the great code northrop frye

the great code northrop frye represents a seminal work in literary criticism and theory,
authored by the renowned Canadian critic Northrop Frye. This influential book explores the
underlying structures and archetypes that define Western literature, positing that a single,
unifying "great code" governs the narrative patterns found across various texts and genres.
Frye’s innovative approach to literature emphasizes mythic structures, symbolism, and the
interconnectedness of literary works, establishing a framework for understanding literature
beyond mere historical or biographical contexts. This article delves into the core concepts
of The Great Code, its impact on literary studies, and the critical perspectives that have
evolved around Frye’s theories. Readers will gain insight into how Frye’s ideas continue to
influence contemporary literary analysis and the study of biblical and mythological themes
within literature. The following sections provide an in-depth exploration of the book’s
themes, Frye’'s methodology, and the lasting legacy of The Great Code Northrop Frye.
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Overview of The Great Code Northrop Frye

The Great Code Northrop Frye, published in 1982, is a profound exploration of the Bible as
literature and its pervasive influence on Western cultural and literary traditions. Frye
approaches the Bible not as a religious text but as a foundational literary work that shapes
narrative forms and symbolic language. The book argues that the Bible functions as a
“great code” - a master narrative that informs the myths, stories, and literary archetypes
found throughout Western literature. Frye’s analysis spans a wide range of biblical texts,
interpreting them through the lens of literary theory and myth criticism.

Context and Background

Northrop Frye, already established as a leading literary critic with his earlier works such as
Anatomy of Criticism, turned his attention to the Bible to uncover the deep structures that
underpin Western storytelling. The Great Code reflects Frye’'s lifelong interest in
archetypes, myth, and the symbolic dimensions of literature. His approach in this book
combines elements of structuralism, mythology, and literary history, positioning the Bible
as a central cultural text that transcends religious boundaries.



Structure of the Book

The Great Code is organized into several key sections, each addressing different aspects of
biblical literature and its implications for literary criticism. Frye examines the poetic and
narrative forms within the Bible, the role of prophecy and apocalypse, and the symbolic
seasons that correspond to different literary modes. This structure allows readers to
understand how biblical imagery and themes permeate various genres and eras of
literature.

Central Themes and Concepts

At the heart of The Great Code Northrop Frye are several essential themes and literary
concepts. Frye’s work elucidates the relationship between myth, literature, and culture,
emphasizing the Bible’s role as a source of enduring archetypes. His analysis reveals how
biblical motifs operate as a “code” that writers and readers unconsciously reference and
interpret.

The Mythical Framework

Frye posits that the Bible contains a cyclical mythic framework that mirrors the natural and
spiritual cycles of life. This framework is often described through the four seasons—spring,
summer, autumn, and winter—which correspond to different narrative modes such as
comedy, romance, tragedy, and irony or satire. These symbolic seasons serve as a guide to
understanding the progression and transformation of stories within the biblical text and
beyond.

Archetypes and Symbolism

One of Frye’'s key contributions in The Great Code is his detailed exploration of
archetypes—universal symbols and motifs that recur across cultures and literary traditions.
He demonstrates how biblical archetypes such as the hero, the prophet, the exile, and the
redeemer provide a template for characters and narratives throughout Western literature.
Symbolism, especially related to light and darkness, water, and the wilderness, is also
central to Frye’s interpretation.

The Bible as a Literary Master Code

Frye argues that the Bible functions as a “master code” for interpreting other literary works.
This concept suggests that understanding the Bible’s narrative structures and symbols is
crucial for grasping the deeper meanings embedded in a wide array of texts. The Great
Code emphasizes the intertextuality between biblical literature and secular narratives,
showing how the Bible’s influence shapes both form and content.



Frye's Methodology and Literary Criticism

The Great Code Northrop Frye employs a distinctive methodological approach that
integrates literary criticism, mythology, and structuralism. Frye's analytical techniques
focus on uncovering the underlying patterns and structures that govern literary texts, with
an emphasis on symbolic and archetypal analysis.

