
special education transition planning
special education transition planning is a critical process designed to support students with
disabilities as they move from the educational environment to post-secondary life. This planning
involves a coordinated set of activities that focus on preparing students for adulthood, including
employment, higher education, independent living, and community participation. Effective transition
planning ensures that students receive the necessary services and support tailored to their individual
needs and goals. This article explores the key components of special education transition planning,
legal requirements, roles of stakeholders, and best practices to optimize outcomes. Understanding
these elements can empower educators, families, and students to collaborate successfully in
developing meaningful transition plans. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of
the process, addressing its importance, implementation strategies, and resources available.
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Understanding Special Education Transition Planning
Special education transition planning is a structured approach aimed at preparing students with
disabilities for life after high school. It is a vital part of the Individualized Education Program (IEP)
process for students typically starting at age 16, or younger if appropriate. The planning process
focuses on identifying the student's strengths, preferences, and interests to set achievable goals for
post-secondary education, employment, independent living, and community involvement. Transition
planning is not a one-time event but a dynamic, ongoing process that evolves as the student's needs
and aspirations develop. It bridges the gap between school services and adult life, providing a
roadmap to help students achieve greater independence and success.

Definition and Purpose
The primary purpose of special education transition planning is to ensure that students with
disabilities receive coordinated support to achieve their post-school goals. It involves assessing the
student’s skills and needs, exploring potential career paths, and outlining necessary accommodations
and services. This planning helps reduce barriers to employment, further education, and community
engagement by fostering skills and access to resources. Ultimately, it promotes self-determination
and enhances quality of life for students as they transition to adulthood.



Who Needs Transition Planning?
Transition planning is required for all students with disabilities who are eligible for special education
services and are approaching the end of their secondary education. The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) mandates transition services for students beginning no later than the first IEP to
be in effect when the student turns 16. However, many states and school districts encourage starting
the process earlier to allow more time for preparation. Transition services are customized according
to each student's unique strengths, needs, and goals, ensuring inclusivity across a wide range of
disabilities and challenges.

Legal Framework and Requirements
The legal foundation for special education transition planning is primarily established by the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which outlines specific requirements for transition
services. Compliance with these legal mandates ensures that students receive appropriate
educational and support services to prepare for post-secondary life. Understanding these regulations
is essential for educators, families, and administrators to develop effective transition plans that meet
federal and state standards.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
IDEA requires that transition planning be included in the IEP starting at age 16, or younger if deemed
appropriate. The law defines transition services as a coordinated set of activities that promote
movement from school to post-school activities. These activities must be based on the student's
needs, preferences, and interests and include instruction, related services, community experiences,
and the development of employment and other post-school adult living objectives. The IEP must also
include measurable post-secondary goals that are updated annually.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
In addition to IDEA, Section 504 provides protections for students with disabilities who may not qualify
for special education but still require accommodations. While Section 504 does not mandate transition
services, it ensures that students have equal access to educational opportunities and support during
transitions. Schools must consider accommodations that facilitate successful post-secondary
outcomes for eligible students under this statute.

State and Local Policies
States often have additional laws and guidelines that supplement federal requirements for transition
planning. These policies may specify the age at which transition planning begins, documentation
procedures, and the involvement of community agencies. Local education agencies (LEAs) typically
develop procedures to align with both federal and state mandates, ensuring consistent
implementation of transition services.



Key Components of an Effective Transition Plan
An effective special education transition plan is comprehensive, individualized, and goal-oriented. It
addresses multiple domains of a student’s life and outlines clear steps and supports necessary to
achieve success. The components of a high-quality plan are designed to be measurable, actionable,
and reflective of the student’s evolving needs and aspirations.

Measurable Post-Secondary Goals
Measurable post-secondary goals are essential elements of the transition plan. These goals define
what the student aims to achieve after leaving school, typically in areas such as education,
employment, and independent living. Goals must be specific, realistic, and based on assessment data
and the student's preferences. For example, a goal might be to enroll in a community college program
or secure competitive employment in a chosen field.

Transition Services and Activities
Transition services include a variety of coordinated activities that help the student develop skills and
access resources. These services may involve:

Vocational training and career exploration

Post-secondary education planning and support

Life skills instruction, including financial literacy and self-advocacy

Community-based experiences and internships

Related services such as counseling or assistive technology

Course of Study
The transition plan must include a course of study that aligns with the student’s post-secondary goals.
This course outlines the academic and vocational classes the student will take to prepare for their
future. It ensures that coursework is purposeful and relevant to the skills and knowledge needed for
employment, education, or independent living.

