
stephen krashen language acquisition
theory
stephen krashen language acquisition theory is a foundational framework in
the field of second language acquisition, proposed by linguist and
educational researcher Stephen Krashen. This theory has significantly
influenced language teaching methodologies and the understanding of how
individuals acquire new languages naturally and effectively. It emphasizes
the distinction between language acquisition and language learning,
introduces the concept of comprehensible input, and outlines several
hypotheses that explain the processes involved in acquiring a second
language. This article delves into the core components of Krashen's theory,
explores its practical applications in education, and discusses its impact on
contemporary language teaching practices. Additionally, the article addresses
critiques and expansions of the theory, providing a comprehensive overview
for educators, linguists, and language learners alike.
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Overview of Stephen Krashen Language
Acquisition Theory
The Stephen Krashen language acquisition theory distinguishes between two
main processes: language acquisition and language learning. Acquisition is
the subconscious process of absorbing language through meaningful
communication, similar to how children acquire their first language.
Learning, on the other hand, is a conscious process involving formal
instruction and knowledge about language rules. Krashen argued that
acquisition is far more effective for developing fluency and communicative
competence than learning. His theory is centered on the belief that natural
language acquisition occurs when learners receive input that is just slightly
beyond their current proficiency level, enabling them to progress without
explicit grammar instruction. This perspective shifted the focus of language
education from rote memorization and grammar drills to more interactive,



input-rich environments.

Key Hypotheses of the Theory
Stephen Krashen language acquisition theory is structured around five central
hypotheses that provide a comprehensive explanation of how language
acquisition occurs.

The Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis
This hypothesis differentiates language acquisition from language learning.
Acquisition happens subconsciously through meaningful interaction, while
learning involves conscious knowledge of grammatical rules. Krashen posits
that true language competence stems from acquisition rather than learning.

The Monitor Hypothesis
The Monitor Hypothesis explains how learned knowledge functions as a
"monitor" or editor during language use. It suggests that learners utilize
their learned grammar knowledge to monitor and correct their output, but this
monitoring is limited and should not interfere with fluent communication.

The Natural Order Hypothesis
This hypothesis proposes that language learners acquire grammatical
structures in a predictable sequence, regardless of their first language or
learning context. The natural order is not influenced by explicit instruction
but follows an innate progression.

The Input Hypothesis
Central to Krashen's theory, the Input Hypothesis states that learners
acquire language best when they are exposed to input that is comprehensible
and slightly beyond their current level, known as "i+1." This input must be
understandable and meaningful for acquisition to occur.

The Affective Filter Hypothesis
This hypothesis highlights the role of emotional and psychological factors in
language acquisition. A low affective filter, characterized by low anxiety,
high motivation, and self-confidence, facilitates language acquisition,
whereas a high affective filter can block or hinder this process.



Comprehensible Input and the Input Hypothesis
The concept of comprehensible input is a cornerstone of Stephen Krashen
language acquisition theory. Comprehensible input refers to language input
that learners can understand even if it contains elements slightly beyond
their current proficiency. This input enables learners to make connections
between new language forms and their existing knowledge, promoting natural
acquisition.

Krashen emphasizes that meaningful communication, rather than rote learning
of grammar, is essential for effective language acquisition. The input should
be engaging, contextually rich, and relevant to the learner's interests and
needs. Teachers and language programs that apply this principle focus on
providing authentic materials and encouraging interaction in the target
language.

Input must be understandable but challenging (i+1 level)

Contextual clues and visual aids support comprehension

Exposure to diverse language forms enhances acquisition

Interaction and feedback contribute to deeper understanding

Implications for Language Teaching
The practical applications of Stephen Krashen language acquisition theory
have transformed language teaching methodologies worldwide. The emphasis on
acquisition over learning encourages educators to create immersive and
communicative environments that prioritize meaningful interaction.

Focus on Meaningful Communication
Teachers are encouraged to design lessons that engage learners in authentic
communication rather than isolated grammar exercises. This approach fosters
natural language use and reduces learner anxiety, aligning with the affective
filter hypothesis.

Use of Authentic Materials
Incorporating real-life materials such as videos, stories, and conversations
provides learners with relevant and comprehensible input. These resources
help learners acquire vocabulary and structures in context.



Encouraging Low Affective Filter Environments
Creating a supportive and stress-free classroom atmosphere is crucial for
lowering the affective filter. Positive reinforcement, patience, and
opportunities for meaningful interaction contribute to this environment.