Structuralist Influences

Frye’s work is heavily influenced by structuralist theory, which seeks to identify the
fundamental systems that organize narratives. In The Great Code, he applies structuralist
principles to biblical literature, revealing how its stories conform to recognizable patterns
that resonate with human experience. This approach allows Frye to move beyond surface-
level interpretations and engage with the deep grammar of literature.

Myth Criticism

Myth criticism plays a central role in Frye’s methodology. He views myths as foundational
narratives that encode cultural values and existential truths. The Great Code examines
biblical myths as archetypal stories that inform not only religious thought but also literary
creativity. By interpreting the Bible mythically, Frye bridges the gap between sacred texts
and secular literature.

Interdisciplinary Approach

Frye's approach in The Great Code is interdisciplinary, drawing on theology, history,
anthropology, and literary studies. This broad perspective enables a comprehensive
understanding of the Bible's literary significance and its impact on Western culture. Frye’s
scholarship exemplifies how literary criticism can engage with diverse fields to illuminate
complex texts.

Impact and Influence on Literary Studies

The Great Code Northrop Frye has had a lasting impact on the field of literary criticism and
the study of biblical literature. Its insights have shaped how scholars approach the Bible as
a literary artifact and how they understand the cultural transmission of myths and
archetypes.

Shaping Biblical Literary Criticism

Frye’'s work helped establish biblical literature as a legitimate subject of literary analysis. By
treating the Bible as a text governed by literary conventions and archetypes, The Great
Code opened new avenues for criticism that move beyond doctrinal or theological readings.
This shift has influenced subsequent scholars in both literary and religious studies.



Influence on Narrative Theory

The concept of a “great code” as a unifying narrative system has informed narrative theory
and the study of myth in literature. Frye’'s emphasis on cyclical patterns and archetypes
resonates with theorists who explore the universal structures underlying storytelling. His
ideas contribute to understanding how narratives function psychologically and culturally.

Legacy in Contemporary Scholarship

The Great Code continues to be a reference point for scholars interested in the
intersections of literature, mythology, and religion. Its interdisciplinary approach and
theoretical innovations inspire ongoing research into the symbolic and structural
dimensions of texts. Frye’s legacy endures through the continued relevance of his critical
framework.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Perspectives

The Great Code Northrop Frye has been met with both acclaim and critique within academic
circles. Scholars have praised its originality and depth while also debating aspects of Frye’s
methodology and conclusions.

Positive Evaluations

Many critics commend Frye for his comprehensive and systematic approach to biblical
literature. His ability to synthesize myth criticism, structuralism, and literary history is often
highlighted as a major strength. The Great Code is recognized for expanding the scope of
literary criticism and enriching the understanding of Western literary heritage.

Criticisms and Debates

Some scholars challenge Frye’s universalizing tendencies, arguing that his archetypal
framework may overlook cultural and historical specificities. Others question the extent to
which the Bible can be separated from its religious significance in literary analysis. These
debates contribute to a dynamic discourse around the interpretation of sacred texts.

Ongoing Scholarly Engagement

The Great Code remains a subject of scholarly discussion and reinterpretation.
Contemporary critics continue to engage with Frye’s ideas, testing their applicability to new
literary contexts and theoretical paradigms. This ongoing engagement underscores the
enduring importance of Frye’s contribution to literary studies.



Key Takeaways from The Great Code Northrop
Frye

e The Bible is approached as a foundational literary text influencing Western narratives.
e Frye identifies cyclical mythic structures symbolized by the four seasons.

e Archetypes and symbolism play a central role in literary interpretation.

e The concept of a “great code” unifies diverse literary works across history.

e Frye’s interdisciplinary and structuralist methodology advances literary criticism.

e The Great Code has significantly influenced biblical literary criticism and narrative
theory.

e Scholarly reception balances praise with critical debate on methodology and scope.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Northrop Frye and what is he known for?

