
the devil in the white city book
the devil in the white city book is a captivating work of nonfiction that intertwines the grandeur of
the 1893 Chicago World's Fair with the chilling tale of a serial killer who exploited the event's chaos.
Written by Erik Larson, this book masterfully blends historical narrative and true crime, offering
readers a vivid glimpse into a pivotal moment in American history. The story juxtaposes the
architectural marvels and innovative spirit of the White City against the dark deeds of H.H. Holmes, a
man whose sinister actions cast a shadow over the fair. This article explores the book’s background,
themes, historical context, and impact on readers and popular culture. Additionally, it discusses the
narrative style, critical reception, and the significance of the events depicted. Below is a detailed
overview of the main topics covered in this article.
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Overview of the Devil in the White City Book
The devil in the white city book, authored by Erik Larson, is a nonfiction narrative that delves into two
parallel stories set against the backdrop of the 1893 Chicago World's Fair. One story follows Daniel H.
Burnham, the chief architect responsible for designing the fair’s iconic structures, while the other
chronicles the chilling crimes of H.H. Holmes, one of America’s first documented serial killers. Larson’s
meticulous research and engaging storytelling bring to life the tensions, innovations, and darkness
that characterized this era. The book offers readers a rich combination of architectural history, urban
development, and true crime, making it a unique and compelling read.

Publication and Popularity
Published in 2003, the devil in the white city book quickly gained acclaim for its detailed research and
gripping narrative. It has been praised for its ability to educate readers about the significance of the
World's Fair while simultaneously unraveling the dark mystery surrounding Holmes. The book remains
a bestseller and is frequently cited as a prime example of narrative nonfiction.



Author Background
Erik Larson is a renowned author known for his ability to weave historical fact with narrative intrigue.
His background in journalism and history enabled him to create a well-researched, factually grounded
account that reads with the suspense of a thriller. Larson’s expertise shines through in the devil in the
white city book, which reflects his commitment to detailed historical accuracy and compelling
storytelling.

Historical Context of the 1893 Chicago World's Fair
The 1893 Chicago World's Fair, officially called the World's Columbian Exposition, was a landmark
event that celebrated the 400th anniversary of Christopher Columbus's arrival in the New World. The
fair symbolized American ingenuity, progress, and ambition during the Gilded Age. The devil in the
white city book captures the magnitude of this event and its impact on architecture, technology, and
culture.

The White City
The fairgrounds were famously nicknamed the "White City" due to the gleaming white plaster
buildings designed in the neoclassical style. The White City represented a vision of order, beauty, and
modernity. It featured cutting-edge technology such as electric lighting, moving walkways, and
innovative transportation systems, which dazzled visitors from around the world.

Challenges and Achievements
Constructing the fair was a monumental task marked by logistical challenges, tight deadlines, and
financial pressures. Daniel Burnham and his team overcame these obstacles to deliver an event that
set new standards for architectural and urban planning. The fair also showcased cultural exhibits,
scientific advancements, and international pavilions, marking it as a pivotal moment in America's
emergence as a global power.

Key Figures in the Book
Central to the devil in the white city book are two contrasting figures whose lives intersected with the
fair in dramatically different ways. Their stories provide the narrative tension that drives the book.

Daniel H. Burnham
Daniel Burnham was the chief architect and director of works for the 1893 World's Fair. Known for his
visionary leadership and organizational skills, Burnham played a critical role in shaping the fair's
design and execution. His efforts not only influenced the success of the event but also helped define
modern American urban planning and architecture.



H.H. Holmes
H.H. Holmes, born Herman Webster Mudgett, was a charming but ruthless con man and serial killer
operating in Chicago during the fair. He constructed a building known as the "Murder Castle,"
equipped with secret rooms and traps designed to facilitate his crimes. Holmes exploited the influx of
visitors to the city, committing heinous acts that remain infamous in American criminal history.

