the starlight barking

the starlight barking is a captivating fantasy novel that continues the story
of the beloved canine protagonist, Todd, in a unique and imaginative world.
This novel, written by Dodie Smith, explores themes of adventure, loyalty,
and the mystical connections between dogs and the human world. As a sequel to
the classic "The Hundred and One Dalmatians," it expands the original
universe into a magical realm where dogs communicate in extraordinary ways
and face unprecedented challenges. This article delves into the plot,
characters, themes, and the cultural impact of the starlight barking,
providing a comprehensive overview for readers and enthusiasts alike.
Additionally, it covers the book’s literary significance and its place within
children’s fantasy literature. The following sections will guide you through
the essential aspects of this enchanting story.

Overview of The Starlight Barking

Main Characters and Their Roles

Plot Summary and Key Events

Themes and Symbolism

Literary Significance and Reception

e Adaptations and Cultural Influence

Overview of The Starlight Barking

The starlight barking is a fantasy novel published in 1967 by Dodie Smith,
serving as a sequel to her earlier work, "The Hundred and One Dalmatians."
The story takes place in a world where dogs have a secret society and can
communicate telepathically. This imaginative setting allows for a deeper
exploration of canine intelligence and social structures beyond what is
typical in children’s literature. The book is notable for blending whimsical
fantasy elements with the everyday experiences of dogs and their human
companions. It introduces a mysterious cosmic event that affects all dogs on
Earth, leading to extraordinary adventures and decisions that test their
loyalty and courage.

The narrative style is engaging and accessible, making it suitable for
children and adults alike who enjoy fantasy stories with strong emotional
undertones. The novel's world-building is intricate, with detailed
descriptions of dog communities and their interactions with humans. This
section highlights the foundational aspects of the novel, including its



background, genre, and unique features that distinguish it from other books
in the same category.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in the starlight barking are central to the story’s appeal and
depth. Each dog character embodies distinct traits and values, contributing
to the novel’'s exploration of themes such as loyalty, bravery, and freedom.
Understanding these characters is essential to grasp the full impact of the
narrative.

Todd

Todd is the protagonist, a Dalmatian dog who first appeared in "The Hundred
and One Dalmatians." In this sequel, Todd takes on a leadership role among
the dogs, demonstrating intelligence, compassion, and determination. His
perspective guides readers through the unfolding events and the challenges
faced by the canine community.

Other Canine Characters

Alongside Todd, numerous other dogs play important roles, each representing
different breeds and personalities. These characters include Lucky, Patch,
and Perdita, who bring their unique skills and perspectives to the story. The
diversity among the dogs highlights themes of unity and cooperation despite
differences.

Human Characters

Humans appear less prominently but are crucial to the narrative. They
represent the everyday world and the bond shared with their canine
companions. Their interactions with the dogs underscore the mutual respect
and affection that define the human-animal relationship central to the novel.

Plot Summary and Key Events

The starlight barking unfolds during a mysterious cosmic event called the
“Starlight Barking,” when all dogs across the globe suddenly gain the ability
to communicate telepathically. This unprecedented phenomenon sets the stage
for a series of adventures and dilemmas that challenge the canine characters.

The story begins with Todd and his family experiencing this strange new
ability, leading to a global canine council convening to discuss the
implications. During this assembly, the dogs learn about a celestial dog



named Sirius who offers them a choice: to leave Earth and live a life free
from human control or to stay and continue their current existence. This
pivotal moment drives the novel'’s central conflict.

Throughout the narrative, the dogs grapple with loyalty to their human owners
versus the allure of independence. The plot explores various adventures,
including encounters with other animals, overcoming obstacles, and making
decisions that affect their future. The story balances excitement with
emotional depth, emphasizing the bonds between dogs and humans.

Key Events

e The onset of the Starlight Barking phenomenon
e The global canine telepathic communication

e The council of dogs and the offer from Sirius
e Individual dogs’ responses and decisions

e The resolution of the canine dilemma

Themes and Symbolism

The novel the starlight barking is rich in themes and symbolism that resonate
with readers of all ages. These thematic elements provide depth to the
narrative and invite reflection on broader issues beyond the immediate story.

