
sustainable home design features
sustainable home design features are essential components in modern architecture,
focusing on reducing environmental impact while enhancing energy efficiency and
occupant comfort. These design elements prioritize the use of renewable resources,
energy-saving technologies, and environmentally friendly materials to create homes that
minimize waste and optimize resource use. Incorporating sustainable design principles in
residential buildings not only contributes to environmental preservation but also results in
cost savings over time through reduced utility bills and maintenance needs. Key aspects
include energy-efficient systems, water conservation methods, sustainable materials, and
innovative construction techniques. This article explores various sustainable home design
features, their benefits, and practical applications in residential construction. Understanding
these features is crucial for homeowners, architects, and builders aiming to create greener,
healthier living spaces.

Energy-Efficient Systems

Water Conservation Techniques

Sustainable Building Materials

Indoor Environmental Quality

Innovative Construction Practices

Energy-Efficient Systems
Energy-efficient systems are fundamental sustainable home design features that
significantly reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. These systems
incorporate advanced technologies and design strategies aimed at optimizing energy use
for heating, cooling, lighting, and appliances. Implementing energy-efficient systems not
only conserves natural resources but also reduces operational costs for homeowners.

High-Performance Insulation
High-performance insulation enhances a home’s thermal envelope, minimizing heat loss
during winter and heat gain during summer. Materials such as spray foam, rigid foam
boards, and cellulose are commonly used to improve insulation efficiency. Proper insulation
reduces the demand on heating and cooling systems, contributing to lower energy
consumption and improved indoor comfort.



Energy-Efficient HVAC Systems
Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems designed for energy efficiency
employ technologies such as variable speed motors, heat pumps, and smart thermostats.
These systems adjust heating and cooling output based on real-time needs, reducing
energy waste. Energy Star-rated HVAC equipment is often recommended to ensure optimal
performance and sustainability.

LED Lighting and Smart Controls
Using LED lighting fixtures and integrating smart lighting controls are vital sustainable
home design features. LEDs consume significantly less energy and have longer lifespans
compared to traditional incandescent bulbs. Smart controls, including motion sensors and
programmable timers, further optimize energy use by ensuring lights operate only when
needed.

Water Conservation Techniques
Water conservation is a critical aspect of sustainable home design features, aiming to
reduce water waste and protect this valuable resource. Effective water management
strategies in residential settings help lower water bills and reduce the environmental
footprint of homes.

Low-Flow Fixtures
Low-flow faucets, showerheads, and toilets are designed to use significantly less water
without compromising performance. These fixtures reduce daily water consumption,
contributing to substantial savings over time. Many low-flow products meet or exceed
standards set by water efficiency certification programs.

Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Rainwater harvesting involves collecting and storing rainwater from rooftops for non-
potable uses such as irrigation, toilet flushing, and laundry. This system decreases reliance
on municipal water supplies and helps manage stormwater runoff, reducing the risk of
flooding and erosion.

Greywater Recycling
Greywater recycling systems capture wastewater from sinks, showers, and washing
machines, treating it for reuse in landscaping or toilet flushing. Incorporating greywater
systems into sustainable home design features enhances water efficiency and lessens the
volume of wastewater discharged into sewer systems.



Sustainable Building Materials
The selection of sustainable building materials is a cornerstone of environmentally
responsible home design. These materials are chosen based on their low environmental
impact, durability, and ability to promote healthy indoor environments.

Renewable and Recycled Materials
Using renewable resources such as bamboo, cork, and reclaimed wood reduces the
depletion of finite natural materials. Recycled materials, including steel, glass, and
reclaimed bricks, divert waste from landfills while maintaining structural integrity and
aesthetic appeal.

Low-VOC and Non-Toxic Finishes
Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) found in many paints, adhesives, and finishes can
negatively affect indoor air quality. Sustainable home design features prioritize low-VOC or
VOC-free products to create healthier living spaces by minimizing harmful emissions.

Locally Sourced Materials
Utilizing locally sourced materials reduces transportation-related carbon emissions and
supports regional economies. This practice also ensures materials are well-suited to local
climate conditions, enhancing durability and performance.

Indoor Environmental Quality
Indoor environmental quality (IEQ) is a vital component of sustainable home design
features, focusing on the health and comfort of occupants. High IEQ is achieved through
proper ventilation, natural lighting, and use of safe materials.