Other Notable Figures

Frederick Law Olmsted – Landscape architect responsible for the fairgrounds’ design

Charles F. McKim – Architect collaborating with Burnham on the fair’s classical buildings

Various exhibitors and international delegates who contributed to the exposition’s diversity

Narrative Style and Structure
The devil in the white city book employs a dual narrative structure that alternates between the stories
of Burnham and Holmes. This approach creates a compelling contrast between light and darkness,
progress and depravity. Larson’s style is characterized by vivid descriptions, detailed historical
context, and a steady build-up of suspense.

Use of Historical Detail
Larson’s extensive research is evident throughout the book. He incorporates primary sources,
newspaper accounts, and personal letters to provide authenticity and depth. This meticulous attention
to detail enriches the narrative and immerses the reader in the late 19th century.

Suspense and Pacing
Despite being nonfiction, the devil in the white city book reads like a thriller. Larson carefully balances
exposition with action, maintaining reader engagement by revealing Holmes’s crimes alongside the
fair’s construction milestones. The pacing intensifies as the fair’s opening approaches and Holmes’s
activities escalate.

Themes and Motifs
The devil in the white city book explores several overarching themes that resonate beyond its
historical setting. These themes contribute to the book’s enduring appeal and critical acclaim.



Contrasts Between Good and Evil
The juxtaposition of Burnham’s dedication to building a magnificent fair with Holmes’s malevolent
schemes underscores the coexistence of brilliance and brutality within the same city and time period.
This contrast invites reflection on human nature and societal progress.

Innovation and Ambition
The book highlights the transformative power of innovation, as seen in the architectural achievements
and technological advancements of the World's Fair. It also examines personal ambition, both
constructive and destructive, embodied by the protagonists.

Urbanization and Modernity
Chicago’s rapid growth and the fair’s role in showcasing modern urban planning reflect broader
themes of industrialization and modernization in America. The devil in the white city book situates
these developments within the cultural and social dynamics of the era.

Critical Reception and Impact
The devil in the white city book has been widely praised by critics and readers alike for its originality,
narrative quality, and historical accuracy. It has received numerous awards and has been included in
various "best nonfiction" lists.

Critical Acclaim
Reviewers have lauded Larson’s ability to transform complex historical material into a gripping story
without sacrificing accuracy. The seamless integration of true crime elements has expanded the
book’s audience beyond traditional history readers.

Educational Use
The book is frequently used in academic settings to teach narrative nonfiction writing, American
history, and criminal psychology. Its rich detail and engaging prose make it a valuable resource for
students and educators.

Reader Impact
Many readers report a heightened interest in Chicago’s history and the World's Fair after reading the
book. The chilling account of H.H. Holmes has also sparked curiosity about early criminal profiling and
forensic investigation methods.



Adaptations and Popular Culture Influence
The devil in the white city book has inspired various adaptations and has left a significant mark on
popular culture since its publication.

Film and Television Projects
There have been numerous attempts to adapt the book into films and television series. Hollywood
interest remains high due to the story’s cinematic qualities and dual narrative structure. Although
some projects have been stalled or delayed, the book’s potential for screen adaptation continues to
generate discussion.

Influence on True Crime Genre
The book helped popularize the blend of historical narrative with true crime, influencing subsequent
writers and documentaries. It demonstrated how nonfiction could be both educational and thrilling,
paving the way for similar works.

Cultural References
The legacy of the devil in the white city book extends to podcasts, museum exhibits, and tours
dedicated to the 1893 World’s Fair and H.H. Holmes. It has become a touchstone for those interested
in Chicago’s history and macabre storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Devil in the White City' about?
'The Devil in the White City' is a non-fiction book by Erik Larson that intertwines the true stories of the
1893 Chicago World's Fair and a serial killer named H.H. Holmes who operated during the same
period.

Who is the author of 'The Devil in the White City'?
Erik Larson is the author of 'The Devil in the White City.'

What historical event does 'The Devil in the White City' focus
on?
The book focuses on the 1893 Chicago World's Fair, also known as the World's Columbian Exposition.



Is 'The Devil in the White City' a fiction or non-fiction book?
'The Devil in the White City' is a non-fiction book that blends historical narrative with true crime
elements.

