texas teacher certification subjects

texas teacher certification subjects encompass a wide range of academic and
specialized areas that aspiring educators must master to obtain certification
in the state. Understanding these subjects is critical for candidates
preparing to take the Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TExES) and
meet state requirements. This article provides an in-depth overview of the
essential subject areas involved in Texas teacher certification, the specific
exams aligned with these subjects, and guidance on how to prepare
effectively. Additionally, it covers the various certification levels and
endorsements available, helping educators tailor their certifications to
their career goals. Whether aiming to teach elementary, secondary, or special
education, knowledge of texas teacher certification subjects is paramount.
The following sections will explore the certification structure, subject
categories, exam details, preparation strategies, and professional
development related to teaching in Texas.

e Overview of Texas Teacher Certification

e Core Certification Subjects

e Specialized and Endorsement Subjects

e Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TEXES) Subjects
e Preparation for Certification Exams

e Continuing Education and Professional Development

Overview of Texas Teacher Certification

The process of obtaining teacher certification in Texas involves fulfilling
state-mandated requirements that ensure educators possess the necessary
knowledge and skills. Central to this process are the texas teacher
certification subjects, which define the content areas educators must be
proficient in. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) oversees certification,
requiring candidates to pass exams that correspond to their intended teaching
subjects and grade levels. Certification is structured by grade bands—such as
early childhood, elementary, middle school, and high school-and subject
areas, ensuring educators are qualified to teach specific curricula
effectively.



Certification Levels and Types

Texas teacher certification is divided into several levels, including:

e Standard Certification: For educators teaching general subjects in
public schools.

e Probationary Certification: A temporary certification for new teachers.

e Special Education Certification: For teachers working with students with
special needs.

* Alternative Certification: For candidates entering teaching from non-
traditional pathways.

Each certification type requires mastery of specific texas teacher
certification subjects relevant to the teaching assignment.

Core Certification Subjects

Core subjects in texas teacher certification subjects typically include
foundational academic disciplines that are central to the K-12 curriculum.
These subjects form the basis for most teaching certifications and represent
the primary areas in which educators are tested and licensed.

Elementary Education Subjects

Elementary certification covers a broad spectrum of subjects to prepare
teachers for instructing young learners. The main subjects include:

e English Language Arts and Reading
e Mathematics

e Science

e Social Studies

e Fine Arts and Music

e Health and Physical Education

Elementary teachers are expected to have a well-rounded knowledge of these
areas to effectively develop foundational skills in students.



Secondary Education Subjects

Secondary education certification focuses on more specialized subject areas
for middle and high school levels. Typical subjects include:

e English Language Arts and Reading

e Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, Calculus)

e Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

e Social Studies (History, Government, Economics)
e Foreign Languages

e Business and Marketing

Teachers must demonstrate deep content knowledge in their specific subject
area to receive certification at the secondary level.

Specialized and Endorsement Subjects

Beyond core academic subjects, texas teacher certification subjects include
specialized areas and endorsements that allow teachers to expand their
qualifications or teach niche subjects. These endorsements often require
additional coursework and examinations.

Special Education

Special education certification prepares teachers to support students with
diverse learning needs and disabilities. The subjects covered include:

Foundations of Special Education

Behavior Management

Instructional Strategies for Diverse Learners

Assessment and Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)

Special education certification is critical for educators serving students
requiring tailored instructional approaches.



English as a Second Language (ESL)

ESL endorsements equip teachers to instruct students whose primary language
is not English. Key subjects include:

e Language Acquisition Theories
e Second Language Instructional Techniques
e Cultural Competency

e Assessment of English Language Learners

This specialization helps teachers meet the diverse needs of multilingual
classrooms.

Career and Technical Education (CTE)

CTE endorsements cover subjects that prepare students for specific careers
and technical fields. Examples include:

Health Science

Information Technology

Engineering and Technology

Business and Finance

These endorsements require knowledge of industry-specific content and
teaching methodologies.

Texas Examinations of Educator Standards
(TEXES) Subjects

The TEXES tests are the primary assessments used to evaluate knowledge of
texas teacher certification subjects. Each test corresponds to a
certification area and is designed to measure both content knowledge and
pedagogical skills.

Structure of TExXES Exams

TEXES exams typically consist of multiple-choice questions, constructed-
response items, and performance assessments. They cover:



e Subject-specific content knowledge
e Instructional practices
e Classroom management strategies

e State curriculum standards

Passing these exams is a mandatory step in the certification process for most
teaching fields in Texas.

Examples of TEXES Subject Tests

Some common TEXES exams aligned with texas teacher certification subjects
are:

e Core Subjects EC-6 (English Language Arts and Reading, Mathematics,
Science, Social Studies)

e Mathematics 7-12

e Science 7-12 (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, General Science)

English Language Arts and Reading 7-12

Social Studies 7-12

Special Education EC-12

English as a Second Language Supplemental

Preparation for Certification Exams

Effective preparation for texas teacher certification subjects and the
corresponding exams is crucial for success. Candidates must develop both
subject-area expertise and teaching skills aligned with Texas standards.

Study Resources

Preparation materials include:

e Official TEXES preparation manuals and practice tests

e Content-specific textbooks and online courses



e Study groups and professional workshops

e Practice teaching and field experiences

Utilizing a variety of resources helps candidates build comprehensive
knowledge and confidence.

