socrates trial conviction

socrates trial conviction stands as one of the most significant legal and philosophical events in ancient
history, marking the culmination of the Athenian philosopher's contentious relationship with the city-state.
This trial, which took place in 399 BCE, resulted in Socrates being convicted on charges of impiety and
corrupting the youth. The case has been extensively analyzed for its implications on justice, free speech,
and the role of philosophy in society. This article explores the historical context, the legal proceedings, the
accusations leveled against Socrates, the defense he mounted, and the aftermath of his conviction. By
examining the socrates trial conviction in detail, readers gain insight into the intersection of law, politics,
and philosophy in classical Athens. The lasting impact of this trial continues to influence modern discussions
about morality and the law. The following sections will guide a comprehensive understanding of the

socrates trial conviction.

Historical Context of the Socrates Trial

Charges and Accusations Against Socrates

Legal Proceedings and Defense Strategy

Verdict and Sentencing

Philosophical and Cultural Impact

Historical Context of the Socrates Trial

The socrates trial conviction cannot be fully understood without examining the turbulent political and social
climate of Athens in the late 5th century BCE. Athens had recently undergone significant upheaval
following the Peloponnesian War, which culminated in the city's defeat by Sparta. The war's aftermath
saw shifts in power, including the brief rule of the Thirty Tyrants, a pro-Spartan oligarchy that suppressed

democratic institutions.

Socrates was known for his association with several controversial figures, including some who supported
the oligarchy. Additionally, his method of questioning and challenging traditional beliefs created enemies
among influential Athenians. The atmosphere of suspicion and political tension contributed to the

environment in which the socrates trial conviction occurred.



Political Climate in Athens

In the years preceding the trial, Athens was recovering from internal strife caused by war and political
factions. The democratic government had been restored after the fall of the Thirty Tyrants, but many
citizens remained wary of dissent and perceived threats to the state's stability. This environment fostered

suspicion toward individuals like Socrates, who encouraged critical examination of accepted normes.

Socrates’ Role in Athenian Society

Socrates was a prominent figure in Athens, known for his philosophical inquiries and public discussions. His
method of dialectical questioning, known as the Socratic method, challenged traditional authorities and
exposed ignorance. While admired by some, this approach also alienated powerful figures, setting the stage

for his prosecution.

Charges and Accusations Against Socrates

The socrates trial conviction was based primarily on two charges: impiety (asebeia) and corrupting the
youth of Athens. These accusations were serious offenses under Athenian law, reflecting concerns about

religious respect and social order.

Impiety and Religious Offenses

The charge of impiety accused Socrates of not recognizing the gods of the city and introducing new deities.
This was a significant accusation in a society where religious observance was closely tied to civic identity
and public morality. Socrates’ philosophical inquiries into the nature of divinity were interpreted by some

as skepticism or disrespect toward traditional beliefs.

Corrupting the Youth

The second major accusation was that Socrates corrupted Athenian youth by encouraging them to question
authority and traditional values. His pupils, including notable figures such as Alcibiades and Critias, were
perceived as threats to the democratic order. Critics argued that Socrates’ teachings undermined the moral

fabric of society and promoted disrespect for established norms.

Summary of the Charges

¢ Failure to recognize the official gods of Athens



¢ Introducing new religious beliefs or deities
e Corrupting the morals and behavior of young citizens

e Undermining the authority of the state and its traditions

Legal Proceedings and Defense Strategy

The socrates trial conviction followed the legal procedures of classical Athens, which involved a public trial
before a jury of citizens. Unlike modern trials, there were no judges in the contemporary sense; the jury
decided both guilt and punishment. Socrates had the opportunity to present his defense and propose an

alternative penalty to the prosecution’s demand for death.

The Trial Process

The trial began with the reading of the charges, followed by Socrates’ defense speech, as recorded in Plato’s
"Apology." The prosecution then made their case, and the jury deliberated. The outcome was determined

by majority vote.

Socrates’ Defense Arguments

In his defense, Socrates challenged the validity of the accusations and questioned the evidence presented.
He argued that he was a benefactor to Athens by encouraging critical thinking and virtue. Socrates denied
impiety, emphasizing his belief in divine guidance, and rejected the claim that he intentionally corrupted
the youth.

Socrates also used his characteristic irony and philosophical reasoning to expose contradictions in the

prosecution’s case. Despite his eloquent defense, the jury found him guilty.

