
unfunny jokes
unfunny jokes are a peculiar aspect of humor that often elicit groans, awkward silences,
or polite nods rather than genuine laughter. These jokes may fall flat due to poor timing,
inappropriate content, or simply a lack of wit and creativity. Understanding why certain
jokes fail can provide valuable insights into the mechanics of humor and communication.
This article explores the nature of unfunny jokes, their common characteristics, and the
psychological and social reasons behind their reception. Additionally, it covers how to
identify and avoid unfunny jokes, as well as how to turn a failed joke into a learning
opportunity. By examining these elements, readers will gain a deeper appreciation for
effective humor and how to navigate social interactions involving jokes. The following
sections will delve into these topics in detail, providing a comprehensive overview of
unfunny jokes.
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Understanding Unfunny Jokes
Unfunny jokes refer to jokes that fail to amuse or entertain the audience, often resulting in
reactions such as silence, discomfort, or even annoyance. The perception of humor is
subjective, but certain types of jokes are widely recognized as unfunny due to their
structure, content, or context. These jokes do not resonate with the audience’s sense of wit
or timing, leading to a disconnect between the joke teller and the listeners. Understanding
the concept of unfunny jokes requires an exploration of what constitutes humor and why
some attempts at humor do not succeed.

The Nature of Humor
Humor is a complex social phenomenon that involves the cognitive and emotional
processing of incongruity, surprise, or absurdity. Successful jokes typically create a moment
of unexpected insight or play on words that triggers laughter. However, when a joke lacks
these elements or misjudges the audience’s expectations, it can become unfunny. Humor
also depends heavily on cultural, social, and personal context, which influences how jokes
are received.



Why Some Jokes Fail
Jokes may fail for various reasons including poor timing, inappropriate content, or a lack of
cleverness. A joke that is too predictable or relies on outdated stereotypes may not engage
the audience. Additionally, the delivery of a joke, including tone and body language, plays a
crucial role in its reception. When these factors are misaligned, the joke is more likely to be
perceived as unfunny.

Common Characteristics of Unfunny Jokes
Identifying the traits that make jokes unfunny helps in understanding why certain jokes do
not work. These characteristics often include clichéd punchlines, offensive content, overly
complicated setups, or simply a lack of originality. Recognizing these features can assist
individuals in refining their humor skills to avoid unfunny jokes.

Clichéd and Predictable Punchlines
One of the most common traits of unfunny jokes is predictability. When the punchline is
obvious or overused, the joke loses its element of surprise, which is essential for humor.
Jokes that rely on tired formulas or common puns often fall into this category.

Offensive or Inappropriate Content
Jokes that offend or alienate audience members due to insensitive content are frequently
deemed unfunny. Humor that targets specific groups in a derogatory manner or touches on
taboo subjects without tact can lead to discomfort rather than amusement.

Overly Complex or Confusing Setup
Humor often requires clarity and brevity. Jokes with complicated setups or convoluted
narratives can confuse the audience, making it difficult to follow the punchline. This
confusion diminishes the joke’s impact and contributes to it being perceived as unfunny.

Lack of Originality
Recycling jokes without adding a unique twist or personal touch can result in flat humor.
Audiences tend to appreciate fresh perspectives and creativity, so relying on common jokes
without innovation often leads to unfunny outcomes.

Psychological and Social Factors Behind Unfunny



Jokes
Beyond the content of the joke itself, psychological and social dynamics significantly
influence how jokes are received. Understanding these factors provides insight into why
some jokes are perceived as unfunny in certain contexts or by particular audiences.

Audience Expectations and Preferences
The sense of humor varies widely among different demographics and cultures. A joke that
resonates with one group may fall flat with another due to differing values, experiences,
and tastes. Misjudging the audience’s preferences is a common cause of unfunny jokes.

Social Context and Timing
The timing and social setting in which a joke is told are crucial to its success. Jokes that are
inappropriate for a formal event or mistimed during a serious conversation are likely to be
unfunny. Social cues and situational awareness are important for effective humor delivery.

Cognitive Processing and Attention
Humor requires cognitive engagement. If the audience is distracted, tired, or not fully
attentive, even well-crafted jokes may not land. Additionally, jokes that require too much
mental effort to understand can hinder immediate amusement.

How to Identify and Avoid Unfunny Jokes
Recognizing unfunny jokes before sharing them can prevent awkward social situations and
improve communication. Strategies to identify and avoid these jokes involve evaluating
content, context, and delivery carefully.

