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stephen krashen second language acquisition is a foundational concept in the field of linguistics
and language education. Krashen’s theories have profoundly influenced how educators and
researchers understand the process of learning a new language beyond one’s mother tongue. This
comprehensive article explores the core principles of Stephen Krashen’s second language
acquisition theory, emphasizing his influential hypotheses and their practical applications in
language teaching. Readers will gain insight into the distinction between language acquisition and
learning, the critical role of comprehensible input, and the affective factors that impact language
proficiency development. Furthermore, the article discusses how Krashen’s work contrasts with
other language acquisition models and its lasting impact on modern language instruction
methodologies. The content is crafted to provide clarity on complex concepts while maintaining
relevance to educators, linguists, and language learners. The following sections will delve into key
components of Krashen’s theory, its hypotheses, educational implications, and critiques.

Overview of Stephen Krashen’s Second Language Acquisition Theory

Key Hypotheses in Krashen’s Model

Comprehensible Input and Its Importance

Affective Factors in Language Acquisition

Applications in Language Teaching

Critiques and Limitations of Krashen’s Theory

Overview of Stephen Krashen’s Second Language
Acquisition Theory
Stephen Krashen’s second language acquisition theory revolutionized the understanding of how
people learn languages other than their native tongue. Introduced in the late 1970s and 1980s, his
theory emphasizes naturalistic language acquisition over formal instruction. Krashen distinguished
between two processes: language acquisition and language learning. Acquisition refers to the
subconscious process of absorbing language through meaningful interaction, similar to how children
learn their first language. Learning, on the other hand, involves conscious knowledge of language
rules and grammar gained through formal study. This foundational distinction is critical in Krashen’s
approach, asserting that acquisition is more effective for developing fluency and communicative
competence.

Krashen’s theory is built upon several interrelated hypotheses that explain how second language
acquisition occurs. These hypotheses form a comprehensive model that has influenced language
teaching practices worldwide. The theory advocates for a focus on input that is understandable and
meaningful to learners rather than on explicit grammar instruction. This approach has reshaped



language education by promoting immersive and communicative methods that prioritize natural
language exposure.

Key Hypotheses in Krashen’s Model
Stephen Krashen’s second language acquisition theory is composed of five main hypotheses that
collectively describe the process of language acquisition. Each hypothesis addresses different
aspects of how learners acquire a second language and how educators can facilitate this process
effectively.

The Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis
This hypothesis differentiates between acquisition and learning. Acquisition is a subconscious
process resulting in intuitive language ability, while learning is conscious knowledge of language
rules. According to Krashen, true language proficiency stems primarily from acquisition rather than
learning.

The Monitor Hypothesis
The monitor hypothesis explains how learned knowledge acts as an editor or "monitor" that can
correct or modify language output produced through acquisition. However, overreliance on this
monitor can hinder fluency, as excessive self-correction interrupts natural communication.

The Natural Order Hypothesis
Krashen posits that language learners acquire grammatical structures in a predictable sequence,
regardless of their native language or the order in which grammar is taught. Understanding this
natural order helps educators prioritize instruction.

The Input Hypothesis
One of the most influential aspects of Krashen’s theory, the input hypothesis asserts that learners
acquire language best when exposed to input that is slightly beyond their current level of
competence, known as "i+1". This means learners need comprehensible input that challenges them
just enough to promote acquisition without causing frustration.

The Affective Filter Hypothesis
This hypothesis highlights the role of emotional variables such as motivation, anxiety, and self-
confidence in second language acquisition. A low affective filter allows learners to absorb language
more effectively, while high anxiety or low motivation can block language input and hinder
acquisition.



Comprehensible Input and Its Importance
Comprehensible input is central to Stephen Krashen’s second language acquisition theory. It refers
to language input that learners can understand despite not knowing all the words or structures,
typically because of contextual clues or prior knowledge. Krashen argues that exposure to such
input is essential for natural language acquisition.

