
theology textbook

theology textbook serves as an essential resource for students, scholars, and
practitioners interested in the systematic study of religious beliefs,
doctrines, and practices. These textbooks provide foundational knowledge on
various theological topics, including the nature of God, scriptural
interpretation, ethics, and historical development of religious traditions. A
well-crafted theology textbook not only elucidates complex theological
concepts but also encourages critical thinking and reflection on faith and
spirituality. This article explores the characteristics of a quality theology
textbook, the key subject areas it covers, and its importance in academic and
religious contexts. Additionally, it highlights how different denominations
and traditions influence the content and approach of theology textbooks. The
discussion further includes practical tips for selecting an appropriate
theology textbook for diverse educational needs.
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Characteristics of a Quality Theology Textbook

A quality theology textbook is distinguished by several key features that
ensure comprehensive coverage and accessibility to learners. Primarily, it
offers clear, well-organized content that balances scholarly rigor with
readability. The language used should be precise yet approachable, enabling
readers from varied backgrounds to grasp complex theological ideas.
Additionally, an effective theology textbook includes extensive references to
primary sources such as sacred scriptures, historical documents, and
classical theological writings.

Clarity and Accessibility

Clarity is paramount in theology textbooks, as theological discourse often
involves abstract and nuanced concepts. The textbook should break down
difficult ideas into understandable segments without oversimplifying the
material. It should also include glossaries or definitions to support readers
unfamiliar with specialized terminology.

Comprehensive Coverage

A thorough theology textbook addresses a wide range of topics, from biblical
studies and church history to systematic theology and ethics. It integrates
contemporary theological debates and acknowledges diverse perspectives within



the field, providing a balanced view rather than a singular doctrinal stance.

Use of Scholarly Sources

Incorporating citations from respected theologians, historical texts, and
current academic research adds credibility and depth to the textbook. This
scholarly foundation allows readers to explore further study and understand
the evolution of theological thought.

Core Subject Areas Covered in Theology
Textbooks

Theology textbooks typically cover several fundamental areas essential for a
holistic understanding of theology as a discipline. These areas provide the
framework for exploring religious beliefs and their implications.

Biblical Studies

Biblical studies focus on the critical examination of sacred scriptures,
exploring their historical context, literary forms, and theological messages.
This section often includes methods of biblical interpretation, such as
exegesis and hermeneutics.

Systematic Theology

Systematic theology organizes religious doctrines into coherent categories,
addressing topics like the nature of God, Christology, soteriology (doctrine
of salvation), and eschatology (study of end times). It seeks to present a
unified understanding of faith and practice.

Church History

This area examines the development of the Christian church and other
religious institutions over time, highlighting key events, figures, and
theological controversies that have shaped religious traditions.

Ethics and Moral Theology

Ethics in theology explores moral principles derived from religious teachings
and their application to contemporary issues. This includes discussions on
social justice, bioethics, and personal morality.

Practical Theology

Practical theology deals with the application of theological insights to
everyday life, ministry, and community engagement. It covers pastoral care,
worship practices, and religious education.



Typical Topics in a Theology Textbook

Nature and attributes of God

Scripture and revelation

Jesus Christ and salvation

Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts

Church and sacraments

Faith and reason

Religious pluralism and interfaith dialogue

Importance of Theology Textbooks in Academic
and Religious Settings

Theology textbooks play a crucial role in both academic institutions and
religious communities. They provide structured learning materials for
theology students, aid clergy in continuing education, and serve as reference
tools for laypersons seeking deeper understanding.

Academic Use

Within seminaries, divinity schools, and universities, theology textbooks
form the backbone of formal theological education. They guide curricula and
ensure consistent standards of instruction across different programs.

Religious Formation

In religious settings, theology textbooks support faith formation, spiritual
growth, and informed dialogue among believers. They enable congregants to
engage thoughtfully with their beliefs and traditions.

Interdisciplinary Relevance

The study of theology often intersects with philosophy, history, sociology,
and cultural studies. Theology textbooks frequently incorporate
interdisciplinary approaches that enrich understanding of religion’s role in
society.

Variations in Theology Textbooks Across
Denominations

Theology textbooks vary significantly depending on theological traditions and



denominational affiliations. These differences influence doctrinal emphasis,
interpretive frameworks, and pedagogical approaches.