Coordination with Adult Services
Effective transition planning involves coordination with adult service agencies to facilitate smooth
transitions. This includes referrals to vocational rehabilitation, mental health services, social services,
and community organizations that provide support beyond high school. Establishing these
connections early helps prevent service gaps and promotes continuity of care.



Roles and Responsibilities of Stakeholders
Successful special education transition planning requires collaboration among various stakeholders,
including students, families, educators, and community agencies. Each party plays a vital role in
developing and implementing the transition plan to ensure that the student’s needs are met
comprehensively.

Role of the Student
The student is at the center of the transition process and should actively participate in planning and
decision-making. Encouraging self-determination skills, such as goal setting, self-advocacy, and
problem-solving, empowers students to take ownership of their futures. Students’ input regarding
their interests, strengths, and preferences guides the development of realistic and meaningful goals.

Role of Families
Families provide critical support and insight throughout the transition process. They help identify the
student’s needs, reinforce skills at home, and advocate for appropriate services. Family involvement
enhances communication between the school and community resources and ensures that the
transition plan aligns with the student’s cultural background and family values.

Role of Educators and School Personnel
Special education teachers, transition specialists, school counselors, and related service providers
collaborate to design and deliver transition services. They conduct assessments, develop IEP goals,
coordinate community experiences, and facilitate connections with external agencies. Educators also
monitor progress and adjust the plan as needed to address emerging needs.

Role of Community and Adult Service Agencies
Community organizations and adult service agencies play a pivotal role in providing resources and
support that extend beyond the school environment. These agencies may offer vocational training,
job placement, independent living supports, and social services. Early collaboration with these entities
is essential to create a seamless transition to adult life.

Strategies for Successful Transition Planning
Implementing effective strategies enhances the quality and impact of special education transition
planning. These approaches focus on individualized planning, collaboration, and ongoing evaluation to
optimize student outcomes.



Early and Ongoing Planning
Starting transition planning early, preferably before age 16, provides ample time to explore options
and develop skills. Ongoing review and revision of the plan ensure that it remains aligned with the
student’s changing goals and circumstances. Continuous assessment and feedback are integral to
this adaptive process.

Person-Centered Planning
Person-centered planning prioritizes the student’s voice and choice in the transition process. It
involves tailored approaches that respect individual preferences, cultural background, and unique
strengths. This strategy promotes engagement and motivation, leading to more meaningful and
achievable outcomes.

Collaborative Team Approach
Effective transition planning depends on collaboration among all stakeholders. Regular team
meetings, clear communication, and shared responsibilities foster a cohesive approach. Involving the
student and family in every step builds trust and ensures that plans reflect their priorities.

Skill Development and Real-World Experiences
Providing opportunities for students to develop practical skills through internships, job shadowing, and
community-based instruction prepares them for adult responsibilities. These experiences help build
confidence and competence in real-world settings, facilitating smoother transitions.

Resources and Support Services
Numerous resources and support services are available to assist with special education transition
planning. Accessing these supports enhances the effectiveness of transition efforts and broadens
opportunities for students.

Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Vocational rehabilitation (VR) agencies offer employment-related services, including job training,
career counseling, and placement assistance. VR services often begin before the student leaves high
school to ensure continuity and support during the transition.

Post-Secondary Education Programs
Many colleges and universities provide programs designed to support students with disabilities, such
as disability services offices, academic accommodations, and specialized transition programs. These
resources help students access higher education successfully.



Community-Based Organizations
Community organizations may offer life skills training, social opportunities, and independent living
supports. These agencies work collaboratively with schools to provide comprehensive support tailored
to individual needs.

Assistive Technology
Assistive technology tools can enhance communication, learning, and daily living skills. Incorporating
appropriate technology into the transition plan can improve accessibility and independence for
students.

Financial and Legal Planning Resources
Planning for financial stability and legal considerations, such as guardianship or benefits eligibility, is
an important aspect of transition. Resources that provide guidance in these areas help families
prepare for future challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is special education transition planning?
Special education transition planning is a process that prepares students with disabilities for life after
high school by identifying goals and services related to education, employment, and independent
living.