Natural Ventilation
Natural ventilation strategies, such as operable windows, vents, and open floor plans,
promote air circulation and reduce reliance on mechanical ventilation systems. This
approach enhances indoor air quality and minimizes energy consumption.

Daylighting
Incorporating daylighting design techniques maximizes the use of natural light, reducing
the need for artificial lighting during the day. Features such as skylights, light shelves, and
strategically placed windows improve occupant well-being while conserving energy.



Moisture Control
Effective moisture management prevents mold growth and structural damage. Sustainable
home design features include vapor barriers, proper drainage systems, and moisture-
resistant materials to maintain a dry and healthy indoor environment.

Innovative Construction Practices
Innovative construction practices complement sustainable home design features by
integrating advanced methods that reduce waste, improve efficiency, and enhance building
performance. These practices contribute to the overall sustainability and resilience of
residential buildings.

Modular and Prefabricated Construction
Modular and prefabricated construction techniques involve assembling building
components off-site in controlled environments. This approach minimizes material waste,
shortens construction timelines, and often results in higher quality control compared to
traditional methods.

Passive Solar Design
Passive solar design utilizes building orientation, thermal mass, and shading to naturally
regulate indoor temperatures. By harnessing the sun’s energy for heating and cooling, this
design reduces dependence on mechanical systems and lowers energy consumption.

Green Roofs and Walls
Green roofs and living walls incorporate vegetation into building exteriors, providing
insulation, reducing stormwater runoff, and improving air quality. These features also
enhance biodiversity and contribute to urban heat island mitigation.

Energy-efficient systems like HVAC, insulation, and lighting

Water conservation through low-flow fixtures and rainwater harvesting

Use of sustainable, renewable, and low-toxicity materials

Improved indoor environmental quality with ventilation and daylighting

Innovative construction techniques such as modular building and passive solar design



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key benefits of incorporating sustainable
home design features?
Sustainable home design features reduce environmental impact, lower energy and water
bills, improve indoor air quality, and increase the overall comfort and value of the home.

Which materials are commonly used in sustainable
home designs?
Common materials include reclaimed wood, bamboo, recycled metal, low-VOC paints, and
insulated concrete forms, all chosen for their low environmental impact and durability.

How do solar panels contribute to sustainable home
design?
Solar panels generate renewable energy from sunlight, reducing reliance on fossil fuels,
lowering electricity bills, and decreasing the home's carbon footprint.

What role does insulation play in sustainable home
design?
Proper insulation minimizes heat loss in winter and heat gain in summer, enhancing energy
efficiency, reducing HVAC costs, and improving indoor comfort.

Why is water efficiency important in sustainable homes,
and how is it achieved?
Water efficiency conserves a vital resource and reduces utility costs; it is achieved through
low-flow fixtures, rainwater harvesting systems, and drought-tolerant landscaping.

How can smart home technology enhance sustainability
in home design?
Smart home technology optimizes energy use by automating lighting, heating, cooling, and
appliance operation, thereby reducing waste and increasing efficiency.

What design strategies promote natural lighting and
ventilation in sustainable homes?
Design strategies include large, strategically placed windows, skylights, open floor plans,
and ventilation systems that maximize airflow and natural daylight, reducing the need for
artificial lighting and mechanical cooling.



Additional Resources
1. Eco-Friendly Homes: Designing for a Sustainable Future
This book offers practical advice on creating homes that minimize environmental impact. It
covers materials, energy-efficient systems, and water conservation techniques. Readers will
find inspiration to incorporate green design principles that promote a healthier living
environment.

2. Passive House Design: Achieving Energy Efficiency and Comfort
Focused on the Passive House standard, this book explains how to build ultra-low energy
homes that maintain comfort year-round. It details insulation, airtightness, and ventilation
strategies. The author provides case studies and design tips to help homeowners reduce
energy consumption dramatically.

3. Green Building Materials: A Guide to Sustainable Construction
This comprehensive guide explores eco-friendly building materials that reduce carbon
footprints. It includes information on recycled, renewable, and non-toxic products suitable
for sustainable home design. Builders and homeowners can learn how to select materials
that enhance durability and environmental responsibility.

4. Solar-Powered Homes: Harnessing Renewable Energy for Sustainable Living
This book delves into integrating solar energy solutions into residential design. From
photovoltaic panels to solar water heating, it covers the technology and installation
considerations. Readers will understand how to optimize solar systems to reduce reliance
on fossil fuels and lower energy bills.