Protestant Theology Textbooks

Protestant theology textbooks often emphasize sola scriptura (scripture
alone) and may focus on doctrines such as justification by faith. They tend
to present a range of Protestant perspectives, including evangelical,
mainline, and reformed traditions.

Catholic Theology Textbooks

Catholic theology textbooks integrate scripture with tradition and
magisterial teachings. They cover sacramental theology extensively and often
include sections on moral theology aligned with Catholic social teachings.

Orthodox Theology Textbooks

Orthodox textbooks emphasize the patristic heritage and the mystical
dimensions of theology. They highlight liturgical theology and the role of
icons, reflecting the Eastern Christian worldview.

Interdenominational and Ecumenical Textbooks

Some theology textbooks adopt an ecumenical approach, presenting multiple
viewpoints to foster interdenominational understanding and dialogue. These
resources are valuable in diverse classroom and community settings.

Choosing the Right Theology Textbook for Your
Needs

Selecting an appropriate theology textbook depends on the learner’s
background, educational goals, and denominational context. Careful
consideration ensures the textbook supports effective study and spiritual
enrichment.

Assessing Academic Level

Beginners benefit from introductory textbooks that explain foundational
concepts simply, while advanced students require more detailed and critical
analyses. Identifying the appropriate academic level is essential.

Identifying Theological Perspective

Understanding the theological stance of a textbook helps readers align their
study with their faith tradition or to explore alternative viewpoints
thoughtfully.



Evaluating Content Scope and Depth

Reviewing the table of contents and sample chapters can clarify whether the
textbook covers desired topics extensively or focuses on particular themes.

Additional Features to Consider

Study questions and discussion prompts

Annotated bibliographies and further reading suggestions

Inclusion of multimedia or supplementary online resources

Clear indexes and glossaries for quick reference

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key topics typically covered in a
theology textbook?

A theology textbook usually covers topics such as the nature of God,
religious doctrines, sacred texts, ethics, church history, and comparative
religion.

How can a theology textbook benefit students of
religious studies?

A theology textbook provides foundational knowledge, critical perspectives,
and historical context that help students understand various religious
beliefs, practices, and theological debates.

What criteria should I consider when choosing a
theology textbook?

Important criteria include the textbook's theological perspective, author
credentials, coverage depth, readability, inclusion of contemporary issues,
and alignment with the course syllabus.

Are there theology textbooks that focus on interfaith
dialogue?

Yes, many modern theology textbooks include sections or entire volumes
dedicated to interfaith dialogue, aiming to promote understanding and respect
among different religious traditions.

How do theology textbooks address contemporary



ethical issues?

They often explore contemporary ethical issues like bioethics, social
justice, environmental stewardship, and human rights through various
theological frameworks and moral teachings.

Can theology textbooks be used for self-study?

Absolutely, many theology textbooks are designed to support self-study with
clear explanations, study questions, and suggested readings to facilitate
independent learning.

What role do theology textbooks play in online
religious education?

Theology textbooks serve as primary learning resources in online religious
education, providing structured content, critical analysis, and reference
materials for virtual classrooms and self-paced courses.

Additional Resources
1. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine
This comprehensive textbook provides a thorough overview of Christian
doctrine, systematically exploring key theological topics such as the nature
of God, Christology, soteriology, and eschatology. Written with clarity and
depth, it serves as an essential resource for seminary students and pastors.
The book emphasizes biblical foundations while engaging with historical and
contemporary theological perspectives.

2. Theology: The Basics
Designed as an accessible introduction, this book covers fundamental
theological concepts in a concise and understandable manner. It addresses the
nature of God, revelation, faith, and ethics, making it ideal for beginners
or those new to theological studies. The author combines academic rigor with
approachable language, facilitating a solid foundation in theology.

3. Christian Theology: An Introduction
This textbook offers a balanced survey of Christian theology, integrating
biblical exegesis, historical theology, and practical application. It covers
key doctrines while highlighting their significance for faith and ministry.
The book is widely used in academic settings for its clarity and
comprehensive coverage.

4. Introducing Theology in the New Testament
Focusing on theological themes found within the New Testament, this text
examines Christology, pneumatology, and ecclesiology through scriptural
analysis. It provides students with tools to understand the theological
message of the New Testament writings in their historical context. The book
encourages readers to engage critically with the biblical texts.