Proposed Penalties and Jury Decision

Following the guilty verdict, Athenian law allowed Socrates to propose an alternative punishment. Socrates
famously suggested that he should be rewarded for his actions rather than punished. Eventually, he

proposed a fine, but the jury rejected this and sentenced him to death by hemlock poisoning.



Verdict and Sentencing

The socrates trial conviction concluded with a verdict that sentenced the philosopher to death. This
sentence was carried out through the ingestion of a poisonous hemlock brew, a common form of execution

in Athens for condemned criminals.

Jury’s Vote and Public Opinion

The jury's decision reflected a divided but ultimately condemning public opinion. Many Athenians saw
Socrates as a dangerous influence, while others viewed the trial as unjust. The death sentence signaled the

city’s intolerance for perceived threats to its religious and political order during a vulnerable period.

Execution and Final Moments

Socrates accepted the sentence with composure, as described in Plato’s "Phaedo." His final moments were
marked by philosophical discussion about the soul and the afterlife. Socrates’ dignified death contributed to
his legacy as a martyr for philosophy and free inquiry.

Philosophical and Cultural Impact

The socrates trial conviction had profound effects on philosophy, legal thought, and cultural values, echoing
through Western intellectual history. Socrates’ trial became a symbol of the conflict between individual

conscience and societal norms.

Influence on Philosophy

The trial and death of Socrates inspired his students, notably Plato, to develop foundational philosophical
works. These writings preserved Socrates’ ideas and underscored themes of justice, ethics, and the pursuit

of truth. The socrates trial conviction thus catalyzed the emergence of classical philosophy.

Legacy in Legal and Political Theory

The case raised enduring questions about the role of law, the limits of free speech, and the protection of
dissent in a democracy. It serves as an early example of the tension between state authority and individual

rights, influencing modern legal principles.



Continuing Relevance

The socrates trial conviction remains relevant today as a cautionary tale about the dangers of intolerance
and the suppression of intellectual freedom. It encourages ongoing reflection on the balance between

societal order and personal liberty.

Key Takeaways from the Trial

The importance of questioning authority and conventional wisdom

The potential consequences of challenging societal norms

The enduring tension between individual conscience and legal mandates

The role of philosophy in fostering critical thinking and ethical reflection

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main charge against Socrates in his trial?

Socrates was primarily charged with corrupting the youth of Athens and impiety, meaning he was accused

of not believing in the gods of the city and introducing new deities.

In what year did Socrates' trial take place?

Socrates' trial took place in 399 BCE in Athens.

Who were the accusers in Socrates' trial?

The official accusers were Meletus, Anytus, and Lycon, who brought charges against Socrates for

corrupting the youth and impiety.

‘What was Socrates' defense during his trial?

Socrates defended himself by questioning the validity of the accusations, arguing that he sought truth and

wisdom, and that he had a divine mission to encourage critical thinking among Athenians.



What was the verdict and sentence given to Socrates?

Socrates was found guilty by a jury of his peers and was sentenced to death by drinking a cup of poison
hemlock.

How did Socrates respond to the guilty verdict?

Socrates accepted the verdict calmly and refused to escape when given the chance, choosing to uphold the

laws of Athens and face his death with dignity.

‘What impact did Socrates' trial have on philosophy?

Socrates' trial and death became a pivotal moment in philosophy, highlighting the conflict between free

thought and authority, and inspiring his students like Plato to preserve and expand his ideas.

Why was Socrates accused of corrupting the youth?

Socrates was accused of corrupting the youth because his method of questioning traditional beliefs

encouraged young Athenians to challenge established norms and authority figures.

‘What role did the political climate of Athens play in Socrates' trial?

The political instability in Athens after the Peloponnesian War contributed to suspicion and hostility
towards Socrates, especially due to his associations with controversial figures and his critical stance toward

democracy.

Are there original records of Socrates' trial?

There are no original court transcripts, but accounts of Socrates' trial are primarily known through the
works of his students, especially Plato and Xenophon, who wrote dialogues and recollections describing the

event.

Additional Resources

1. Apology by Plato

This work is Plato’s account of Socrates’ defense speech during his trial in 399 BCE. It provides a vivid
portrayal of Socrates’ arguments against the accusations of corrupting the youth and impiety. The text
captures Socrates’ commitment to philosophy and his unwavering stance on morality and truth, even in
the face of death.

