the things they carried essay

the things they carried essay delves into the intricate layers of Tim O’Brien’s acclaimed work, exploring
the profound themes, symbolism, and narrative techniques that define the novel. This essay examines
how the physical and emotional burdens carried by soldiers during the Vietham War are portrayed,
offering insight into human resilience, memory, and trauma. By analyzing key characters and their
experiences, the essay highlights O’Brien’s skillful blending of fact and fiction to convey the
complexities of war. Additionally, it explores the narrative structure and the use of metafiction to
deepen readers’ understanding of the psychological effects of combat. This comprehensive discussion
serves as a guide for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts seeking an in-depth

understanding of the text. The following sections will cover thematic analysis, character studies,

symbolism, narrative style, and the broader impact of the novel.

e Thematic Analysis of The Things They Carried
e Character Exploration and Development

e Symbolism and Its Significance

* Narrative Structure and Literary Techniques

¢ The Cultural and Historical Context

Thematic Analysis of The Things They Carried

The themes in Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried reveal the emotional and psychological weight
borne by soldiers during wartime. Central to the novel is the theme of burden, both tangible and
intangible, which manifests through the physical items the soldiers carry and their emotional scars. The

interplay between memory and trauma is also a dominant theme, emphasizing how past experiences



shape identity and reality for veterans. Additionally, the novel explores themes of courage and fear,
highlighting the paradoxical coexistence of bravery and vulnerability in combat situations. Themes of
guilt and responsibility further underscore the moral complexities faced by soldiers, making the text a

profound study of the human condition amidst conflict.

The Burden of Physical and Emotional Weight

O’Brien meticulously details the items each soldier carries, symbolizing personal histories and
emotional states. These objects range from practical military gear to mementos of loved ones,
reflecting the dual burden of survival and memory. The physical weights are a metaphor for the

psychological loads, such as fear, grief, and guilt, that persist beyond the battlefield.

Memory, Trauma, and Storytelling

Memory functions as both a refuge and a source of pain, with trauma influencing how stories are told
and retold. O’Brien’s narrative suggests that storytelling is a crucial means of coping with and
understanding the chaos of war. The act of remembering is intertwined with the necessity to bear

witness and make sense of loss.

Character Exploration and Development

The characters in The Things They Carried are crafted with depth and complexity, each embodying
unique aspects of the wartime experience. Through detailed characterization, the novel presents
diverse responses to fear, camaraderie, and survival. Examining protagonists such as Lieutenant
Jimmy Cross and Tim O’Brien himself reveals the interplay between leadership, guilt, and personal

struggle.

Lieutenant Jimmy Cross: Leadership and Guilt

Jimmy Cross carries the burden of responsibility for his men, often weighed down by guilt over their
safety and his distractions from love. His internal conflict illustrates the challenges of command and the

emotional toll leadership imposes amidst the chaos of war.



Tim O’Brien: The Narrator’s Role and Identity

The character of Tim O’Brien blurs the line between author and narrator, embodying the metafictional
aspect of the novel. His reflections on storytelling and truth deepen the exploration of memory and the

subjective nature of experience, positioning him as both participant and observer.

Symbolism and Its Significance

Symbolism in The Things They Carried enriches the narrative by imbuing objects and actions with
layered meanings. This use of symbolic elements enhances the reader’s comprehension of the

soldiers’ internal and external struggles, connecting the personal to the universal.

Objects as Symbols

The items carried by the soldiers symbolize various facets of their identities and emotions. For
example, Lieutenant Cross’s pebble represents his longing for Martha and an escape from reality,

while the weapons signify the omnipresence of danger and death.

Landscape and Environment

The Vietnamese setting functions symbolically to reflect the alienation and disorientation experienced
by the soldiers. The dense jungle and unpredictable terrain mirror the confusion and peril of war,

contributing to the oppressive atmosphere of the narrative.

