
sign language curse words

sign language curse words are a fascinating and sometimes controversial aspect of signed languages used by
Deaf communities worldwide. Just like spoken languages, sign languages have expressions that can convey
anger, frustration, or insult, often referred to as curse words or profanities. Understanding how curse words
function in sign language provides insight into the richness and complexity of these visual languages. This
article explores the nature of sign language curse words, their cultural significance, variations across
different sign languages, and the social implications of using such language. Additionally, it addresses how
these curse words are formed, their meanings, and the etiquette surrounding their use. The following sections
will provide a comprehensive overview of this intriguing topic.

Understanding Sign Language Curse Words

Common Sign Language Curse Words and Their Meanings

Cultural Variations in Sign Language Profanity

The Formation and Types of Sign Language Curse Words

Social and Cultural Implications of Using Curse Signs

Etiquette and Sensitivity When Using Sign Language Curse Words

Understanding Sign Language Curse Words

Sign language curse words are expressions used within signed languages to communicate strong emotions such
as anger, frustration, or insult. These curse words often carry the same weight and social impact as their
spoken language equivalents. Like spoken profanity, sign language curse words vary widely in severity and
context, and they can be used for emphasis, humor, or offense.

In Deaf culture, curse words are not merely vulgar expressions but can serve as an important linguistic and
social tool. They reflect cultural values, norms, and taboos, and their usage is deeply embedded in the
community’s communication patterns. Understanding their role helps in appreciating the full expressive capacity
of sign languages.

Differences Between Sign Language and Spoken Language Profanity

While spoken curse words rely on phonetic sounds and intonation, sign language curse words depend on
handshapes, movements, facial expressions, and body language. This visual modality allows for a unique range
of expression that can intensify or soften the impact of curse words. Moreover, the use of facial grammar in
signed profanity adds layers of meaning that are absent in spoken language.

The Role of Facial Expressions and Body Language

Facial expressions and body posture are integral to conveying the emotional intensity of sign language curse
words. For example, a scowl, narrowed eyes, or aggressive movements can enhance the severity of a curse sign.
These non-manual signals help clarify the speaker’s intent and can distinguish between playful teasing and
serious insult.



Common Sign Language Curse Words and Their Meanings

Many sign languages have developed specific signs to express various curse words or offensive terms. These
signs often correspond to common spoken curses but are adapted to the visual-spatial modality of sign
language.

Examples of Frequent Curse Signs

“F***” Sign: One of the most universally recognized curse words, the sign often involves specific
handshapes and forceful motion combined with intense facial expressions.

“Sh*t” Sign: This sign typically mimics the concept of something dirty or unwanted, sometimes using a
quick downward motion or a specific finger configuration.

“Idiot” or “Stupid” Signs: These are common insults in sign languages, expressed with particular hand
movements near the forehead or face, indicating foolishness or lack of intelligence.

“Bastard” or “Son of a B****” Signs: These signs exist but vary significantly by region and culture.

Contextual Nuances of Curse Signs

The meaning and impact of curse signs depend heavily on context. In some Deaf communities, certain curse signs
may be used casually among friends without offense, while in others, they might be considered highly taboo.
Tone, facial expression, and the relationship between communicators all influence how these signs are
interpreted.

Cultural Variations in Sign Language Profanity

Sign languages are not universal; each Deaf community has its own sign language with unique vocabulary and
cultural practices. Consequently, sign language curse words differ widely across regions and cultures.

American Sign Language (ASL) Profanity

In ASL, curse words are often richly expressive, with signs for various swear words and insults. ASL users
incorporate facial grammar to emphasize the strength of the curse, and some signs have developed specifically
within the community to convey certain profanities.

British Sign Language (BSL) and Other Variants

British Sign Language has its own set of curse words distinct from ASL. Other sign languages, such as Auslan
(Australian Sign Language), French Sign Language (LSF), and others, likewise have culturally unique
profanity systems. These differences highlight the importance of cultural context in understanding sign
language curse words.