Providing learners with comprehensible input can take many forms, including:

Listening to conversations slightly above their current proficiency

Reading texts that are challenging but understandable

Engaging in interactive communication with native or fluent speakers

Using visual aids, gestures, and context to support understanding

By focusing on input that is meaningful and contextually supported, educators can help learners
internalize new language structures without explicit grammar instruction. This approach contrasts
with traditional methods that emphasize rote memorization and repetitive drills.

Affective Factors in Language Acquisition
In Krashen’s model, affective factors significantly influence the success of second language
acquisition. These emotional and psychological elements can either facilitate or impede the
acquisition process, depending on the learner’s state of mind.

Motivation
Motivation drives learners to engage with the language and persist through challenges. High
motivation correlates with increased exposure to and practice with the target language, enhancing
acquisition.

Anxiety
Language learning anxiety can raise the affective filter, blocking comprehensible input and reducing
language acquisition efficiency. Creating a low-stress environment encourages better language
absorption.

Self-confidence
Confidence enables learners to take risks in communication, essential for practicing and acquiring
language skills. Krashen emphasizes the need for supportive and positive learning environments to



boost learner confidence.

Applications in Language Teaching
Stephen Krashen’s second language acquisition theory has had a profound impact on language
teaching methodologies. His emphasis on naturalistic learning conditions and meaningful input has
led to instructional strategies that prioritize communication and learner engagement.

Common applications in educational settings include:

Immersive Language Environments: Creating settings where learners are surrounded by1.
the target language encourages natural acquisition.

Focus on Comprehensible Input: Designing lessons that provide understandable language2.
input at the appropriate level, often through storytelling, dialogues, and multimedia resources.

Reducing Affective Barriers: Implementing low-anxiety classrooms that foster motivation3.
and confidence to lower the affective filter.

Delayed Grammar Instruction: Prioritizing communication and acquisition before4.
introducing explicit grammar teaching.

Use of Authentic Materials: Employing real-world texts and audio that reflect natural5.
language use.

These approaches align with Krashen’s vision of language acquisition as a subconscious process that
thrives in supportive, input-rich environments rather than through mechanical drills or isolated
grammar exercises.

Critiques and Limitations of Krashen’s Theory
While Stephen Krashen’s second language acquisition theory has been influential, it has also faced
critiques and limitations. Scholars have debated the practical applicability and empirical support for
some of his hypotheses.

Key critiques include:

Overemphasis on Comprehensible Input: Critics argue that input alone may not be
sufficient for all aspects of language acquisition, such as productive skills and grammatical
accuracy.

Lack of Clear Mechanisms: Some researchers find Krashen’s model vague regarding how
the subconscious acquisition process operates neurologically or cognitively.

Underestimation of Output and Interaction: The theory largely downplays the role of



language production and interaction, which other models emphasize as critical for language
development.

Limited Attention to Individual Differences: The affective filter hypothesis acknowledges
emotional factors but does not fully account for cognitive diversity among learners.

Despite these critiques, Krashen’s theory remains a cornerstone in language acquisition research
and continues to inspire pedagogical innovations worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Stephen Krashen and what is his contribution to
second language acquisition?
Stephen Krashen is a linguist and educational researcher known for his influential theories on
second language acquisition, particularly his Input Hypothesis and the distinction between
acquisition and learning.

What is Stephen Krashen's Input Hypothesis in second
language acquisition?
The Input Hypothesis posits that language learners acquire language best when they are exposed to
comprehensible input that is slightly above their current proficiency level, often summarized as
'i+1'.

How does Stephen Krashen differentiate between language
acquisition and language learning?
Krashen differentiates acquisition as a subconscious process similar to how children learn their first
language, while learning is a conscious process involving formal instruction and knowledge about a
language.

What role does 'comprehensible input' play in Krashen's
theory of second language acquisition?
Comprehensible input is essential in Krashen's theory; learners acquire language effectively when
they understand the input they receive, which facilitates natural language development.