Narrative Structure and Literary Techniques

O’Brien employs a complex narrative structure that combines fragmented storytelling, metafiction, and
shifting perspectives to evoke the fragmented nature of memory and trauma. These techniques
challenge traditional war narratives by blending fact and fiction, thereby questioning the nature of truth

in storytelling.



Fragmentation and Nonlinear Storytelling

The narrative is composed of interconnected vignettes rather than a linear plot, emphasizing the
episodic and fragmented experience of war. This structure mimics the disjointed process of

remembering traumatic events, reinforcing the themes of memory and loss.

Metafiction and the Blurring of Fact and Fiction

O’Brien’s self-referential narration highlights the act of storytelling itself, inviting readers to question the
reliability of narrative truth. This technique underscores that emotional truth can transcend factual

accuracy, offering a deeper understanding of the soldiers’ experiences.

The Cultural and Historical Context

Understanding the cultural and historical backdrop of the Vietnam War is essential to fully grasp the
significance of The Things They Carried. The novel reflects the social tensions, political controversies,

and shifting attitudes toward war that characterized the 1960s and 1970s in America.

The Vietnam War’s Impact on American Society

The novel captures the divisive nature of the Vietham War, depicting the alienation felt by soldiers both
abroad and upon returning home. This context informs the characters’ struggles with acceptance,

identity, and the meaning of their service.

War Literature and Its Evolution

The Things They Carried contributes to the canon of war literature by offering a nuanced and personal
perspective that contrasts with earlier, more traditional war narratives. Its innovative approach has

influenced subsequent portrayals of conflict and trauma in literature.

¢ Exploration of physical and emotional burdens

¢ Character-driven narrative with psychological depth



¢ Rich use of symbolism to convey complex themes
¢ Innovative narrative structure emphasizing memory and trauma

¢ Contextualization within Vietnam War and American culture

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Things They Carried' essay?

The main theme of 'The Things They Carried' essay is the emotional and physical burdens that

soldiers carry during war, exploring how these burdens affect their identities and relationships.

How does Tim O'Brien use symbolism in 'The Things They Carried'?
Tim O'Brien uses symbolism by attributing physical objects to represent the soldiers' emotional states,
such as the items they carry which symbolize their fears, memories, and hopes.

What role do memories play in 'The Things They Carried' essay?
Memories play a crucial role in the essay as they highlight the psychological weight the soldiers bear,

illustrating how past experiences influence their present actions and mindset.

How does 'The Things They Carried' explore the concept of truth and
storytelling?

The essay blurs the line between fact and fiction, emphasizing that storytelling can convey emotional

truths even if the literal events are altered, reflecting on how soldiers cope with trauma.



Why is the physical weight of the items significant in 'The Things They

Carried'?

The physical weight symbolizes the emotional and psychological burdens the soldiers carry, showing

how tangible objects represent intangible struggles like guilt, fear, and love.

What narrative techniques are used in 'The Things They Carried’
essay?

The essay employs a mix of first-person narration, detailed imagery, and shifting perspectives to

immerse readers in the soldiers’ experiences and highlight the complexity of war.

How does 'The Things They Carried' address the theme of masculinity?

The essay examines traditional notions of masculinity by showing how soldiers confront vulnerability,

fear, and emotional pain while maintaining a facade of strength.

What is the significance of the title 'The Things They Carried'?

The title signifies both the literal items soldiers carry and the metaphorical emotional burdens,

encapsulating the central exploration of how war impacts individuals on multiple levels.

Additional Resources

1. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

This seminal collection of linked short stories explores the experiences of American soldiers during the
Vietnam War. Through a blend of fiction and memoir, O’Brien delves into themes of memory, trauma,
and the burdens—both physical and emotional—that soldiers carry. The narrative structure blurs the

lines between truth and storytelling, offering profound insights into the nature of war.

2. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut



Vonnegut’s classic novel combines science fiction and war memoir to depict the bombing of Dresden
during World War Il. The protagonist, Billy Pilgrim, becomes “unstuck in time,” experiencing moments
from his life out of order. The book addresses the absurdity and horror of war while questioning

concepts of free will and fatalism.

