
the farming of bones
the farming of bones is a powerful and evocative novel that delves into the harsh realities of
political violence, human rights abuses, and the enduring trauma of genocide. Written by Canadian
author Joyce Carol Oates, this literary work explores the 1994 Rwandan genocide through the eyes of
an American expatriate who becomes entangled in the horrific events. The farming of bones
combines historical fiction with psychological depth, offering readers an insightful perspective on the
suffering and resilience of individuals caught in conflict. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the novel’s themes, characters, historical context, and literary significance, while also
examining its critical reception and relevance in contemporary discussions of genocide and memory.
Analyzing the farming of bones allows for a deeper understanding of the complexities surrounding
identity, survival, and reconciliation in the aftermath of mass violence. The following sections will
guide readers through the main elements that define the novel and its impact.
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Main Characters and Plot Summary

Themes and Symbolism

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Critical Reception and Impact

Relevance in Modern Discussions of Genocide

Overview and Historical Context
The farming of bones is set against the backdrop of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, a tragic event in
which ethnic tensions between the Hutu and Tutsi groups escalated into mass violence, resulting in
the deaths of approximately 800,000 people. Joyce Carol Oates uses this historical context as a
foundation to explore the personal and collective consequences of such atrocities. The novel is
notable for its meticulous attention to the historical details and its portrayal of the emotional and
psychological devastation experienced by survivors. By situating the story within this real-world
event, the farming of bones serves as a poignant reminder of the dangers of hatred, intolerance, and
political manipulation. Understanding this historical framework is essential to appreciating the depth
and urgency of the novel’s message.

Historical Background of the Rwandan Genocide
The Rwandan genocide occurred over approximately 100 days in 1994, sparked by longstanding
ethnic rivalries and political instability. The conflict involved extremist Hutu factions orchestrating the
systematic slaughter of Tutsi civilians and moderate Hutus. International response was limited and
delayed, exacerbating the human toll. The farming of bones captures this grim history through vivid



descriptions and the personal experiences of its protagonist, reflecting the chaos and horror of the
period.

Author’s Motivation and Research
Joyce Carol Oates conducted extensive research to authentically represent the Rwandan genocide in
the farming of bones. Her motivation stemmed from a desire to bring awareness to this often
overlooked tragedy and to explore how individuals cope with trauma. The novel combines factual
elements with fictional storytelling, creating a narrative that is both educational and emotionally
resonant.

Main Characters and Plot Summary
The farming of bones centers around the protagonist, Amadou Balewa, a young woman working as a
housemaid for a wealthy Tutsi family in Rwanda. Her life becomes intertwined with the escalating
violence as the genocide unfolds, forcing her to confront unimaginable horrors while grappling with
her own identity and survival. The narrative follows Amadou’s journey through fear, loss, and
resilience, providing a deeply personal perspective on the broader historical events.

Amadou Balewa: The Protagonist
Amadou serves as the emotional core of the novel. Her character embodies innocence and strength,
navigating the complexities of ethnic violence and personal betrayal. Through her eyes, readers
witness the brutal impact of the genocide and the struggle to maintain humanity amid chaos.

Supporting Characters
The novel includes several supporting characters who represent different facets of Rwandan society
during the genocide:

Valentine Uwamungu: The Tutsi employer and family whom Amadou serves, symbolizing the
victimized group.

Various Hutu Militants: Representing the perpetrators of violence and the political forces
behind the genocide.

Other Refugees and Survivors: Offering perspectives on displacement, trauma, and the
quest for justice.

Plot Overview
The story unfolds as ethnic tensions escalate into violence, culminating in the genocide. Amadou’s
experiences highlight the personal cost of political conflict, including the loss of loved ones and the



challenge of escape and survival. The narrative also explores themes of memory and trauma as
Amadou attempts to reconcile her past with an uncertain future.

Themes and Symbolism
The farming of bones is rich with themes that address both the specific context of the Rwandan
genocide and universal human experiences. The novel’s symbolism enhances its emotional and
intellectual impact, inviting readers to reflect on the nature of violence, memory, and healing.

Theme of Trauma and Memory
One of the central themes is the enduring trauma caused by genocide. The farming of bones portrays
how survivors carry the psychological scars of violence and loss. Memory is depicted as both a burden
and a means of preserving identity, underscoring the importance of bearing witness to atrocities.