2. Crito by Plato

Crito is a dialogue that takes place shortly after Socrates’ conviction, where his friend Crito urges him to



escape from prison. Socrates debates the morality of fleeing versus accepting the legal consequences of his

conviction. The dialogue explores themes of justice, duty, and the social contract.

3. The Trial and Death of Socrates by Plato

This collection includes four dialogues: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo. Together, they provide a
comprehensive look at the events leading up to Socrates’ execution, his defense, his reflections on justice
and the soul, and his final moments. It is essential reading for understanding the historical and philosophical

context of Socrates’ trial.

4. Socrates on Trial by LF. Stone
LF. Stone reexamines the trial of Socrates with a critical eye, challenging traditional interpretations and
shedding light on the political and social climate of Athens at the time. The book offers a fresh perspective

on the reasons behind Socrates’ conviction and the implications for democracy and free speech.

5. The Hemlock Cup: Socrates, Athens and the Search for the Good Life by Bettany Hughes
This historical narrative delves into the life of Socrates, focusing on the cultural and political landscape of
Athens that led to his trial and execution. Hughes provides rich context for understanding Socrates’

philosophy and the significance of his trial in the broader scope of Western intellectual history.

6. Socrates: A Man for Our Times by Paul Johnson
Paul Johnson presents a detailed biography of Socrates, emphasizing the trial as a pivotal event that
illustrates the clash between individual conscience and societal norms. The book explores how Socrates’

ideas and his trial resonate with contemporary issues of justice, ethics, and freedom of expression.

7. The Death of Socrates by Emily Wilson
Emily Wilson offers a modern translation and commentary on the key Platonic dialogues related to
Socrates’ trial and death. Her work makes the ancient texts accessible to contemporary readers, highlighting

the enduring philosophical questions raised by Socrates’ conviction and execution.

8. Socrates in the Agora: A Play by Andrew David Irvine
This dramatic retelling of Socrates’ trial brings to life the historical figures and arguments in a theatrical
format. The play emphasizes the tension between Socrates and Athenian society, exploring themes of

justice, democracy, and the role of the philosopher in public life.

9. The Philosophy of Socrates: A Collection of Critical Essays edited by Gregory Vlastos
This anthology includes essays that analyze various aspects of Socrates’ philosophy and his trial. It offers
scholarly insights into the legal, ethical, and philosophical dimensions of the trial, providing readers with a

deeper understanding of its significance and legacy.
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socrates trial conviction: World Famous Trial , 2012

socrates trial conviction: Convicted but Innocent C. Ronald Huff, Arye Rattner, Edward
Sagarin, 1996-01-23 Addressing the specific issues surrounding wrongful convictions and their
implications for society, Convicted but Innocent includes: survey data concerning the possible
magnitude of the problem and its causes; fascinating actual case samples; detailed analyses of the
major factors associated with wrongful conviction; discussion of public policy implications; and
recommendations for reducing the occurrence of such convictions. The authors maintain that while
no system of justice can be perfect, a focus on preventable errors can substantially reduce the
number of current conviction injustices.

socrates trial conviction: The Verdict of History Virginia Lalli, 2016-03-24 An injustice to one
is a threat made to all (Montesquieu). This book seeks to document and analyse the great legal trials
of history, from ancient times to our days. The protagonists include Socrates, Catiline, Sacco and
Vanzetti, and Oscar Wilde. The careful reader will naturally wonder, how fair were these trials? This
book narrates the trials and provides an original historical account of the evolution of human
civilization from a range of perspectives. Indeed, the author posits that from the various charges,
exchanges between prosecution and defence and intentions expressed in the cases. The great
existential values of humanity are revealed. Our protagonists embodied ideals that remain current to
this day. Each one of them has left us a specific message to reflect upon.

socrates trial conviction: The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Death Ben Bradley, Fred
Feldman, Jens Johansson, 2015 This Handbook consists of 21 new essays on the nature and value of
death, the relevance of the metaphysics of time and personal identity for questions about death, the
desirability of immortality, and the wrongness of killing.