Evaluating the Content
Assessing whether a joke is clichéd, offensive, or overly complex can help determine its
potential to be unfunny. Avoiding stereotypes and ensuring the humor is inclusive and
respectful increases the likelihood of positive reception.

Considering the Audience and Setting
Understanding the demographics, cultural background, and current mood of the audience
allows for better tailoring of jokes. Adjusting humor to suit the occasion and the people
present reduces the risk of unfunny outcomes.



Testing Delivery and Timing
Practicing the joke and paying attention to timing can improve its effectiveness. Delivering
jokes with appropriate tone, pauses, and body language enhances audience engagement
and reduces the chance of failure.

Checklist to Avoid Unfunny Jokes

Avoid overused punchlines and clichés

Steer clear of offensive or insensitive topics

Keep setups clear and concise

Know the audience’s humor preferences

Consider the social context and timing

Practice delivery for better impact

Turning Unfunny Jokes into Opportunities
Experiencing unfunny jokes can serve as a valuable learning experience for improving
communication and humor skills. Analyzing why a joke failed and adapting accordingly
fosters resilience and social intelligence.

Learning from Mistakes
Reflecting on the reasons a joke did not resonate helps identify areas for improvement. This
process encourages the development of better joke selection, timing, and delivery in future
interactions.

Using Self-Deprecating Humor
Acknowledging a joke’s failure with self-deprecating humor can ease tension and re-engage
the audience. This approach demonstrates social awareness and can turn an awkward
moment into a shared, lighthearted experience.

Improving Humor Skills
Studying different types of humor, practicing joke-telling, and observing effective
comedians can enhance one’s ability to craft and deliver jokes that resonate. Continuous



learning reduces the occurrence of unfunny jokes over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do some jokes fall flat and become unfunny?
Jokes can fall flat if they rely on outdated references, poor timing, lack of relatability, or if
the punchline is predictable or offensive, causing the audience to not find them funny.

How can I avoid telling unfunny jokes in social settings?
To avoid telling unfunny jokes, consider your audience's interests and sensitivities, test
your jokes beforehand, keep them relevant, and avoid controversial or insensitive topics.

What makes a joke unfunny to most people?
A joke is often unfunny if it is too complex, overly simplistic, offensive, relies on clichés, or
lacks a clear punchline that creates surprise or humor.

Can unfunny jokes be improved to become funny?
Yes, unfunny jokes can often be improved by refining the wording, improving timing,
making the punchline clearer, or tailoring the joke to better suit the audience.

Why do some comedians intentionally use unfunny
jokes?
Some comedians use unfunny jokes deliberately as a comedic device, such as anti-humor,
to create awkwardness or to subvert expectations and generate laughter through absurdity.

How does cultural context affect whether a joke is
funny or unfunny?
Cultural context heavily influences humor; jokes that rely on specific cultural knowledge or
norms may be funny in one culture but unfunny or confusing in another.

Are unfunny jokes harmful or just annoying?
While unfunny jokes are often just annoying, some can be harmful if they perpetuate
stereotypes, offend certain groups, or contribute to a negative environment.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of the Unfunny Joke: Why Some Punchlines Miss
This book explores the mechanics of humor and why certain jokes fail to elicit laughter. It



delves into timing, cultural context, and delivery, illustrating common pitfalls that lead to
unfunny moments. Readers gain a better appreciation of what makes a joke truly work.

2. Cringe Comedy: Celebrating the Awkward and Unfunny
Focusing on the charm of awkward humor, this book highlights jokes that fall flat yet still
hold entertainment value. It examines how unfunny jokes can create a unique form of
comedy through discomfort and secondhand embarrassment. The book also features
examples from stand-up, sitcoms, and internet memes.

3. The Science of Bad Jokes: Why We Laugh at the Unfunny
This intriguing read investigates the psychological reasons behind laughing at jokes that
don’t seem funny. It discusses social bonding, nervous laughter, and the role of
expectations in humor. The book combines scientific research with real-life anecdotes to
explain this paradox.

4. Dad Jokes and Other Unfunny Gems
A humorous collection dedicated to the infamous dad joke genre, known for its groan-
worthy punchlines. The book celebrates the simplicity and innocence of these jokes,
revealing why their unfunny nature often makes them endearing. It includes tips for
crafting your own cringe-worthy jokes.