3. All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

This powerful novel offers a German soldier’s perspective of World War |, emphasizing the brutal
realities of trench warfare. It explores themes of lost youth, the futility of war, and the alienation
soldiers feel from civilian life. The story is a poignant anti-war statement that highlights the physical

and psychological burdens of combat.

4. Dispatches by Michael Herr

A notable work of war journalism, this book provides an intense and immersive account of the Vietnam
War from the perspective of a correspondent. Herr captures the chaos, fear, and surreal experiences
of soldiers in combat. His vivid prose conveys the emotional weight and psychological impact of the

war.

5. Born on the Fourth of July by Ron Kovic

An autobiographical memoir, this book recounts Kovic’s transformation from a patriotic young soldier to
an anti-war activist after being paralyzed in Vietnam. It highlights the physical and emotional scars of
war and critiques the political and social aftermath faced by veterans. The narrative is a compelling

exploration of courage, disillusionment, and resilience.

6. Matterhorn by Karl Marlantes

This novel follows a young Marine lieutenant and his platoon during the Vietnam War, emphasizing the
grueling combat and complex moral challenges they face. Marlantes, a Vietham veteran himself,
provides a detailed and authentic portrayal of the physical hardships and emotional toll of warfare. The

book delves into brotherhood, leadership, and survival.

7. In Pharaoh’s Army: Memories of the Lost War by Tobias Wolff

Wolff’s memoir reflects on his time as an intelligence officer in Vietham, blending personal narrative



with broader reflections on the conflict. The book examines the psychological burdens soldiers carry
and the ambiguities of war. It offers a nuanced perspective on memory and the search for meaning

amid chaos.

8. Where Have All the Soldiers Gone? by David R. Blumenthal

This work investigates the long-term impact of war on veterans, focusing on post-traumatic stress and
the challenges of reintegration into civilian life. Blumenthal combines research with personal stories to
explore how soldiers cope with their experiences. The book highlights the invisible wounds that persist

long after the fighting ends.

9. Chickenhawk by Robert Mason

A memoir recounting Mason’s experiences as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam, this book provides a
visceral and candid look at combat aviation. It captures the adrenaline, fear, and camaraderie inherent
in war, along with the psychological strain on pilots. Mason’s narrative offers insight into the personal

burdens carried by those who serve in the air.
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the things they carried essay: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1990 One of the first
questions people ask about The Things They Carried is this: Is it a novel, or a collection of short
stories? The title page refers to the book simply as a work of fiction, defying the conscientious
reader's need to categorize this masterpiece. It is both: a collection of interrelated short pieces
which ultimately reads with the dramatic force and tension of a novel. Yet each one of the
twenty-two short pieces is written with such care, emotional content, and prosaic precision that it
could stand on its own. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross,
Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and of course, the character
Tim O'Brien who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of
forty-three. They battle the enemy (or maybe more the idea of the enemy), and occasionally each
other. In their relationships we see their isolation and loneliness, their rage and fear. They miss their
families, their girlfriends and buddies; they miss the lives they left back home. Yet they find
sympathy and kindness for strangers (the old man who leads them unscathed through the mine field,
the girl who grieves while she dances), and love for each other, because in Vietnam they are the only


https://explore.gcts.edu/gacor1-27/Book?ID=pga41-1265&title=the-things-they-carried-essay.pdf
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family they have. We hear the voices of the men and build images upon their dialogue. The way they
tell stories about others, we hear them telling stories about themselves. With the creative verve of
the greatest fiction and the intimacy of a searing autobiography, The Things They Carried is a
testament to the men who risked their lives in America's most controversial war.It is also a mirror
held up to the frailty of humanity. Ultimately The Things They Carried and its myriad protagonists
call to order the courage, determination, and luck we all need to survive. In 1979, Tim O'Brien's
Going After Cacciato -- a novel about the Vietnam War -- won the National Book Award. In this, his
second work of fiction about Vietnam, O'Brien's unique artistic vision is again clearly demonstrated.
Neither a novel nor a short story collection, it is an arc of fictional episodes, taking place in the
childhoods of its characters, in the jungles of Vietnam and back home in America two decades later.