What is the Affective Filter Hypothesis proposed by Stephen
Krashen?
The Affective Filter Hypothesis suggests that emotional factors such as motivation, self-confidence,
and anxiety can influence language acquisition by either facilitating or blocking the intake of



comprehensible input.

How can educators apply Krashen's theories to improve
second language teaching?
Educators can focus on providing ample comprehensible input, reducing learner anxiety,
encouraging natural communication, and minimizing formal grammar instruction to enhance
language acquisition.

What criticisms have been made against Stephen Krashen's
second language acquisition theories?
Critics argue that Krashen's theories lack empirical rigor, underestimate the role of output and
interaction, and do not sufficiently address the complexity of language learning in diverse contexts.

What is the Natural Order Hypothesis in Krashen's second
language acquisition theory?
The Natural Order Hypothesis claims that language learners acquire grammatical structures in a
predictable sequence, regardless of the learner's first language or explicit instruction.

How does Krashen's Monitor Hypothesis explain the use of
learned language knowledge?
The Monitor Hypothesis states that the conscious knowledge gained through learning acts as a
'monitor' to edit or correct language output, but over-reliance on this can hinder fluent
communication.

Additional Resources
1. Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition
This foundational book by Stephen Krashen outlines his influential theories on second language
acquisition, including the input hypothesis, the natural order hypothesis, and the affective filter
hypothesis. Krashen emphasizes the importance of comprehensible input and natural communication
over formal grammar instruction. The work has been pivotal in shaping language teaching
methodologies worldwide.

2. The Power of Reading: Insights from the Research
In this book, Krashen explores the critical role of reading in language acquisition and literacy
development. He argues that voluntary reading significantly improves vocabulary, grammar, and
overall language proficiency. The book compiles extensive research supporting reading as a key
input for language learners and advocates for increased access to appealing reading materials.

3. Second Language Acquisition and Second Language Learning
Krashen differentiates between subconscious language acquisition and conscious language learning
in this influential text. He discusses how meaningful communication and exposure to language input
lead to acquisition, while explicit grammar study results in learning. The book provides practical



implications for language educators based on his acquisition theory.

4. Explorations in Language Acquisition and Use
This collection of essays by Krashen delves into various aspects of language acquisition, including
bilingual education, reading, and language policy. The work reinforces his key hypotheses and offers
insights into applying his theories in diverse educational contexts. It serves as a valuable resource
for researchers and practitioners interested in language acquisition.

5. Free Voluntary Reading
Krashen advocates for free voluntary reading as a cornerstone of effective language acquisition. The
book compiles evidence showing how self-selected reading improves language skills without the
pressure of formal instruction. It also discusses strategies for encouraging reading habits among
language learners.

6. Language Acquisition and Language Education: Extensions and Applications
This text expands on Krashen’s theories by exploring their application in classroom settings and
language education policies. It addresses challenges in implementing input-based approaches and
offers solutions for educators. The book bridges theoretical concepts with practical teaching
methods.

7. Natural Approach: Language Acquisition in the Classroom
Co-authored by Stephen Krashen and Tracy Terrell, this book introduces the Natural Approach, a
teaching methodology grounded in Krashen’s acquisition theory. It emphasizes comprehensible
input, low anxiety, and meaningful communication as keys to language learning success. The book
includes practical classroom activities and lesson planning advice.

8. Understanding Second Language Acquisition
This accessible book provides an overview of major theories in second language acquisition, with a
strong focus on Krashen’s contributions. It explains complex concepts in clear language, making it
suitable for both students and educators. The text highlights the importance of input and motivation
in acquiring a second language.