Regional and Dialectical Differences

Even within a single sign language, regional and dialectical variations can influence how curse words are signed



and perceived. What is acceptable or mild in one area may be offensive in another, underscoring the diversity of
sign language communities.

The Formation and Types of Sign Language Curse Words

Sign language curse words can be categorized based on their formation and function. Understanding these
categories aids in grasping how profanity operates within signed languages.

Iconic vs. Arbitrary Signs

Some curse signs are iconic, meaning their form visually represents the concept of the insult or curse. Others
are arbitrary, having no obvious visual connection to their meaning and learned as conventional signs within
the community.

Compound and Modified Signs

Profanity in sign language can also be created by combining existing signs or modifying them with specific facial
expressions or movements. For instance, intensifying a sign with a sharper motion or more aggressive facial
expression can turn a neutral sign into a curse.

Non-Manual Markers Enhancing Curse Words

Non-manual markers such as raised eyebrows, mouth movements, and head shakes play a crucial role in signaling
that a sign is being used as a curse word. These markers can change the meaning of a sign entirely or increase its
emotional impact.

Social and Cultural Implications of Using Curse Signs

The use of curse words in sign language carries social and cultural implications that affect communication
and relationships within Deaf communities.

Taboos and Acceptability

Like spoken language profanity, sign language curse words are often taboo and may be considered inappropriate
in formal settings or around certain audiences. The acceptability of these signs depends on social norms,
setting, and the relationship between communicators.

Expressing Identity and Solidarity

Using curse signs can also serve as a marker of identity and solidarity within Deaf culture. Shared
understanding of profanity and its nuances can strengthen group cohesion and cultural pride.

Potential for Misunderstanding

For hearing individuals learning sign language or for those unfamiliar with Deaf culture, the use of curse signs
can lead to misunderstandings or offense. Awareness and sensitivity are crucial when interpreting or using sign



language profanities.

Etiquette and Sensitivity When Using Sign Language Curse Words

Given the potent nature of curse words, proper etiquette is essential when using or encountering sign language
curse words.

When to Avoid Using Curse Signs

Curse signs should generally be avoided in professional, educational, or unfamiliar settings to prevent
misunderstanding or offense. Respecting the audience and context is fundamental to appropriate communication.

Respecting Cultural Differences

Different Deaf communities have varying attitudes towards profanity. It is important to recognize and respect
these cultural differences when interacting across communities or learning new sign languages.

Alternatives to Curse Signs

Many sign languages also have euphemisms or less offensive expressions that can convey frustration or anger
without resorting to strong profanity. Using these alternatives can maintain politeness while still expressing
emotion.

Using mild signs combined with facial expressions

Employing humor or sarcasm through tone and gesture

Choosing descriptive signs that express feelings without insult

Frequently Asked Questions

Are there curse words in sign language?

Yes, just like spoken languages, sign languages have their own curse words and offensive signs used to express
strong emotions or insults.

How are curse words expressed in American Sign Language (ASL)?

In ASL, curse words are expressed through specific hand signs combined with facial expressions that convey the
intensity or offensiveness of the word.

Is it considered rude to use curse words in sign language?

Yes, using curse words in sign language can be considered rude or offensive, similar to spoken language, and
should be used cautiously depending on the social context.



Can curse words in sign language differ between countries?

Yes, sign languages vary by region and country, so curse words and offensive signs can be different in
languages like ASL, British Sign Language (BSL), or others.

Are curse words in sign language taught in formal sign language classes?

Typically, formal sign language classes focus on everyday communication and may avoid teaching curse words
unless specifically covering slang or cultural aspects.

How do facial expressions affect the meaning of curse words in sign
language?

Facial expressions play a crucial role in sign language, often intensifying the meaning of curse words and
indicating emotions like anger or frustration.

Can sign language curse words be misunderstood by non-signers?

Yes, non-signers may not recognize or understand curse words in sign language, which can lead to
misinterpretation or unintentional offense.

Are there non-offensive ways to express frustration in sign language instead
of cursing?