Ethnic Identity and Conflict
The novel examines the destructive power of ethnic divisions, illustrating how constructed identities
can be manipulated to justify violence. Through its characters, the farming of bones reveals the
complexities of identity in a world fractured by prejudice and hatred.

Survival and Resilience
Despite the overwhelming brutality, the farming of bones emphasizes human resilience and the will to
survive. Amadou’s journey reflects the strength required to endure and the hope for a future beyond
suffering.

Symbolism in the Novel
Symbolic elements such as bones, farming, and natural imagery are employed throughout the novel
to deepen its meaning:

Bones: Represent death, memory, and the remnants of past violence.

Farming: Symbolizes both the cultivation of life and the cyclical nature of violence and healing.

Natural Elements: Reflect the contrast between the beauty of the land and the horror inflicted
upon its people.



Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Joyce Carol Oates employs a sophisticated literary style in the farming of bones, combining poetic
language with stark realism. The novel’s narrative techniques enhance its emotional resonance and
thematic depth, making it a compelling work of historical fiction.

Point of View and Narrative Structure
The farming of bones is narrated primarily through Amadou’s perspective, providing an intimate and
subjective view of the events. This first-person narration allows readers to engage deeply with the
protagonist’s thoughts and emotions. The structure interweaves past and present, memory and
immediate experience, creating a layered and immersive narrative.

Use of Imagery and Symbolism
Oates utilizes vivid imagery and symbolism to convey complex themes and emotions. The contrast
between beauty and brutality is a recurring motif, highlighting the tension between life and death.
The sensory descriptions evoke a strong sense of place and atmosphere, grounding the story in its
Rwandan setting.

Language and Tone
The language in the farming of bones is carefully crafted to balance poetic expression with the harsh
realities of genocide. The tone shifts between reflective, mournful, and urgent, mirroring the
emotional journey of the protagonist and the gravity of the subject matter.

Critical Reception and Impact
Upon publication, the farming of bones received critical acclaim for its powerful portrayal of genocide
and its nuanced exploration of trauma and identity. Scholars and critics praised Joyce Carol Oates for
her meticulous research and compassionate storytelling. The novel has been recognized as a
significant contribution to literature addressing human rights and historical memory.

Scholarly Analysis
Academics have analyzed the farming of bones in the context of postcolonial literature, trauma
studies, and genocide representation. It is often cited for its ethical approach to depicting mass
violence and for fostering empathy and understanding through fiction.

Awards and Recognition
The novel garnered several literary awards and nominations, highlighting its artistic merit and social
relevance. Its inclusion in university curricula underscores its importance as a teaching tool for



history, literature, and human rights education.

Influence on Genocide Literature
The farming of bones has influenced subsequent works that address genocide and mass violence. Its
blend of historical accuracy and emotional depth sets a standard for novels seeking to illuminate dark
chapters of history while honoring survivors’ experiences.

Relevance in Modern Discussions of Genocide
The farming of bones remains highly relevant in contemporary discourse surrounding genocide
prevention, reconciliation, and memory. Its exploration of the psychological and social aftermath of
mass violence contributes to ongoing efforts to understand and address the consequences of such
crimes against humanity.

Educational Importance
The novel is widely used in educational settings to teach about the Rwandan genocide and the
broader issues of ethnic conflict and human rights violations. It encourages critical reflection on the
causes and effects of genocide and the responsibilities of individuals and societies.

Contributions to Awareness and Remembrance
By humanizing the victims and survivors, the farming of bones aids in preserving the memory of the
genocide and promoting awareness. Literature like this plays a vital role in combating denial and
fostering a culture of remembrance and prevention.

Implications for Healing and Reconciliation
The themes of trauma, memory, and resilience explored in the novel offer insights into the processes
of healing and reconciliation after mass violence. The farming of bones highlights the necessity of
confronting painful histories to build a more just and peaceful future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Farming of Bones' about?
'The Farming of Bones' is a historical novel by Edwidge Danticat that explores the 1937 massacre of
Haitians living in the Dominican Republic, focusing on themes of memory, trauma, and identity.