the things they carried essay: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1991

the things they carried essay: War in Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried Gary
Wiener, 2011-06-13 This did not happen is a common refrain throughout the stories in The Things
They Carried. Tim O'Brien's account of the Vietnam War purposely blurs the line between fact and
fiction to get closer to the truth of what soldiers actually experienced. This compelling volume
explores the life of Tim O'Brien and his attempts to wrestle with the trauma and shame of war in The
Things They Carried. A collection of related essays explore topics such as the moral complexity of
war, writing as a path to spiritual redemption, and the novel's portrayal of gender. Contemporary
perspectives on war, such as the need to help soldiers suffering from PTSD and not repeating the
mistakes of Vietnam, are also presented.

the things they carried essay: CliffsNotes on O'Brien's The Things They Carried Jill Colella,
2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series
also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In
CliffsNotes on The Things They Carried, you discover Tim O'Brien's powerful and innovative novel
about the experiences of foot soldiers during and after the Vietnham War. Drawing largely on his own
experiences during the war, the author creates a fictional protagonist who shares the author's own
name, and allows this fictional Tim O'Brien to relate disturbing war stories as he creates an
indictment against the wastefulness of war. Chapter summaries and commentaries take you through
Tim O'Brien's very personal journey. Critical essays give you insight into the novel's historical
context, the novel's narrative structure, and the theme of loss of innocence. Other features that help
you study include Character analyses of the main characters A character map that graphically
illustrates the relationships among the characters A section on the life and background of Tim
O'Brien A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center full of books, articles, films,
and Internet sites Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert
information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

the things they carried essay: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1990 Each of these 22
tales relate the exploits and personalities of a fictional platoon of American soldiers in Vietnam.

the things they carried essay: The Things They Carried Harold Bloom, 2009 This collection of
stories from Vietnam War writer Tim O'Briens paints a through picture of the soldiers' life in the
Vietnam War.

the things they carried essay: The Things They Carried (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The Things They Carried (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Tim O'Brien
Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes,
motifs, and symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect
for late-night studying and writing papers

the things they carried essay: WLA , 2010

the things they carried essay: Vygotsky and Creativity M. Cathrene Connery, Vera
John-Steiner, Ana Marjanovic-Shane, 2010 This text presents a Vygotskian perspective on children's



and adults' symbolic engagement in play, multi-modal meaning making, and the arts. Psychologists,
artists, and educators present research and practice in a variety of learning environments through
the lens of Vygotsky's cultural historical theory. The connections between creative expression,
learning, teaching, and development are situated in a theoretical framework that emphasizes the
social origins of individual development and the arts. The authors share a view of learning as an
imaginative process rooted in our common need to communicate and transform individual
experience through the cultural lifelines of the arts. This book is suitable for readers or courses in
the following areas: art and aesthetics; art education; art therapy; cultural historical activity theory;
communication; creativity studies; early childhood education; education; educational perspectives;
educational psychology; emotional development; cultural and societal foundations; language,
literacy, and sociocultural studies; learning and development; mental health and catharsis;
multiliteracies; multimodal meaning making; play; play therapy; psychology; semiotics; social
construction of meaning; trauma, resilience, and therapeutic processes and practices; and
Vygotskian approaches to psychology.