Northrop Frye was a Canadian literary critic and theorist, best known for his work on literary
archetypes and myth criticism. He is considered one of the most influential literary critics of
the 20th century.

What is 'The Great Code' by Northrop Frye about?

'The Great Code: The Bible and Literature' is a book by Northrop Frye that explores the
influence of the Bible on Western literature. Frye analyzes biblical themes, symbols, and
narratives and their impact on literary works.

Why is 'The Great Code' significant in literary studies?

‘The Great Code' is significant because it offers a comprehensive framework for
understanding the Bible's role in shaping literary traditions and cultural narratives,
highlighting its enduring influence on Western literature.

What are some key themes in 'The Great Code'?

Key themes include the relationship between literature and the Bible, archetypes and
myths derived from biblical stories, and the interpretation of biblical texts as a foundational
code for Western literary imagination.



How does Northrop Frye interpret the Bible in 'The
Great Code'?

Frye interprets the Bible not just as a religious text but as a complex literary work that
contains symbolic codes and archetypes that have profoundly influenced literature and
culture.

What is the 'Great Code' concept according to Frye?

The 'Great Code' refers to the Bible as a master literary text that encodes essential human
experiences and archetypes, serving as a foundational reference point for much of Western
literature and art.

How does 'The Great Code' relate to Frye's other works?

‘The Great Code' builds on Frye's theories from works like 'Anatomy of Criticism,' further
developing his ideas about myth, archetype, and the structure of literary narratives with a
focus on biblical influences.

Can 'The Great Code' be useful for non-religious
readers?

Yes, 'The Great Code' offers insights into literature and culture that are valuable regardless
of religious belief, helping readers understand the symbolic and archetypal significance of
biblical stories in Western art and literature.

Where can one find a copy of 'The Great Code’' by
Northrop Frye?

'The Great Code' is available in major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and
academic libraries. It is also sometimes found in digital formats or as part of collections of
Frye's critical works.

Additional Resources

1. Northrop Frye and the Great Code: Exploring Literary Archetypes

This book delves into Northrop Frye’s concept of the “Great Code,” a framework that seeks
to uncover the underlying mythological and archetypal structures present in literature. It
examines how Frye’s theories connect various literary works through common symbolic
codes, highlighting the cyclical nature of storytelling. The text also discusses Frye's impact
on literary criticism and the study of narrative patterns.

2. The Great Code Decoded: Northrop Frye’s Influence on Modern Literary Theory

Focusing on the legacy of Northrop Frye’s Great Code, this book analyzes its significance in
shaping contemporary literary criticism. It provides a comprehensive overview of Frye's key
ideas, including his taxonomy of literary genres and narrative modes. The author explores
how Frye’s work challenges traditional interpretations and encourages readers to recognize



deeper mythic structures.

3. Myth and Metaphor in Northrop Frye’s Great Code

This volume investigates the role of myth and metaphor within Frye’s Great Code,
emphasizing their function as foundational elements in literature. By tracing Frye’s
synthesis of mythological and literary analysis, the book illustrates how metaphors serve as
bridges between texts and cultural narratives. It also reflects on Frye’s contributions to
understanding the symbolic language of literature.

4. Mapping the Great Code: Northrop Frye’s Literary Anatomy

An in-depth study of Frye’s methodical approach to literature, this book outlines the
structural “anatomy” of the Great Code. It breaks down Frye’s system into its essential
components, such as the seasons, genres, and narrative paradigms. Readers gain insight
into how Frye’s framework provides a map for interpreting the universal patterns
embedded in storytelling.

5. Northrop Frye’s Great Code and the Bible as Literature

This book explores Frye’s interpretation of the Bible through the lens of the Great Code,
treating biblical texts as literary works rich in symbolism and archetypes. It discusses Frye’s
unique approach to biblical criticism, which emphasizes narrative structure and mythic
cycles over doctrinal analysis. The work highlights the intersection of literary theory and
theology in Frye’s scholarship.