Yes, sign language users can express frustration or anger using non-offensive signs combined with facial
expressions to communicate emotions without cursing.

Do deaf communities have unique slang or curse words in sign language?

Yes, deaf communities often develop unique slang and curse words within their sign language that reflect their
culture and experiences.

Is it possible to swear in sign language without using hand signs?

Yes, sometimes facial expressions, body language, or mouthing words can convey swearing or strong emotions
in sign language without explicit hand signs.

Additional Resources
1. Silent Swears: The Hidden World of Sign Language Curse Words
This book explores the fascinating and often overlooked realm of curse words in various sign languages
around the world. It delves into how signers express strong emotions and taboo concepts through gestures,
facial expressions, and body language. Readers will gain insight into the cultural contexts that shape these
unique forms of cursing.

2. Gestural Grudges: Understanding Profanity in Sign Language
Gestural Grudges examines the linguistic and social functions of profanity in sign language communities. The
author provides an in-depth analysis of common curse signs, their origins, and their impact on communication.
This book is a compelling read for linguists and sign language enthusiasts interested in the expressive power of
sign language.

3. Signed Insults: A Guide to Curse Words in American Sign Language
This practical guide introduces readers to the most commonly used curse words and insults in American Sign



Language (ASL). It offers clear descriptions and contextual explanations, helping learners understand when
and how these expressions are used. The book also discusses the cultural sensitivity necessary when addressing
or using profanity in ASL.

4. Taboo Hands: The Art of Cursing in Sign Language
Taboo Hands reveals the creative ways sign language users convey taboo and offensive language without
spoken words. Through vivid examples and cultural anecdotes, the book highlights the artistry and complexity
behind signing profanity. It also considers the role of non-manual markers such as facial expressions in
intensifying the impact of these signs.

5. Dirty Fingers: Exploring Offensive Signs in Deaf Culture
Dirty Fingers offers an eye-opening look at how offensive signs function within Deaf culture and communities.
The author discusses the balance between humor, offense, and social bonding in the use of curse words in sign
language. This book provides a respectful examination of a topic that is rarely covered in mainstream Deaf
studies.

6. The Foul Language of Hands: Curse Words Across Sign Languages
This comparative study surveys profanity in multiple sign languages, highlighting similarities and differences in
how curse words are constructed and conveyed. It includes examples from ASL, BSL, LSF, and more,
accompanied by cultural context for each language. The book is a valuable resource for researchers and
anyone curious about linguistic taboos in signed communication.

7. Expressive Outbursts: Emotional and Profane Signs in Sign Language
Expressive Outbursts focuses on the emotional intensity behind profane signs and how signers use them to vent
frustration, anger, or humor. The author discusses the psychological and social aspects of cursing in signed
languages, supported by interviews and real-life scenarios. This book sheds light on the human side of sign
language profanity.

8. Fingered Foul Language: Decoding Curse Words in Signed Speech
This book decodes the meanings and nuances of curse words in signed speech, providing readers with a detailed
glossary and usage notes. It also addresses the evolution of profane signs and their place in modern Deaf
communities. Fingered Foul Language serves as both an educational tool and a cultural exploration.