Loyalty and Freedom

Loyalty is a central theme, explored through the dogs’ relationships with
their human families and their canine peers. The tension between loyalty to
humans and the desire for freedom symbolizes a universal conflict experienced
in various contexts, making the story relatable and thought-provoking.

Communication and Understanding

The telepathic communication among dogs represents the ideal of empathy and
understanding across differences. This theme encourages readers to consider
the importance of listening and connecting beyond language barriers.



Cosmic and Mystical Elements

The cosmic event and the character of Sirius introduce mystical symbolism,
suggesting a connection between earthly life and the broader universe. This
elevates the narrative from a simple animal story to a metaphysical
exploration of existence and choice.

Literary Significance and Reception

The starlight barking holds a unique place in children’s fantasy literature
due to its imaginative premise and continuation of a beloved story. While it
did not achieve the same level of fame as its predecessor, "The Hundred and
One Dalmatians," it garnered appreciation for its creativity and depth.

Critics have noted the novel’s sophisticated themes and its appeal to both
young readers and adults. The book’s exploration of complex ideas through the
lens of animal characters is considered a strength, contributing to its
enduring relevance. It also reflects Dodie Smith’s skill in creating engaging
narratives that combine fantasy with emotional resonance.

Critical Reception

Reviews praised the novel for its originality and the author’s ability to
expand the world of the original book in a meaningful way. Some criticism
focused on its departure from the more straightforward adventure style of the
first novel, but overall, it is regarded as a valuable contribution to the
genre.

Legacy

The legacy of the starlight barking includes inspiring subsequent works in
animal fantasy and influencing how telepathic communication is portrayed in
literature. It remains a reference point for writers exploring similar
themes.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

Unlike "The Hundred and One Dalmatians," which has been adapted into several
films and other media, the starlight barking has not seen widespread
adaptations. However, its influence persists in the realm of fantasy
storytelling involving animals.

The novel’'s imaginative concepts have inspired fan works and discussions
within literary circles. Its unique approach to canine perspective and cosmic



themes has contributed to a broader appreciation of animal-centered fantasy
narratives.

Potential for Future Adaptations

Given the enduring popularity of the original "Dalmatians" story, there 1is
potential for the starlight barking to be adapted into new media forms. Its
rich narrative and themes offer ample material for film, television, or
theatrical productions that could bring the story to new audiences.

Cultural References

The book is occasionally referenced in discussions about children’s
literature and fantasy, particularly in analyses of animal protagonists and
telepathic communication. Its cultural footprint, while modest, is
significant within niche literary communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Starlight Barking' about?

'The Starlight Barking' is a children's fantasy novel by Dodie Smith,
featuring the adventures of a group of dogs who find themselves able to
communicate telepathically and embark on a mysterious journey to save their
canine friends.

Who is the author of 'The Starlight Barking'?

The author of 'The Starlight Barking' is Dodie Smith, who is also known for
writing the classic novel 'The Hundred and One Dalmatians.'

Is 'The Starlight Barking' a sequel to another book?

Yes, 'The Starlight Barking' is a sequel to Dodie Smith's earlier novel 'The
Hundred and One Dalmatians.' It continues the story of the canine characters
from the first book.

What genre does 'The Starlight Barking' belong to?

'The Starlight Barking' belongs to the children's fantasy genre, featuring
talking animals and magical elements.

What is the significance of the 'starlight barking'



in the story?

In the story, 'starlight barking' refers to the mysterious telepathic
communication among dogs that occurs under the starlight, allowing them to
connect and unite in their adventure.

Are the dogs in 'The Starlight Barking' able to talk
to humans?

In 'The Starlight Barking,' the dogs communicate with each other
telepathically, but this ability does not extend to talking directly to
humans.

What themes are explored in 'The Starlight Barking'?

The novel explores themes of loyalty, friendship, courage, and the importance
of community among the dogs as they face unusual challenges together.

Has 'The Starlight Barking' been adapted into any
films or TV shows?

Unlike 'The Hundred and One Dalmatians,' 'The Starlight Barking' has not been
widely adapted into films or TV shows, remaining primarily a beloved book.

What age group is 'The Starlight Barking' suitable
for?

‘The Starlight Barking' is suitable for children aged 8 to 12 years old, but
it can also be enjoyed by readers of all ages who appreciate classic
children's literature.

Where can I find a copy of 'The Starlight Barking'?