5. Water-Wise Living: Designing Homes for Efficient Water Use
Water conservation is critical in sustainable home design, and this book provides strategies
for reducing water consumption. It covers rainwater harvesting, greywater recycling, and
drought-tolerant landscaping. Practical tips help homeowners create self-sufficient water
systems that conserve resources.

6. Healthy Homes: Designing Indoor Environments for Wellness
This book emphasizes the importance of indoor air quality, natural lighting, and non-toxic
materials in sustainable homes. It explains how design choices impact occupant health and
well-being. Readers will gain insights into creating living spaces that promote comfort and
reduce exposure to harmful pollutants.

7. Smart Green Homes: Integrating Technology for Sustainability
Exploring the intersection of technology and sustainability, this book discusses smart home
systems that improve energy efficiency. Topics include automated lighting, smart
thermostats, and energy monitoring tools. The author highlights how technology can
empower homeowners to make greener choices effortlessly.

8. Urban Sustainable Living: Designing Compact and Efficient Homes
This book addresses sustainable design challenges in urban environments. It focuses on
space-saving features, green roofs, and community resource sharing. The content is ideal
for those interested in reducing their urban carbon footprint while maximizing comfort and
functionality.

9. Natural Building Techniques: Crafting Sustainable Homes with Earth and Wood



Highlighting traditional and modern natural building methods, this book covers materials
like cob, straw bale, and timber framing. It advocates for low-impact construction that
blends with the environment. Readers will discover how to create beautiful, durable homes
using renewable resources.
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  sustainable home design features: Sustainable Home Design by Applying Control Science
Kazutoshi Fujihira, 2017-12-06 Today's homes must prepare for a progressing ageing population and
an increasing risk caused by climate change, as well as to reduce CO2 emissions. How homes can be
designed to meet all of these requirements? How such design can be promoted in the housing
market? Sustainable Home Design by Applying Control Science answers these questions, by using a
novel approach. Kazutoshi Fujihira, an innovative environmental scientist and sustainable housing
award winner, demonstrates the control system for promoting sustainable home design with the
sustainable design guidelines and sustainability checklist. Moreover, the chapter of case study
illustrates an actually designed and constructed house, which shows excellent sustainability and
energy-saving performance.
  sustainable home design features: Fundamentals of Innovative Sustainable Homes Design
and Construction Avi Friedman, 2023-06-26 This book offers ideas and practices on contemporary
design concepts and illustrates them with plans and photographs of outstanding examples. Current
planning and design modes of dwellings and neighborhoods are facing challenges of philosophy and
form. Past approaches no longer sustain new demands and require innovative thinking. The need for
a new outlook is propelled by fundamental changes that touch upon environmental, economic and
social aspects. The depletion of non-renewable natural resources and climate change are a few of
the environmental challenges. Increasing costs of material, labor, land and infrastructure have
posed economic challenges with affordability being paramount among them. Social challenges are
also drawing the attention of designers, builders and homeowners. Walkable communities, aging in
place and multigenerational living are some of the concepts considered. In addition, live-work
environments have become part of the economic reality for those who wishto work from
home—which has become possible through digital advances. The text would be of interest to
scholars working in: architecture, urban planning, and construction.
  sustainable home design features: Essential Sustainable Home Design Chris Magwood,
2017-07-31 Design your own sustainable home Many people dream of building a beautiful,
environmentally friendly home. But until now there has been no systematic guide to help potential
builders work through the complete process of imagining, planning, designing, and building their
ideal, sustainable home. Essential Sustainable Home Design walks potential homebuilders through
the process starting with key concepts, principles, and a project vision that will guide the house to
completion. Coverage includes: How to clarify your ideas and create a practical pathway to
achieving your dream A criteria matrix to guide design, material, and systems decisions Creating a
strong, integrated design team and working with professionals and code officials to keep the project
on track from start to finish. Key building science concepts that make for a high-performance,