At what age should transition planning begin for students in
special education?
Transition planning should begin by age 16, or earlier if appropriate, as mandated by the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), to ensure students have adequate time to prepare for post-
secondary goals.

Who is involved in the special education transition planning
process?
The transition planning team typically includes the student, their parents or guardians, special
education teachers, school counselors, related service providers, and sometimes outside agencies to
support the student's post-school goals.

What are common components included in a special education
transition plan?
Common components include measurable post-secondary goals, needed transition services and



supports, courses of study, and coordination with community agencies to facilitate employment,
education, and independent living.

How can families support effective transition planning for
their child?
Families can support transition planning by actively participating in meetings, communicating their
child's strengths and preferences, exploring community resources, and advocating for appropriate
services to meet their child's post-secondary goals.

Additional Resources
1. Transition Planning for Students with Disabilities: A Guide for Teachers and Families
This book offers practical strategies for educators and families to support students with disabilities as
they move from school to adult life. It covers the essentials of individualized transition planning,
including goal setting, collaboration with community agencies, and developing self-advocacy skills.
The text emphasizes a student-centered approach to ensure successful post-school outcomes.

2. Successful Transition Programs for Secondary Students with Disabilities
Focused on creating effective transition programs, this book provides detailed frameworks and case
studies that highlight best practices. It explores methods for career exploration, vocational training,
and community involvement. Educators will find tools to design personalized transition services that
promote independence and employment.

3. Legal Rights and Responsibilities in Special Education Transition
This resource delves into the legal aspects of transition planning under IDEA and other relevant laws.
It clarifies the rights of students with disabilities and the responsibilities of schools in providing
appropriate transition services. The book is essential for understanding compliance and advocating
for students’ needs.

4. Life Beyond the Classroom: Transition Planning for Youth with Disabilities
This book addresses the challenges and opportunities faced by youth with disabilities as they prepare
for adulthood. It offers guidance on developing life skills, accessing community resources, and
building social networks. The focus is on fostering independence and enhancing quality of life through
comprehensive transition plans.

5. Person-Centered Transition Planning: A Practical Guide
Emphasizing the importance of involving the student in every step, this guide teaches how to
implement person-centered planning techniques. It includes tools for identifying individual strengths,
preferences, and goals to create meaningful transition experiences. The book supports collaboration
among educators, families, and students.

6. Transition to Adulthood: A Resource for Special Educators and Families
This resource offers step-by-step advice for preparing students with disabilities for adult roles in
employment, education, and community living. It covers assessment, goal setting, and service
coordination. The book also highlights the importance of self-determination and empowerment in the
transition process.

7. Career Development and Transition Services for Students with Disabilities



This text focuses on the integration of career development into transition planning. It provides
strategies for work-based learning, job coaching, and post-secondary education preparation.
Educators will gain insights into aligning transition services with labor market trends and student
interests.

8. Building Bridges: Collaborative Transition Planning for Special Education
Highlighting the power of teamwork, this book explores how collaboration among schools, families,
and community agencies enhances transition outcomes. It presents models for effective
communication and joint decision-making. The guide is valuable for fostering partnerships that
support smooth transitions.