6. Archetypes and the Great Code: Frye’s Vision of Literary Universality

Focusing on Frye’s use of archetypes, this book examines how the Great Code reveals
universal patterns that transcend cultural and historical boundaries. It analyzes Frye’s
categorization of archetypal characters and plots, demonstrating their recurring presence
across diverse literatures. The text serves as a guide to understanding Frye’s vision of
literature as a shared human experience.

7. Northrop Frye and the Structure of Myth: Understanding the Great Code

This study centers on Frye’s analysis of mythic structures within literature, as articulated in
the Great Code. It explores how Frye identifies recurring mythic themes and their
transformation across genres and historical periods. The book also considers Frye’s
influence on myth criticism and the broader field of literary studies.

8. The Great Code Revisited: Contemporary Perspectives on Northrop Frye

Providing a modern reevaluation of Frye’s Great Code, this collection of essays brings
together contemporary scholars who assess the relevance of Frye’s theories today. It
addresses critiques, adaptations, and new applications of Frye’s ideas in the context of
21st-century literary theory. The volume highlights ongoing debates about the universality
and limitations of the Great Code.

9. Beyond the Great Code: Northrop Frye’s Legacy in Literary Criticism

This book traces the enduring impact of Northrop Frye’s Great Code on subsequent
generations of literary critics and theorists. It explores how Frye’s concepts have been
expanded, challenged, or integrated into various critical frameworks. The narrative
underscores Frye’s role in shaping the intellectual landscape of literary studies and his
continuing influence.
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the great code northrop frye: The Great Code Northrop Frye, 2006-01-01 Considered by many
to be Northrop Frye's magnum opus, The Great Code (1982) reflects a lifetime of thinking about the
patterns and meanings of the Bible. In this new edition of The Great Code, Alvin A. Lee presents a
corrected and fully annotated version of Frye's text, as well as a comprehensive introduction to help
contextualize this important work and guide readers through its allusive passages. Lee's
introduction provides a synoptic account of the role of the Bible in Frye's intellectual and spiritual
odyssey, as well as a description of how The Great Code as a book came into existence, and an
introductory critique of the shape and meaning of the book's argument. The Great Code is culturally
allusive to a high degree. It takes much of its inspiration from the Bible itself, including a profusion
of biblical passages, but also from the author's extensive reading of a host of other texts from
ancient times until the late twentieth century. Lee's extensive annotation illustrates, beyond
question, that Frye's knowledge of the Bible and how it has worked in Western culture was at once
profound and visionary. This new edition not only re-presents Frye's text in a clear, correct, and fully
annotated form, it goes a long way in helping us understand the widespread scholarly and popular
reception that met this extraordinary and in some ways revolutionary book and how it can still be
richly rewarding for readers.

the great code northrop frye: The Great Code Northrop Frye, 1982 An examination of the
influence of the Bible on Western art and literature and on the Western creative imagination in
general. Frye persuasively presents the Bible as a unique text distinct from all other epics and
sacred writings. No one has set forth so clearly, so subtly, or with such cogent energy as Frye the
literary aspect of our biblical heritage (New York Times Book Review). Indices.

the great code northrop frye: Great Code Penguin Modern Classics Edition Northrop Frye,
2007-07-31 Canada's world-renowned critic and scholar examines the Bible as the single most
important influence in the imaginative tradition of Western art and literature.

the great code northrop frye: Collected Works of Northrop Frye: The great code: the
Bible and literature Northrop Frye, 1996

the great code northrop frye: The Great Code Northrop Frye, 2014-08-19 World-renowned
critic and scholar Northrop Frye examines the Bible as the single most important influence in the
imaginative tradition of Western art and literature. Frye rejects both the dogmatic and literal
interpretations while celebrating the uniqueness of the Bible as distinct from all other epics and
sacred texts. His highly original analysis shows the Bible as redeeming history with a visionary
poetic perspective that complements science in the understanding of man’s nature.