Has 'The Devil in the White City' been adapted into a movie or
series?
There have been plans and attempts to adapt 'The Devil in the White City' into a movie and a TV
series, with notable involvement from Leonardo DiCaprio as a producer, but as of now, no adaptation
has been released.

What makes 'The Devil in the White City' a popular read?
The book's compelling blend of history, architecture, and true crime, along with Erik Larson's
engaging storytelling, makes it a popular and gripping read for a wide audience.

Additional Resources
1. The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That Changed America by Erik
Larson
This is the original book that intertwines the true tales of the 1893 Chicago World's Fair and the
sinister activities of serial killer H.H. Holmes. Erik Larson masterfully blends history and crime,
painting a vivid picture of ambition, innovation, and darkness lurking beneath the surface of the grand
exposition. The narrative explores themes of architectural marvels and human depravity in a
captivating nonfiction style.

2. The Black Dahlia by James Ellroy
A gripping crime novel based on the infamous unsolved murder of Elizabeth Short in 1947 Los
Angeles, this book delves into the dark underbelly of a city much like the one depicted in The Devil in
the White City. Ellroy’s intense prose examines the complexities of crime, corruption, and the
shadows that haunt urban landscapes. The story offers a chilling look at the obsession and brutality
that can exist behind a city’s glamorous facade.

3. American Pharaoh: Mayor Richard J. Daley - His Battle for Chicago and the Nation by Adam Cohen
and Elizabeth Taylor
This biography provides insight into one of Chicago’s most powerful and controversial figures, offering
historical context to the city’s political and social evolution. While not focused on crime, it
complements The Devil in the White City by exploring the forces shaping Chicago decades after the
World's Fair. The book reveals how power and influence continued to define the city's character.

4. The Great Chicago Fire by Ross Miller
Detailing the catastrophic 1871 fire that reshaped Chicago, this book sets the stage for the city’s
remarkable rebuilding efforts, which culminated in the 1893 World's Fair. Understanding this disaster
is key to appreciating the ambitious spirit that defined the era Larson describes. The narrative
combines eyewitness accounts and historical analysis to capture the fire’s impact on Chicago’s
identity.

5. The Monster of Chicago: The True Story of H.H. Holmes, America's First Serial Killer by Jeff Mudgett



Focusing specifically on H.H. Holmes, this book dives deep into the life and crimes of the man who
terrorized Chicago during the World's Fair. It examines his methods, psychology, and the broader
implications of his murderous spree. The book is a detailed true crime exploration that complements
the criminal aspect of The Devil in the White City.

6. City of Scoundrels: The 12 Days of Disaster That Gave Birth to Modern Chicago by Gary Krist
This book chronicles a tumultuous period in Chicago’s history, including the 1919 race riots, a massive
heat wave, and a devastating polio epidemic. It portrays the city's resilience and the social challenges
it faced in the years following the World's Fair. The narrative highlights the complex and often dark
realities behind Chicago’s rise to prominence.

7. The Chicago World's Fair of 1893 by John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle
A comprehensive overview of the 1893 World's Fair, this book explores the cultural, technological,
and architectural achievements showcased at the event. It provides detailed context for the fair’s
significance, helping readers understand the backdrop against which the darker stories of The Devil in
the White City unfold. The book is richly illustrated and informative for history enthusiasts.

8. The Anatomy of Motive: The FBI's Legendary Mindhunter Explores the Key to Understanding and
Catching Violent Criminals by John E. Douglas and Mark Olshaker
While not specific to Chicago or the World's Fair, this book gives insight into the psychology behind
violent criminals, including serial killers like H.H. Holmes. The authors draw on decades of FBI profiling
experience to explain how motives are uncovered, which enriches the understanding of the criminal
elements in Larson’s book. It’s essential reading for those interested in criminal psychology.