5. When Jokes Go Wrong: The Anatomy of Failed Humor
Analyzing why some jokes flop, this book breaks down the elements of failed humor from
joke structure to audience mismatch. It offers insights for comedians and casual joke-tellers
alike on how to avoid common errors. The author shares cautionary tales from the comedy
world’s biggest misfires.

6. The Unfunny Joke Anthology: A Compilation of Comedy Misfires
A curated collection of the most notoriously unfunny jokes across various genres and
cultures. This anthology provides a lighthearted look at humor that missed the mark but
continues to be shared and remembered. Readers can enjoy the awkwardness and reflect
on what makes humor successful.

7. Laughing at the Wrong Time: Understanding Unfunny Jokes in Social Settings
This book examines social dynamics and why some jokes are perceived as unfunny
depending on the context and audience. It covers cultural differences, timing issues, and
the complexity of group laughter. The author provides strategies to navigate and recover
from humor that doesn’t land.

8. Punishment: The World of Unfunny Wordplay
Dedicated to puns and wordplay that often provoke more eye-rolls than laughs, this book
celebrates the cleverness and cringe of linguistic humor. It investigates why puns can be
divisive and explores their place in comedy history. The book also includes a glossary of
famously unfunny puns.

9. Comedy Calamities: True Stories of Unfunny Jokes Gone Viral
A fascinating look at moments when jokes intended to be funny instead sparked confusion
or backlash, often spreading widely online. This book discusses the impact of social media
on humor perception and the fine line between funny and unfunny. It features interviews
with comedians and internet personalities about their funniest failures.
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  unfunny jokes: Bad Dad Jokes Bart King, 2020-06-16 A goofy book celebrating the Dad Joke
lifestyle?packed with jokes and wordplay for your favorite punster. Bart King’s Bad Dad Jokes covers
every aspect of the most simultaneously loathed and beloved joke form of all time: the pun. Because
“Dad Humor” should be practiced by everyone (regard-less of age, gender, or family status) this
book serves to encourage creative thinking and pun-ning habits for everyone! Learn how to properly
deliver a pun (whether written, visual, or verbal) and how to pretend you’re sorry for your Dad Joke
(even when you’re not). Includes: quality pre-loaded puns, the taxonomy of the different types of
wordplay, famous punsters, and Great Moments in Dad Joke History. Featuring illustrations by
Pulitzer Prize–winning cartoonist Jack Ohman.
  unfunny jokes: Good Humor, Bad Taste Giselinde Kuipers, 2015-04-24 This is an updated
edition of Good Humor, Bad Taste: A Sociology of the Joke, published in 2006. Using a combination
of interview materials, survey data, and historical materials, it explores the relationship between
humor and gender, age, social class, and national differences in the Netherlands and the United
States. This edition includes new developments and research findings in the field of humor studies.
  unfunny jokes: Really, Really, Really Bad Jokes Katy Hall, 1999 The riotous humor goes from
bad to worse in spread after spread of jokes that make readers giggle and groan. Like previous titles
in this series, the topics are kid-friendly and illustrations are funny and full-color.
  unfunny jokes: The Trouble with Jokes Nick Butler, 2023-12-18 We’re accustomed to seeing
humour as a diversion from the serious side of life, but humour also permeates some of the most
troubling political developments in recent years. From the resurgence of white nationalism to the
erosion of democratic norms, jokes force-feed us objectionable ideologies while we gasp and splutter
at all the side-splitting shenanigans. This book explores the relationship between humour and
offensiveness in contemporary society. Drawing on examples from philosophical thinkers and
popular culture, it invites readers to consider the dark side of humour. Weaving together cultural
analysis, political discussion and philosophical reflection, the book provides an antidote to positive
thinking about laughter and a roadmap for navigating different types of offensive humour.
  unfunny jokes: Humor and Chinese Culture Xiaodong Yue, 2017-07-20 This book addresses
psychological studies of humour in Chinese societies. It starts by reviewing how the concept of
humour evolves in Chinese history, and how it is perceived by Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism
respectively. It then compares differences in the Western and the Chinese perceptions of humor and
discusses empirical studies that were conducted to examine such differences. It also discusses the
cultural origin and empirical evidence of the Chinese ambivalence about humor and presents
empirical findings that illustrate its existence. Having done these, it proceeds to discuss
psychological studies that examine how humour is related to various demographic, dispositional
variables as well as how humour is related to creativity in Chinese societies. It also discusses how
humour is related to emotional expressions and mental health in Chinese society as well. It