Delayed Error Correction
Krashen advocates for minimal immediate correction during communication to
maintain fluency and confidence. Instead, feedback should be provided gently
and constructively, often after the communication task.

Critiques and Limitations
While Stephen Krashen language acquisition theory has been highly
influential, it has also faced criticism and limitations identified by
researchers and educators.

Lack of Empirical Evidence
Some critics argue that several of Krashen’s hypotheses, particularly the
natural order and affective filter hypotheses, lack strong empirical support.
Research findings on the natural order of acquisition have been mixed, and
the affective filter remains challenging to measure objectively.

Underestimation of Output
Krashen’s theory emphasizes input but underestimates the role of output or
language production in acquisition. Later theories, such as Swain’s Output
Hypothesis, highlight that producing language helps learners notice gaps in
their knowledge and develop competence.

Limited Focus on Grammar Instruction
Although Krashen downplays explicit grammar teaching, some educators contend
that a balanced approach incorporating both acquisition and learning can be
more effective, especially for adult learners and in formal education
settings.

Legacy and Influence in Language Education
Despite critiques, Stephen Krashen language acquisition theory remains a
foundational model in language education. Its emphasis on comprehensible



input and affective factors has reshaped teaching practices and curriculum
design worldwide. Many modern communicative language teaching approaches,
immersion programs, and bilingual education models are directly or indirectly
inspired by Krashen’s work.

Educators continue to explore and adapt Krashen’s principles, integrating
them with newer research to enhance language acquisition outcomes. His
theory’s enduring legacy lies in promoting learner-centered, naturalistic
approaches that prioritize meaningful interaction and the psychological well-
being of language learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Stephen Krashen's Language Acquisition
Theory?
Stephen Krashen's Language Acquisition Theory proposes that language
acquisition occurs naturally and subconsciously through meaningful
interaction in the target language, rather than through explicit grammar
instruction.

What are the main hypotheses in Krashen's Language
Acquisition Theory?
The theory consists of five main hypotheses: the Acquisition-Learning
Hypothesis, the Monitor Hypothesis, the Input Hypothesis, the Natural Order
Hypothesis, and the Affective Filter Hypothesis.

How does the Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis
differentiate between learning and acquisition?
According to Krashen, acquisition is a subconscious process similar to how
children learn their first language, while learning is a conscious process
involving formal instruction and knowledge of grammar rules.

What role does comprehensible input play in
Krashen's theory?
Comprehensible input, which is language input slightly above the learner's
current level (i+1), is essential for language acquisition as it helps
learners naturally acquire new language structures.

What is the Affective Filter Hypothesis in Krashen's
theory?
The Affective Filter Hypothesis suggests that emotional factors such as



motivation, anxiety, and self-confidence can influence language acquisition
by either facilitating or blocking the intake of language input.

How is the Monitor Hypothesis applied in language
learning?
The Monitor Hypothesis states that conscious learning acts as a 'monitor' or
editor that can correct language output, but it cannot be the primary means
of language acquisition.

How has Krashen's Language Acquisition Theory
influenced language teaching methodologies?
Krashen's theory has influenced communicative language teaching and immersion
programs by emphasizing meaningful communication, the importance of
comprehensible input, and creating low-anxiety learning environments.

Additional Resources
1. Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition
This foundational book by Stephen Krashen outlines his influential theories
on second language acquisition. It introduces key concepts such as the Input
Hypothesis, the Affective Filter, and the distinction between acquisition and
learning. The text is essential for educators and linguists interested in
understanding how language is naturally acquired.

2. Explorations in Language Acquisition and Use
In this collection of essays, Krashen expands on his earlier theories and
addresses contemporary issues in language education. The book covers topics
like free voluntary reading and bilingual education, emphasizing the
importance of comprehensible input. It serves as a valuable resource for
researchers and teachers seeking practical applications of Krashen’s ideas.

3. The Power of Reading: Insights from the Research
Krashen argues for the critical role of reading in language acquisition and
literacy development. This book compiles evidence supporting the benefits of
extensive reading, including vocabulary growth and improved writing skills.
It advocates for creating environments where learners can engage with
meaningful, enjoyable texts.