9. Immersion Education: Practices, Policies, Possibilities
Krashen examines immersion education programs through the lens of his acquisition theory in this
book. He discusses how immersive environments provide natural, meaningful input crucial for
language acquisition. The book evaluates the effectiveness of immersion and offers
recommendations for program development.
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acquisition, summarising the current state of second language acquisition theory, drawing general
conclusions about its application to methods and materials and describing what characteristics
effective materials should have. The author concludes that a solution to language teaching lies not
so much in expensive equipment, exotic new methods, or sophisticated language analysis, but rather
in the full utilisation of the most important resources - native speakers of the language - in real
communication.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition and Second
Language Learning Stephen D. Krashen, 1981 On the Monitor Theory of adult second language
acquisition.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Krashen's Monitor Theory on the
Relation between Spontaneous and Guided Language Learning Anja Benthin, 2015-05-07
Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Linguistics, grade: 1, University of Frankfurt (Main), language: English, abstract: Stephen Krashen’s
monitor theory tried to provide two explanations of how exactly a second language learner acquires
or learns a second language. His theory, although developed around twenty years ago, had an
undeniable influence on many linguists and teachers alike. However, there have also been many
opponents to his hypotheses. By taking a closer look at Krashen’s theory one will realise that there
are a variety of ambiguities and paradoxes involved. Other linguists have conducted studies that
show evidence for a different relationship of the two ways of acquiring a second language. First of
all, this essay will provide definitions of the two ways in which a learner can acquire a new language,
according to Krashen, which are spontaneous language acquisition and guided language acquisition
or using Krashen’s terms acquisition and learning. I will go on trying to demonstrate just how many
errors and inadequacies Krashen’s theory contains by providing a summary of Krashen’s monitor
theory, containing all of Krashen’s ambiguous ideas. After having gained a general overview of
Krashen’s monitor model, objections and criticisms to Krashen’s hypotheses by some of his harshest
critics will follow. In the very last part of this research, I will try to outline some more recent views
on the relationship of spontaneous and guided language learning, based on research and studies
conducted by other linguists. This will demonstrate that Krashen’s monitor model is not the ideal
description of the way learners acquire or learn a second language.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: A Critical Exploration of Krashen's
Extended Comprehension Hypothesis Marc Weinrich, 2010-10-11 Seminar paper from the year
2009 in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Pedagogy, Literature Studies, grade: 1,0,
University of Hildesheim (Institut für englische Sprache und ihre Literatur), course: Language
Acquisition, language: English, abstract: Stephen Krashen has been one of the most influential
contemporary linguists in the field of second language acquisition (SLA). He became well-known on
account of various concepts that he created such as the Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis, the
Monitor Hypothesis, the Affective Filter Hypothesis, the Input Hypothesis and the Natural Order
Hypothesis. These concepts play an important role in the study of second language acquisition, but
they are also seen as somewhat controversial in the field of SLA. At the beginning of 2009, an article
was published in which Krashen expands upon his own Input Hypothesis, also known as the
Comprehension Hypothesis. A critical look will be taken at Krashen’s statements in which the
Comprehension Hypothesis will be explored and opposing theories and approaches will be
discussed. There will also be a focus on what can be inferred from the Comprehension Hypothesis
and the discussion of this hypothesis. A conclusion will be drawn as to what this means for second
language education at school. The goal of this paper is to present the controversy surrounding
Krashen’s Comprehension Hypothesis by exploring its weaknesses and providing an alternative and
critical perspective.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Explorations in Language Acquisition and
Use Stephen D. Krashen, 2003 To those familiar with the field of linguistics and second-language
acquisition, Stephen Krashen needs no introduction. He has published well over 300 books and
articles and has been invited to deliver more than 300 lectures at universities throughout the United