Who is the author of 'The Farming of Bones'?
The author of 'The Farming of Bones' is Edwidge Danticat, a Haitian-American writer known for her
works addressing Haitian history and diaspora experiences.

What historical event does 'The Farming of Bones' depict?
The novel depicts the Parsley Massacre of 1937, when the Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo ordered
the mass killing of Haitians living in the Dominican Republic.

What are the main themes in 'The Farming of Bones'?
Key themes include memory and trauma, identity and displacement, love and loss, and the brutal
legacy of colonialism and racism.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Farming of Bones'?
The protagonist is Amabelle Desir, a Haitian woman working as a housemaid in the Dominican
Republic who survives the massacre and struggles with its aftermath.

How does Edwidge Danticat portray the relationship between
Haiti and the Dominican Republic in the novel?
Danticat portrays a complex and often violent relationship marked by cultural tension, historical
grievances, and the impact of political oppression.

Why is 'The Farming of Bones' considered an important work
in Caribbean literature?
It sheds light on a lesser-known historical atrocity, giving voice to marginalized communities and
exploring themes of identity, memory, and resilience in the Caribbean context.

Has 'The Farming of Bones' received any notable awards or
recognition?
Yes, the novel has received critical acclaim and was a finalist for the National Book Award in 1998.

What literary techniques does Edwidge Danticat use in 'The
Farming of Bones'?
Danticat employs vivid imagery, multiple perspectives, poetic language, and flashbacks to convey the
emotional depth and historical complexity of the story.



Additional Resources
1. The Farming of Bones by Edwidge Danticat
This historical novel explores the 1937 Parsley Massacre in the Dominican Republic through the eyes
of a Haitian woman named Amabelle. It delves into themes of memory, trauma, and survival as
Amabelle grapples with the violent events that shaped her life. The narrative provides a poignant look
at the complexities of identity and cultural conflict.

2. The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
While not directly about farming of bones, this novel deals with the impact of colonialism and cultural
clashes in Africa. It follows a missionary family whose lives are irrevocably changed by their
experiences in the Congo. The book explores themes of power, oppression, and the consequences of
imposing one’s beliefs on others.

3. Harvest of Empire by Juan González
This non-fiction book examines the history of Latin American immigration to the United States,
touching upon the economic and political factors that drive migration. It provides context for
understanding the struggles of Haitian workers and others who have faced exploitation in agricultural
industries. The book is a critical resource for understanding labor and identity in the Americas.

4. The Bone Season by Samantha Shannon
A fantasy novel set in a dystopian future where clairvoyants are hunted and enslaved. Though
thematically different, it metaphorically explores control over bodies and the fight for freedom. The
narrative intertwines themes of power, resistance, and the human spirit’s resilience.

5. Fields of Fire by James Webb
An intense war novel that captures the brutal experience of soldiers in the Vietnam War. It connects
to themes of survival and the human cost of conflict, paralleling the violence and trauma depicted in
The Farming of Bones. The raw depiction of warfare highlights the physical and emotional scars borne
by individuals.

6. Bone Black: Memories of Girlhood by bell hooks
This memoir explores the author’s experiences growing up in the segregated South. It touches upon
themes of race, identity, and resilience in the face of systemic oppression. The book provides a
personal perspective on how history and trauma shape individual lives.

7. The Harvest by Robert Charles Wilson
A science fiction novel that explores environmental and ethical questions surrounding agriculture and
biotechnology. It raises questions about exploitation and survival in a changing world. The narrative
challenges readers to consider the consequences of humanity’s intervention in nature.

8. Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan
This novel delves into family history, cultural identity, and the healing power of storytelling. It
connects with The Farming of Bones through its exploration of memory and the impact of past
traumas across generations. The story highlights the complexities of mother-daughter relationships
and cultural heritage.