the great code northrop frye: Collected Works of Northrop Frye: Great code: the Bible and
literature Northrop Frye, 1996

the great code northrop frye: The Mythopoeic Code of Tolkien Jyrki Korpua, 2021-05-20 ]J.
R. R. Tolkien is arguably the most influential fantasy writer of all time--his world building and epic
mythology have changed Western audiences' imaginations and the entire fantasy genre. This book is
the first wide-ranging Christian Platonic reading on Tolkien's fiction. This analysis, written for
scholars and general Tolkien enthusiasts alike, discusses how his fiction is constructed on levels of
language, myth and textuality that have a background in the Greek philosopher Plato's texts and
early Christian philosophy influenced by Plato. It discusses the concepts of ideal and real, creation
and existence, and fall and struggle as central elements of Tolkien's fiction, focusing on The Hobbit,



https://explore.gcts.edu/gacor1-26/Book?dataid=Uxp00-2870&title=the-great-code-northrop-frye.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-007/pdf?dataid=xff88-3759&title=business-for-sale-liquor-store.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-007/pdf?dataid=xff88-3759&title=business-for-sale-liquor-store.pdf

The Lord of the Rings, The Silmarillion and The History of Middle-earth. Reading Tolkien's fiction as
a depiction of ideal and real, from the vision of creation to the process of realization, illuminates a
part of Tolkien's aesthetics and mythology that previous studies have overlooked.

the great code northrop frye: The Secular Scripture Northrop Frye, 1976 Reassesses the
tradition and individual works of Western romance, from ancient Greece to the present, as
constituting an imaginative universe in which man, moving between the idyllic and demonic,
functions as a scriptural hero.

the great code northrop frye: Words with Power Northrop Frye, 1990 Frye continues his
exploration, begun in The Great Code, of the influence of Biblical themes and forms of expression on
Western literature, with discussions of authors ranging from Chaucer and Shakespeare to Yeats and
Eliot. Frye identifies four key elements found in the Bible-the mountain, the garden, the cave, and
the furnace-and describes how they recur in later secular writings. Indices.

the great code northrop frye: Words with Power Northrop Frye, 2008-01-01 Words with
Power is the crowning achievement of the latter half of Northrop Frye's career. Portions of the work
can be found in Frye's notebooks as far back as the mid-1960s when he had just finished Anatomy of
Criticism, and he completed the book shortly before his death in 1991. Beyond summing up his ideas
about the relation of the Bible to Western culture, Words with Power boldly confronts a host of
questions ranging from the relationship between literature and ideology to the real meaning of
words like 'spirit' and 'faith.' The first half of the 'double mirror' structure looks at the language in
which the Bible is written, arguing that it is identical to that of myth and metaphor. Frye suggests,
therefore, that given this characteristic, the Bible should be read imaginatively rather than
historically or doctrinally. However, he is also careful to point out the ways in which the Bible is
more than a conventional work of fiction. The second half is an astonishing tour de force in which
Frye demonstrates how both the Bible and literature revolve around four primary concerns of human
life. This edition goes beyond the original in its documentation of Frye's dazzlingly encyclopedic
range of reference. Profound and searching, Words with Power is perhaps the most daring book of
Frye's career and one of the most exciting.

the great code northrop frye: Tracing the Jerusalem Code Kristin B. Aavitsland, Line M.
Bonde, 2021-04-19 With the aim to write the history of Christianity in Scandinavia with Jerusalem as
a lens, this book investigates the image - or rather the imagination - of Jerusalem in the religious,
political, and artistic cultures of Scandinavia through most of the second millennium. Jerusalem is
conceived as a code to Christian cultures in Scandinavia. The first volume is dealing with the
different notions of Jerusalem in the Middle Ages. Tracing the Jerusalem Code in three volumes
Volume 1: The Holy City Christian Cultures in Medieval Scandinavia (ca. 1100-1536) Volume 2: The
Chosen People Christian Cultures in Early Modern Scandinavia (1536-ca. 1750) Volume 3: The
Promised Land Christian Cultures in Modern Scandinavia (ca. 1750-ca. 1920)