socrates trial conviction: Taming Democracy Harvey Yunis, 2018-05-31 How does one speak
to a large, diverse mass of ordinary, sovereign citizens and persuade them to render wise decisions?
For Thucydides, Plato, and Demosthenes, who observed classical Athenian democracy in action, this
was an urgent question. Harvey Yunis looks at how these three—historian, philosopher, politician
respectively—explored the instructive potential of political rhetoric as a means of taming democracy,
Plato's metaphor for controlling the fractious demos through language. Yunis offers new insights
into the ideas of the three thinkers: Thucydides' bipolar model of Periclean versus demagogic
rhetoric; Plato's engagement with political rhetoric in the Gorgias, the Phaedrus, and the Laws; and
Demosthenes' attempt both to instruct and to persuade his political audience. Yunis illuminates both
the concrete historical problem of political deliberation in Athens and the intellectual and literary
responses that the problem evoked. Few, if any, other books on classical Athens afford such a
combination of perspectives from history, drama, philosophy, and politics. Writing with unusual
clarity and cogency, Yunis translates all texts and explains the relevant issues. His book can
profitably be read by anyone concerned with the issues at the heart of classical and contemporary
democracy.

socrates trial conviction: Rescue Thyself Sylvanus Ayeni, 2017-03-29 This book is an
in-depth and bold dialogue with several constituencies about the necessity of finding alternative
pathways to solve the monumental problems facing the nations of Sub-Saharan Africa. It asserts that
the most formidable barriers to progress in Sub-Saharan Africa are Sub-Saharan Africans,
particularly the leaders. Thus, for these nations to escape from destitution, change must originate
from within. African leaders are reminded that life anchored on the pursuit of money, material
wealth, and power by any means, is hollow, empty, and meaningless. The future leaders of
Sub-Saharan Africa are reminded that the Creator has endowed them and the citizens of their
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nations with the talents they need to develop themselves and their societies. Furthermore, nature
has been so kind to their nations, endowing them with more than sufficient natural resources. Thus,
they need not continue the culture of dependency on the rest of the human race.

socrates trial conviction: Ideas Under Fire Jonathan Lavery, Louis Groarke, William Sweet,
2013 Since Aristotle’s famous declaration that the speculative sciences originated with the
emergence of a leisure class, it has been accepted as a truism that intellectual activity requires
political stability and leisure in order to flourish. Paradoxically, however, some of the most powerful
and influential contributions to Western intellectual culture have been produced in conditions that
were adverse-indeed hostile-to intellectual activity. Examples include Socrates' stirring defense of
the examined life before a hostile Athenian jury, Boethius writing The Consolation of Philosophy
under the specter of impending torture and execution, Galileo devising key notions for modern
mechanics while under house arrest, and Jean-Paul Sartre drafting portions of Being and
Nothingness in his war diaries, to name only a few of the most famous incidents-all extraordinary
achievements spawned, developed or completed in adversity. In cases such as these, a philosopher
or scientist must manage somehow to remain intellectually creative and focused despite living in
conditions that are adverse or hostile to thought. In brief, they are working on ideas under fire. This
book is a survey of several momentous cases of philosophers and scientists working under fire. Each
chapter of Ideas Under Fire explores a particular case or set of related cases. For each case
contributors consider two questions: How did the individual at the center of a particular moment of
discovery overcome such formidable obstacles to leisure and conceptually abstract thought? And
how did adversity shape their thinking under fire? Each chapter has been written by a specialist on
its respective subject, and the book covers every period of Western history. All the chapters are
written in an accessible style that is intended to appeal to both specialists and generalists.

socrates trial conviction: Gorgias (SparkNotes Philosophy Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12
Gorgias (SparkNotes Philosophy Guide) Making the reading experience fun! SparkNotes Philosophy
Guides are one-stop guides to the great works of philosophy-masterpieces that stand at the
foundations of Western thought. Inside each Philosophy Guide you’ll find insightful overviews of
great philosophical works of the Western world.

socrates trial conviction: Reason and Religion in Socratic Philosophy Nicholas D. Smith, Paul
Woodruff, 2000 This volume brings together mostly previously unpublished studies by prominent
historians, classicists, and philosophers on the roles and effects of religion in Socratic philosophy
and on the trial of Socrates. Among the contributors are Thomas C. Brickhouse, Asli Gocer, Richard
Kraut, Mark L. McPherran, Robert C. T. Parker, C. D. C. Reeve, Nicholas D. Smith, Gregory Vlastos,
Stephen A. White, and Paul B. Woodruff.