You can find 'The Starlight Barking' at most bookstores, online retailers
like Amazon, or at your local library.

Additional Resources

1. Starlight Barking by Dodie Smith

This whimsical sequel to "The Hundred and One Dalmatians" follows the
adventures of Pongo and Perdita's puppies as they discover a mysterious
phenomenon where all dogs around the world can communicate telepathically.
The story blends fantasy and adventure, exploring themes of loyalty, courage,
and unity among dogs to prevent a looming catastrophe. It’s a charming tale
that enchants readers with its imaginative plot and endearing characters.

2. The Hundred and One Dalmatians by Dodie Smith



The original classic that introduces the lovable Dalmatian family and their
daring escapade to rescue their stolen puppies from the villainous Cruella de
Vil. This novel is a heartwarming story of bravery, wit, and the power of
family bonds. It sets the stage for the magical elements explored in
"Starlight Barking."

3. The Secret Life of Pets by Martha Freeman

While not directly related to "Starlight Barking," this book delves into the
imaginative world of pets’ adventures when their owners are away. It captures
the spirit of animal friendship and secret lives, much like the telepathic
connections seen in Dodie Smith’s work. Readers who love animal tales with a
fantastical twist will enjoy this lively narrative.

4. Dog Stars by Peter Heller

A post-apocalyptic novel that highlights the bond between a man and his dog
as they navigate a dangerous, changed world. Though more serious and grounded
than "Starlight Barking," the novel explores themes of survival,
companionship, and hope. It offers a poignant perspective on the human-canine
relationship in challenging times.

5. The Art of Communicating with Dogs by Pat Miller

This nonfiction guide explores how dogs communicate with humans and each
other, providing insights into their behavior and signals. Readers interested
in the telepathic and communicative elements of "Starlight Barking" will
appreciate the practical knowledge and science behind canine communication.
It deepens the understanding of the special bond between dogs and people.

6. Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo

A touching story about a young girl who adopts a stray dog, leading to new
friendships and healing in her community. The novel emphasizes the magical
impact dogs have on human lives, echoing the warmth and connection found in
“Starlight Barking." It's a heartfelt narrative about love, loss, and
acceptance.

7. The Call of the Wild by Jack London

This classic adventure follows a domesticated dog’'s return to the wild,
awakening his primal instincts and survival skills. The novel contrasts with
the fantasy of "Starlight Barking" but shares a deep exploration of canine
nature and the connection between dogs and their environment. It’'s a powerful
tale of transformation and resilience.

8. Marley & Me: Life and Love with the World’s Worst Dog by John Grogan

A humorous and touching memoir about the author’s life with his mischievous
but beloved Labrador Retriever, Marley. The book celebrates the joy and chaos
dogs bring to human lives, complementing the affectionate portrayal of dogs
in "Starlight Barking." It’'s a real-life testament to the enduring bond
between dogs and their owners.

9. Flush: A Biography by Virginia Woolf
An imaginative biography of Elizabeth Barrett Browning’'s cocker spaniel,
Flush, offering a unique perspective on Victorian society through the eyes of



a dog. This literary work shares the theme of exploring the world from a
canine viewpoint, much like the telepathic storytelling in "Starlight
Barking." It blends history, fiction, and animal insight beautifully.
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the starlight barking: Starlight Barking Dodie Smith, 1997-08-15 When they awake to find
that every living creature in England, except the dogs, is asleep, Dalmatians Pongo and Missis
discover unusual abilities that lead them to London where their daughter is assembling all breeds of
dogs to await contact from Sirius, the Dog Star.

the starlight barking: The Starlight Barking Dodie Smith, 1988

the starlight barking: The Starlight Barking Dodie Smith, 2015-06-23 The long-forgotten
sequel to The Hundred and One Dalmatians, the classic adapted by Disney, presents a thrilling
adventure for Pongo and his family. As the story opens, every living creature except dogs is gripped
by an enchanted sleep. One of the original Dalmatian puppies, all grown up since the first novel, is
now the Prime Minister’s mascot. Relying on her spotted parents for guidance, she assumes
emergency leadership for the canine population of England. Awaiting advice from Sirius, the Dog
Star, dogs of every breed crowd Trafalgar Square to watch the evening skies. The message they
receive is a disturbing proposition, one that might forever destroy their status as “man's best
friend.” Includes lavish illustrations by the same artist team as The Hundred and One Dalmatians.