the great code northrop frye: Tracing the Jerusalem Code Ragnhild Johnsrud Zorgati, Anna
Bohlin, 2021-05-10 With the aim to write the history of Christianity in Scandinavia with Jerusalem as
a lens, this book investigates the image - or rather the imagination - of Jerusalem in the religious,
political, and artistic cultures of Scandinavia through most of the second millennium. Volume 3
analyses the impact of Jerusalem on Scandinavian Christianity from the middle of the 18. century in
a broad context. Tracing the Jerusalem Code in three volumes Volume 1: The Holy City Christian
Cultures in Medieval Scandinavia (ca. 1100-1536) Volume 2: The Chosen People Christian Cultures
in Early Modern Scandinavia (1536-ca. 1750) Volume 3: The Promised Land Christian Cultures in
Modern Scandinavia (ca. 1750-ca. 1920)

the great code northrop frye: Tracing the Jerusalem Code Eivor Andersen Oftestad, Joar
Haga, 2021-04-19 With the aim to write the history of Christianity in Scandinavia with Jerusalem as
a lens, this book investigates the image - or rather the imagination - of Jerusalem in the religious,
political, and artistic cultures of Scandinavia through most of the second millennium. Jerusalem is
conceived as a code, in this volume focussing on Jerusalem's impact on Protestantism and
Christianity in Early Modern Scandinavia. Tracing the Jerusalem Code in three volumes Volume 1:




The Holy City Christian Cultures in Medieval Scandinavia (ca. 1100-1536) Volume 2: The Chosen
People Christian Cultures in Early Modern Scandinavia (1536-ca. 1750) Volume 3: The Promised
Land Christian Cultures in Modern Scandinavia (ca. 1750-ca. 1920)

the great code northrop frye: Northrop Frye on Milton and Blake Northrop Frye, 2005-01-01
Angela Esterhammer, a student of Frye's in the 1980s, has provided annotation and an introduction
that demonstrates the poets' importance for Frye's literary and cultural criticism and provides a
twenty-first-century perspective on the legacy of his work.

the great code northrop frye: A Companion to Literary Theory David H. Richter,
2018-03-19 Introduces readers to the modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half
century A Companion to Literary Theory is a collection of 36 original essays, all by noted scholars in
their field, designed to introduce the modes and ideas of contemporary literary and cultural theory.
Arranged by topic rather than chronology, in order to highlight the relationships between earlier and
most recent theoretical developments, the book groups its chapters into seven convenient sections:
I. Literary Form: Narrative and Poetry; II. The Task of Reading; III. Literary Locations and Cultural
Studies; IV. The Politics of Literature; V. Identities; VI. Bodies and Their Minds; and VII. Scientific
Inflections. Allotting proper space to all areas of theory most relevant today, this comprehensive
volume features three dozen masterfully written chapters covering such subjects as: Anglo-American
New Criticism; Chicago Formalism; Russian Formalism; Derrida and Deconstruction; Empathy/Affect
Studies; Foucault and Poststructuralism; Marx and Marxist Literary Theory; Postcolonial Studies;
Ethnic Studies; Gender Theory; Freudian Psychoanalytic Criticism; Cognitive Literary Theory;
Evolutionary Literary Theory; Cybernetics and Posthumanism; and much more. Features 36 essays
by noted scholars in the field Fills a growing need for companion books that can guide readers
through the thicket of ideas, systems, and terminologies Presents important contemporary literary
theory while examining those of the past The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Literary Theory will be
welcomed by college and university students seeking an accessible and authoritative guide to the
complex and often intimidating modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half century.