9. American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
A gripping novel about migration, survival, and the search for safety after tragedy strikes a Mexican
family. It reflects on the themes of violence, displacement, and resilience that resonate with the
experiences depicted in The Farming of Bones. The book brings attention to contemporary issues



faced by migrants in the Americas.
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  the farming of bones: The Farming of Bones Edwidge Danticat, 1998 From the acclaimed
author of Krik? Krak!. 1937: On the Dominican side of the Haiti border, Amabelle, a maid to the
young wife of an army colonel falls in love with sugarcane cutter Sebastien. She longs to become his
wife and walk into their future. Instead, terror unfolds them. But the story does not end here: it
begins.
  the farming of bones: A Study Guide for Edwidge Danticat's "The Farming of Bones" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016
  the farming of bones: The Farming of Bones Edwidge Danticat, 1999 Memorializing the
forgotten victims of ethnic cleansing in Haiti in the 1930s, this novel revolves around a Haitian-born
servant girl and her lover, an itinerant sugarcane cutter, as they struggle against the violence.
  the farming of bones: Dreams and Death Become Reality in Edwidge Danticat's the Farming of
Bones Prudence Layne, 1999
  the farming of bones: A Study Guide for Edwidge Danticat's "The Farming of Bones"
Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25
  the farming of bones: Farming of Bones Edwidge Danticat, 1999-09-01 In 1937, on the
Dominican side of the Haitian border, Amabelle, an orphaned maid to an army colonel's wife, falls in
love with Sebastien, an itinerant sugarcane cutter, but their relationship is threatened by the violent
persecution of the Haitians
  the farming of bones: Migrant Revolutions Valerie Kaussen, 2008-01-01 Migrant
Revolutions: Haitian Literature, Globalization, and U.S. Imperialism interprets Haitian literature in a
transnational context of anti-colonial--and anti-globalization--politics. Positing a materialist and
historicized account of Haitian literary modernity, it traces the themes of slavery, labor migration,
diaspora, and revolution in works by Jacques Roumain, Marie Chauvet, Edwidge Danticat, and
others. Author Valerie Kaussen argues that the sociocultural effects of U.S. imperialism have
renewed and expanded the relevance of the universal political ideals that informed Haiti's
eighteenth-century slave revolt and war of decolonization. Finally, Migrant Revolutions defines
Haitian literary modernity as located at the forefront of the struggles against transnational empire
and global colonialism.
  the farming of bones: Aftermaths Marcus Paul Bullock, Peter Yoonsuk Paik, 2009 Aftermaths
is a collection of essays offering compelling new ideas on exile, migration, and diaspora that have
emerged in the global age. In seeking fresh perspectives on the movement of people and ideas, the
essays included here look to the power of the aesthetic experience, especially in literature and film,
to unsettle existing theoretical paradigms and enable the rethinking of conventionalized approaches
  the farming of bones: Theoretical Perspectives on Human Rights and Literature Elizabeth
Swanson Goldberg, Alexandra Schultheis Moore, 2013-03 What can literary theory reveal about
discourses and practices of human rights, and how can human rights frameworks help to make sense
of literature? How have human rights concerns shaped the literary marketplace, and how can
literature impact human rights concerns? Essays in this volume theorize how both literature and
reading literarily can shape understanding of human rights in productive ways. Contributors to
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Theoretical Perspectives on Human Rights and Literature provide a shared history of modern
literature and rights; theorize how trauma, ethics, subjectivity, and witnessing shape
representations of human rights violations and claims in literary texts across a range of genres
(including poetry, the novel, graphic narrative, short story, testimonial, and religious fables); and
consider a range of civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights and their representations.
The authors reflect on the imperial and colonial histories of human rights as well as the cynical
mobilization of human rights discourses in the name of war, violence, and repression; at the same
time, they take seriously Gayatri Spivak’s exhortation that human rights is something that we cannot
not want, exploring the central function of storytelling at the heart of all human rights claims,
discourses, and policies.
  the farming of bones: Edwidge Danticat Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2022-06-06 A comet in the
mounting firmament of third-world, non-white, female writers, Edwidge Danticat stands apart. An
accomplished trilingual children's and YA author, she is also an activist, op-ed and cinema writer,
and keynote speaker. Much of her work introduces the world to the cultural uniqueness of Haiti, the
first black republic, and the elements of African heritage, language, and Vodou that continue to color
all aspects of the island's art and self-expression. This companion provides an in-depth look into the
world and writings of Danticat through A-Z entries. These entries cover both her works and the
prevalent themes of her writing, including colonialism, slavery, superstition, adaptation, dreams and
coming of age. It also provides a biography of Danticat, a list of 32 aphorisms from her fiction, a
guide to the names and histories of the real places in her fiction, lesson planning aids, and a robust
glossary offering translations and definitions for the many Creole, French, Japanese, Latin, Spanish,
and Taino terms in Danticat's writing.
  the farming of bones: Memory and the Archival Turn in Caribbean Literature and
Culture Marta Fernández Campa, 2023-04-15 This book discusses an archival turn in the work of
contemporary Caribbean writers and visual artists across linguistic locations and whose work
engages critically with various historical narratives and colonial and postcolonial records. This
refiguration opens a critical space and retells stories and histories previously occluded in/by those
records, and in spaces of the public sphere. Through poetics and aesthetics of fragmentation largely
influenced by music and popular culture, their work encourages contrapuntal ways of (re)thinking
histories; ways that interrogate the influence of colonial narratives in processes of silencing but also
centre the knowledge found in oral histories and other forms of artistic archives outside official
repositories. Discussing literature and selected artwork by artists from Britain, Cuba, the Dominican
Republic, Haiti, Puerto Rico, and Trinidad and Tobago, Memory and the Archival Turn in Caribbean
Literature and Culture demonstrates the historiographical significance of artistic and cultural
production.
  the farming of bones: The Bloomsbury Handbook to Edwidge Danticat Jana Evans Braziel,
Nadège T. Clitandre, 2021-01-28 Edwidge Danticat's prolific body of work has established her as one
of the most important voices in 21st-century literary culture. Across such novels as Breath, Eyes,
Memory, Farming the Bones and short story collections such as Krik? Krak! and most recently
Everything Inside, essays, and writing for children, the Haitian-American writer has throughout her
oeuvre tackled important contemporary themes including racism, imperialism, anti-immigrant
politics, and sexual violence. With chapters written by leading and emerging international scholars,
this is the most up-to-date and in-depth reference guide to 21st-century scholarship on Edwidge
Danticat's work. The Bloomsbury Handbook to Edwidge Danticat covers such topics as: · The full
range of Danticat's writing from her novels and short stories to essays, life writing and writing for
children and young adults. · Major interdisciplinary scholarly perspectives including from
establishing fields fields of literary studies, Caribbean Studies Political Science, Latin American
Studies, feminist and gender studies, African Diaspora Studies, , and emerging fields such as
Environmental Studies. · Danticat's literary sources and influences from Haitian authors such as
Marie Chauvet, Jacques Roumain and Jacques-Stéphen Alexis to African American authors like Zora
Neale Hurston, Toni Morrison, and Caribbean American writers Audre Lorde to Paule Marshall. ·