9. The Chicago Outfit by John Binder
This book delves into the history of organized crime in Chicago, tracing the roots and rise of the
infamous mob syndicate. Although it covers a later period than The Devil in the White City, the
themes of crime and corruption in Chicago’s history provide a broader context for understanding the
city’s darker side. The book reveals how organized crime shaped and influenced Chicago’s
development throughout the 20th century.
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  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City Erik Larson, 2004-02-10 #1
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • From the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of The Splendid and the Vile comes the true tale of the 1893 World's Fair in
Chicago and the cunning serial killer who used the magic and majesty of the fair to lure his victims
to their death. “As absorbing a piece of popular history as one will ever hope to find.” —San
Francisco Chronicle A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of the Century • A Los Angeles Times
Best Nonfiction Book of the Last 30 Years Combining meticulous research with nail-biting
storytelling, Erik Larson has crafted a narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered history and
the thrills of the best fiction. Two men, each handsome and unusually adept at his chosen work,
embodied an element of the great dynamic that characterized America’s rush toward the twentieth
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century. The architect was Daniel Hudson Burnham, the fair’s brilliant director of works and the
builder of many of the country’s most important structures, including the Flatiron Building in New
York and Union Station in Washington, D.C. The murderer was Henry H. Holmes, a young doctor
who, in a malign parody of the White City, built his “World’s Fair Hotel” just west of the
fairgrounds—a torture palace complete with dissection table, gas chamber, and 3,000-degree
crematorium. Burnham overcame tremendous obstacles and tragedies as he organized the talents of
Frederick Law Olmsted, Charles McKim, Louis Sullivan, and others to transform swampy Jackson
Park into the White City, while Holmes used the attraction of the great fair and his own satanic
charms to lure scores of young women to their deaths. What makes the story all the more chilling is
that Holmes really lived, walking the grounds of that dream city by the lake. The Devil in the White
City draws the reader into the enchantment of the Guilded Age, made all the more appealing by a
supporting cast of real-life characters, including Buffalo Bill, Theodore Dreiser, Susan B. Anthony,
Thomas Edison, Archduke Francis Ferdinand, and others. Erik Larson’s gifts as a storyteller are
magnificently displayed in this rich narrative of the master builder, the killer, and the great fair that
obsessed them both.
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City Erik Larson, 2003 An account of
the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 relates the stories of two men who shaped the history of the
event--architect Daniel H. Burnham, who coordinated its construction, and serial killer Herman
Mudgett.
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City Erik Larson, 2013 An account of
the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 relates the stories of two men who shaped the history of the
event--architect Daniel H. Burnham, who coordinated its construction, and serial killer Herman
Mudgett.
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City Erik Larson, Scott Brick,
2006-10-10 The Devil in the White City
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City Erik Larson, 2004-02 Two men,
each handsome and unusually adept at his chosen work, embodied an element of the great dynamic
that characterized America's rush toward the twentieth century. The architect was Daniel Hudson
Burnham, the fair's brilliant director of works and the builder of many of the country's most
important structures, including the Flatiron Building in New York and Union Station in Washington,
D.C. The murderer was Henry H. Holmes, a young doctor who, in a malign parody of the White City,
built his World's Fair Hotel just west of the fairgrounds, a torture palace complete with dissection
table, gas chamber, and 3,000-degree crematorium. Burnham overcame tremendous obstacles and
tragedies as he organized the talents of Frederick Law Olmsted, Charles McKim, Louis Sullivan, and
others to transform swampy Jackson Park into the White City, while Holmes used the attraction of
the great fair and his own satanic charms to lure scores of young women to their deaths. What
makes the story all the more chilling is that Holmes really lived, walking the grounds of that dream
city by the lake--Publisher.
  the devil in the white city book: Summary & Analysis of Erik Larson's the Devil in the
White City Instaread, 2015-08-13 The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis
Preview: The Devil in the White City is a book by Erik Larson that takes a close look at The World's
Columbian Exposition, the world's fair that Chicago hosted in 1893, held in celebration of the 400th
anniversary of Columbus' discovery of America. The fair was tainted by deaths, a serial killer, and an
assassination. The lead architect, Daniel Burnham, and the serial killer, Henry Howard Holmes, play
pivotal roles in the events that unfolded before, during, and after the fair. In the late nineteenth
century, Chicago was a raw city, growing fast, but it was horribly polluted. Fourteen million animals
went to their deaths each year in the stockyards. Garbage and manure piled up and typhus, cholera,
and other diseases raged. Train and carriage accidents killed several people daily. Fires were even
more deadly. The city tallied 800 murders in just the first half of one year... PLEASE NOTE: This is a
summary and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary &
Analysis of The Devil in the White City * Summary of book * Introduction to the Important People in