4. Second Language Acquisition and Second Language Learning
This text contrasts the processes of subconscious language acquisition with
formal learning mechanisms. Krashen discusses how acquisition leads to
spontaneous communication skills, while learning provides explicit knowledge
of grammar rules. The book is a cornerstone for understanding the theoretical
underpinnings of language teaching methodologies.

5. Language Acquisition and Language Education: Extensions and Applications



Krashen explores how his theories can be applied beyond traditional classroom
settings. The book addresses practical strategies for language instruction,
including the use of storytelling and natural communication. It highlights
the importance of lowering the affective filter to create optimal learning
conditions.

6. Natural Approach: Language Acquisition in the Classroom
Co-authored with Tracy Terrell, this book presents the Natural Approach, a
method grounded in Krashen’s theories. It emphasizes the role of meaningful
communication and comprehensible input over explicit grammar instruction.
Educators will find guidance on implementing this approach to foster a low-
stress learning environment.

7. Free Voluntary Reading: New Research, Applications, and Controversies
This work focuses on the concept of free voluntary reading as a powerful tool
for language acquisition. Krashen compiles research demonstrating how self-
selected reading improves fluency and overall language competence. The book
also addresses debates surrounding reading programs and language policy.

8. Second Language Acquisition Theory and Practice
This practical guide bridges the gap between theory and classroom
application. Krashen discusses how teachers can use comprehensible input and
create affectively supportive environments to facilitate acquisition. It
includes case studies and examples that illustrate effective language
teaching practices.

9. Language Teaching and the Affective Filter Hypothesis
Focusing on the emotional aspects of language learning, this book delves into
the concept of the affective filter. Krashen explains how motivation, self-
confidence, and anxiety impact language acquisition success. The text offers
insights for educators to help reduce learners' affective barriers and
enhance language proficiency.
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communication.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Explorations in Language Acquisition
and Use Stephen D. Krashen, 2003 To those familiar with the field of linguistics and
second-language acquisition, Stephen Krashen needs no introduction. He has published well over
300 books and articles and has been invited to deliver more than 300 lectures at universities
throughout the United States and abroad. His widely known theory of second-language acquisition
has had a huge impact on all areas of second-language research and teaching since the 1970s. This
book amounts to a summary and assessment by Krashen of much of his work thus far, as well as a
compilation of his thoughts about the future. Here, readers can follow Krashen as he reviews the
fundamentals of second-language acquisition theory presents some of the original research
supporting the theory and more recent studies offers counterarguments to criticisms explores new
areas that have promise for progress in both theory and application. An invaluable resource on the
results of Krashen's many years of research and application, this book covers a wide range of topics:
from the role of the input/comprehension hypothesis (and its current rival-the comprehensible
output hypothesis), the still-very-good idea of free voluntary reading, and current issues and
controversies about teaching grammar, to considerations of how it is we grow intellectually, or how
we get smart.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Krashen's Monitor Theory on the Relation
between Spontaneous and Guided Language Learning Anja Benthin, 2015-05-07 Seminar paper from
the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,
University of Frankfurt (Main), language: English, abstract: Stephen Krashen’s monitor theory tried
to provide two explanations of how exactly a second language learner acquires or learns a second
language. His theory, although developed around twenty years ago, had an undeniable influence on
many linguists and teachers alike. However, there have also been many opponents to his hypotheses.
By taking a closer look at Krashen’s theory one will realise that there are a variety of ambiguities
and paradoxes involved. Other linguists have conducted studies that show evidence for a different
relationship of the two ways of acquiring a second language. First of all, this essay will provide
definitions of the two ways in which a learner can acquire a new language, according to Krashen,
which are spontaneous language acquisition and guided language acquisition or using Krashen’s
terms acquisition and learning. I will go on trying to demonstrate just how many errors and
inadequacies Krashen’s theory contains by providing a summary of Krashen’s monitor theory,
containing all of Krashen’s ambiguous ideas. After having gained a general overview of Krashen’s
monitor model, objections and criticisms to Krashen’s hypotheses by some of his harshest critics will
follow. In the very last part of this research, I will try to outline some more recent views on the
relationship of spontaneous and guided language learning, based on research and studies conducted
by other linguists. This will demonstrate that Krashen’s monitor model is not the ideal description of
the way learners acquire or learn a second language.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and
Bilingual Education Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three
sections: individual bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many
pictures, graphs, maps and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on
bilingualism.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Second Language Acquisition and Second
Language Learning Stephen D. Krashen, 1981 On the Monitor Theory of adult second language
acquisition.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Krashen's Hypotheses. A critical and
reflected perspective Martina Alexandra Hunkler, 2017-08-10 Seminar paper from the year 2016
in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Pedagogy, Literature Studies, grade: 1,0, Karlsruhe
University of Education, language: English, abstract: This paper deals with one of the most
influential linguists in the field second language acquisition, Stephen D. Krashen. His theoretical
framework provides essential implications for prospective language teachers. The focus of the