Known and unknown Historical moments in experiences of slavery and imperialism, the consequence
of internal and external migration, and the formation of diasporic communities The book also
includes a comprehensive bibliography of Danticat's work and key works of secondary criticism, and
an interview with the author, as well as and essays by Danticat herself.
  the farming of bones: Representing and (De)Constructing Borderlands Weronika
Łaszkiewicz, Grzegorz Moroz, Jacek Partyka, 2016-02-08 This volume stems from the assumption
that broadly-understood borderlands, as well as peripheries, provinces or uttermost ends of different
kinds, are abodes of significant culture-generating forces. From the academic point of view, their
undeniable appeal lies in the fact that they constitute spaces of mutual interactions and enable new
cultural phenomena to surface, grow or decline, and, as such, are worth thorough and constant
scrutiny. However, they also provide the setting for radical clashes between ideologies, languages,
religions, customs, and, as the media report every single day, armies or guerrilla units. Living within
such areas of creative dynamics and destructive friction (or visiting them, even vicariously as the
contributors to the volume do) is tantamount to exposing oneself to a difference. One’s response to
this difference – either in the form of rejection or, more preferably, acceptance (or a mixture of both)
– is not merely an index of one’s tolerance (a platitudinised term itself that all too often hides an
attitude of comfortable indifference), but an affirmation of humaneness. Borderlands are
paradoxical, if not aporetic, loci. They simultaneously connote territories on either side of a border,
in a literal sense, and a vague, intermediate state or region, in a metaphorical sense. Encapsulating
the idea of border, the term indicates both inescapable nearness and unavoidable (or perhaps
unbridgeable) separateness. The studies included in the volume focus on various aspects of
borderland art and literature, on analyses of selected works, and on the peculiarities of cultural and
literary representations. Thus, the borderland landscape, both literal and metaphorical, comes to be
seen as a factor contributing to the emergence of new, distinct and identifiable themes and motifs,
as well as theoretical frameworks.
  the farming of bones: Writing Memory and Revising History in Edwidge Danticat's The
Farming of Bones Stephanie Alayne Moos, 2006
  the farming of bones: Hacking Classical Forms in Haitian Literature Tom Hawkins, 2023-10-31
This is the first book to study how Haitian authors – from independence in 1804 to the modern
Haitian diaspora – have adapted Greco-Roman material and harnessed it to Haiti’s legacy as the
world’s first anti-colonial nation-state. In nine chronologically organized chapters built around
individual Haitian authors, Hawkins takes readers on a journey through one strand of Haitian
literary history that draws on material from ancient Greece and Rome. This cross-disciplinary
exploration is composed in a way that invites all readers to discover a rich and exciting cultural
exchange that foregrounds the variety of ways that Haitian authors have ‘hacked classical forms’ as
part of their creative process. Students of ancient Mediterranean cultures will learn about a branch
of the Greco-Roman legacy that has never been deeply explored. Experts in Caribbean culture will
find a robust register of Haitian literature that will enrich familiar texts. And those interested in
anti-colonial movements will encounter a host of examples of artists creatively engaging with literary
monuments from the past in ways that always keep the Haitian experience in central focus. Written
in a broadly accessible style, Hacking Classical Forms in Haitian Literature appeals to anyone
interested in Haiti, Haitian literature and history, anti-colonial literature, or classical reception
studies.
  the farming of bones: Exile and Post-1946 Haitian Literature Martin Munro, ADA Belle
Winthrop-King Professor of French Martin Munro, 2007-01-01 Haitian writing is one of the richest
literary traditions in the Americas, and yet is little known outside of Haiti. This book is an
introduction to this literature, focusing on the period from 1946 to the present, a time in which exile
has become the dominant theme in Haitian writing. Reading post-1946 Haitian writing as a
literature of exile, the chapters analyze key novels by the most important figures of each generation:
Jacques-Stephen Alexis, René Depestre, Émile Ollivier, Dany Laferrière, and Edwidge Danticat. The
emphasis is on close, detailed readings, and on understanding the particu.