concludes with a discussion on how workplace humor is reflected and developed in Chinese
contexts. Taken together, this book attempts to bring together the theoretical propositions,
empirical studies, and cultural analyses of humor in Chinese societies.
  unfunny jokes: The Psychology of Humor Jeffrey H Goldstein, 2013-10-22 The Psychology of
Humor: Theoretical Perspectives and Empirical Issues examines theoretical perspectives and
empirical issues concerning the psychology of humor. Theoretical views of humor range from the
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physiological to the sociological and anthropological. The relations between humor, laughter, and
smiling are considered, along with the connection between collative variables and arousal.
Comprised of 13 chapters, this book begins with an introduction to the history of thought and major
theoretical issues on humor, followed by a description of models of different aspects of humor. The
next section deals with empirical issues in which selected research areas are given detailed
attention. The relations between humor, laughter, and smiling, on the one hand, and collative
variables and arousal, on the other, are analyzed. Subsequent chapters explore the cognitive origins
of incongruity humor by comparing fantasy assimilation and reality assimilation; a two-stage model
for the appreciation of jokes and cartoons; and the social functions and physiological correlates of
humor. The relationship between arousal potential and funniness of jokes is also explored, together
with humor judgments as a function of reference groups and identification classes. The final chapter
presents an annotated bibliography of published papers on humor in the research literature and an
analysis of trends between 1900 and 1971. This monograph will be of interest to psychologists,
sociologists, anthropologists, and behavioral scientists.
  unfunny jokes: Bad Guys Movie 2 Joke Book Arie Kaplan, 2025-07-01 The Bad Guys are back
for their second big-screen movie, and it's bigger and BADDER than ever! Get ready to laugh out
loud with Mr. Wolf, Mr. Snake, Ms. Tarantula, Mr. Piranha, and Mr. Shark! Packed with puns, funny
fill-ins, limericks, and so much more, this joke book is the perfect companion to the Bad Guys Movie
2.
  unfunny jokes: Research Method Bernard C. Beins, 2017-09-19 This comprehensive text
introduces current scientific research with interesting, familiar issues to engage students.
  unfunny jokes: Explorations in Humor Studies Marcin Kuczok, Anna Stwora, Mariola Świerkot,
2019-11-12 Working towards a multifaceted debate on humor and related phenomena, this book is a
comprehensive reflection of the contributors’ shared interest in various dimensions of humor and its
manifold applications. It is composed of a selection of writings that provide important insights into
language used for humorous purposes. Theoretical discussions are complemented by an assortment
of case studies in linguistics, culture, literature, and translation, as well as in visual and media
studies.
  unfunny jokes: Stuff Christians Like Jon Acuff, 2020-04-07 Using the same humor and
honesty that galvanized more than a million online readers from more than 200 countries, speaker
Jon Acuff brings his insightful take on Christianity to the book world with this new edition of Stuff
Christians Like. Do you constantly find yourself towing the fine line between praying before certain
types of meals and not others? This book is for you. Have you fallen in love on a mission trip, just to
break up when you get home? This book is for you. Are you a unicorn of purity who ranks
honeymoon sex slightly higher than the second coming of Christ? Guess what – this book is for you,
too. It’s time to shake off Somber Christian Syndrome and embrace the quirks of being a member of
God’s kingdom. This book will teach you how to: Break up with your small group Subtly find out if
your new Christian friends drink beer too Recognize the shame grenade that is a Jesus Juke Avoid a
prayer handholding faux pas Say something Christian-y without looking like a snake handler From
prayer shot blocks to metro worship leaders, no stone is left unturned in this hilarious look at faith.
“I never knew how much I needed Jesus until I found out I was judging people who use the table of
contents in their Bible. This book saved me from looking like a bad Christian.” – Sister Mary Francis,
Rhode Island. “It’s such a time saver to know that my Chick-fil-a from the drive-thru comes
pre-blessed. I always knew I was making the right choice by choosing the Lord’s chicken.” – Dave L.,
South Carolina.
  unfunny jokes: The Invisible Gorilla Christopher Chabris, Daniel Simons, 2011-06-07 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Our minds don’t work the way we think they do. Two renowned
psychologists explain how and why our intuitions lead us astray, “[spinning] the plain world [we]
know into a wonderment of surprising new insights” (Time). “A must-read for anyone who wants to
better understand how the mind works.”—Associated Press In The Invisible Gorilla, Christopher
Chabris and Daniel Simons, creators of one of psychology’s most famous experiments, use