durable building Primer on building logistics, material sourcing, and protocols to ensure that the
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initial vision for the project comes to fruition. One-page summaries and ratings of popular
sustainable building materials and system options. Ideal for owner-builders and sustainable building
contractors working with clients aiming to design and build a sustainable home. Chris Magwood has
designed and built some of the most innovative, sustainable buildings in North America, including
the first off-grid, straw bale home in Ontario. He is co-founder and director the Endeavour Centre
for Innovative Building and Living and co-editor of the Sustainable Building Essentials series. Chris
is the author of Essential Prefab Straw Bale Construction, Essential Hempcrete Construction, Straw
Bale Details, More Straw Bale Building , and Making Better Buildings .
  sustainable home design features: Sustainable Home Design: A Comprehensive Guide to
Eco-Friendly Living Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-25 In this comprehensive guide to sustainable
home design, we explore the principles and practices of creating eco-friendly and energy-efficient
living spaces. Whether you're building a new home from scratch or looking to retrofit your existing
one, this book will provide you with the knowledge and inspiration you need to make informed
decisions that benefit both your family and the planet. As we face the challenges of climate change
and resource depletion, it's more important than ever to embrace sustainable living practices. Our
homes are a major part of our lives, and they have a significant impact on our environmental
footprint. By choosing sustainable design principles, we can reduce our energy consumption, water
usage, and carbon emissions, while also creating healthier and more comfortable living spaces. This
book covers a wide range of topics, from the basics of energy efficiency to the latest advancements
in renewable energy technologies. We will explore innovative building materials, water conservation
methods, and green landscaping techniques. We will also discuss the importance of indoor air
quality, natural lighting, and biophilic design. Whether you're a homeowner, architect, builder, or
simply someone who is interested in living a more sustainable lifestyle, this book has something to
offer you. We hope that the information and ideas presented here will empower you to create a home
that is both beautiful and eco-conscious. Together, we can build a more sustainable future for
ourselves and for generations to come. Inside this book, you will find: * A comprehensive overview of
the principles and practices of sustainable home design * Detailed information on energy-efficient
construction methods, renewable energy sources, and water conservation techniques * Guidance on
choosing sustainable building materials and finishes * Tips for creating healthy and comfortable
living spaces * Strategies for reducing your home's environmental impact * And much more! With its
clear and concise writing style, helpful illustrations, and practical advice, this book is an essential
resource for anyone who wants to create a more sustainable home. If you like this book, write a
review!
  sustainable home design features: Eco-Savvy Living: Reduce Energy Costs and Protect the
Planet Shu Chen Hou, Introducing Eco-Savvy Living: Reduce Energy Costs and Protect the Planet -
your ultimate guide to living a sustainable lifestyle! Are you tired of high energy bills and the
environmental impact of your daily life? Do you want to take action to protect the planet for future
generations? Look no further than Eco-Savvy Living! In this comprehensive guide, you will learn
everything you need to know about living a sustainable lifestyle. From reducing your energy costs to
minimizing your carbon footprint, Eco-Savvy Living provides practical tips and expert advice for
creating a more sustainable home and lifestyle. Discover the latest energy-saving technologies and
techniques, including how to choose the most energy-efficient appliances and lighting options. Learn
how to reduce water usage, compost effectively, and create sustainable landscaping. Explore
alternative modes of transportation and discover how to reduce your carbon footprint when you
travel. With Eco-Savvy Living, you can make a positive impact on the planet while also saving money
on your energy bills. Start living a more sustainable life today and join the movement towards a
greener future. Order your copy of Eco-Savvy Living: Reduce Energy Costs and Protect the Planet
now and start making a positive impact on the planet today!
  sustainable home design features: Creating Homes That Sustain Our Lives, Economy, and
the Earth Dr. John H. Fitch, 2020-03-23 Would you like to live in a comfortable, well-insulated
sustainable home that costs no more to build than a conventional home? Would you like this home to