  the farming of bones: The Border of Lights Reader Megan Jeanette Myers, Edward Paulino,
2021-07-23 Border of Lights, a volunteer collective, returns each October to Dominican-Haitian
border towns to bear witness to the 1937 Haitian Massacre ordered by Dominican dictator Rafael
Leónidas Trujillo. This crime against humanity has never been acknowledged by the Dominican
government and no memorial exists for its victims. A multimodal, multi-vocal space for activists,
artists, scholars, and others connected to the BOL movement, The Border of Lights Reader provides
an alternative to the dominant narrative that positions Dominicans and Haitians as eternal
adversaries and ignores cross-border and collaborative histories. This innovative anthology asks
large-scale, universal questions regarding historical memory and revisionism that countries around
the world grapple with today. By bringing together in one volume poetry, visual arts, literary
analysis, in-depth interviews and historical analysis this volume will provide its readers with a
comprehensive view of the causes and the aftermath of the massacre. —Ramón Antonio
Victoriano-Martínez, University of British Columbia Contributions by Julia Alvarez, Amanda
Alcántara, DeAndra Beard, Nancy Betances, Jésula Blanc, Matías Bosch Carcuro, Cynthia Carrión,
Raj Chetty, Catherine DeLaura, Magaly Colimon, Juan Colón, Robin Maria DeLugan, Lauren Derby,
Rosa Iris Diendomi Álvarez, Polibio Díaz, Rana Dotson, Rita Dove, Rhina P. Espaillat, Maria Cristina
Fumagalli, Saudi García, Scherezade García, Juan Carlos González Díaz, Kiran C. Jayaram, Pierre
Michel Jean, Nehanda Loiseau Julot, Jake Kheel, Carlos Alomia Kollegger, Jackson Lorrain “Jhonny
Rivas”, Radio Marién, Padre Regino Martínez Bretón, Sophie Maríñez, April J. Mayes, Jasminne
Mendez, Komedi Mikal PGNE, Osiris Mosquea, Megan Jeanette Myers, Rebecca Osborne, Ana
Ozuna, Edward Paulino, John Presimé, Laura Ramos, Amaury Rodríguez, Doña Carmen Rodríguez de
Paulino, The DREAM Project, Silvio Torres-Saillant, Ilses Toribio, Deisy Toussaint, Évelyne Trouillot,
Richard Turits, William Vazquez, Chiqui Vicioso, Bridget Wooding, and Óscar Zazo.
  the farming of bones: Doubled Plots Susan Strehle Mary Paniccia Carden, 2009-09-28 In art,
myth, and popular culture, romance is connected with the realm of emotions, private thought, and
sentimentality. History, its counterpart, is the seemingly objective compendium of public fact. In
theory, the two genres are diametrically opposed, offering widely divergent views of human
experience. In this collection of essays, however, the writers challenge these basic assumptions and
consider the two as parallel and as reflections of each other. Looking closely at specific narratives,
they argue that romance and history share expectations and purposes and create the metaphors that
can either hold cultures and institutions together or drive them apart. The writers explore the
internal contradictions of both genres, as seen in works in which the elements of both romance and
history are present. The theme that flows throughout this collection is that romance literature and
art frequently engage with or comment on actual historical events or histories. Included among the
contributions are discussions of romance and race in James Fenimore Cooper's The Last of the
Mohicans, the Rudolph Valentino film classic The Sheik, the series of English Regency Romance
novels, the constructs of love and history in two of Alice McDermott's novels, and a feminist reading
of African American women's historical romances. Moreover, the essays approach romance and
history from a variety of critical and political perspectives and examine a wide selection of romances
from the 1800s to contemporary times. They look at bestsellers and literary classics, at texts by and
for white audiences, and at works created by writers on the margins of Western culture. The
anthology is a radical approach to romance, a genre often dismissed as diversionary and reactionary.
It explores how well this genre serves for critical examinations of history.
  the farming of bones: From Shadow to Presence Jelena Šesnić, 2007 This volume departs from
a more static concept of identity politics to engage the varied and entangled processes of
ethnic/racial, national, and gender identifications in a range of contemporary US ethnic texts (from
the mid-1960s to the mid-1990s). Recognizing the growing salience of variously named ethnic,
multicultural, and minority literatures as they are produced and circulated in the USA and
worldwide nowadays, this work charts four broadly defined models of approaching such texts:
cultural nationalism, ethnic feminism, borderlands and contact zones, and finally, the diasporic
model. Drawing extensively on psychoanalytic theory, feminist/gender studies, critical race theory,