remarkable stories and counterintuitive scientific findings to demonstrate an important truth: We
think we see ourselves and the world as they really are, but we’re actually missing a whole lot.
Chabris and Simons combine the work of other researchers with their own findings on attention,
perception, memory, and reasoning to reveal how faulty intuitions can lead us to make shocking,
costly—even life-threatening—mistakes. In the process, they explain: • Why a company would spend
billions to launch a product that its own analysts know will fail • Why award-winning movies are full
of editing mistakes • What criminals have in common with chess masters • Why measles and other
childhood diseases are making a comeback • Why money managers could learn a lot from weather
forecasters The Invisible Gorilla reveals the myriad ways that our intuitions can deceive us, but it’s
much more than a catalog of human failings. Chabris and Simons explain why we succumb to these
everyday illusions and what we can do to inoculate ourselves against their effects. Ultimately, the
book provides a kind of x-ray vision into our own minds, making it possible to pierce the veil of
illusions that clouds our thoughts and to think clearly for perhaps the first time.
  unfunny jokes: Self-Inference Processes James M. Olson, 2013-03-07 Although self-inference
processes -- the ways individuals make judgments about themselves -- have been studied in social
psychology and sociology for many years, a distinct literature on this topic has not emerged due to
the diversity of relevant issues. The editors of this current volume cull recent social psychological
research and theory on self-inference processes and identify some of the common themes in this
area of study. The specific topics covered in this volume include: ` how people infer their emotions,
personality traits, and body images from relevant information * factors influencing the self-concept,
identity, and self-standards * the impact of self-inferences on interpersonal relations * conditions
motivating escape from the self The book is written for researchers and graduate level students in
clinical, social, developmental, health, and personality psychology.
  unfunny jokes: It's a Funny Thing, Humour Antony J. Chapman, Hugh C. Foot, 2013-10-22 It's a
Funny Thing, Humour contains the papers presented at the International Conference on Humor and
Laughter, held in Cardiff in July 1976. The symposium provides a platform from which authors from
different professional and personal background can talk about their own definition and analysis of
humor. The book is structured into 10 main sections that reflect the structure of the conference and
presents various studies and research on the nature of humor and laughter. Contributions range
from theoretical discussions to practical and experimental expositions. Topics on the
psychoanalytical theory of humor and laughter; the nature and analysis of jokes; cross-cultural
research of humor; mirth measurement; and humor as a tool of learning are some of the topics
covered in the symposium. Psychologists, sociologists, teachers, communication experts,
psychiatrists, and people who are curious to know more about humor and laughter will find the book
very interesting and highly amusing.
  unfunny jokes: Humour and laughter Anthony J. Chapman, Hugh C. Foot, Humor and
laughter play a vital part in our everyday social encounters. In this book, well-known psychologists
including Thomas R. Shultz, Mary K. Rathbart, and Goran Nerhardt explore the psychology of humor
and laughter, examining the major theoretical perspectives underlying current approaches. This
volume draws together the main empirical work done over the course of the twentieth century.
  unfunny jokes: IPG innocent Proven Guilty Michael Fitzalan, 2014-05-12 Philip Hayward is a
mathematics teacher who thinks of himself as 'Mr Nice Guy'. He tries to be generous and giving, but
he harbours a guilty secret, he wants his brother, Patrick, dead. His brother sold their flat and left
with the money; then, the mortgage company came after Phil for the mortgage debt, leaving him
with a huge sum of money to pay off and nowhere to live.He fantasized about fratricide; the
bitterness at his unfair treatment had become greater as time passed and as his poverty weighed
more heavily on him.When a serendipitous meeting reveals his brother's whereabouts, he stumbles
into his brother's new house to discover a body.Can he prove his innocence before the police move
in and who is Diana Deverill who signs herself Deadly nightshade and pursues Phil at every
opportunity?His distinctive looks and height give him away at every turn but will the help of the
Muslim community save him from the clutches of the law and allow him to track down the real