the book * Analysis of the Themes and Author's Style
  the devil in the white city book: Summary and Analysis of The Devil in the White City:
Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That Changed America Worth Books, 2017-02-21 So much
to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Devil in the White City tells you what you need to
know—before or after you read Erik Larsons book. Crafted and edited with care, Worth Books set
the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a well-informed reader. This short
summary and analysis of The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson includes: Historical context
Chapter-by-chapter summaries Detailed timeline of key events Important quotes Fascinating trivia
Glossary of terms Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the original work About
The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson: The Devil in the White City is the electrifying true story
of the 1893 World's Fair in Chicago—and the serial killer who used it as his hunting ground.
Meticulously researched and brimming with fascinating historical details, Larson's bestselling book
is a powerful amalgam of historical narrative and a true crime thriller. The summary and analysis in
this ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work
of nonfiction.
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City Summary & Analysis Book Junkie,
2016-03-12 You Need To Read This Book if you want to dive deeper into the world of Erik Larson.
The Devil in the White City tells two different stories, of two different men. One is Daniel Burnham,
architect and organizer of the 1893 World's Fair. The other is H. H. Holmes, the serial killer who
found his prey in the Fair's crowds. Soon to be a Martin Scorcese film starring Leonardo DiCaprio,
Devil in the White City is an entertaining book with a unique way of looking at an important moment
in US history. This summary will guide you through the book, offering: Detailed summaries of each
chapter which: List important dates Provide condensed recounting of events Highlight important
individuals and events Also included are brief biographies of important people. In them you'll find:
Context for their lives before and after they enter the book. And in addition, a brief discussion of
some of the themes in the book. Disclaimer: This book serves as an accompaniment to the bestseller
The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. It is meant to broaden the reader's understanding of the
book and to offer insights which can easily be overlooked. You should order a copy of the actual book
before reading this.
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City Abookaday, 2016-07-28 Warning:
This is an independent addition to The Devil in the White City, meant to enhance your experience of
the original book. If you have not yet bought the original copy, make sure to purchase it before
buying this unofficial summary from aBookaDay. The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and
Madness at the Fair that Changed America by Erik Larson, published in 2002, is an historical work
centered on the Chicago World's Fair of 1893. More specifically, the focus of the author centers on
two men and their accomplishments during this pivotal moment in the history of America's new
modern era. The first is the chief architect of the fair, Daniel Burnham, whose vision shaped the fair,
and by extension, the architectural aesthetic of modern cities more broadly speaking for the
generations that followed. His story is one of the power of creation fueled by persistence in the face
of obstacles. The second focus of the book is America's first known serial killer, Dr. H. H. Holmes,
whose acts of evil during the time of the World's Fair would manifest a destructive power that lived
in the shadows of metropolitan anonymity.This review offers a detailed summary of the main themes
raised in this historical work. In general the summary follows the structure of the book, which is
largely presented in chronological order, alternating between the main historical figures central to
the story. However, parts of the summary are presented in an order that deviates slightly from that
of the book in order to preserve the continuity and readability of the facts presented. The summary
is followed by an analysis. Larson is both an accomplished journalist and historical novelist. He has
written four New York Times bestselling books. He has written for The Wall Street Journal and Time
Magazine as a staff journalist. He has been a contributing author to The Atlantic, Harper's, and The
New Yorker. His academic background includes a bachelors in Russian history, language and culture
from the University of Pennsylvania, and a Masters in journalism from Columbia University.Available