the great code northrop frye: Key Theological Thinkers Svein Rise, 2016-04-22 The 20th and
21st Centuries have been characterized by theologians and philosophers rethinking theology and
revitalizing the tradition. This unique anthology presents contributions from leading contemporary
theologians - including Rowan Williams, Fergus Kerr, Aidan Nichols, G.R. Evans and Tracey Rowland
- who offer portraits of over fifty key theological thinkers in the modern and postmodern era.
Distinguished by its broad ecumenical perspective, this anthology spans arguably one of the most
creative periods in the history of Christian theology and includes thinkers from all three Christian
traditions: Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox. Each individual portrait in this anthology includes a
biographical introduction, an overview of theological or philosophical writing, presentation of key
thoughts, and contextual placing of the thinker within 20th Century religious discourse. Overview
articles explore postmodern theology, radical orthodoxy, ecumenical theology, feminist theology, and
liberation theology. A final section includes portraits of important thinkers who have influenced
Christian thought from other fields, not least from Continental philosophy and literature.

the great code northrop frye: The Critics who Made Us George Core, 1993 Collects essays
published in the last seven years in the distinguished literary journal that revaluates eminent British
and American literary critics of the 20th century. Among those whose work is discussed are Eliot,
Pound, Frye, and Trilling, Wilson, Cowley, Burke, Warren, Jarrell, and Brooks--virtually all of whom
shared a commitment to the craft of criticism, wrote poetry or fiction, and also left their mark as
editors. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

the great code northrop frye: The Language and Literature of the New Testament Lois
Fuller Dow, Craig A. Evans, Andrew W. Pitts, 2016-11-28 In The Language and Literature of the New
Testament, a team of international scholars assembles to honour the academic career of New
Testament scholar Stanley E. Porter. Over the years Porter has distinguished himself in a wide range
of sub-disciplines within New Testament Studies. The contents of this book represent these diverse
scholarly interests, ranging from canon and textual criticism to linguistics, other interpretive



methodologies, Jesus and the Gospels, and Pauline studies.

the great code northrop frye: Conjuring Culture Theophus H. Smith, 1995-11-09 This book
provides a sophisticated new interdisciplinary interpretation of the formulation and evolution of
African American religion and culture. Theophus Smith argues for the central importance of
conjure--a magical means of transforming reality--in black spirituality and culture. Smith shows that
the Bible, the sacred text of Western civilization, has in fact functioned as a magical formulary for
African Americans. Going back to slave religion, and continuing in black folk practice and literature
to the present day, the Bible has provided African Americans with ritual prescriptions for
prophetically re-envisioning, and thereby transforming, their history and culture. In effect the Bible
is a conjure book for prescribing cures and curses, and for invoking extraordinary and Divine powers
to effect changes in the conditions of human existence--and to bring about justice and freedom.
Biblical themes, symbols, and figures like Moses, the Exodus, the Promised Land, and the Suffering
Servant, as deployed by African Americans, have crucially formed and reformed not only black
culture, but American society as a whole. Smith examines not only the religious and political uses of
conjure, but its influence on black aesthetics, in music, drama, folklore, and literature. The concept
of conjure, he shows, is at the heart of an indigenous and still vital spirituality, with exciting
implications for reformulating the next generation of black studies and black theology. Even more
broadly, Smith proposes, conjuring culture can function as a new paradigm for understanding
Western religious and cultural phenomena generally.

the great code northrop frye: The Heroine in Western Literature Meredith A. Powers,
2000-01-01 The impulse that prompts humans to envision themselves as heroic is as inherent to
women as to men. The idealization of the hero, however, is an outgrowth of the more primary
conception of the god. In Western culture the reduction and eventual denial of the feminine divine
has affected cultural perception of feminine principles, particularly archetypal and autonomous
patterns. This book delves first into the literary strata from which the archetypes have been culled,
the stories of the Bible and the myths of the Aegean, to look at how the characterization of the
goddess was revised. Employing evidence from psychology, artifacts and pictorial art, the author
shapes an outline for a more authentic figure. The obscure and muted goddess-heroine of ancient
literature is then given detail by the articulate voices of the archetype as she reemerges in
contemporary fiction.
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