following explorations will remain in the realm of theory and not extend to practical handson advice
for the second language classroom. Krashen claims to have put forth an “overall theory” (Krashen
1985: 1) of second language acquisition accompanied by implications for teaching. Starting with one
hypothesis automatically leads to the others. As all five hypotheses are interlinked this closely they
will be presented concisely in the first part of this paper by drawing on various works published by
Krashen. The second part of this paper gives an overview of the controversial aspects regarding
Krashen’s hypotheses. Some of the weaknesses found in the Input Hypothesis, the
Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis, and the Natural Order Hypothesis will be addressed by
Pienemann’s Processability Theory. Afterwards the Monitor Hypothesis and the Affective Filter
Hypothesis will be critically explored. In this paper Krashen’s original texts are used as reference in
order to be able to get a deeper understanding of his theoretical work and the alterations the
hypotheses have undergone over the years. The voices of criticism have been collected in the years
following his publications but also in recent years. The goal of this paper is to present Krashen’s
framework and explore its weaknesses in order to present a critical and reflected perspective.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: The Natural Approach Stephen D. Krashen,
Tracy D. Terrell, 1988 Stephen Krashen's Second Language Acquisition and Second Language
Learning gave rise to a debate that has been growing in scale and importance ever since. Based on
the important acquisition learning distinction, described by Earl Stevick as '...potentially the most
fruitful concept for language teachers that has come out of the linguistic sciences during my
professional lifetime...', Krashen's Monitor Theory provided a unique insight into the process at work
in language studies. It gained the Modern Languages Associations's Kenneth B. Mildenberger award
for the greatest contribution to second language education for that year.In this book, Stephen
Krashen has combined with Tracy Terrell whose prodigious teaching skill and energy has enthralled
gatherings of teachers in Europe and USA, to derive from that empirically grounded theory, a new
approach to the teaching of second and foreign languages. Responding to the challenge to translate
theory into practice, the two authors have followed through the findings of the researchers to
produce an essentially classroom based, practical formulation of teaching method that is relatively
simple to use, easily adapted to a variety of situations and capable of efficient modification for
different types of learners, with varied cognitive styles.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Teaching Writing as a Second Language
Alice Horning, 1986-09-26 Classrooms filled with glassy-eyed students provide an experiential base
for Alice S. Horning’s new comprehensive theory about basic writers. Horning explores the theory of
writing acquisition in detail. Her examination of spoken and written language and redundancy give a
theoretical base to her argument that academic discourse is a separate linguistic system
characterized by particular psycholinguistic features. She proposes that basic writers learn to write
as other learners master a second language because for them, academic written English is a whole
new language. She explores the many connections to be found in second language acquisition
research to the teaching and learning of writing and gives special attention to the interlanguage
hypothesis, pidginization theory, and the Monitor theory. She also addresses the role of affective
factors (feelings, attitudes, emotions, and motivation) in the success or failure of writing students.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Teaching Science to Language Minority
Students Judith W. Rosenthal, 1996 In the USA, the number of college students with limited English
proficiency is increasing. Even after successfully completing a course of English as a second
language, many face both linguistic and cultural barriers in mainstream classes. This book focuses
on both the theory and practice of assisting such students, especially in the sciences. As the number
of non-native English speaking students increases at colleges and universities, innovative
approaches are needed to successfully educate this population and how science is taught may be
crucial. Instruction in the students' native language may become increasingly important in attracting
and retaining non-native English speakers in college. This book is aimed primarily at staff who teach
science to LEP undergraduates, but others who should be interested include staff involved with
postgraduate students and high school science teachers.