be capable of providing its own heating and cooling systems with utilities bills of less than 10 % per
month compared to what they would cost in a conventional home? Would you like the energy used
for heating, cooling, lighting, and cooking to be from renewable sources such as the sun and/or wind
that are available right on your property? Would you like to be able to sell your unused power back
to the electric grid? Would you like to know that the comfortable, sustainable home in which you are
living is sustaining your pocketbook? And, finally, would you like to know that your home is also
helping to sustain the Earth by using non-polluting renewable energy sources and building
materials? If you answer “yes” to even one of these questions, you should read this book. I know this
sounds too good to be true. That is exactly how I felt when I first became interested in sustainable
homes. As a scientist, I am by no means a person with the skills necessary to build such a home. But
as I discovered more about sustainable homes and their advantages, I decided I had to try having a
sustainable home built for myself. I also learned you can build sustainably no matter whether you
are in town, in suburbia, or in a rural area. I am writing this book for several audiences. First, if you
are interested in any or all of the benefits of sustainable homes, this book is definitely for you. It will
give you information on available sustainable technologies; how to select an appropriate area in
which to build and a site in that area that would be good for building; how to select a good architect,
a knowledgeable engineer, a reliable sustainable builder and crew; how to obtain financing; how to
work with inspectors; and how to integrate different sustainable technologies and equipment into
the home. This book will also be helpful to people who are considering joining the growing
sustainability infrastructure of architects, loan officers, engineers, builders, building suppliers,
computer engineers, and natural landscape experts. These experts are creating the foundation for a
sustainable construction industry. This is a new, exciting, and expanding cooperative of experts who
enjoy innovative and challenging opportunities. The sustainability approach allows us to integrate
and balance environmental, economic, and societal considerations.
  sustainable home design features: Sustainable Homes for the 21St Century Michael
Royce, Richard Benner, 2018-05-11 The authors and their wives lived in two of Portlands beautiful,
leafy neighborhoods. Their children were grown, so they no longer felt their homes were consistent
with their environmental and personal values. They contemplated a different way of living, and over
four and a half years, their dreams coalesced into Ankeny Row, a community with six
energy-efficient homes structured for community interaction and to permit graceful aging.
Sustainable Homes for the 21st Century tells the story of what they learned in the process and
provides guidance on how you can make similar dreams come true.
  sustainable home design features: New Eco Homes Manel Gutierrez, 2015-11-10 A stunning,
full-color showcase of the latest innovations in sustainable architecture and eco-friendly design,
featuring thirty-five diverse homes. Today’s architects, designers, building craftsman, and
homeowners are becoming more environmentally conscious, choosing eco-friendly living spaces with
small carbon footprints that are built with sustainable materials. New Eco Homes explores various
aspects of modern eco design, from its environmental and economical benefits, to factors considered
when choosing materials: how much energy went into manufacturing the product, whether it is long
lasting, and whether it can be recycled or safely disposed of as it eventually breaks down. It also
examines important details involved in building, such as climate regulation, drainage systems, and
regional planning. Each of the thirty-five projects contain photographs, floor plans, and detailed
drawings that illustrate certain sustainable features, revealing how much the parameters of
ecological design have expanded in just a few short years. New Eco Homes includes an introductory
interview with an international specialist in green building, site plans, architectural drawings, and a
complete directory of resources. Combining concern for the environmental with aesthetic sensibility,
it is an essential resource for architects, designers, and homeowners interested in creating warm
and inviting homes that are not only beautiful to inhabit, but help protect and conserve our natural
environment as well.
  sustainable home design features: Whole Green Catalog Michael W. Robbins, 2009-09-01 A
consumer's reference to green living counsels readers on how to identify truly eco-friendly products