States and abroad. His widely known theory of second-language acquisition has had a huge impact
on all areas of second-language research and teaching since the 1970s. This book amounts to a
summary and assessment by Krashen of much of his work thus far, as well as a compilation of his
thoughts about the future. Here, readers can follow Krashen as he reviews the fundamentals of
second-language acquisition theory presents some of the original research supporting the theory and
more recent studies offers counterarguments to criticisms explores new areas that have promise for
progress in both theory and application. An invaluable resource on the results of Krashen's many
years of research and application, this book covers a wide range of topics: from the role of the
input/comprehension hypothesis (and its current rival-the comprehensible output hypothesis), the
still-very-good idea of free voluntary reading, and current issues and controversies about teaching
grammar, to considerations of how it is we grow intellectually, or how we get smart.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual
Education Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections:
individual bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures,
graphs, maps and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Teaching Writing as a Second Language
Alice Horning, 1986-09-26 Classrooms filled with glassy-eyed students provide an experiential base
for Alice S. Horning’s new comprehensive theory about basic writers. Horning explores the theory of
writing acquisition in detail. Her examination of spoken and written language and redundancy give a
theoretical base to her argument that academic discourse is a separate linguistic system
characterized by particular psycholinguistic features. She proposes that basic writers learn to write
as other learners master a second language because for them, academic written English is a whole
new language. She explores the many connections to be found in second language acquisition
research to the teaching and learning of writing and gives special attention to the interlanguage
hypothesis, pidginization theory, and the Monitor theory. She also addresses the role of affective
factors (feelings, attitudes, emotions, and motivation) in the success or failure of writing students.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: The Natural Approach Stephen D.
Krashen, Tracy D. Terrell, 1988 Stephen Krashen's Second Language Acquisition and Second
Language Learning gave rise to a debate that has been growing in scale and importance ever since.
Based on the important acquisition learning distinction, described by Earl Stevick as '...potentially
the most fruitful concept for language teachers that has come out of the linguistic sciences during
my professional lifetime...', Krashen's Monitor Theory provided a unique insight into the process at
work in language studies. It gained the Modern Languages Associations's Kenneth B. Mildenberger
award for the greatest contribution to second language education for that year.In this book, Stephen
Krashen has combined with Tracy Terrell whose prodigious teaching skill and energy has enthralled
gatherings of teachers in Europe and USA, to derive from that empirically grounded theory, a new
approach to the teaching of second and foreign languages. Responding to the challenge to translate
theory into practice, the two authors have followed through the findings of the researchers to
produce an essentially classroom based, practical formulation of teaching method that is relatively
simple to use, easily adapted to a variety of situations and capable of efficient modification for
different types of learners, with varied cognitive styles.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Introducing Second Language Acquisition
Muriel Saville-Troike, 2005-11-17 Written for students encountering the topic for the first time, this
is a clear and practical introduction to second language acquisition (SLA). It explains in
non-technical language how a second language is acquired; what the second language learner needs
to know; and why some learners are more successful than others. The textbook introduces in a
step-by-step fashion a range of fundamental concepts – such as SLA in adults and children, in formal
and informal learning contexts, and in diverse socio-cultural settings – and takes an interdisciplinary
approach, encouraging students to consider SLA from linguistic, psychological and social
perspectives. Each chapter contains a list of key terms, a summary, and a range of graded exercises
suitable for self-testing or class discussion. Providing a solid foundation in SLA, this book is set to