the things they carried essay: Class in the Composition Classroom Genesea M. Carter,
William H. Thelin, 2017-12-01 Class in the Composition Classroom considers what college writing
instructors should know about their working-class students—their backgrounds, experiences,
identities, learning styles, and skills—in order to support them in the classroom, across campus, and
beyond. In this volume, contributors explore the nuanced and complex meaning of “working class”
and the particular values these college writers bring to the classroom. The real college experiences
of veterans, rural Midwesterners, and trade unionists show that what it means to be working class is
not obvious or easily definable. Resisting outdated characterizations of these students as
underprepared and dispensing with a one-size-fits-all pedagogical approach, contributors address
how region and education impact students, explore working-class pedagogy and the ways in which it
can reify social class in teaching settings, and give voice to students’ lived experiences. As
community colleges and universities seek more effective ways to serve working-class students, and
as educators, parents, and politicians continue to emphasize the value of higher education for
students of all financial and social backgrounds, conversations must take place among writing
instructors and administrators about how best to serve and support working-class college writers.
Class in the Composition Classroom will help writing instructors inside and outside the classroom
prepare all their students for personal, academic, and professional communication. Contributors:
Aaron Barlow, Cori Brewster, Patrick Corbett, Harry Denny, Cassandra Dulin, Miriam Eisenstein
Ebsworth, Mike Edwards, Rebecca Fraser, Brett Griffiths, Anna Knutson, Liberty Kohn, Nancy Mack,
Holly Middleton, Robert Mundy, Missy Nieveen Phegley, Jacqueline Preston, James E. Romesburg,
Edie-Marie Roper, Aubrey Schiavone, Christie Toth, Gail G. Verdi

the things they carried essay: Need Me Tessa Bailey, 2015-04-21 From the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of It Happened One Summer and Hook, Line, and Sinker comes a sexy and
hilarious rom-com trilogy about three broke and beautiful roommates... When Honey Perribow
traded in her cowboy boots for stilettos and left her small Kentucky town to attend Columbia
University, she never expected to find a dirt-cheap apartment or two new best friends. No stranger
to hard work, Honey’s sole focus is a medical degree... until she sees newly-minted Professor, Ben
Dawson, and her concentration is hijacked. Honey is fascinated by her gorgeous, young English
professor and vows to find a crack his tweed-wearing, glasses-clad exterior. While at an off campus
party, an accident lands Ben in a dark, locked closet with a sexy-sounding southern belle...and their
chemistry is explosive. But when he discovers that the girl in his arms is the same beautiful college
student he can’t stop thinking about, he is stunned. Yet no matter how hard he tries, Ben can’t stay
away from Honey. And when his attempts to fight their attraction nearly ruin the best thing that ever
happened to him, Ben will do anything to prove how much he needs her. Bailey puts a fun,
super-sexy spin on the classic “hot for teacher” trope... The love scenes in Need Me are practically
incendiary...” - Booklist

the things they carried essay: The Seven Deadly Virtues and Other Lively Essays Lynn Z.



Bloom, 2008 This volume contains eye-opening essays from a pioneering voice in creative nonfiction
and composition studies.Inspirational educator and writer Bloom brings to fore the trials and
triumphs she has experienced in coming of age as a scholar, teacher, wife, mother, grandmother,
and most especially a writer. A pioneer in composition studies and a chronic nonconformist, Bloom is
a lifelong advocate of opportunity, authenticity, and expression. Taking a stance in favor of bold
creativity in living, teaching, and the act of writing that ties both together, she warns against the
snares and sneers of the seven deadly virtues - duty, rationality, conformity, efficiency, order,
economy, and punctuality - that so often subvert the mission of education and the potential of
expressive communication.Ranging from the comic to the confessional, Bloom's memoir interweaves
the pleasures and problems of a forbidden marriage and complex family, the joys of cooking and
travel, the struggles to become a professor in an era that rejected women faculty, and the risks of
heeding the siren call of creative nonfiction. These fifteen essays probe the assumptions and values -
ethical, intellectual, social, aesthetic, and inevitably political - of what Bloom has found to be the
most complicated, challenging, satisfying aspects of her loves and labors.

