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texas elementary teacher certification is a vital credential for educators aspiring to teach at the

elementary level within Texas public schools. This certification ensures that teachers possess the

necessary knowledge, skills, and pedagogical expertise to provide high-quality education to young

learners. Achieving this certification involves fulfilling specific educational requirements, passing

relevant exams, and adhering to state guidelines. Understanding the process, eligibility criteria, and

ongoing professional development is crucial for prospective teachers. This article outlines the

comprehensive steps and essential information related to texas elementary teacher certification,

including preparation, testing, application, and renewal processes.
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Overview of Texas Elementary Teacher Certification

Texas elementary teacher certification is governed by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and serves

as a formal qualification for educators teaching students from pre-kindergarten through grade 6. This



certification verifies that teachers meet the state's standards for instructional competency, classroom

management, and content knowledge. The elementary certification typically covers a broad range of

subjects including reading, mathematics, science, social studies, and health. This broad certification

allows teachers to effectively instruct multiple subjects in an integrated manner, which is essential in

elementary education settings.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of texas elementary teacher certification is to maintain high educational standards

and ensure that teachers are qualified to foster student success. Certified teachers are better equipped

to design lesson plans, assess student progress, and implement appropriate instructional strategies.

The certification also establishes a legal requirement for employment in Texas public schools,

highlighting its significance in the education system.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for texas elementary teacher certification, candidates must meet specific educational and

background criteria established by the TEA. These requirements ensure that only qualified individuals

enter the profession.

Educational Prerequisites

Candidates must hold at least a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university. The

degree should ideally be in education or a related field with a focus on elementary education.

Additionally, candidates must complete an approved educator preparation program (EPP) that includes

coursework and supervised teaching experiences aligned with state standards.



Background Check and Other Requirements

Applicants must undergo a criminal background check through the Texas Department of Public Safety

and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Passing this check is mandatory to ensure the safety of

students. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in English and meet any other state-specific

requirements such as fingerprinting and submission of official transcripts.

Certification Exams

Passing the required certification exams is a critical step in obtaining texas elementary teacher

certification. These exams assess both general teaching competencies and subject-specific knowledge.

Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TExES)

The primary exam for elementary certification is the TExES Elementary Core Subjects EC-6. This

comprehensive test evaluates candidates in four domains: English Language Arts and Reading,

Mathematics, Social Studies, and Science. The exam measures knowledge of content as well as the

ability to apply instructional strategies effectively.

Additional Testing Requirements

In addition to the core subjects exam, candidates must pass the Pedagogy and Professional

Responsibilities (PPR) EC-12 exam. This test focuses on teaching methodology, classroom

management, and professional ethics. Some candidates may also be required to pass the Texas

Success Initiative (TSI) assessment or demonstrate college readiness through other means.



Application Process

The application process for texas elementary teacher certification involves submitting documentation

and fees to the Texas Education Agency after meeting all eligibility and testing requirements.

Submitting an Application

Applicants must create an account through the TEA’s online certification system, called Educator

Certification Online System (ECOS). They need to submit official transcripts, test scores, proof of

completion of an educator preparation program, and results of the criminal background check. The

application fee must also be paid at this stage.

Verification and Issuance

Once the application is reviewed and approved, the TEA issues the standard Texas elementary

teacher certification. This certification is valid for five years and authorizes the holder to teach in public

elementary schools across Texas.

Professional Development and Renewal

After obtaining texas elementary teacher certification, educators must participate in ongoing

professional development to maintain and renew their credentials.

Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

Certified elementary teachers are required to complete 150 clock hours of professional development

every five years. These hours can include workshops, seminars, coursework, or other approved

activities that enhance teaching skills and knowledge. The focus is often on instructional strategies,

curriculum updates, and student engagement techniques.



Renewal Process

To renew the certification, teachers must submit a renewal application through the TEA’s ECOS

system along with evidence of completed CPE hours. Failure to renew on time may result in

suspension or expiration of the certification, which can affect employment status.

Alternative Certification Programs

For individuals who hold a bachelor's degree but did not complete a traditional educator preparation

program, Texas offers alternative routes to obtain elementary teacher certification.

Overview of Alternative Certification

Alternative certification programs (ACPs) provide a pathway for career changers and others to become

certified teachers while working in the classroom under supervision. These programs combine

coursework, mentoring, and on-the-job training.

Requirements and Structure

Participants in ACPs must pass the required TExES exams and meet the same background check and

educational criteria as traditional candidates. Programs typically last one to two years and culminate in

full certification upon successful completion of all components.