the starlight barking: Starlight Barking (Deluxe) Dodie Smith, 1996-01-18

the starlight barking: The Hundred and One Dalmatians and the Starlight Barking Dodie
Smith, 2024-08-29 A gift edition of this classic tale of pups and villains, with vibrant illustrations by
the award-winning Alex T Smith, creator of Claude. 'As comforting as hot buttered toast' - Guardian
THE HUNDRED AND ONE DALMATIANS When dastardly Cruella De Vil steals a whole litter of
Dalmatian puppies to make a new fur coat, the puppies' parents, Pongo and Missus, lose no time in
mounting a daring rescue mission. Will they be in time to thwart Cruella's evil scheme, or have they
bitten off more than they can chew? THE STARLIGHT BARKING There's a Dalmatian in Number 10
Downing Street. But when strange things start happening, Pongo and his family are in a race against
time to save London ... and the world.

the starlight barking: The Starlight Barking Dodie Smith, 1986

the starlight barking: The Starlight Barking. More about the Hundred and One
Dalmatians. Illustrated by Janet and Anne Grahame-Johnstone Dodie Smith, 1967

the starlight barking: The Hundred and One Dalmatians / the Starlight Barking Dodie
Smith, Janet Grahame Johnstone, 1993-10 Pongo and Missis have 15 Dalmatian puppies, who
mysteriously disappear. The alert Pongo suspects a sinister neighbour, Cruella de Vil, and with
Misses he sets out to find his family. This volume also includes the sequel, The Starlight Barking.

the starlight barking: I Capture the Castle Dodie Smith, 2017-10-10 A Wednesday Books
reissue of one of the century's most beloved novels, I Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith, with a
foreword by New York Times bestselling author, Jenny Han. Seventeen-year-old Cassandra
Mortmain and her family live in not-so-genteel poverty in a ramshackle old English castle. Here she
strives, over six turbulent months, to hone her writing skills. She fills three notebooks with sharply
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funny yet poignant entries. Her journals candidly chronicle the great changes that take place within
the castle's walls, and her own first descent into love. By the time she pens her final entry, she has
captured the castle -and the heart of the reader- in one of literature's most enchanting
entertainments.

the starlight barking: Writing the Rapture Crawford Gribben, 2009-02-02 For the past twenty
years, evangelical prophecy novels have been a powerful presence on American bestseller lists.
Emerging from a growing conservative culture industry, the genre dramatizes events that many
believers expect to occur at the end of the age - the rapture of the saved, the rise of the Antichrist,
and the fearful tribulation faced by those who are left behind. Seeking the forces that drove the
unexpected success of the Left Behind novels, Crawford Gribben traces the gradual development of
the prophecy fiction genre from its eclectic roots among early twentieth-century fundamentalists.
The first rapture novels came onto the scene at the high water mark of Protestant America. From
there, the genre would both witness the defeat of conservative Protestantism and participate in its
eventual reconstruction and return, providing for the renaissance of the evangelical imagination that
would culminate in the Left Behind novels. Yet, as Gribben shows, the rapture genre, while vividly
expressing some prototypically American themes, also serves to greatly complicate the idea of
American modernity-assaulting some of its most cherished tenets. Gribben concludes with a look at
post-Left Behind rapture fiction, noting some works that were written specifically to counter the
claims of the best-selling series. Along the way, he gives attention not just to literary fictions, but to
rapture films and apocalyptic themes in Christian music. Writing the Rapture is an indispensable
guide to this flourishing yet little understood body of literature.

the starlight barking: A Short History of Fantasy Farah Mendlesohn, Edward James,
2012-06-27 Some of the earliest books ever written, including The Epic of Gilgamesh and the
Odyssey, deal with monsters, marvels, extraordinary voyages, and magic, and this genre, known as
fantasy, remained an essential part of European literature through the rise of the modern realist
novel. Tracing the history of fantasy from the earliest years through to the origins of modern fantasy
in the 20th century, this account discusses contributions decade by decade--from Tolkien's Lord of
the Rings trilogy and Lewis's Narnia books in the 1950s to J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter series. It also
discusses and explains fantasy's continuing and growing popularity.