the things they carried essay: Teaching for a Living Democracy Joshua Block, 2020 This
book shares a vision of project-based learning that is rooted in systemic understandings of social
change and provides a pragmatic framework and tools for teachers to develop their practice in
creative and sustaining ways. It demonstrates how to support different learners to produce
intellectually rigorous and creative work by centering students' lives and experiences and offers the
realistic perspective of a teacher working in an urban public high school. The text includes many
classroom scenes and examples of curriculum design strategies--

the things they carried essay: Peace Is a Shy Thing Alex Vernon, 2025-05-27 The first literary
biography of Tim O'Brien, the preeminent American writer of the war in Vietnam and one of the best
writers of his generation, drawing on never-before-seen materials and original interviews. Vietnam
made me a writer. —Tim O'Brien Featuring over one hundred interviews with family, friends, peers,
and others—not to mention countless exchanges with Tim O'Brien himself—Peace is a Shy Thing
provides a nearly day-by-day, gripping account of O'Brien's thirteen months as an infantryman in
Vietnam and gives equal diligence to reconstructing O'Brien's writing process. This meticulously
researched biography explores the life and journey that turned O’Brien into a literary icon and a
household name. It includes an unpublished short story about O'Brien from a college girlfriend,
documentation of his comical involvement with the Washington Post's coverage of Watergate, and a
1989 attic exchange between American and Vietnamese writers on the eve of the publication of
O'Brien's most beloved book, The Things They Carried, years before the two countries normalized
relations. Peace is a Shy Thing is as much a history of the era as it is a story of O'Brien's life, from
his small-town midwestern mid-century childhood, to winning the National Book Award and his
status as literary elder statesman. A story which Vernon, a combat veteran of the Persian Gulf War
and a literary scholar trained by officers and professors of the Vietnam era, is uniquely suited to tell.

the things they carried essay: English Language and Literature for the IB Diploma:
Prepare for Success Angela Stancar Johnson, Colin Pierce, 2021-02-22 Stretch your students to
achieve their best grade with this year-round course companion; providing clear and concise
explanations of all syllabus requirements and topics, and exam practice questions to support and
strengthen learning. - Practice and revise skills - exam practice boxes throughout with questions for
paper 1 and paper 2 with genuine example answers. - Achieve the best grades - expert advice on
how to approach and explore a topic for the IA and HL essay plus Learner Portfolio activities and
tips on how to present work. - Build confidence and strengthen skills - guidance on how to
encompass the areas of exploration, concept connections and global issues from the new course
structure into answers. Focus revision - key terms and definitions listed for each topic/subtopic.

the things they carried essay: On Demand Writing Lynette Williamson, 2009 Pour an amber
pool of pure sorghum syrup onto a clean plate. Make your pool about three inches in diameter, the
size of a homemade chocolate chip cookie or a slice of summer tomato. In the middle of the sorghum
pool, put a chunk of pure, sweet butter that is not too soft and not too hard. With a fork, press the



butter into the sorghum. Scoop up the edge of the syrup with a fork and drizzle the syrup on top of
the butter. Scoop-mix-scoop-mix until you form a happy thick gold union of sorghum and butter.
Take a bite, and join past, present, and future, fine taste and excellent nutrition, in one sweet
mouthful. Sorghum is that rare food that is good, good for us, good for small farms and farm
families, good for communities, and good for the earth. Until now, pure sorghum syrup has been a
secret known only in a few midwestern and southern states. This book lets readers in on such
secrets as sorghum's newly discovered super anti-oxidant power, along with the all-important
sources of the very best syrup. For readers new to sorghum, this book offers tasty bits of information
about this caramel syrup's origins, cultivation, nutrition, and uses. Longtime sorghum fans will find
fresh tidbits to savor. Eight great recipes promise new taste adventures in the kitchen. In Sorghum
Nation, we treasure the traditions of sorghum, the pressing and cooking outdoors that attract an
eager crowd, the smell of the cane juice cooking down on blue autumn days, the taste of the green
foam licked off the end of a peeled piece of cane. Indoors, we celebrate the happy moment after a
good meal when butter and sorghum begin their swirling dance and prepare to glorify a biscuit.
Even so, sorghum's past and present pale compared to its future. Eco-friendly, cash-producing
sorghum cane, which growers around the world use for food, fiber, and fuel, can support our farms
and small communities. Those of us who love the small farms and farmers of Sorghum Nation have
the future in our sticky hands. The more we buy and use this intriguing, flexible food, the more
sparkling and prosperous our beloved communities will be.