5. The Doctrine of God: A Global Introduction
This volume explores the doctrine of God from a global and ecumenical
perspective, incorporating voices from various Christian traditions
worldwide. It addresses classical attributes of God, the Trinity, and
contemporary challenges in theology. The book invites readers to appreciate
diverse theological insights while grounding discussions in Scripture.



6. Systematic Theology: Ethics
This textbook delves into Christian ethics as an integral part of systematic
theology, discussing moral principles, virtues, and ethical decision-making.
It connects theological doctrines with practical ethical issues facing
individuals and communities today. The work is valuable for students seeking
to integrate faith and morality in their personal and professional lives.

7. Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine
Tracing the development of Christian doctrine through church history, this
book highlights key theologians and doctrinal debates from the early church
to the modern era. It offers insights into how theological ideas have shaped
and been shaped by historical contexts. The text is useful for understanding
the continuity and diversity within Christian theology.

8. Theology and Practice of Ministry
This textbook links theological concepts with practical ministry
applications, exploring topics such as preaching, pastoral care, and church
leadership. It encourages students to reflect on the theological foundations
of ministry work and to develop skills for effective service. The book
integrates theory and practice for those preparing for vocational ministry.

9. Faith and Reason: An Introduction to Christian Apologetics
Focusing on the defense of Christian faith, this book introduces key
arguments for the existence of God, the reliability of Scripture, and the
problem of evil. It equips students with philosophical and theological tools
to engage thoughtfully with skeptics and seekers. The text fosters a reasoned
and confident approach to apologetics within a theological framework.
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  theology textbook: Essentials of Christian Theology William C. Placher, 2003-10-31 This
splendid introductory textbook for Christian theology presents two essays by leading scholars on
each of the major theological questions. William Placher provides an excellent discussion of the
history and current state of each doctrine while the essays explore the key elements and
contemporary issues relating to these important theological concepts.
  theology textbook: Theology Alister E. McGrath, 2017-11-28 This highly successful and popular
book is now available in a thoroughly expanded and updated new edition. Alister E. McGrath, one of
the world’s leading theologians, provides readers with a concise and balanced introduction to
Christianity as it has been interpreted by many of its greatest thinkers and commentators, from its
beginning to the modern day. Theology: The Basic Readings, 3rd Edition comprises sixty-eight
readings spanning twenty centuries of Christian history. To help readers engage with the material,
each reading is accompanied by an introduction, comments, study questions, and a helpful glossary
of terms used by its author. Readings are drawn from a broad theological spectrum and include both
historical and contemporary, mainstream, and cutting-edge approaches Uses the Apostles’ Creed as
a framework to introduce readers to writings on key issues, such as faith, God, Jesus, creation, and
salvation Represents two thousand years of sustained critical reflection within western Christianity
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Encourages readers to interact with each text and to engage with primary sources Serves as an ideal
companion to the bestselling, Theology: The Basics or as a standalone text Theology: The Basic
Readings, 3rd Edition is an essential guide to the topics, themes, controversies, and reflections on
Christianity as they have been understood by many of its greatest commentators.
  theology textbook: Engaging Theology Ben C. Blackwell, R.L. Hatchett, 2019-10-29 Theology
today is faced with increasing amounts of religious and theological pluralism. What is distinctive
about Christian theology? Why do these ideas matter? And the biggest question of all: Who cares?
Key aspects of orthodox theology are seen as speculative and irrelevant to authentic Christianity and
to personal spirituality. While not succumbing to the pragmatism of the age, this book shows that
key elements of Christian theology ground an integrated worldview and are essential for spiritual
formation. Engaging Theology is an introductory theology textbook that grounds a treatment of
standard systematic topics in the wider context of life and practice and shows the relevance of each
doctrine to the church. The book treats the essential doctrines of Christian orthodoxy by following
the pattern of story, doctrinal exposition, theological relevance, and spiritual relevance: Story: Each
chapter begins with a brief and engaging account of the historical situation out of which the doctrine
arose or where it played an essential role in the development of the church, showing students that
orthodox theology matters and introducing them to most of the key theologians in the history of the
church. Doctrinal Exposition: The heart of the chapter is exposition of key elements of the doctrine,
highlighting core and debated elements while clarifying heterodox perspectives. Integrated with the
narrative account this section also models the contextualized nature of theology. Each chapter
includes biblical, historical, and contemporary views on the issue and notes key figures in the
debates and their influence. Theological Relevance: While theological relevance is clear throughout
each chapter, this section highlights relevance to the modern setting and concerns, including
interaction with heterodox and non-Christian faiths. It identifies current theological problems
besetting the church and shows how a proper understanding and integration of orthodox theology
addresses these problems. It also points to other problems the church is facing for interesting
discussion starters. Spiritual Relevance: Since orthodox theology has a direct influence on one's own
spiritual formation and practice, each chapter concludes with practical encouragements and
discussions about how each doctrine can be integrated in one's personal and corporate life.
Engaging Theology is ideal for students and everyday people living in a post Christian era to help
them seriously engage with the Christian faith.
  theology textbook: Christian Theology Millard J. Erickson, 2013-08-15 Leading evangelical
scholar Millard Erickson offers a new edition of his bestselling textbook, now substantially updated
and revised throughout. This edition takes into account feedback from professors and students and
reflects current theological conversations, with added material on the atonement, justification, and
divine foreknowledge. Erickson's comprehensive introduction is biblical, contemporary, moderate,
and fair to various positions, and it applies doctrine to Christian life and ministry.
  theology textbook: Christian Theology Alister E. McGrath, 2011-01-14 Alister McGrath’s
Christian Theology: An Introduction is one of the most internationally-acclaimed and popular
Christian theology textbooks in use today. This 5th edition has been completely revised, and now
features new and extended material, numerous additional illustrations, and companion resources,
ensuring it retains its reputation as the ideal introduction to Christian theology. Fully updated 5th
edition of the bestselling textbook, incorporating expanded material, numerous student features and
new illustrations Features new sections on Copernicanism and Darwinism Includes extended
discussions of Augustine’s doctrine of creation, Trinitarian theologies of religion, and the relation of
Christianity to other faiths May be used as a stand-alone volume, or alongside the Christian
Theology Reader, 4th edition for a complete overview of the subject Retains the chapter structure of
the 4th edition, ensuring comparability with earlier editions and courses based on these
Accompanied by a revised instructor’s website featuring expanded resources including study
questions and answers; visit www.wiley.com/go/mcgrath for more details and to register for access
  theology textbook: An Exploration of Christian Theology Don Thorsen, 2007-12-01