the starlight barking: The Secret of Happy Ever After Lucy Dillon, 2013-03-05 Michelle
doesn’t believe in fairy tales. She’s a hard-headed businesswoman, making a fresh start in a new
town. And when she decides to take over a neglected book shop, she knows the perfect manager.
For book-loving Anna, it’s a dream come true—and not just because it gives her an escape from her
three demanding step-children and their adorable but hyperactive Dalmatian. Although she’s been
thinking that her own fairytale ending hasn’t really turned out the way she hoped, Anna’s passion for
the classics is transforming the shop. The customers, and even Michelle, are falling under the spell
of the magical stories of romance, adventure, and lost dogs. But when secrets from her past threaten
Michelle’s new beginnings, and trouble strikes at the heart of Anna’s household, can the wisdom and
courage of the stories in the bookshop help the two friends—and those they love—find their happy
ever after?

the starlight barking: Bookworm Lucy Mangan, 2018-03-01 A love letter to the joys of
childhood reading from Wonderland to Narnia. When Lucy Mangan was little, stories were
everything. They opened up new worlds and cast light on all the complexities she encountered in
this one. She was whisked away to Narnia - and Kirrin Island - and Wonderland. She ventured down
rabbit holes and womble burrows into midnight gardens and chocolate factories. She wandered the
countryside with Milly-Molly-Mandy, and played by the tracks with the Railway Children. With
Charlotte's Web she discovered Death and with Judy Blume it was Boys. No wonder she only left the
house for her weekly trip to the library or to spend her pocket money on amassing her own at home.
In Bookworm, Lucy revisits her childhood reading with wit, love and gratitude. She relives our
best-beloved books, their extraordinary creators, and looks at the thousand subtle ways they shape
our lives. She also disinters a few forgotten treasures to inspire the next generation of bookworms



and set them on their way. Lucy brings the favourite characters of our collective childhoods back to
life - prompting endless re-readings, rediscoveries, and, inevitably, fierce debate - and brilliantly
uses them to tell her own story, that of a born, and unrepentant, bookworm. 'Passionate, witty,
informed, and gloriously opinionated' Jacqueline Wilson author of The Story of Tracy Beaker

the starlight barking: The Encyclopedia of American Animated Television Shows David
Perlmutter, 2018-05-04 Once consigned almost exclusively to Saturday morning fare for young
viewers, television animation has evolved over the last several decades as a programming form to be
reckoned with. While many animated shows continue to entertain tots, the form also reaches a much
wider audience, engaging viewers of all ages. Whether aimed at toddlers, teens, or adults, animated
shows reflect an evolving expression of sophisticated wit, adult humor, and a variety of artistic
techniques and styles. The Encyclopedia of American Animated Television Series encompasses
animated programs broadcast in the United States and Canada since 1948. From early cartoon
series like Crusader Rabbit, Rocky and His Friends, and The Flintstones to 21st century stalwarts
like The Simpsons, South Park, and Spongebob Squarepants, the wide range of shows can be found
in this volume. Series from many networks—such as Comedy Central, the Disney Channel,
Nickleodeon, and Cartoon Network— are included, representing both the diversity of programming
and the broad spectrum of viewership. Each entry includes a list of cast and characters, credit
information, a brief synopsis of the series, and a critical analysis. Additional details include network
information and broadcast history. The volume also features one hundred images and an
introduction containing an historical overview of animated programming since the inception of
television. Highlighting an extensive array of shows from Animaniacs and Archer to The X-Men and
Yogi Bear, The Encyclopedia of American Animated Television Series is an essential resource for
anyone interested in the history and evolution of this constantly expanding art form.

the starlight barking: In Defence of Fantasy Ann Swinfen, 2019-10-01 The modern fantasy
novel might hardly seem to need a defence, but its position in contemporary literature in the 1980s
was still rather ambivalent. Many post-war writers had produced highly successful fantasy novels,
some phenomenal publishing successes had occurred in the field, and an increasing number of
universities throughout the English-speaking world now included the literary criticism of fantasy as
part of their English Literature courses. None the less some critics and academics condemned the
whole genre with a passion that seemed less than objectively critical. In this book, originally
published in 1984, Dr Ann Swinfen presents a wide-ranging and comprehensive view of fantasy:
what it is, what it tries to achieve, what fundamental differences distinguish it from mainstream
realist fiction. She concentrates on the three decades from 1945, when a new generation of writers
found that Tolkein had made fantasy ‘respectable’. Her approach is thematic, rather than by
individual author, and she brings out the profound moral purpose that underlies much modern
fantasy, in a wide range of works, both British and American, such as Russell Hoban’s The Mouse
and His Child, C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia and Ursula Le Guin’s Earthsea Trilogy.