  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: The Input Hypothesis Stephen D. Krashen,
1985
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Second Language Acquisition Kees De Bot,
Wander Lowie, Marjolyn Verspoor, 2005 Second Language Acquisition: introduces the key areas in
the field, including multilingualism, the role of teaching, the mental processing of multiple
languages, and patterns of growth and decline explores the key theories and debates and elucidates
areas of controversy gathers together influential readings from key names in the discipline,
including: Vivian Cook, William E. Dunn and James P. Lantolf, S.P. Corder, and Nina Spada and
Patsy Lightbown.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Theories in Second Language Acquisition
Bill VanPatten, Gregory D. Keating, Stefanie Wulff, 2025-07-03 This fourth edition of the best-selling
Theories in Second Language Acquisition surveys the major theories and frameworks currently used
in second language acquisition (SLA) research, serving as an ideal introductory text for graduate
students in SLA and language teaching. Designed to provide a consistent and coherent presentation
for those seeking a basic understanding of the theories and frameworks that underlie contemporary
SLA research, each chapter focuses on a single theory. Chapters are written by leading scholars in
the field and incorporate a basic foundational description of the theory, relevant data or research
models used with this theory, common misunderstandings, and a sample study from the field to show
the theory in practice. New to this fully revised edition is the incorporation of a new theoretical
framework to replace several lesser-used theories. A key work in the study of second language
acquisition, this volume will be useful to students of linguistics, language, and language teaching,
and to researchers as a guide to theoretical work outside their respective domains.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Bilingual Education Jim Cummins, David
Corson, 1997 Made up of eight volumes, the Encyclopedia of Language and Education is the first
attempt at providing an overview of the subject.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Georgetown University Round Table on
Languages and Linguistics (GURT) 1993: Strategic Interaction and Language Acquisition James E.
Alatis, 1994-06-01 The papers in this volume examine strategies for language acquisition and
language teaching, focusing on applications of the strategic interaction method.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: A Theoretical Framework for Language
Education and Teaching Paolo E. Balboni, 2018-07-26 Educational linguistics is transcultural, with
research in the field adopting an international scope. Educational systems, on the contrary, are
culture-bound. As a consequence, actual teaching differs across countries, and sometimes even
among provinces, local educational authorities, and schools. However, a globalized world needs to
share the various meanings of “knowing a language” and “teaching a language”, as language is the
main factor of both cultural identity and national and international interaction. The framework
offered here is built on eight “hypotheses”, logical models that provide the potential common core of
a non-culture-bound theory of language education and of language teaching. The book thus suggests
a common terminology, some common principles, and a basic paradigm to be shared in both
theoretical and practical research in edu-linguistics, consequently going beyond the borders implied
by such titles as European framework, American standards, and Chinese guidelines.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: A Critical Exploration of Krashen's
Extended Comprehension Hypothesis Marc Weinrich, 2010-10-11 Seminar paper from the year
2009 in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Pedagogy, Literature Studies, grade: 1,0,
University of Hildesheim (Institut für englische Sprache und ihre Literatur), course: Language
Acquisition, language: English, abstract: Stephen Krashen has been one of the most influential
contemporary linguists in the field of second language acquisition (SLA). He became well-known on
account of various concepts that he created such as the Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis, the
Monitor Hypothesis, the Affective Filter Hypothesis, the Input Hypothesis and the Natural Order
Hypothesis. These concepts play an important role in the study of second language acquisition, but
they are also seen as somewhat controversial in the field of SLA. At the beginning of 2009, an article