socrates trial conviction: Suicide by Cop Mark Lindsay, David Lester, PhD., 2019-03-18 This
book examines what we know about the phenomenon of suicide by cop and places this behavior in a
broader context. For example, some murder victims (perhaps as many as a quarter) provoke the
murderer, to some extent, into killing them-so-called victim-precipitated homicide. In some cases, it
has been suspected that murderers kill and act thereafter in such a way as to provoke the state into
executing them. The authors then examine some of the issues specific to suicide by cop, such as
whether there is a racial bias in these acts and what the legal implications are. Finally, they discuss
the process of hostage negotiation (since those involved in suicide by cop often take hostages during
the confrontation with police), the need to provide counseling for police officers involved in
suicide-by-cop incidents, and how we might reduce the incidence of this behavior.

socrates trial conviction: Plato and Modern Law Richard O. Brooks, 2017-07-05 This
audacious collection of modern writings on Plato and the Law argues that Plato's work offers
insights for resolving modern jurisprudential problems. Plato's dialogues, in this modern
interpretation, reveal that knowledge of the functions of law, based upon intelligible principles, can
be reformulated for relevance to our age. Leading interpreters of Plato: Vlastos, Hall, Strauss,
Weinrib, Annas, and Morrow, are included in the collection. The editor supplies an insightful
introduction and extensive bibiography to the collection.




socrates trial conviction: The Bleak Political Implications of Socratic Religion Shadia B.
Drury, 2017-07-19 This book poses a radical challenge to the legend of Socrates bequeathed by Plato
and echoed by scholars through the ages: that Socrates was an innocent sage convicted and
sentenced to death by the democratic mob, for merely questioning the political and religious ideas of
his time. This legend conceals an enigma: How could a sage who was pious and good be so closely
associated with the treasonous Alcibiades, who betrayed Athens in the Peloponnesian war? How
could Critias and Charmides, who launched a reign of terror in Athens after her defeat, have been
among his students and closest associates? The book makes the case for the prosecution,
denouncing the religion of Socrates for inciting a radical politics of absolutism and monism that
continues to plague Western civilization. It is time to recognize that Socrates was no liberator of the
mind, but quite the contrary—he was the architect of a frightful authoritarianism, which continues to
manifest itself, not only in Islamic terror, but also in liberal foreign policy. Defending Homer and the
tragic poets, the book concludes that the West has imbibed from the wrong Greeks.

socrates trial conviction: OCR Anthology for Classical Greek AS and A Level: 2026-2028
Matthew Barr, John Claughton, Benedict Gravell, Ellice Hetherington, Rowena Hewes, Stuart R.
Thomson, 2025-05-29 The only exam-board approved book for OCR's Greek AS and A-Level set text
prescriptions for examination 2026-28 giving full Greek text, commentary and vocabulary and a
detailed introduction for each text that also covers the prescription to be read in English for A Level.
The texts covered are: AS and A Level Groups 1 & 3 Herodotus, Histories, Book 7: 207-226 Plato,
Crito 43a-48d Homer, Odyssey, Book 16: 201-451 Sophocles, Electra 1-85 and 254-416 A Level
Groups 2 & 4 Herodotus, Histories, Book 8: 6-26 Plato, Crito 48d-end Lucian, Charon 1-5, 15-21
Homer, Odyssey, Book 22: 1-238 Sophocles, Electra 516-763 Aristophanes, Birds 1-259 Supporting
resources are available on the Companion Website: https://bloomsbury.pub/OCReditions-2026-2028.

socrates trial conviction: Virtue and Knowledge William ]J. Prior, 2016-08-19 Originally
published in 1991, this book focuses on the concept of virtue, and in particular on the virtue of
wisdom or knowledge, as it is found in the epic poems of Homer, some tragedies of Sophocles,
selected writings of Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoic and Epicurean philosophers. The key questions
discussed are the nature of the virtues, their relation to each other, and the relation between the
virtues and happiness or well-being. This book provides the background and interpretative
framework to make classical works on Ethics, such as Plato’s Republic and Aristotle’s Nicomachean
Ethics, accessible to readers with no training in the classics.