the starlight barking: 2,000 Years of Manchester Kathryn Coase, 2019-04-30 An
enlightening and entertaining portrait of the English city’s history, legends, and lore, including
photos and quotations: “Excellent.” —NB Magazine This is not a chronological history of Manchester
filled with names and dates and figures. Rather, it is an eclectic mix of fact, fiction, legend, and myth
that presents the history of Manchester from its beginnings as a Roman settlement, then as an
insignificant market town, to its place as a city at the heart of the Industrial Revolution and
beyond—capturing not only the often tragic lives, times, struggles, and beliefs of the city’s
ever-expanding population, but also its resilience and humor. Including photographs, illustrations,
poems and quotes, the book ranges from the funny, including the stories of “Spanking Roger” and
the “Manchester Mummy” to the tragic stories of “Cholera” and “Mary Bradley”, together with the
bizarre “Pig Tales” and the criminal “Scuttlers” and “Purrers.” For anyone interested in urban,
social, or English history, this is a well-researched, well-written, and, most importantly, entertaining
and informative read.

the starlight barking: Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature, Vol 1 R. Reginald, 2010-09-01



Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature, A Checklist, 1700-1974, Volume one of Two, contains an
Author Index, Title Index, Series Index, Awards Index, and the Ace and Belmont Doubles Index.

the starlight barking: The Book Tree Elizabeth McCallum, Jane Scott, 2008 Literary habits
naturally give way to literary affections. Once upon a time, a carpenter entered a forest and
happened upon a wolf wearing a feathered cap. Quick -- whose side are you on? If you don't know,
we suggest reading a hearty round of fairytales. Stories provide a roadmap for life. This is because
stories are life. But oftentimes it's easiest to understand where we are when we can look through
other eyes -- from the perspective of someone else, living somewhere else, somewhen else. For those
beginning to read for the first time or those beginning to read again, The Book Tree will drop golden
apples in your lap, until you can climb high enough to pick for yourself.

the starlight barking: Literary Afterlife Bernard A. Drew, 2010-03-08 This is an encyclopedic
work, arranged by broad categories and then by original authors, of literary pastiches in which
fictional characters have reappeared in new works after the deaths of the authors that created them.
It includes book series that have continued under a deceased writer's real or pen name, undisguised
offshoots issued under the new writer's name, posthumous collaborations in which a deceased
author's unfinished manuscript is completed by another writer, unauthorized pastiches, and
biographies of literary characters. The authors and works are entered under the following
categories: Action and Adventure, Classics (18th Century and Earlier), Classics (19th Century),
Classics (20th Century), Crime and Mystery, Espionage, Fantasy and Horror, Humor, Juveniles (19th
Century), Juveniles (20th Century), Poets, Pulps, Romances, Science Fiction and Westerns. Each
original author entry includes a short biography, a list of original works, and information on the
pastiches based on the author's characters.

the starlight barking: The Ethics of Fur Andrew Linzey, Clair Linzey, 2023-07-24 This is the
first multidisciplinary book that addresses the ethics of fur. Whatever might have been true of the
past, the production of fur is now morally problematic in terms of both necessity and suffering.
There is no necessity in killing animals for nonessential purposes, such as adornment, fashion, or
vanity. The argument for utility simply doesn’t hold up. Alternative clothing is now readily available,
enduring, and less costly. Worse still, since we know that the animals exploited are sentient, causing
them suffering or making animals liable to suffering is arguably intrinsically wrong. The purpose of
this volume is to open up and advance further the ethical, political, and specifically legislative
endeavors now moving at pace and to encourage the anti-fur movement. That said, there is much to
learn from this book about the history, culture, and political arguments for and against fur that
should interest scholars and students, as well as those engaged on either side of the debate. It is not
common for academics to engage with pressing and contentious moral issues, and we pay tribute to
our eighteen contributors for leading the way.
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