Test-Taking Strategies

Successful candidates employ strategies such as:

Familiarizing themselves with exam formats and question types

Time management during tests

Focused review of weak subject areas

Regular practice with sample questions

These approaches increase the likelihood of passing certification exams on
the first attempt.

Continuing Education and Professional
Development

After obtaining certification, Texas educators must engage in ongoing
professional development to maintain their credentials. This involves
deepening knowledge of texas teacher certification subjects and staying
current with educational best practices.

Renewal Requirements

Teacher certificates in Texas typically require renewal every five years.
Renewal mandates include:

e Completion of continuing professional education (CPE) hours

e Participation in workshops and training related to curriculum and
instruction

e Demonstration of effective teaching practices



Advanced Certifications and Endorsements

Educators can pursue additional endorsements or advanced certifications to
expand their teaching capabilities or specialize further. This ongoing
learning supports career advancement and improves instructional quality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects can I get certified to teach in Texas?

In Texas, you can get certified to teach a variety of subjects including
English Language Arts and Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies,
Physical Education, Fine Arts, Foreign Languages, and Career and Technical
Education among others.

How do I find out which Texas teacher certification
subjects are in high demand?

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) publishes lists of high-demand
certifications on their website. Additionally, reviewing job postings and
district reports can help identify which subjects have the greatest demand
for teachers.

Can I get certified to teach multiple subjects in
Texas?

Yes, Texas allows educators to obtain multiple certifications or a
combination certificate that covers multiple subjects, such as the Elementary
Self-Contained certificate or certifications in related secondary subjects.

What exams are required for Texas teacher
certification in specific subjects?

Texas requires passing the Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TEXES)
for the specific subject area you want to teach. Each subject has its own
TEXES test, such as Math 7-12, Science 7-12, or English Language Arts and
Reading 4-8.

Are there alternative certification options for
teaching certain subjects in Texas?

Yes, Texas offers alternative certification programs that allow career
changers or those with non-education degrees to become certified teachers in
high-need subjects like STEM, bilingual education, or special education.



How often are Texas teacher certification subject
tests updated?

The Texas Education Agency periodically reviews and updates TEXES subject
tests to reflect current standards and curriculum changes, typically every
few years to maintain relevancy and rigor.

What is the process to add a new subject
certification in Texas after initial certification?

To add a new subject certification, you must meet the required coursework for
that subject, pass the corresponding TEXES exam, and apply to the TEA for an
additional certification area.

Are there specific certifications for special
education subjects in Texas?

Yes, Texas offers specialized certifications for special education, including
EC-12 Special Education, and certifications focused on specific disabilities
or instructional strategies within special education.

Additional Resources

1. Texas Teacher Certification Exam Secrets Study Guide

This comprehensive guide offers an in-depth review of the subjects covered in
the Texas teacher certification exams. It includes practice questions, test-
taking strategies, and detailed explanations to help candidates improve their
understanding and confidence. The book is tailored specifically for Texas
educators preparing for the TEXES exams.

2. Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities for Texas Educators

Focused on the Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR) test, this
book covers essential teaching methods, classroom management techniques, and
professional ethics. It provides practical examples and scenarios to help
teachers apply theoretical concepts in real classroom settings. The guide
also includes practice tests to assess readiness.

3. Mathematics for Texas Teacher Certification

Designed for prospective math teachers, this book covers the mathematical
concepts and problem-solving skills required for Texas certification. It
includes topics ranging from basic arithmetic to algebra, geometry, and data
analysis. The text integrates pedagogy with content knowledge, ensuring
teachers are equipped to deliver effective math instruction.

4. English Language Arts and Reading for Texas Educators

This resource focuses on the English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) content
necessary for certification. It explores language development, literary
analysis, and reading comprehension strategies. The book provides



instructional approaches to support diverse learners and includes practice
questions to reinforce learning.

5. Science Content for Texas Teacher Certification

Covering key scientific disciplines such as biology, chemistry, physics, and
earth science, this book prepares candidates for the science certification
exams. It emphasizes inquiry-based learning and connects scientific concepts
to real-world applications. Detailed explanations and practice tests help
solidify understanding.

6. Social Studies Essentials for Texas Educators

This book addresses the social studies content required for teacher
certification, including history, geography, economics, and civics. It
highlights Texas-specific content and integrates strategies for engaging
students in social studies topics. Practice questions and review exercises
aid in exam preparation.

7. Special Education Certification in Texas: A Practical Guide

Targeted at educators seeking special education certification, this guide
covers disability categories, instructional strategies, and legal
requirements in Texas. It offers insights into Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs) and inclusive classroom practices. The book also includes
case studies and test preparation materials.

8. Spanish Language Proficiency for Texas Educators

This resource supports teachers aiming to demonstrate Spanish language
proficiency for bilingual or ESL certification. It covers grammar,
vocabulary, cultural context, and language acquisition theories. Practice
exercises and sample test questions help candidates prepare effectively.

9. Instructional Strategies for Texas Educators

This book provides a broad overview of effective teaching methods aligned
with Texas standards. It covers differentiated instruction, assessment
techniques, and technology integration in the classroom. Designed to enhance
pedagogical skills, it serves as a valuable tool for both aspiring and
current teachers preparing for certification exams.
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