murderer.
  unfunny jokes: Wisecracks David Shoemaker, 2024-05 Humor enriches our lives, but it can
also raise moral trouble. Is humor that relies on deception, maliciousness, or stereotyping always
immoral? Does motive matter in determining the moral value of a joke? Why are certain topics out of
bounds for humor? In Wisecracks, philosopher David Shoemaker delves into the fascinating
relationship between humor and morality in our everyday lives. In this book, Shoemaker sets aside
the crafted forms of humor we find in comedy specials, TV skits, and more and focuses on the
informal, improvised wit that occurs in interpersonal relationships-such as teasing, mockery, and
pranks-known as wisecracks. The key difference between wisecracks and jokes? Jokes are told,
whereas wisecracks are made. Sometimes wisecracks involve lying, sometimes they are mean, and
sometimes they play on racial or sexual stereotypes. Shoemaker untangles the intricate threads of
when and why these immoral qualities are or aren't acceptable in humor. In showing how a
well-developed sense of morality is central to a good sense of humor (and how to develop each),
Wisecracks makes the case for how humor can heal, even when it takes a hurtful form--
  unfunny jokes: Research Methods and Statistics in Psychology Bernard C. Beins, Maureen
A. McCarthy, 2018-12-13 This seamless introduction to statistics and research methods identifies
various research areas and analyzes how one approaches them statistically.
  unfunny jokes: The Best American Essays 2016 Jonathan Franzen, 2020-12-15 The National
Book Award–winning author compiles a thought-provoking volume of essays by Joyce Carol Oates,
Oliver Sacks, Jaquira Diaz and others ( Publishers Weekly). As Jonathan Franzen writes in his
introduction, his main criterion for selecting The Best American Essays 2016 was whether an author
had taken a risk. The resulting volume showcases authorial risk in a variety of forms, from
championing an unpopular opinion to the possibility of ruining a professional career, or irrevocably
alienating one's family. What's gained are essential insights into aspects of the human condition that
would otherwise remain concealed—from questions of queer identity, to the experience of a sibling's
autism and relationships between students and college professors. The Best American Essays 2016
includes entries by Alexander Chee, Paul Crenshaw, Jaquira Diaz, Laura Kipnis, Amitava Kaumar,
Sebastian Junger, Joyce Carol Oates, Oliver Sacks, George Steiner, Thomas Chatterton Williams, and
others.
  unfunny jokes: Forum , 1996
  unfunny jokes: And Here's the Kicker Mike Sacks, 2024-04-30 Interviews with David Sedaris,
Dave Barry, Jack Handey, Bob Odenkirk, and other humor-writing pros: “Sure to captivate anyone
who loves a good comedy.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) If you aspire to write sitcoms,
standup, screenplays, or satirical essays—or are just a connoisseur of comedy—you should learn
from the professionals. With interviews from twenty-one top humor writers whose credits include
everything from Marx Brothers movies to Borat and The Office, readers will score not only
professional advice but personal details about their processes, influences, and experiences in the
industry—and, of course, more than a few amusing stories. Discover what Paul Feig thinks would
have happened to Freaks and Geeks if the show had had another season; what the writers’ room at
SNL is really like; how the Onion editorial staff dealt with the aftermath of 9/11; and much, much
more. These humor writers are among the best in the business, ranging from veterans to
newcomers, and have collectively been involved with many of the pop culture touchstones of the last
half-century. Interviewees include: Stephen Merchant (The Office) · Harold Ramis (Animal House,
Groundhog Day) · Dan Mazer (Da Ali G Show, Borat) · Paul Feig (Freaks and Geeks) · Bob Odenkirk
(The Ben Stiller Show) · Todd Hanson (The Onion) · Mitch Hurwitz (Arrested Development) · David
Sedaris (Me Talk Pretty One Day) · Al Jaffee (Mad) · Allison Silverman (The Colbert Report) · Robert
Smigel (Late Night with Conan O’Brien) · Dave Barry (Dave Barry Is Not Making This Up) · Larry
Wilmore (In Living Color, The Bernie Mac Show) · Jack Handey (Saturday Night Live) · Larry Gelbart
(M*A*S*H, Tootsie) · Buck Henry · Merrill Markoe · Irving Brecher · Marshall Brickman · George
Meyer · Dick Cavett “Remarkably frank interviews . . . reads like a secret history of popular culture.”
—Time “Loaded with information for people interested in comedy, not just those who want to work



in the business.” —PopMatters
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