Benefits of Alternative Certification

Allows entry into teaching without a traditional education degree

Provides practical experience through classroom teaching



Includes mentorship and support from experienced educators

Facilitates quicker transition into the teaching profession

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements for Texas elementary teacher

certification?

To obtain Texas elementary teacher certification, candidates must have a bachelor's degree, complete

an educator preparation program, pass the required TExES exams, and submit fingerprints for a

background check.

Which exams are required for Texas elementary teacher certification?

Candidates must pass the Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TExES) Core Subjects EC-6

exam and the Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR) EC-12 exam to become certified

elementary teachers in Texas.

Can out-of-state teachers get certified to teach elementary in Texas?

Yes, out-of-state teachers can obtain Texas elementary teacher certification through the Out-of-State

Certification process, which typically involves submitting transcripts, passing required TExES exams,

and completing a background check.

How long does it take to get certified as an elementary teacher in

Texas?

The timeline varies, but typically it takes about 4 to 6 months to complete all certification steps,



including passing exams, completing an educator preparation program, and processing of applications

by the Texas Education Agency (TEA).

Are there alternative certification programs for elementary teachers in

Texas?

Yes, Texas offers alternative certification programs for individuals who already have a bachelor's

degree but did not complete a traditional educator preparation program, allowing them to teach while

completing certification requirements.

What is the cost associated with Texas elementary teacher

certification?

Costs include application fees (approximately $131), fees for TExES exams (around $116 per exam),

fingerprinting fees, and any expenses related to educator preparation programs or alternative

certification courses.

Additional Resources

1. Texas Elementary Teacher Certification Exam Secrets Study Guide

This comprehensive study guide is designed to help prospective Texas elementary teachers prepare

for the certification exam. It covers all the core content areas including language arts, mathematics,

science, and social studies. The book includes practice questions, test-taking strategies, and detailed

answer explanations to boost confidence and improve exam performance.

2. Praxis Elementary Education Content Knowledge 5018

Although not Texas-specific, this book is highly relevant for elementary educators seeking certification

as it covers the content knowledge necessary for teaching young learners. It offers extensive reviews

of reading, mathematics, science, social studies, and writing. The practice tests and detailed answer

rationales help candidates understand their strengths and areas for improvement.



3. CliffsNotes TExES PPR EC-12 (160) Test Prep

Focused on the Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TExES) Pedagogy and Professional

Responsibilities test, this guide helps aspiring teachers master classroom management, lesson

planning, and student assessment. It includes practice questions, review sections, and tips for passing

the exam. The book is tailored to meet the specific requirements of Texas teacher certification.

4. Texas Teacher Certification Exam for Elementary Education

This preparation manual provides an overview of the Texas teacher certification process and detailed

content reviews aligned with the state standards. It emphasizes practical teaching skills and knowledge

areas necessary for elementary educators. The book also offers sample test questions and study

schedules to facilitate effective preparation.

5. Elementary Education Praxis II 0014/5014 Study Guide

Ideal for those seeking certification through Praxis II exams, this guide offers a thorough review of

elementary education topics including reading, language arts, mathematics, science, and social

studies. It provides practice tests and teaching strategies to help candidates excel. Though a general

Praxis guide, it is useful for Texas teachers as many concepts align with state certification

requirements.

6. TExES Core Subjects EC-6 (291) Book + Online

This resource prepares candidates for the TExES Core Subjects exam required for elementary

certification in Texas. It includes content reviews in reading, mathematics, science, social studies, and

fine arts, along with practice questions and online resources. The book provides a structured study

plan and tips tailored to the Texas education system.

7. Elementary Education Study Guide: TExES Test Review for the Texas Examinations of Educator

Standards

Focused solely on the TExES Elementary Education exam, this study guide offers targeted content

reviews and practice questions covering all tested domains. It helps build foundational knowledge and

pedagogical skills needed for Texas classrooms. The guide is structured to maximize study efficiency

and exam readiness.



8. Praxis Core For Dummies

While primarily for basic skills tests, this book supports future Texas elementary teachers by

strengthening reading, writing, and math skills necessary for certification exams. It offers clear

explanations, practice problems, and test-taking strategies. This resource is especially beneficial for

candidates needing to reinforce foundational academic skills before certification testing.

9. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for Elementary Teachers

This book provides an in-depth look at the TEKS standards that guide curriculum and instruction in

Texas elementary schools. Understanding these standards is crucial for teacher certification and

classroom success. The resource helps educators align their teaching strategies with state

expectations and prepares them for certification exams based on TEKS.
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