the things they carried essay: The Modernist Legacy: Essays on New Music Bjorn Heile,
2017-07-05 This collection of essays offers a historical reappraisal of what musical modernism was,
and what its potential for the present and future could be. It thus moves away from the binary
oppositions that have beset twentieth-century music studies in the past, such as those between
modernism and postmodernism, between conceptions of musical autonomy and of cultural
contingency and between formalist-analytical and cultural-historical approaches. Focussing
particularly on music from the 1970s to the 1990s, the volume assembles approaches from different
perspectives to new music with a particular emphasis on a critical reassessment of the meaning and
function of the legacy of musical modernism. The authors include scholars, musicologists and
composers who combine culturally, socially, historically and aesthetically oriented approaches with
analytical methods in imaginative ways.

the things they carried essay: Tim O'Brien Tobey C Herzog, 2018-04-17 This collection of
seven essays, like the carefully linked collection of vignettes within Tim O’Brien’s most popular book
The Things They Carried, contains multiple critical and biographical angles with recurring threads
of life events, themes, characters, creative techniques, and references to all of O’Brien’s books.
Grounded in through research, Herzog’s work illustrates how O’Brien merges his life experiences
with his creative production; he rarely misses an opportunity to introduce these critical life events
into his writing.

the things they carried essay: Soldiers Once and Still Alex Vernon, 2007-08-15 As the world
enters a new century, as it embarks on new wars and sees new developments in the waging of war,
reconsiderations of the last century’s legacy of warfare are necessary to our understanding of the
current world order. In Soldiers Once and Still, Alex Vernon looks back through the twentieth
century in order to confront issues of self and community in veterans’ literature, exploring how war
and the military have shaped the identities of Ernest Hemingway, James Salter, and Tim O’Brien,
three of the twentieth century’s most respected authors. Vernon specifically explores the various
ways war and the military, through both cultural and personal experience, have affected social and
gender identities and dynamics in each author’s work. Hemingway, Salter, and O’Brien form the
core of Soldiers Once and Still because each represents a different warring generation of
twentieth-century America: World War I with Hemingway, World War II and Korea with Salter, and
Vietnam with O’Brien. Each author also represents a different literary voice of the twentieth century,
from modern to mid-century to postmodern, and each presents a different battlefield experience:
Hemingway as noncombatant, Salter as air force fighter pilot, and O’Brien as army grunt. War’s




pervasive influence on the individual means that, for veterans-turned-writers like Hemingway,
Salter, and O’Brien, the war experience infiltrates their entire body of writing—their works can be
seen not only as war literature but also as veterans’ literature. As such, their entire postwar oeuvre,
regardless of whether an individual work explicitly addresses the war or the military, is open to
Vernon's exploration of war, society, gender, and literary history. Vernon’s own experiences as a
soldier, a veteran, a writer, and a critic inform this enlightening critique of American literature,
offering students and scholars of American literature and war studies an invaluable tool for
understanding war’s effects on the veteran writer and his society.

the things they carried essay: Admissions Confidential Rachel Toor, 2025-06-25 There are
hundreds of books available that coach kids on writing college application essays, improving SAT
scores and trying to beat the admissions system. Admissions Confidential is a definitive look at why
those books don't work. Toor lifts the veil on a process that anxious parents and high school students
have never had decoded before. And they may be shocked to find out: --that elite colleges spend
thousands of dollars recruiting students they will never admit --why some students at the bottom of
their high school classes are admitted to top schools when the valedictorians are rejected --how
pricey independent college counselors can hurt an applicant's chances --why admission to a top
school depends on who reads your application --why the top of the class at a high-performing high
school may end up at their second and third choice Written in engaging first-person and covering
the entire admissions process--from recruiting to enrollment-- Admissions Confidential is a year in
the life of a college admissions officer.
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