9. Transition Planning and Services for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
Tailored to the unique needs of students on the autism spectrum, this book discusses specialized
transition strategies and supports. It addresses social skills development, sensory considerations, and
individualized approaches to employment and independent living. The book serves as a
comprehensive manual for educators and caregivers.
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  special education transition planning: A Collaborative Approach to Transition Planning for
Students with Disabilities JoAnn M. Rae, 2024-06-01 A Collaborative Approach to Transition
Planning for Students with Disabilities is designed to inform aspiring special education teachers,
special education teams, transition planning specialists and school administrators about the complex
process of transition planning and to meet the transition requirements of special education
legislation. Author Dr. JoAnn Rae has been in the field of special education for 34 years, in service as
a special education teacher, special education administrator, teacher certification supervisor and as
college faculty. The framework she outlines is specially designed to advance students’ involvement
and participation in their lives, not only in the presence of the most severe sensory and intellectual
disabilities, but also in the case of multiple disabilities. Unique scenarios not typically seen in other
textbooks, such as IEP team disagreements, students with terminal illnesses, students with ill or
overworked parents or students living in poverty are also explored. The text also includes:
Descriptions of research-based practices to maximize students’ self-determination, autonomy, goal
setting and ability to have successful life experiences Opportunities to integrate knowledge with
practice by providing strategies that relate to the real-life difficulties students and transition
planning specialists may encounter Easy-to-replicate communication tools, such as letters to
students and parents, as examples to enhance collaboration Methods for teachers to effectively
promote and increase student involvement and collaboration by using structured and interactive
interviews A Collaborative Approach to Transition Planning for Students with Disabilities reflects the
universal challenges that teachers, families and finally, the students themselves face, as they
progress through school with a disability. For students with disabilities, the key component to
successful transition planning is creating a collaborative atmosphere that allows them to be
successful. This book promises to serve as an essential resource to all who are dedicated to that
goal.
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  special education transition planning: Transition Planning for Secondary Students with
Disabilities Robert W. Flexer, 2008 For Transition, Secondary Special Education and Career
Education/Vocational Transition courses at the undergraduate and graduate level. A comprehensive,
yet practical, text for diverse courses that contribute to the transition process, Transition Planning
for Secondary Students with Disabilities, Third Edition, describes the varied transition needs of
students with disabilities and the myriad options and career paths potentially available. The authors'
approach to transition is treated in a generalized way by cross-categorical, practical, and real
transition examples. Redesigned to focus more directly on supporting teachers and professionals in
developing and implementing transition activities, the revision remains comprehensive and provides
broad coverage of transition content, ranging from the legislative-policy base to specific transition
activities. More so than in previous editions, the third edition content reflects transition issues
confronted at the high school level, problem-solving strategies, and updated content that reflects the
IDEA. transition that presents themes to organize each chapter, connecting content across chapters
and topics, derived from the IDEA legislation. The resulting integration of policy and practice
systematically builds the reader's understanding and provides guidelines for daily transition
activities. Outcomes of transition services, across various middle school, secondary, and
postsecondary programs are viewed in the book from the perspective of post-school outcomes and
quality of life. The combined process and outcome analysis will help the reader determine whether
transition programs are doing things right, and if they are doing the right things.
  special education transition planning: Special Education Transition Services for Students
with Disabilities Jeffrey P. Bakken, Festus E. Obiakor, 2019-11-26 This book discusses the
considerable challenges students with disabilities conquer in education, varying from relationships
with teachers and academics, learning resources, and everyday social situations.
  special education transition planning: Transition Planning for Students with Disabilities
Jeffery P. Bakken, Fesus E. Obiakor, 2008 The need for transition services for students with
exceptionalities is apparent and critical for their success after high school. It is essential for school
professionals, parents, and students to work collaboratively and consultively to determine each
student's future goals and develop an effective plan to meet those goals successively. This book,
therefore, focuses on all aspects of that transition planning from school to postschool levels. The text
provides the reader with a foundation of transition services and a historical overview of models and
practices and offers a critical look at tra.
  special education transition planning: Essentials of Transition Planning Paul Wehman, 2020
A must for transition coordinators, special educators, and employment specialists, this book
embraces the widely used Employment First approach to career planning, which emphasizes
integrated, competitive employment as the first and preferred option for all people, regardless of
their disability.
  special education transition planning: Successful Transition Programs John McDonnell,
Michael L. Hardman, 2009-02-27 Transitions for Students with Severe Disabilities presents
transition programs for students with moderate and severe disabilities from school to community
life. Taking the position that the most effective transition programs are those that cumulatively build
on the capacity of students for employment, community living, and citizenship, the authors address
the full range of curricular and instructional issues that face professionals working in primary
school, secondary school, and post-A level programmes.
  special education transition planning: Secondary Mild/moderate Educational Specialist
Involvement in Transition Planning for Students with Individual Education Plans Ashley
Rebekah Latimer, California State University, Sacramento, 2013 IDEA 2004 mandates a transition
plan be part of students with disabilities' Individual Education Plan (IEP) from the age of 14 through
the time they leave their secondary education [IDEA 2004, §300.320 (b)]. Despite the letter of the
law and transition plans being implemented, the post secondary outcomes for students with mild to
moderate disabilities continue to be dismal in comparison to their general education peers (National
Center for Educational Statistics [NCES], 2003). Many special education teachers at the secondary