postcolonial theory, and its revision of ethnography, the book offers a fresh, engaged, theoretically,
and analytically well-rehearsed overview of the distinctive and determining features of a rapidly
expanding domain of contemporary US literary production, namely, ethnic literatures. Of potential
interest to scholars of American/US literature, but also minority and postcolonial literatures, and to
students of American literature, the book attempts an interethnic comparative approach to well- and
lesser-known texts. Among the authors represented are Shawn Wong, Oscar Zeta Acosta, Toni
Morrison, Maxine Hong Kingston, Sherman Alexie, Denise Chávez, Rolando Hinojosa, Roberto
Fernández and Edwidge Danticat.
  the farming of bones: Approaches to Teaching the Works of Edwidge Danticat Celucien
Joseph, Suchismita Banerjee, Marvin Hobson, Danny Hoey, Jr., 2019-09-20 Providing an intellectual
interpretation to the work of Edwidge Danticat, this new edited collection provides a pedagogical
approach to teach and interpret her body of work in undergraduate and graduate classrooms.
Approaches to Teaching the Works of Edwidge Danticat starts out by exploring diasporic categories
and postcolonial themes such as gender constructs, cultural nationalism, cultural and communal
identity, and moves to investigate Danticat’s human rights activism, the immigrant experience, the
relationship between the particular and the universal, and the violence of hegemony and imperialism
in relationship with society, family, and community. The Editors of the collection have carefully
compiled works that show how Danticat’s writings may help in building more compassionate and
relational human communities that are grounded on the imperative of human dignity, respect,
inclusion, and peace.
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