Beginning theology students often find themselves bewildered by a maze of beliefs represented in
Christian history and tradition. Don Thorsen's An Exploration of Christian Theology unravels the
knots of theology by exploring the whole Christian tradition in a simple and straightforward way.
Beginning with introductory chapters on theology, revelation, and authority, this book deals with
biblical teaching and Christian tradition related to such topics as God, creation, sin, Jesus Christ,
salvation, and eschatology. Chapters conclude with helpful questions for further reflection and
discussion and a convenient glossary of theological terms is included. This is an excellent
introduction to Christian theology for classroom or individual use.
  theology textbook: Systematic Theology Wayne A. Grudem, 1994 An introduction to theology
that provides information on the scriptural basis for religious doctrines and their applications to the
modern world.
  theology textbook: The Christian Theology Reader Alister E. McGrath, 2016-10-17
Regarded as the leading text in Christian theology for the last 25 years, Alister E. McGrath’s The
Christian Theology Reader is now available in a new 5th edition featuring completely revised and
updated content. Brings together more than 350 readings from over 200 sources that chart 2,000
years of Christian history Situates each reading within the appropriate historical and theological
context with its own introduction, commentary, and study questions Includes new readings on world
Christianity and feminist, liberation, and postcolonial theologies, as well as more selections by
female theologians and theologians from the developing world Contains additional pedagogical
features, such as new discussion questions and case studies, and a robust website with new videos
by the author to aid student learning Designed to function as a stand-alone volume, or as a
companion to Christian Theology: An Introduction, 6th edition, for a complete overview of the
subject
  theology textbook: Theology Alister E. McGrath, 2017-11-13 This fourth edition of the
international bestseller is the ideal introduction for those who are new to Christian theology. In this
revised and expanded edition, the author introduces readers to the central ideas and beliefs, the key
debates and the leading thinkers of Christianity. Throughout, the aim is to bring clarity and brevity
to the central ideas of theology, both traditional and contemporary. The text comprehensively covers
the individual doctrines that form the Christian belief system, weaving together these doctrines,
their history, and the intellectual nuance behind them into an inter-connected web. All major
Christian denominations are explored, as are their differences and shared customs and beliefs. This
rich tapestry results in a clear view of Christianity, providing a coherent vision of the religion in its
main forms.
  theology textbook: The Culture of Theology John Webster, 2019-10-15 John Webster, one of
the world's leading systematic theologians, published extensively on the nature and practice of
Christian theology. This work marked a turning point in Webster's theological development and is
his most substantial statement on the task of theology. It shows why theology matters and why its
pursuit is a demanding but exhilarating venture. Previously unavailable in book form, this
magisterial statement, now edited and critically introduced for the first time, presents Webster's
legendary lectures to a wider readership. It contains an extensive introductory essay by Ivor
Davidson.
  theology textbook: An Introduction to Christian Theology Anthony Towey, 2018-02-22 There
has long been a need for a comprehensive but truly introductory single-authored textbook in
theology. By introducing the reader to the biblical, doctrinal and contemporary dimensions of
Christianity with the help of illustrated examples from selected primary texts, the book provides an
excellent grounding in theology for both students of the discipline and the general reader. The work
explores key 'tools' for the scientific study of theology, endeavoring both to affirm the rationale
behind Christian thinking, and also to familiarize the reader with significant contrary positions. The
solid foundations in biblical theology and hermeneutics given in the book will enable students to
read Judeo-Christian scripture intelligently. Key testimonies regarding Jesus Christ are scrutinized
and the nature of the New Testament discussed. As well as the emergence of doctrinal orthodoxy