level have little to no training in the complex and critical process of planning and implementing the
transition piece of the IEP (Test, 2009). The purpose of this study was to determine the level of
training and involvement of secondary special education teachers in the Elk Grove Unified School
District in five identified components of the Transition planning process for students with mild to
moderate disabilities with an Individual Education Plan. The secondary purpose of the study was to
determine what effect, if any, these teachers' pre-service and in-service training had on their level of
involvement in each category. A 35-item questionnaire regarding Transition Involvement and
Competency was distributed to all members of the target sample. The questionnaire rated secondary
special educators' levels of involvement in five identified components of a transition plan and asked
respondents questions about their pre-service and in-service training regarding the five components.
The results of the survey suggested secondary special education teachers are most involved in the
transition planning components in which they have received the most training and least involved in
those who had received little to no training. District Special Education Administrators should
consider creating in-service opportunities for their secondary special educators based upon the
identified components in which pre and/or in-service training was lacking. The in-service should
include a handbook/guide in conjunction with the areas where competency is lacking to be used as a
resource and reference. Future research should be conducted to see if the trends and correlations
shown in this study have further implications with a broader sample population of secondary special
educators and determine if this study's findings can be generalized.
  special education transition planning: Illinois Transition Project Illinois. Governor's Planning
Council on Developmental Disabilities, 1986
  special education transition planning: Collaboration During Post-secondary Transition
Planning for Students in Special Education Jami R. Davis, 2005
  special education transition planning: Handbook of Adolescent Transition Education for
Youth with Disabilities Karrie A. Shogren, Michael L. Wehmeyer, 2012-03-12 Transition from
secondary education to adulthood represents a period during which adolescents with disabilities
face multiple responsibilities and changing roles that include establishing independence, attending
postsecondary education or training, developing social networks, choosing a career, participating in
their communities, and managing healthcare and financial affairs. Sponsored by the Division of
Career Development and Transition (DCDT) of the Council of Exceptional Children, this handbook
provides a comprehensive resource to the communities of educators, related service and agency
personnel, families, caretakers, counselors, and other stakeholders who facilitate these complex
transitions to adulthood for adolescents with disabilities. Comprehensive – This comprehensive
volume includes coverage of historical foundations, policy, transition programming and planning,
development of student skills, and program structure. It also recommends transition supports for
students with specific disabilities. Organizing Taxonomy – The book is organized around a well
recognized taxonomy for adolescent transition used by many states to design and reform their
transition services. Expertise – The volume editors are past-presidents of the Council for Exceptional
Children’s Division on Career Development and are leaders in transition research and practice.
Contributors are well-recognized for their expertise in transition. Chapter Structure – Each chapter
includes a discussion of evidence-based research, recommended practices, suggestions for transition
personnel and families, and additional resources. This book is appropriate for researchers and
graduate-level instructors in special education and vocational education, inservice administrators
and policy makers, and transition service providers.
  special education transition planning: Integrating Transition Planning Into the IEP
Process Lynda L. West, 1999 The purpose of this guide is to assist those involved in the transition
planning process to help students with disabilities achieve a smooth transition from school to adult
life. The guide addresses topics that deal with the preparation of students with disabilities as they
leave high school. The guide's eight chapters deal with: (1) defining transition and transition
planning and outlining relevant legislation; (2) transition and self-advocacy, and the student's rights
and responsibilities at the Individualized Education Program (IEP) meeting; (3) identification of