on PC, Mac, smart phone, tablet or Kindle device. (c) 2015 All Rights Reserved
  the devil in the white city book: Summary of The Devil in the White City – [Review Keypoints
and Take-aways] PenZen Summaries, 2022-10-19 The summary of The Devil in the White City –
Murder, Magic and Madness at the Fair that Changed America presented here include a short
review of the book at the start followed by quick overview of main points and a list of important
take-aways at the end of the summary. The Summary of The novel The Devil in the White City from
2003 transports the reader to Chicago in the 1890s, when the burgeoning city was preparing to host
the World's Fair in the midst of a period of serious social unrest and widespread criminal activity.
The events depicted in these ideas combine the horrific deeds committed by one of the world's first
serial killers with the riveting tale of exciting American innovation. The Devil in the White City
summary includes the key points and important takeaways from the book The Devil in the White City
by Erik Larson. Disclaimer: 1. This summary is meant to preview and not to substitute the original
book. 2. We recommend, for in-depth study purchase the excellent original book. 3. In this summary
key points are rewritten and recreated and no part/text is directly taken or copied from original
book. 4. If original author/publisher wants us to remove this summary, please contact us at
support@mocktime.com.
  the devil in the white city book: Summary of The Devil in the White City Instaread
Summaries, 2016-04-25 Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of The Devil in the White City*
Summary of book* Introduction to the Important People in the book* Analysis of the Themes and
Author's Style
  the devil in the white city book: Summary of the Devil in the White City Elite Summaries,
2016-07-17 The Devil in the White City: by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis A Smarter You In 15
Minutes... What is your time worth? The Devil in the White City is a dual biography book of Daniel
Hudson Burnham and Dr. H. H. Holmes. Daniel Burnham is a steadfast architect who was the reason
behind the World's Fair astounding success. On the other hand, Dr. H. H. Holmes is a devilish
psychopath who operated his own massacre room in a hotel that he built near to the World's Fair.
The book's setting took place in the 19th century Chicago, telling a gruesome history full of thrill
and suspense. The Devil in the White City is an interesting read. It is full of small details that help
maintain the reader's interest. It successfully retells the history of Daniel Burnham's effort in
presenting Chicago's Columbian Exhibition in 1893. The readers will also get a very vivid picture
about Chicago as a city, its image and its comparison to New York and Paris as a world-class city. A
complete opposite to Daniel Burnham's inspiring efforts, The Devil in the White City also paints a
clear picture of Dr. H. H. Holmes and his cold-blooded psychopathic self. The Devil in the White City
is a breathtaking novel with factual accounts written by bestselling author Erik Larson. This book
will present you with all the thrills that the best fiction novels can give, completed with historical
discoveries. Grab a copy of the Devil, and I hope you will be thrilled much while reading! Detailed
overview of the book Most valuable lessons and information Key Takeaways and Analysis Take action
today and grab this best selling book for a limited time discount of only $6.99! Written by Elite
Summaries Please note: This is a detailed summary and analysis of the book and not the original
book. keyword: The Devil in the White City, The Devil in the White City book, The Devil in the White
City kindle, Erik Larson, The Devil in the White City Erik Larson, The Devil in the White City
paperback
  the devil in the white city book: Summary of the Devil in the White City Abookaday,
2016-09-28 Warning This is an independent addition to The Devil in the White City, meant to
enhance your experience of the original book. If you have not yet bought the original copy, make
sure to purchase it before buying this unofficial summary from aBookaDay. The Devil in the White
City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America by Erik Larson, published in
2002, is an historical work centered on the Chicago World's Fair of 1893. More specifically, the
focus of the author centers on two men and their accomplishments during this pivotal moment in the
history of America's new modern era. The first is the chief architect of the fair, Daniel Burnham,
whose vision shaped the fair, and by extension, the architectural aesthetic of modern cities more