become the leading introduction to the field for students of linguistics, psychology, and education,
and trainee language teachers.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Krashen's Hypotheses. A critical and
reflected perspective Martina Alexandra Hunkler, 2017-08-10 Seminar paper from the year 2016
in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Pedagogy, Literature Studies, grade: 1,0, Karlsruhe
University of Education, language: English, abstract: This paper deals with one of the most
influential linguists in the field second language acquisition, Stephen D. Krashen. His theoretical
framework provides essential implications for prospective language teachers. The focus of the
following explorations will remain in the realm of theory and not extend to practical handson advice
for the second language classroom. Krashen claims to have put forth an “overall theory” (Krashen
1985: 1) of second language acquisition accompanied by implications for teaching. Starting with one
hypothesis automatically leads to the others. As all five hypotheses are interlinked this closely they
will be presented concisely in the first part of this paper by drawing on various works published by
Krashen. The second part of this paper gives an overview of the controversial aspects regarding
Krashen’s hypotheses. Some of the weaknesses found in the Input Hypothesis, the
Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis, and the Natural Order Hypothesis will be addressed by
Pienemann’s Processability Theory. Afterwards the Monitor Hypothesis and the Affective Filter
Hypothesis will be critically explored. In this paper Krashen’s original texts are used as reference in
order to be able to get a deeper understanding of his theoretical work and the alterations the
hypotheses have undergone over the years. The voices of criticism have been collected in the years
following his publications but also in recent years. The goal of this paper is to present Krashen’s
framework and explore its weaknesses in order to present a critical and reflected perspective.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: The Input Hypothesis Stephen D. Krashen,
1985
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Introducing Second Language Acquisition
Kirsten M. Hummel, 2021-02-24 An up-to-date overview of second language acquisition, designed to
engage 21st-century learners Introducing Second Language Acquisition: Perspectives and Practices
provides a clear and comprehensive introduction to the main concepts, issues, and debates in second
language acquisition studies. This introductory textbook is aimed specifically at students
encountering the topic for the first time. Each chapter offers a modern layout with engaging
pedagogical features such as self-assessment and discussion questions, project ideas, and further
reading and viewing suggestions. The second edition of Introducing Second Language Acquisition:
Perspectives and Practices has been fully updated to reflect the most recent scholarship in the field.
It introduces a new structure, featuring separate chapters on theoretical perspectives which cover
past and present approaches as well as cognitive approaches. New content also includes sections on
skill acquisition theory, translanguaging, second language literacy development, and
multilingualism. Written in accessible language and with a focus on practical applications, this go-to
textbook is a clear and concise introduction to second language acquisition studies, offering lessons
drawn from the latest leading research. It is an ideal resource for students in applied linguistics and
second language education. This key text offers: Comprehensive coverage of the latest research in
second language acquisition studies Improved organizational structure to promote greater student
comprehension Engaging introduction to the theoretical underpinnings of second language
acquisition, with chapters on first language acquisition and bilingualism and multilingualism
Coverage of key topics including acquisition contexts, theoretical perspectives, language teaching
methods, and individual differences Pedagogical tools to aid student learning, including “language
learning in practice” textboxes, bolded terms defined in the margins, and an end-of-book glossary
With a strong focus on the fundamentals, this second edition of Introducing Second Language
Acquisition stands as an innovative guide. This book is ideal for today’s undergraduate students,
offering a practical focus and appealing format that will aid in learning and provide a solid
foundation for further study.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: The Psychology of Second Language