9. Unspoken Blasphemy: Profanity and Taboo in Sign Language Communication
Unspoken Blasphemy investigates the role of profanity and taboo subjects within sign language interactions,
emphasizing their social and cultural significance. The author explores how signed profanity challenges norms
and reflects identity in Deaf culture. This scholarly work combines linguistic analysis with ethnographic
research, making it essential reading for advanced students.
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Offensive Words examines offensive and vulgar language of young Poles in their everyday life
including its forms, uses, manifestations and the ways in which people censor their words and
sentences. The book presents a novel viewpoint on people’s psyche since we observe how society
reacts to other humans so as to impose taboos by censoring Polish language. This book is the first
book written in English on Polish swearing intended for the international reader (both linguists and
non-linguists) who can benefit from it. It offers an intriguing look into Polish swear words, their
classification in terms of offensiveness both from the perspective of quantitative and qualitative
research but also from the AI (Artificial Intelligence) viewpoint. Mixed methods research, i.e., a
questionnaire-based study and a corpus-based study, makes the research original. The findings
deepen our understanding of swearing and its role in language.
  sign language curse words: Dirty Sign Language Van James T, Allison O, 2011-06-07 GET D
RTY Next time you're signing with your friends, drop the ASL textbook formality and start flashing
the signs they don't teach in any classroom, including: - cool slang - funny insults - explicit sex terms
- raw swear words Dirty Sign Language teaches casual everyday words and expressions like: - Peace
out - Asshole. - Bit me - Dumbfuck - Boner - I'm hung like a horse.
  sign language curse words: The Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful Elizabeth
Allen, 2014-12-12 First, you are in shock, then denial, then you cry, and then you scream. You cry
some more, scream some more, then try to work it out. You ask yourself why at least twenty times a
day. You can't sleep. You blame him. You blame yourself. That's the nature of a breakup, and it's not
easy. In The Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful, author Elizabeth Allen offers
suggestions for surviving the journey through a middle-age breakup. Using examples from a host of
breakup stories, including her own, Allen presents a humorous guide to help you get through the
fiasco and come out of it a stronger, more vibrant, confident, powerful, and totally evolved woman.
Allen presents strategies for dealing with the emotional issues that arise after such an event, and
she explores other topics relating to women's health and well-being. With humor and sarcasm, The
Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful shows that moving on with your life after a
breakup provides a true testament to the strength of all women.
  sign language curse words: You Talkin' To Me? E.J. White, 2020-04-01 You Talkin' to Me?
explores the hidden history of English in New York City -- a history that encompasses social class,
immigration, culture, economics, and, of course, real estate. E.J. White illuminates a new dimension
of the city's landscape through entertaining stories of New York's most famous characters and
cultural institutions, from Broadway to the newsroom.
  sign language curse words: Spectacular Listening Byrd McDaniel, 2024 In ways both
mundane and sensational, listening can be an expressive act, enabling people to stage consumption
as a public practice -- what author Byrd McDaniel calls spectacular listening. With a range of
compelling ethnographic case studies, McDaniel investigates a broad shift in contemporary listening
norms and the stakes for listeners with disabilities. He reveals how listening-as-performance can be
an opportunity for play, as well as a critical practice that exposes ableism in music institutions,
technologies, and discourse.
  sign language curse words: The Forgotten Actresses Collection 1 ("The Forgotten Flapper,"
"The It Girl and Me," "Bathing Beauty") Laini Giles, 2020-01-18 The Forgotten Actresses series
combines real-life research with Hollywood Babylon flavor to create a sympathetic look at some
famous Hollywood hard-luck cases. Book One: The Forgotten Flapper - A presence lurks in New York
City’s New Amsterdam Theatre when the lights go down and the audience goes home. They say
she’s the ghost of OLIVE THOMAS, one of the loveliest girls who ever lit up the Ziegfeld Follies and
the silent screen. From her longtime home at the theater, Ollie’s ghost tells her story from her early
life in Pittsburgh to her tragic death at twenty-five.After winning a contest for “The Most Beautiful
Girl in New York,” shopgirl Ollie modeled for the most famous artists in New York, and then went on
to become the toast of Broadway. When Hollywood beckoned, Ollie signed first with Triangle
Pictures, and then with MYRON SELZNICK’s new production company, becoming most well known
for her work as a “baby vamp,” the precursor to the flappers of the 1920s. After a stormy courtship,