and the later disagreements which have shaped contemporary Christianity, the reader will become
familiar with the dimensions of current Christian thinking in its dialogue with post-modernity. This
new edition includes an additional chapter examining Spirituality, and a series of companion videos
for each chapter.
  theology textbook: Introduction to Theology Owen C. Thomas, Ellen K. Wondra, 2002-07-01 An
accessible primer to theology through the prospective of Anglicanism. Organized around the topics
of systematic theology, Introduction to Theology begins with an exploration of Scripture, then moves
through history and tradition to contemporary debates and reconstructions. As a textbook for
introductory courses in seminaries of the Episcopal Church, this book also includes references to
The Book of Common Prayer, which Anglicans consider a primary source for theology. This edition
pays detailed attention to the many developments in theology since its last revision: the emergence
of new perspectives such as womanist, mujerista, narrative, and post-modern theology; the shift in
theological methods to incorporate the human sciences, recent critical philosophies, and recent
developments in the physical sciences; the ongoing revisions of The Book of Common Prayer and
resultant shifts in Anglican identity; and the globalization of theological education, specifically the
focus on the Episcopal Church as part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.
  theology textbook: Introduction to Theology (Foundations for Spirit-Filled Christianity) Frank
D. Macchia, 2023-06-20 This systematic theology textbook introduces students to the complexity and
beauty of theology as a pursuit of the global church today. It views theology as an ongoing
conversation with many voices about the wonders of God that is faithful to Scripture but is also
attentive to the wisdom of tradition and the relevance of context. The book first summarizes the
nature and necessity of theological thinking and discusses theological method. Chapters then unfold
in creedal order through the various regions of Christian teaching, with units on revelation, God,
creation and providence, Christology, pneumatology, ecclesiology, anthropology, soteriology, and
eschatology. This book is part of a new series that reflects the changing face of global Christianity.
Series volumes are written by leading Pentecostal/Charismatic scholars who highlight themes of
interest to Pentecostal/Charismatic students; however, the books are respectful, appreciative, and
inclusive of a variety of church families and traditions. Series editors are Jerry Ireland, Paul W.
Lewis, and Frank D. Macchia.
  theology textbook: New & Enlarged Handbook of Christian Theology Donald W. Musser,
Joseph Price, 2011-09-01 This handbook provides thorough introductory articles on important
themes in Christian theology. Along with cross-references and select bibliographies, it is an
indispensable reference source. The Handbook consists of 148 topical entries arranged
alphabetically. Instead of a Table of Contents, a Routes For Reading page suggests related entries,
and cross-referencing makes 'surfing' this volume easier than ever.
  theology textbook: Practical Christian Theology Floyd H. Barackman, 2001-10-25 (4th edition)
One of the best outlined, one-volume books on theology in print. —Dr. Harold L. Wilmington, Liberty
University
  theology textbook: How to Read Theology Uche Anizor, 2018-06-19 This handy, accessible
introduction to reading theology helps readers engage doctrine critically and charitably. It serves as
a primer to theological texts, offering practical guidelines for assessing theology and equipping the
next generation of pastors and theologians to read theological literature wisely--even when they
might disagree with it. An ideal theology textbook, it is especially well suited for students reading
theological literature and discussing doctrine for the first time.
  theology textbook: Mapping Modern Theology Kelly M. Kapic, Bruce L. McCormack,
2012-04-01 This textbook offers a fresh approach to modern theology by approaching the field
thematically, covering classic topics in Christian theology over the last two hundred years. The
editors, leading authorities on the history of nineteenth- and twentieth-century theology, have
assembled a respected team of international scholars to offer substantive treatment of important
doctrines and key debates in modern theology. Contributors include Kevin Vanhoozer, John Webster,
Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen, and Michael Horton. The volume enables readers to trace how key doctrinal



