity Clemens Bartollas, 2019-01-14 From Disgrace to
Dignity: Redemption in the Life of Willie Rico Johnson examines the life of Rico Johnson who became
the head of the Conservative Vice Lords, one of the largest street gangs in the United States. In
addition to highlighting his life, this work considers how redemption has affected his life. In addition,
Minister Rico is identified as a Godfather. Much like the Godfathers found in organized crime
families, Rico sees himself as providing a positive force to Vice Lords' gang members. On one hand,
what this involves is taking care of their needs (he feeds 150 families a day) and, on the other hand,
providing guidance and direction for members' lives.
  vice lords gang: Gangs Karen L. Kinnear, 2008-10-29 A thoroughly updated look at the world
of gangs, charting their growth and development in the United States and worldwide, as well as the
efforts to curb their expanding criminal enterprises. Gangs: A Reference Handbook, Second Edition
offers an eye-opening look at modern gangs—their history, their ability to attract members from a
widening social pool, as well as efforts by community and political leaders to stop gang-related crime
and weaken the grip that gangs have on our culture. This timely update shows that while genuine
progress has been made, the world of gangs is evolving in fascinating and dangerous ways. The
second edition features a wealth of new information, new statistical data, and new insights into the
ways gangs operate in cities large and small. It also offers expanded coverage of gangs specific to
other countries as well as those that have become genuinely international in nature.
  vice lords gang: Delinquency in Society Robert Regoli, John Hewitt, Matt DeLisi, 2010
Delinquency in Society, Eighth Edition provides a systematic introduction to the study of juvenile
delinquency, criminal behavior, and status offending youths. This text examines the theories of



juvenile crimes and the social context of delinquency including the relevance of families, schools,
and peer groups. Reorganized and thoroughly updated to reflect the most current trends and
developments in juvenile delinquency, the Eighth Edition includes discussions of the history,
institutional context, and societal reactions to delinquent behavior. Delinquency prevention
programs and basic coverage of delinquency as it relates to the criminal justice system are also
included to add context and support student comprehension.
  vice lords gang: A Report on Chicago Crime Chicago Crime Commission, 1966
  vice lords gang: Police Files: The Spokane Experience 1853-1995 M. Kienholz, 1999
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