she married playboy JACK PICKFORD, MARY PICKFORD’s wastrel brother. Together they developed
a reputation for drinking, club-going, wrecking cars, and fighting, along with giving each other
expensive make-up gifts. Ollie's mysterious death in Paris’ Ritz Hotel in 1920 was one of Hollywood’s
first scandals, ensuring that her legend lived on. Book Two: The It Girl and Me- Daisy DeVoe has left
her abusive husband, her father has been pinched for bootlegging, and she's embarrassed by her
rural Kentucky roots. But on the plus side, she's climbing the ladder in the salon of Paramount
Pictures, styling hair for actress Clara Bow. Clara is a handful. The It Girl of the Jazz Age personifies
the new woman of the 1920s onscreen, smoking, drinking bootleg hooch, and bursting with sex
appeal. But her conduct off the set is even more scandalous. Hoping to impose a little order on
Clara's chaotic life, Paramount persuades Daisy to sign on as Clara's personal secretary. Thanks to
Daisy, Clara's bank account is soon flush with cash. And thanks to Clara, Daisy can finally shake off
her embarrassing past and achieve respectability for herself and her family. The trouble begins
when Clara's newest fiancé, cowboy star Rex Bell, wants to take over, and he and Daisy battle for
control. Torn between her loyalty to Clara and her love for her family, Daisy has to make a difficult
choice when she ends up in the county jail. Here, Daisy sets the record straight, from her
poverty-stricken childhood to her failed marriage; from a father in San Quentin to her rollercoaster
time with Clara, leaving out none of the juicy details. Book Three: Bathing Beauty- During
Hollywood’s infancy, Marie Prevost is a beautiful Canadian who becomes famous for her silent film
work with Mack Sennett’s Bathing Beauties.Lured away by an offer from Universal Pictures, she
makes more profitable flapper-themed movies, and when her contract ends, she moves to Warner
Brothers, where her star continues to rise. Her triumph in Ernst Lubitsch’s The Marriage Circle and
her marriage to actor Kenneth Harlan mark her as one of filmdom’s biggest stars of the 1920s. But
in 1926, a series of tragedies combine to torpedo her career. By the 1930s, with her star fallen,
Marie desperately claws her way back, fighting weight gain and alcohol in her struggle to get back
on top. In Bathing Beauty, Marie tells the story of her rise to fame and her struggle to regain it,
despite all the odds.
  sign language curse words: Profanity, Obscenity and the Media Melvin J. Lasky,
2017-12-02 This is the second volume of Melvin J. Lasky's The Language of Journalism series,
praised as a brilliant and original study in communications and contemporary language, and as a joy
to read. When it was first published, it broke ground in focusing on the comparative styles and
prejudices of mainstream American and British newspapers, and in its trenchant analysis of their
systematic debasement of language in the face of obligatory platitudes and compulsory euphemisms.
Lasky documents the growing crisis affecting honest, thoughtful, and independent journalism in the
Western world. He extends the scope of his first volume in the trilogy and deepens the
interpretation. He also adds a personal touch of wit and anecdote, as one might expect from an
experienced international journalist and historian. Lasky's examination of the use of formerly
forbidden language is a triumph of sinuous semantics. In his incisive analysis, we see the tortuous
struggle of a once Puritanized literary culture writhing to break free of censorship and
self-censorship. This volume on the phenomenon of profanity adds another dimension to Lasky's
thesis on mass culture's trivialization of real social and political phenomena. It also underscores our
society's embrace of banality, in standardizing politically correct jargon and slang. Readers of the
first volume will find here a new range of references to illuminate the detail of what our newspapers
have been publishing.
  sign language curse words: How You Say it Katherine D. Kinzler, 2020 Our speech largely
reflects the voices we heard as children. For the most part we are forever marked by our native
tongue-and are hardwired to prejudge others by theirs, often with serious consequences. Your
accent alone can determine the economic opportunity or discrimination you encounter in life,
making speech one of the most urgent social-justice issues of our day. Ultimately, Kinzler shows, our
linguistic differences can also be a force for good
  sign language curse words: Thinking with an Accent Pooja Rangan, 2023-02-21 A free
ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s Open Access



publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. Everyone speaks with an accent, but
what is an accent? Thinking with an Accent introduces accent as a powerfully coded yet
underexplored mode of perception that includes looking, listening, acting, reading, and thinking.
This volume convenes scholars of media, literature, education, law, language, and sound to theorize
accent as an object of inquiry, an interdisciplinary method, and an embodied practice. Accent does
more than just denote identity: from algorithmic bias and corporate pedagogy to migratory poetics
and the politics of comparison, accent mediates global economies of discrimination and desire.
Accents happen between bodies and media. They negotiate power and invite attunement. These
essays invite the reader to think with an accent—to practice a dialogical and multimodal inquiry that
can yield transformative modalities of knowledge, action, and care.
  sign language curse words: Filthy English Peter Silverton, 2011-11-03 When the Sex Pistols
swore live on tea-time telly in 1976, there was outrage across Britain. Headlines screamed.
Christians marched. TVs were kicked in. Thirty years on, all those words are media-mainstream -
bandied about with impunity on TV and in the papers. This is the story of our bad language and its
three-decade journey from the fringes of decency to the working centre of a more linguistically
liberal nation. Silverton takes a clear, comprehensive and witty look at swearing and the impact of
its new acceptability on our language, our manners and our society. He considers how we have
become more openly emotional, yet more wary about insulting others. And how it's seemingly
become alright to say **** and **** but not ****** or ****. This is the story of that cultural revolution,
written by one who was there at the start, proudly striking some of the first blows in the long
struggle for the right to reclaim filthy English and use it.
  sign language curse words: Mental Floss: Curious Compendium of Wonderful Words
Erin McCarthy, Mental Floss, 2023-06-06 Ever wonder if there is a synonym for the word synonym?
Or why people really hate the word “moist?” Maybe you want to know why we tell a person to take
something “with a grain of salt,” or why McDonalds went to war with a dictionary. From obscure
words to the best literary insults ever written, this linguistic miscellany is sure to spice up your
vocabulary, make you a whizz at word games, and prepare you for plenty of wordy repartee for your
next soiree, with some of the most bizarre terms you never knew you needed. A CACOPHONY OF
WORDS: Learn the meaning and surprising history of hundreds of words and phrases LOTS OF
LISTS: Discover curated collections of literary insults, old-timey words, popular slang, and much
more WORD GAME WIZ: Includes tips for mastering popular word games from Scrabble to Wordle
WIT FOR WRITERS: Writers looking for just the right word will be inspired by hundreds of unusual
and obscure words REFERENCE FOR READERS: Fans of every genre, from Norse Myths to
Victorian Romance will find histories, origins, and backstories of the words that make up their
favorites reads COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION: Mental Floss: The Curious Reader, Mental Floss:
The Curious Movie Buff, and Mental Floss: The Curious Viewer are also available.
  sign language curse words: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith
Allan, 2019 This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and
describe taboo words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. It
examines topics such as impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation
of tabooed words, and the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
  sign language curse words: Drunk Talk Mike Davis, TL Banks, 2022-03-28 Drunk Talk is a one
of a kind book with something for everyone and will have you laughing hysterically as you are forced
to question what you believe to be true. Included are forty-eight short discussions about different
aspects of life with a twist of humor, your drunken fortune, and unique quotes to keep you focused.
To those who think they have heard it all, be prepared to be shocked.
  sign language curse words: Profile of an Iconoclast Abne M. Eisenberg, 2015-09-25 By
opening this book, you will become privy to the thoughts I have accumulated over the past ninety
years. They range from banal to bizarre, abstract to concrete, serious to frivolous. The credo that
has given my life the most meaning comes from a maxim penned by Socrates: The unexamined life is
not worth living. I have spent many days and countless nights devouring the pearls of wisdom