questions were discussed, where the main debates lie, and how ideas developed. Topics covered
include the Trinity, divine attributes, creation, the atonement, ethics, practical theology, and
ecclesiology.
  theology textbook: The Moody Handbook of Theology Paul Enns, 2014-03-27 The study of God,
His nature, and His Word are all essential to the Christian faith. Now those interested in Christian
theology have a newly revised and updated reference tool in the 25th Anniversary Edition of The
Moody Handbook of Theology. In this classic and timeless one-volume resource, Paul Enns offers a
comprehensive overview of the five dimensions of theology: biblical, systematic, historical, dogmatic,
and contemporary. Each section includes an introduction, chapters on key points, specific studies
pertinent to that theology, books for further study, and summary evaluations of each dimension.
Charts, graphs, glossary, and indexes add depth and breadth. Theology, once the domain of
academicians and learned pastors, is now accessible to anyone interested in understanding the
essentials of what Christians believe. The Moody Handbook of Theology is a concise doctrinal
reference tool for newcomers and seasoned veterans alike.
  theology textbook: Practicing Christian Doctrine Beth Felker Jones, 2023-07-11 This
introductory theology text helps students articulate basic Christian doctrines, think theologically so
they can act Christianly in a diverse world, and connect Christian thought to their everyday lives of
faith. Written from a solidly evangelical yet ecumenically aware perspective, this book models a way
of doing theology that is generous and charitable. It attends to history and contemporary debates
and features voices from the global church. Sidebars made up of illustrative quotations, key
Scripture passages, classic hymn texts, and devotional poetry punctuate the chapters. The first
edition of this book has been well received (over 25,000 copies sold). Updated and revised
throughout, this second edition also includes a new section on gender and race as well as new
end-of-chapter material connecting each doctrine to a spiritual discipline.
  theology textbook: A Theology for the Twenty-First Century Douglas F. Ottati, 2020-10-15
Christianity in the United States is in crisis. Liberalism is declining, evangelicalism is splintering,
increasing numbers of Christians are slipping away from churches, and more and more young people
are for various reasons finding Christianity as they conceive it (a metaphysical thought system, or
society of science-deniers, or an ideology for oppressors) not just implausible but repellent. At the
same time, Christians across denominational and ideological divides are rediscovering a moral core,
especially in the Jesus of the Gospels, that reactivates and unites them, and this kind of faith appeals
to many who consider themselves averse to all traditional organized religion. But any revitalized
Christian faith is going to need to understand its rootedness in, and interpretation of, Christianity’s
foundational texts and traditions. Noted theologian Douglas F. Ottati steps in to offer a theology for
this new era. Combining deep learning in texts and traditions with astute awareness of
contemporary questions and patterns of thought and life, he asks: what does it mean, in our time, to
understand the God of the Bible as Creator and Redeemer? Distilling the content of Christian faith
into seventy concise propositions, he explains each in lucid, cogent prose. A Theology for the
Twenty-First Century will be an essential textbook for those training for ministry in our current
climate, a wise guide for contemporary believers who wonder how best to understand and
communicate their faith, and an inviting and intelligent resource for serious inquirers who wonder
whether the way of Jesus might help them grasp the real world while remaining open to the
transcendent.
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