and includes reviews and advice for everything from home furnishings and appliances to toys and
clothing. Original.
  sustainable home design features: Impressive Homes: A Guide to Designing and Building
Your Dream Abode Pasquale De Marco, Impressive Homes: A Guide to Designing and Building Your
Dream Abode is the ultimate resource for anyone looking to create the home of their dreams. This
comprehensive guidebook takes you on a step-by-step journey, from envisioning your dream home to
selecting the perfect location, hiring the right professionals, and managing the construction process.
With its engaging writing style and stunning visuals, Impressive Homes demystifies the complexities
of home design and construction, providing readers with the knowledge and confidence to make
informed decisions throughout the process. Whether you're a first-time homebuyer or an
experienced homeowner seeking to embark on a renovation project, this book is an invaluable
resource. Inside, you'll discover: * Expert guidance on defining your needs and desires, establishing
a budget, and choosing the right architectural style for your dream home. * In-depth advice on
selecting the perfect location, considering factors such as accessibility, natural beauty, and future
developments. * A comprehensive guide to hiring the right professionals, including architects,
contractors, interior designers, and landscape architects. * Step-by-step instructions for designing
your dream home, covering topics such as creating a functional layout, selecting materials and
finishes, and incorporating energy-efficient features. * Detailed explanations of the construction
process, from preparing the site and building the structure to installing utilities and finishing the
interior. * Practical tips for financing your dream home, including understanding mortgage options,
securing pre-approval, and budgeting for additional costs. * Inspiration and guidance for decorating
your dream home, creating a cohesive design style, selecting furniture and furnishings, and
incorporating personal touches. * Essential advice on maintaining your dream home, including
regular maintenance, addressing repairs promptly, and winterizing your home. Impressive Homes is
more than just a guide to building a house; it's an invitation to create a legacy, a space that will
reflect your unique style and needs for years to come. With its expert insights and practical advice,
this book empowers you to turn your dream home into a reality. If you like this book, write a review!
  sustainable home design features: Sustainable Homes Ewan McCliesh, 2009 First published
in 2006 by Evans Brothers Limited ... London--T.p. verso.
  sustainable home design features: Basic Building and Construction Skills Edward
Hawkins, 2016-01-01 The fifth edition of Basic Building and Construction Skills is updated to support
the new training package requirements. It is written for apprentices completing Certificate I, II & III
in Carpentry and the Certificate I, II & III in Carpentry and Joinery qualifications. Now in full colour,
this new edition covers 8 core units of competency. It has been fully updated to reflect present day
building practices, standards and legislation. With a greater focus on sustainability, Basic Building
and Construction Skills, 5e combines standard industry practice with the newest industry
technology, tools and benchmarks. With updated end-of-section worksheets, new content, images
and photos, as well as a robust instructor support package, Basic Building and Construction Skills,
5e is an extremely useful resource for providing learners with the underpinning knowledge, skills
and awareness necessary for a successful career in building and carpentry. Basic Building and
Construction Skills, 5e covers: � CPCCCA2011A Handle carpentry materials � CPCCCA2002B Use
carpentry tools and equipment � CPCCCM1012A Work effectively and sustainably in the
construction industry � CPCCCM1013A Plan and organise work � CPCCCM1014A Conduct
workplace communication � CPCCCM1015A Carry out measurements and calculations �
CPCCCM2001A Read and interpret plans and specifications � CPCCOHS2001A Apply OHS
Requirements, Policies and Procedures in the Construction Industry � CPCCOHS1001A Work Safely
in the Construction Industry
  sustainable home design features: Housing Shock Rory Hearne, 2020-06-03 The
unprecedented housing and homelessness crisis in Ireland is having profound impacts on Generation
Rent, the wellbeing of children, worsening wider inequality and threatening the economy. Hearne
contextualises the Irish housing crisis within the broader global housing situation by examining the



origins of the crisis in terms of austerity, marketisation and the new era of financialisation, where
global investors are making housing unaffordable and turning it into an asset for the wealthy. He
brings to the fore the perspectives of those most affected, new housing activists and protesters
whilst providing innovative global solutions for a new vision for affordable, sustainable homes for all.
  sustainable home design features: Strategies for Sustainable Architecture Paola Sassi,
2006-09-27 Filling a gap in existing literature on sustainable design, this new guide introduces and
illustrates sustainable design principles through detailed case studies of sustainable buildings in
Europe, North America and Australia. The guide will provide the reader with a deeper
understanding of the design issues involved in delivering sustainable buildings, and giving detailed
description of the process of integrating principles into practice. Approximately one hundred case
studies of sixty buildings, ranging from small dwellings to large commercial buildings, and drawn
from a range of countries, demonstrate best current practice. The sections of the book are divided
into design issues relating to sustainable development, including site and ecology, community and
culture, health, materials, energy and water. With over 400 illustrations, this highly visual guide will
be an invaluable reference to all those concerned with architecture and sustainability issues.
  sustainable home design features: Introduction to Housing Katrin B. Anacker, Andrew T.
Carswell, Sarah D. Kirby, Kenneth R. Tremblay, 2018-06 This foundational text for understanding
housing, housing design, homeownership, housing policy, special topics in housing, and housing in a
global context has been comprehensively revised to reflect the changed housing situation in the
United States during and after the Great Recession and its subsequent movements toward recovery.
The book focuses on the complexities of housing and housing-related issues, engendering an
understanding of housing, its relationship to national economic factors, and housing policies. It
comprises individual chapters written by housing experts who have specialization within the
discipline or field, offering commentary on the physical, social, psychological, economic, and policy
issues that affect the current housing landscape in the United States and abroad, while proposing
solutions to its challenges.
  sustainable home design features: Liberation Science: Putting Science to Work for
Social and Environmental Justice Steven H. Emerman, Marcia Bjørnerud, Jill S. Schneiderman,
Sarah A. Levy, 2012-11-25 Liberation Science is the practice of using the knowledge and methods of
science to solve the social and environmental problems faced by the poor. Liberation Science can
address these problems because it has been freed from the flawed scientific paradigms that are
linked to the flawed social paradigms of nationalism and capitalism. Three themes of Liberation
Science are: 1) The definition of an ecosystem becomes both more expansive and more holistic to
include humans, cultural practices, and the built environment, together with the possibility that an
ecosystem could mimic the behavior of a single organism. 2) The logic and methods of science are
made available to ordinary people, empowering them to understand the ecologies of their own
communities. 3) Science becomes open to complementary philosophical approaches that draw upon
cultural and spiritual traditions of particular regions or communities.
  sustainable home design features: Design for Aging Review 12 The American Institute of
Architects, The Images Publishing Group, 2014-10-10 This compilation of more than 30 outstanding
projects in the areas of assisted living, continuing care retirement communities, and nursing homes
represents the best current work designed by architects for the ever-increasing aging population. A
dedicated jury of architects from the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Design for Aging
Knowledge Community and LeadingAge, providers of senior housing services, selected the diverse
range of projects featured in this volume for the successful Design for Aging series. Each project is
presented with photographs, detailed plans, and statistics, illuminating the high level of research,
planning and community involvement that goes into these advancements in living environments for
seniors. This comprehensive review of architectural design trends in aged-care facilities will appeal
to aged-care providers, developers, users, and advocates; architects; and interior, landscape, and
other design professionals.
  sustainable home design features: Green Living: A Guide to Eco-Friendly Choices Genalin