Acquisition Zoltan Dornyei, 2013-01-10 The Psychology of Second Language Acquisition offers a
systematic and accessible overview of the main psychological areas and theories in order to keep
abreast of the ongoing paradigm shift.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition in Action
Andrea Nava, Luciana Pedrazzini, 2018-03-22 Despite the key role played by second language
acquisition (SLA) courses in linguistics, teacher education and language teaching degrees,
participants often struggle to bridge the gap between SLA theories and their many applications in
the classroom. In order to overcome the 'transfer' problem from theory to practice, Andrea Nava and
Luciana Pedrazzini present SLA principles through the actions and words of teachers and learners.
Second Language Acquisition in Action identifies eight important SLA principles and involves
readers in an 'experiential' approach which enables them to explore these principles 'in action'. Each
chapter is structured around three stages: experience and reflection; conceptualisation; and
restructuring and planning. Discussion questions and tasks represent the core of the book. These
help readers in the process of 'experiencing' SLA research and provide them with opportunities to
try their hands at different areas of language teachers' professional expertise. Aimed at those on
applied linguistics MA courses, TESOL/EFL trainees and in-service teachers, Second Language
Acquisition in Action features: · Key Questions at the start of each chapter · Data-based tasks to
foster reflection and to help bridge the gap between theory and practice · Audiovisual extracts of
lessons on an accompanying website · Further Reading suggestions at the end of each chapter
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition vs. Second
Language Learning Matthias Dorsch, 2011-11-07 Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject
English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2,3, University of Stuttgart (Institut
für Linguistik: Anglistik), course: Hauptseminar: Language Contact, language: English, abstract:
This paper wants to examine the two processes of acquisition and learning, compare them to find
differences and possible similarities and try to find ways to make use of the processes by taking
influence on them through intelligent teaching. The field contains multiple approaches and positions
among the different researchers. Within this paper, I want to accentuate the two main notions of the
research. One of them considers acquisition to be the only effective way to gain language
knowledge, the other argues for learning. As representatives of the respective stream, I want to
highlight Stephen Krashen's research for the acquisition position and Robert DeKeyser and
Catherine J. Doughty on the learning side. Finally, I want to try to derive a couple of possible
implications from the research which could enhance second language teaching for the future.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition Roumyana
Slabakova, 2016-04-15 This textbook approaches second language acquisition from the perspective
of generative linguistics. Roumyana Slabakova reviews and discusses paradigms and findings from
the last thirty years of research in the field, focussing in particular on how the second or additional
language is represented in the mind and how it is used in communication. The adoption and analysis
of a specific model of acquisition, the Bottleneck Hypothesis, provides a unifying perspective. The
book assumes some non-technical knowledge of linguistics, but important concepts are clearly
introduced and defined throughout, making it a valuable resource not only for undergraduate and
graduate students of linguistics, but also for researchers in cognitive science and language teachers.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition Myths Steven
Brown, Jenifer Larson-Hall, 2012-03-15 This volume was conceived as a first book in SLA for
advanced undergraduate or introductory master’s courses that include education majors, foreign
language education majors, and English majors. It’s also an excellent resource for practicing
teachers. Both the research and pedagogy in this book are based on the newest research in the field
of second language acquisition. It is not the goal of this book to address every SLA theory or teach
research methodology. It does however address the myths and questions that non-specialist teacher
candidates have about language learning. Steven Brown is the co-author of the introductory applied
linguistics textbook Understanding Language Structure, Interaction, and Variation textbook (and
workbook). The myths challenged in this book are: § Children learn languages quickly and easily



while adults are ineffective in comparison. § A true bilingual is someone who speaks two languages
perfectly. § You can acquire a language simply through listening or reading. § Practice makes
perfect. § Language students learn (and retain) what they are taught. § Language learners always
benefit from correction. § Individual differences are a major, perhaps the major, factor in SLA. §
Language acquisition is the individual acquisition of grammar.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Key Concepts in Second Language
Acquisition Shawn Loewen, Hayo Reinders, 2017-09-16 What does it mean to acquire a language?
What is considered a 'second' language in multilingual settings? This practical and comprehensive
guide provides an opportunity to consider these issues, providing easy access to concise definitions
of key terms and concepts in the study of Second Language Acquisition.
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: The Handbook of Spanish Second Language
Acquisition Kimberly L. Geeslin, 2018-08-14 Bringing together a comprehensive collection of
newly-commissioned articles, this Handbook covers the most recent developments across a range of
sub-fields relevant to the study of second language Spanish. Provides a unique and much-needed
collection of new research in this subject, compiled and written by experts in the field Offers a
critical account of the most current, ground-breaking developments across key fields, each of which
has seen innovative empirical research in the past decade Covers a broad range of issues including
current theoretical approaches, alongside a variety of entries within such areas as the sound system,
morphosyntax, individual and social factors, and instructed language learning Presents a variety of
methodological approaches spanning the active areas of research in language acquisition
  stephen krashen second language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition Rod Ellis,
1997 In the age of the global village and the world wide web, understanding the way in which people
learn languages is of ever increasing importance. This book makes the essentials of this rapidly
expanding area of study accessible to readers encountering it for the first time.
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