needs and student assessment, including methods of collecting data, how to use assessment data,
and types of assessment; (4) developing an individual plan for transition, focusing on targeted
outcomes and roles and responsibilities of IEP team members; (5) curriculum for successful
transition, including functional curriculum, daily living skills, social skills, occupational skills, and
other topics; (6) support services in secondary and postsecondary settings; (7) transition planning
and interagency cooperation; and (8) program evaluation and follow-up, which emphasizes the need
for student follow-up as a necessary part of transition. Appendixes provide sample IEP statements,
goals and objectives, suggested transition activities, and a sample IEP form. (Contains 34
references.) (CR)
  special education transition planning: Your Complete Guide to Transition Planning and
Services Mary Morningstar, 2018 As a practical introductory resource for transition coordinators
and secondary special education teachers, this book offers a comprehensive look at the different
roles and responsibilities of stakeholders throughout transition planning. The book synthesizes
evidence-based strategies and suggestions for best practice with vignettes and Tips for Transition.
This resource includes forms to help special educators and transition coordinators plan activities and
instruction, develop transition goals and IEPs, identifying post-school goals, and more--
  special education transition planning: Universal Design for Transition Colleen A. Thoma,
Christina C. Bartholomew, LaRon A. Scott, 2009 Timely and useful resource that guides educators in
using UDL in their classrooms while helping students transition to adult life.
  special education transition planning: State Guidelines for Transition Planning Hawaii.
Special Instructional Programs & Services Branch, 1990
  special education transition planning: Bridging Early Services for Children with Special
Needs and Their Families Sharon E. Rosenkoetter, Ann Higgins Hains, Susan A. Fowler, 1994
  special education transition planning: Transition to Postsecondary Education for
Students With Disabilities Carol Kochhar-Bryant, Diane S. Bassett, Kristine W. Webb, 2009 Today,
students with disabilities have more postsecondary options than ever before. They need to make
knowledgeable decisions about their futures. This timely resource provides critical guidance
educators and families need to help students transition into postsecondary education and careers
with purposeful success. The authors offer a powerful storehouse of information and suggestions
that fills a longstanding vacuum in our professional resources.--Patricia K. Ralabate, Senior Policy
AnalystNational Education AssociationThis book fills a noticeable gap in our profession′s ability to
identify the keys elements, strategies, and resources required for successful transition into
postsecondary education.--Robert N. Ianacone, Former PresidentInternational Division on Career
Development The book is well-written, easy to read, and addresses many facets and avenues for
transitioning effectively. A must-have!--Jane Williams, Former Professor and Chairperson,
Department of Special EducationTowson University Help students with disabilities put their goals
into action and navigate postsecondary life! As mandated by federal law, schools must assist
students with disabilities in developing appropriate goals and transition plans for life after high
school. Written for teachers and student assistance professionals, this comprehensive and practical
book focuses on how the planning process can prepare students for the greater independence of
postsecondary settings. Recognizing that students with disabilities have a wide range of needs, this
resource discusses the transition requirements of various postsecondary options, including colleges,
universities, career and technical training programs, and employment. Developed by highly
regarded experts, this authoritative guide includes: The most up-to-date information on key
legislation that affects transition services and the rights and responsibilities of students and
professionals Advice for helping students document disabilities, develop self-advocacy skills, and
seek accommodations Information about postsecondary resources on campus and in the community
Students′ personal stories and a look at the role of family involvement An overview of transition
considerations for middle school youth With user-friendly tools such as checklists, case studies, and
reflective questions to support the creation of transition plans, educators can help students
successfully explore and pursue educational opportunities after high school.



  special education transition planning: Improving Transition Planning For Young People
With Special Educational Needs Dee, Lesley, 2006-05-01 Offers practical ideas for facilitating the
transition from school to career for young people with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.
  special education transition planning: Transition Hawaii. Department of Education.
Honolulu District Office. Special Education, 1990
  special education transition planning: Navigating the Transition from High School to College
for Students with Disabilities Meg Grigal, Joseph Madaus, Lyman Dukes III, Debra Hart, 2018-07-16
Navigating the Transition from High School to College for Students with Disabilities provides
effective strategies for navigating the transition process from high school into college for students
with a wide range of disabilities. As students with disabilities attend two and four-year colleges in
increasing numbers and through expanding access opportunities, challenges remain in helping these
students and their families prepare for and successfully transition into higher education.
Professionals and families supporting transition activities are often unaware of today’s new and
rapidly developing options for postsecondary education. This practical guide offers user-friendly
resources, including vignettes, research summaries, and hands-on activities that can be easily
implemented in the classroom and in the community and that facilitate strong collaboration between
schools and families. Preparation issues such as financial aid, applying for college, and other
long-term planning areas are addressed in detail. An accompanying student resource section offers
materials for high school students with disabilities that secondary educators, counselors, and
transition personnel can use to facilitate exploration and planning discussions. Framing higher
education as a possible transition goal for all students with disabilities, Navigating the Transition
from High School to College for Students with Disabilities supports the postsecondary interests of
more than four million public school students with disabilities.
  special education transition planning: Effective Transition Planning for Special
Education Students at the Middle School Level Nicole Schusterman Montez, Jon George
Vranesh, California State University, Sacramento, 2005
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