Jimenez, In an era where environmental challenges are at the forefront of global concerns, Green
Living: A Guide to Eco-Friendly Choices serves as an essential manual for individuals seeking to
make a positive impact on the planet. This comprehensive guide explores practical strategies and
thoughtful practices to help you transition to a more sustainable lifestyle, fostering a harmonious
relationship with nature. Key Features: In-Depth Exploration of Sustainable Practices: Delve into the
principles of eco-friendly living, covering everything from reducing your carbon footprint to adopting
renewable energy solutions. Learn about waste reduction techniques, including composting,
recycling, and upcycling, to minimize your environmental impact. Practical Tips for Everyday
Changes: Discover actionable steps to conserve water, optimize energy use, and make mindful
consumption choices that benefit both your wallet and the environment. Get inspired by sustainable
diet tips, emphasizing plant-based options and local sourcing, to support a healthier planet and
lifestyle. Eco-Friendly Home and Garden: Transform your living space with eco-friendly design ideas
and sustainable materials, creating a home that is both beautiful and environmentally responsible.
Start your own organic garden with expert advice on sustainable gardening practices, composting,
and water conservation. Transportation and Community Engagement: Explore alternatives to fossil
fuel-powered vehicles, including biking, walking, and public transit, to reduce your carbon footprint.
Engage with your community through local environmental initiatives and advocacy, promoting
sustainability on a broader scale. Long-Term Commitment and Resources: Encourage lifelong
sustainability by fostering a mindset that recognizes the interconnectedness of our choices and their
impact on the planet. Access a curated list of resources for further education and support, from
books and online courses to community groups and non-profit organizations. Green Living: A Guide
to Eco-Friendly Choices is more than just a book; it's a call to action. Whether you're a seasoned
environmentalist or just beginning your journey towards sustainability, this guide offers valuable
insights and practical advice to help you make eco-friendly choices every day. Join the movement
towards a more sustainable future and make a lasting difference for generations to come.
  sustainable home design features: Sustainable Homes Centaur Media, 2014-07-01 Whether
you are a self-builder or keen renovator, this digital book has condensed some of the key articles
featured in Homebuilding & Renovating magazine to bring you the most informative and valuable
information, providing everything you need to know about how to achieve a home as energy
conscious as you are.
  sustainable home design features: Zero-Energy Homes: Living Sustainably Without
Compromise Ahmed Musa, 2024-12-29 Zero-energy homes are built to produce as much energy as
they consume, offering a sustainable solution for modern living. This book provides a comprehensive
guide to designing and building zero-energy homes, from energy-efficient appliances to solar panels
and smart home technologies. Learn how these homes integrate renewable energy sources, reduce
environmental impact, and provide long-term savings without compromising comfort or style.
Whether you’re an architect, homeowner, or environmental enthusiast, this book offers practical
advice for creating a sustainable future through home design.

Related to sustainable home design features
City of Sammamish Community participation is instrumental in reshaping the energy landscape
and fostering a more sustainable future for Sammamish. The City has set forth ambitious goals,
including: A 50%
SUSTAINABLE SAMMAMISH The information in this guide is meant to serve as a starting point
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