generated by great minds that are no longer with us. They will, however, live on as long as they are
remembered. Once they are forgotten, their labors will rejoin them in death. As a student, I once
challenged a professor suggesting that a remark he made conflicted with a statement on page 17 in
our textbook. He parried by saying, Tear that page out. Hence, if you encounter something in this
book with which you disagree, you have my permission to tear that page out. Until we meet again,
regard these words as my pre-mortem eulogy.
  sign language curse words: Accidental Tryst Natasha Boyd, Tasha Boyd, 2018-03-06
  sign language curse words: What the F Benjamin Bergen, 2016-09-13 Holy, fucking, shit,
nigger -- What makes a four-letter word? -- One finger is worth a thousand words -- The holy priest
with the vulgar tongue -- The day the Pope dropped the c-bomb -- Fucking grammar -- How cock lost
its feathers -- Little Samoan potty mouths -- Fragile little minds -- The $100,000 word -- The paradox
of profanity -- Epilogue: What screwed the mooch?.
  sign language curse words: The Gangster's Cousin Salvatore "Sal" Lucania, 2019-06-21 The
autobiography of a member of Charles “Lucky” Luciano’s Mafia family. “The reader gets a real sense
of code, of honor, courage and commitment” (London TV). “I was born an outlaw in outlaw culture. I
refused to be forced into the powerless class of the ordinary, law-abiding citizen. I always saw things
from outside the box because I was born outside the box, so I was free to think for myself.” Born in
1942, Salvatore “Sal” Lucania was not only raised but educated by the streets of East Harlem.
Dropping out of his Catholic high school at fifteen after punching out a priest, a formal education
was not Sal’s future. As such, it would have been easy to fall into the trappings of “made man” status
in the mafia, like his cousin Charles “Lucky” Luciano. But Sal had a different vision of the future, if
he could just escape the confines of his neighborhood and defy the ways of the people in power: the
bullies, the “ruling class,” local government corruption and his own mafia family culture—in order to
create a different life than the one fate might have otherwise intended. The Gangster’s Cousin is a
wonderfully different take on the usual Mafia story. Sal’s memoir takes the reader on a sometimes
exciting, sometimes poignant, and often humorous adventure as he finds himself in unbelievable
situations and meeting an array of unique and funny characters along the way. Follow Sal’s
one-of-a-kind perspective and find out why he strives so hard to stay ahead of a different type of
criminal class—the people who make the rules.
  sign language curse words: Approaches to Language and Culture Svenja Völkel, Nico
Nassenstein, 2022-08-22 This book provides an overview of approaches to language and culture, and
it outlines the broad interdisciplinary field of anthropological linguistics and linguistic anthropology.
It identifies current and future directions of research, including language socialization, language
reclamation, speech styles and genres, language ideology, verbal taboo, social indexicality, emotion,
time, and many more. Furthermore, it offers areal perspectives on the study of language in cultural
contexts (namely Africa, the Americas, Australia and Oceania, Mainland Southeast Asia, and
Europe), and it lays the foundation for future developments within the field. In this way, the book
bridges the disciplines of cultural anthropology and linguistics and paves the way for the new book
series Anthropological Linguistics.
  sign language curse words: The It Girl and Me Laini Giles, 2017-03-25 Daisy DeVoe has left
her abusive husband, her father has been pinched for bootlegging, and she’s embarrassed by her
rural Kentucky roots. But on the plus side, she’s climbing the ladder in the salon of Paramount
Pictures, styling hair for actress Clara Bow. Clara is a handful. The “It” Girl of the Jazz Age
personifies the new woman of the 1920s onscreen, smoking, drinking bootleg hooch, and bursting
with sex appeal. But her conduct off the set is even more scandalous. Hoping to impose a little order
on Clara’s chaotic life, Paramount persuades Daisy to sign on as Clara’s personal secretary. Thanks
to Daisy, Clara's bank account is soon flush with cash. And thanks to Clara, Daisy can finally shake
off her embarrassing past and achieve respectability for herself and her family. The trouble begins
when Clara’s newest fiancé, cowboy star Rex Bell, wants to take over, and he and Daisy battle for
control. Torn between her loyalty to Clara and her love for her family, Daisy has to make a difficult
choice when she ends up in the county jail. Here, Daisy sets the record straight, from her



poverty-striken childhood to her failed marriage; from a father in San Quentin to her rollercoaster
time with Clara, leaving out none of the juicy details.
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