socrates trial conviction: Plato Within Your Grasp Brian Proffitt, 2004-05-21 Philosophy's
greatest luminaries brought down to earth. Plato Within Your Grasp offers fast, easy access to the
life and works of the acknowledged father of Western philosophy. In fewer than 100 pages, you'll get
all the essentials in everyday language. A short biographical sketch sets the scene, followed by
chapters illuminating Plato's overall philosophy and his most important writings. For students and
lifelong learners seeking an entry point into this astonishingly diverse thinker's ideas, Plato Within
Your Grasp is the springboard to enriched understanding. Inside you'll find all the vital details,
including: Life * Family and upbringing * Influence of Socrates * Athenian culture and society
Philosophy * Overview of key works, themes, and impact * Socratic, mature, and late periods *
Individual chapters on Apology and Meno * Book-by-book explanation of The Republic Additional
Resources * Tracking down Plato's major works * Collections, biographies, and critical writings *
Plato on the Internet Get a grip-Plato is within your grasp!

socrates trial conviction: Routledge Library Editions: Ancient Philosophy Various
Authors, 2021-02-25 The books in this set, originally published between 1939 and 1991: Focus on
the concept of virtue, and in particular on the virtue of wisdom or knowledge, Study the pilgrimage
of the Ancient World in its search for moral truth. Discuss the political implication of the spread of
science in antiquity. Examine the nature of Pre-Socratic thought and the three pluralist responses of
Empedocles, Anaxagoras and the early Atomists.

socrates trial conviction: Nation, 1927

socrates trial conviction: Plato’s Timaeus and the Biblical Creation Accounts Russell E.



Gmirkin, 2022-05-02 Plato’s Timaeus and the Biblical Creation Accounts argues that the creation of
the world in Genesis 1 and the story of the first humans in Genesis 2-3 both draw directly on Plato’s
famous account of the origins of the universe, mortal life and evil containing equal parts science,
theology and myth. This book is the first to systematically compare biblical, Ancient Near Eastern
and Greek creation accounts and to show that Genesis 1-3 is heavily indebted to Plato’s Timaeus and
other cosmogonies by Greek natural philosophers. It argues that the idea of a monotheistic cosmic
god was first introduced in Genesis 1 under the influence of Plato’s philosophy, and that this cosmic
Creator was originally distinct from the lesser terrestrial gods, including Yahweh, who appear
elsewhere in Genesis. It shows the use of Plato’s Critias, the sequel to Timaeus, in the stories about
the Garden of Eden, the intermarriage of the sons of God and the daughters of men, and the biblical
flood. This book confirms the late date and Hellenistic background of Genesis 1-11, drawing on
Plato’s writings and other Greek sources found at the Great Library of Alexandria. This study
provides a fascinating approach to Genesis that will interest students and scholars in both biblical
and classical studies, philosophy and creation narratives.

socrates trial conviction: Political Trials in Theory and History Jens Meierhenrich, Devin
O. Pendas, 2017-02-27 From the trial of Socrates to the post-9/11 military commissions, trials have
always been useful instruments of politics. Yet there is still much that we do not understand about
them. Why do governments use trials to pursue political objectives, and when? What differentiates
political trials from ordinary ones? Contrary to conventional wisdom, not all political trials are show
trials or contrive to set up scapegoats. This volume offers a novel account of political trials that is
empirically rigorous and theoretically sophisticated, linking state-of-the-art research on telling cases
to a broad argument about political trials as a socio-legal phenomenon. All the contributors analyse
the logic of the political in the courtroom. From archival research to participant observation, and
from linguistic anthropology to game theory, the volume offers a genuinely interdisciplinary set of
approaches that substantially advance existing knowledge about what political trials are, how they
work, and why they matter.

socrates trial conviction: Abortion Rights as the Free Exercise of Religion Peter S. Wenz,
2025-07-18 This book is the first to analyze Supreme Court decisions related to religious freedom
and abortion rights, showing that the Court gives women a religious right to abortions, at least
during the first half of pregnancy. The Court considers any sincerely claimed religious belief to be
worthy of accommodation if it causes no great harm. Therefore, a woman who claims that having a
child would interfere with work dedicated to God's glory should receive an accommodation that
exempts her from state laws restricting abortion, as that is the kind of relief accorded by the Court
to others seeking religious exemptions from generally applicable laws and other rules. The Court
cannot claim in this case that abortion causes great harm, because it maintains even in its most
recent abortion decision that it is neutral on the question of when the unborn attains a right to life,
and loss of the unborn's life is the central harm claimed by others regarding abortion. The book
argues that 21 weeks of gestation is the earliest point at which a right to life can be attributed to the
fetus on a scientific basis.
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