broadly speaking for the generations that followed. His story is one of the power of creation fueled
by persistence in the face of obstacles. The second focus of the book is America's first known serial
killer, Dr. H. H. Holmes, whose acts of evil during the time of the World's Fair would manifest a
destructive power that lived in the shadows of metropolitan anonymity. This review offers a detailed
summary of the main themes raised in this historical work. In general the summary follows the
structure of the book, which is largely presented in chronological order, alternating between the
main historical figures central to the story. However, parts of the summary are presented in an
order that deviates slightly from that of the book in order to preserve the continuity and readability
of the facts presented. The summary is followed by an analysis. Larson is both an accomplished
journalist and historical novelist. He has written four New York Times bestselling books. He has
written for The Wall Street Journal and Time Magazine as a staff journalist. He has been a
contributing author to The Atlantic, Harper's, and The New Yorker. His academic background
includes a bachelors in Russian history, language and culture from the University of Pennsylvania,
and a Masters in journalism from Columbia University. Available on PC, Mac, smart phone, tablet or
Kindle device. (c) 2015 All Rights Reserved
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City: by Erik Larson | Summary
& Analysis Instaread, 2015-08-15 The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis
Preview: The Devil in the White City is a book by Erik Larson that takes a close look at The World’s
Columbian Exposition, the world’s fair that Chicago hosted in 1893, held in celebration of the 400th
anniversary of Columbus’ discovery of America. The fair was tainted by deaths, a serial killer, and an
assassination. The lead architect, Daniel Burnham, and the serial killer, Henry Howard Holmes, play
pivotal roles in the events that unfolded before, during, and after the fair. In the late nineteenth
century, Chicago was a raw city, growing fast, but it was horribly polluted. Fourteen million animals
went to their deaths each year in the stockyards. Garbage and manure piled up and typhus, cholera,
and other diseases raged. Train and carriage accidents killed several people daily. Fires were even
more deadly. The city tallied 800 murders in just the first half of one year… PLEASE NOTE: This is a
summary and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary &
Analysis of The Devil in the White City • Summary of book • Introduction to the Important People in
the book • Analysis of the Themes and Author’s Style
  the devil in the white city book: The Devil in the White City: by Erik Larson | Summary
& Analysis Elite Summaries, “The Devil in the White City” is a dual biography book of Daniel
Hudson Burnham and Dr. H. H. Holmes. Daniel Burnham is a steadfast architect who was the reason
behind the World’s Fair astounding success. On the other hand, Dr. H. H. Holmes is a devilish
psychopath who operated his own massacre room in a hotel that he built near to the World’s Fair.
The book’s setting took place in the 19th century Chicago, telling a gruesome history full of thrill
and suspense. p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 10.0px 0.0px; text-align: justify; font: 11.0px 'Trebuchet
MS'; color: #000000; -webkit-text-stroke: #000000} span.s1 {font-kerning: none} “The Devil in the
White City” is an interesting read. It is full of small details that help maintain the reader’s interest. It
successfully retells the history of Daniel Burnham’s effort in presenting Chicago’s Columbian
Exhibition in 1893. The readers will also get a very vivid picture about Chicago as a city, its image
and its comparison to New York and Paris as a world-class city. A complete opposite to Daniel
Burnham’s inspiring efforts, “The Devil in the White City” also paints a clear picture of Dr. H. H.
Holmes and his cold-blooded psychopathic self. “The Devil in the White City” is a breathtaking novel
with factual accounts written by bestselling author Erik Larson. This book will present you with all
the thrills that the best fiction novels can give, completed with historical discoveries.
  the devil in the white city book: Guide to Erik Larson's the Devil in the White City Eureka,
2017-04 PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A GUIDE TO THE ORIGINAL BOOK. Guide to Erik Larson's The
Devil in the White City Preview: The Devil in the White City is a book by Erik Larson that takes a
close look at The World's Columbian Exposition, the world's fair that Chicago hosted in 1893, held in
celebration of the 400th anniversary of Columbus' discovery of America. The fair was tainted by
deaths, a serial killer, and an assassination. The lead architect, Daniel Burnham, and the serial killer,



Henry Howard Holmes, play pivotal roles in the events that unfolded before, during, and after the
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