was published in which Krashen expands upon his own Input Hypothesis, also known as the
Comprehension Hypothesis. A critical look will be taken at Krashen’s statements in which the
Comprehension Hypothesis will be explored and opposing theories and approaches will be
discussed. There will also be a focus on what can be inferred from the Comprehension Hypothesis
and the discussion of this hypothesis. A conclusion will be drawn as to what this means for second
language education at school. The goal of this paper is to present the controversy surrounding
Krashen’s Comprehension Hypothesis by exploring its weaknesses and providing an alternative and
critical perspective.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Meeting the Needs of Second Language
Learners Judith Lessow-Hurley, 2003 Today's public schools are increasingly characterized by
cultural and linguistic diversity. Studies show that about 4.4 million students nationwide lack the
English skills needed to succeed academically. To help second language learners keep up in the
classroom, educators must understand the challenges that bilingual students and schools face. In
this concise guide, former bilingual teacher Judith Lessow-Hurley dives right into the language
debate swirling in school systems large and small. She examines the popular myths about educating
students in a multilinquistic society and introduces the key issues: * The demographics of second
language learners * The theory underlying language instruction * Desirable qualifications for
bilingual teachers * Effective teaching methods and programs * Language and politics * Language
and the law By confronting common beliefs about English-only and immersion programs, basic
interpersonal communication skills, the influence of culture on language, and more, Lessow-Hurley
reveals how schools can successfully educate students from diverse backgrounds--without
unintended prejudice. Her passionate and intelligent response in the language debate views every
school as the bridge between cultures, helping all students develop academically and equally.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Introduction to Instructed Second Language
Acquisition Shawn Loewen, 2025-03-10 Now in its third edition, Introduction to Instructed Second
Language Acquisition continues to present a structured, comprehensive introduction to ISLA's
theoretical, empirical, and pedagogical themes, as well as a range of key issues in research and
practice. Designed for ease of teaching, the text includes separate sections for empirical evidence
and pedagogical implications in order to demonstrate how research findings can successfully be
implemented in the classroom. Activities and discussion questions, as well as points for reflection,
facilitate discursive learning and critical thinking. This third edition has been thoroughly updated to
reflect the latest developments in the field, along with new chapters on psychological, cognitive, and
social individual differences, respectively. This is an essential core text for courses on ISLA, and
recommended reading for classes in Language Acquisition more broadly.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Application of AI in the Teaching and
Learning of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) Baba Khouya, Youssef, Ismaili Alaoui,
Abderrahmane, 2025-05-28 The application of artificial intelligence (AI) in the teaching and learning
of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) transforms traditional educational practices by offering
more personalized, efficient, and interactive learning experiences. AI-powered tools enable learners
to receive instant feedback, engage in conversational practice, and tailor content to individual
learning styles. AI facilitates adaptive learning platforms that analyze students’ progress and adjust
difficulty and content type. For educators, AI can assist in automating administrative tasks,
assessing student performance, and identifying areas for learner support. Further research may
enable more data-informed and responsive teaching strategies in EFL contexts. Application of AI in
the Teaching and Learning of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) explores the application of AI in
the teaching and learning of EFL. Through an applied linguistics lens, this publication examines how
AI technologies transform traditional EFL methodologies, addressing the potential of AI to
personalize learning, optimize language assessment, and facilitate language acquisition, while also
tackling challenges, ethical considerations, and the need for interdisciplinary collaboration. This
book covers topics such as ethics and law, lexicology, and gamification, and is a useful resource for
educators, linguists and language experts, computer engineers, academicians, researchers, and



scientists.
  stephen krashen language acquisition theory: Language and Linguistics in Context
Harriet Luria, Deborah M. Seymour, Trudy Smoke, 2012-12-06 Taking a sociocultural and
educational approach, Language and Linguistics in Context: Readings and Applications for Teachers:
*introduces basic linguistic concepts and current perspectives on language acquisition; *considers
the role of linguistic change (especially in English) in the politics of language; *acknowledges the
role of linguists in current policies involving language; *offers insights into the relationship between
the structure of language systems and first- and second-language acquisition; the study of language
across culture, class, race, gender, and ethnicity; and between language study and literacy and
education; and *provides readers with a basis for understanding current educational debates about
bilingual education, non-standard dialects, English only movements, literacy methodologies, and
generally the importance to teaching of the study of language. The text is organized into three
thematic units – What is Language and How is It Acquired?; How Does Language Change?; and
What is Literacy?. To achieve both breadth and depth – that is, to provide a “big picture” view of
basic linguistics and at the same time make it specific enough for the beginner – a selection of
readings, including personal language narratives, is provided to both introduce and clarify linguistic
concepts. The readings, by well-known theoretical and applied linguists and researchers from
various disciplines, are diverse in level and range of topics and vary in level of linguistic formalism.
Pedagogical features: This text is designed for a range of courses in English and language arts,
bilingualism, applied linguistics, and ESL courses in teacher education programs. Each unit contains
a substantive introduction to the topic, followed by the readings. Each reading concludes with
Questions to Think About including one Extending Your Understanding question, and a short list of
Terms to Define. Each unit ends with additional Extending Your Understanding and Making
Connections activities that engage readers in applying what they have read to teaching and
suggested projects and a bibliography of Print and Web Resources. The readings and apparatus are
arranged so that the material can be modified to fit many course plans and schemes of presentation.
To help individual instructors make the most effective use of the text in specific classes, a set of
matrixes is provided suggesting configurations of readings for different types of linguistics and
education classes.
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