
state formation
state formation is a complex and multifaceted process that involves the
emergence and development of centralized political authority within a defined
territory. This phenomenon has been a subject of extensive study across
disciplines such as political science, anthropology, history, and sociology,
as scholars seek to understand how and why states come into existence. The
process of state formation typically entails the establishment of governance
structures, legal systems, and mechanisms of control that enable the
administration of populations and resources. Various theories highlight
factors such as warfare, economic development, social organization, and
environmental conditions as critical in driving state formation. This article
explores the key dimensions of state formation, including its historical
context, underlying theories, stages of development, and the challenges faced
by emerging states. The discussion also addresses the role of institutions
and the impact of external influences on the consolidation of state power.
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Historical Context of State Formation
The historical context of state formation provides critical insights into how
early human societies evolved from small, kin-based groups to complex
political entities. The origins of states can be traced back to the Neolithic
period, when the advent of agriculture led to increased food production and
population growth. This shift necessitated new forms of social organization
and control, eventually culminating in the establishment of the first states
in regions such as Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, and ancient Egypt. These
early states exhibited centralized authority, codified laws, and hierarchical
social structures, distinguishing them from tribal or chiefdom-level
societies. Understanding this historical trajectory is essential for
comprehending the diversity and commonalities in state formation across
different cultures and epochs.



Early Agricultural Societies and the Rise of States
The transition from nomadic hunter-gatherer groups to settled agricultural
communities created the conditions for state formation. Stable food supplies
allowed for population increases and the accumulation of surplus resources,
which in turn demanded systems of resource management and social regulation.
Evidence suggests that irrigation, trade, and warfare were pivotal in
consolidating power among emerging elites who organized labor and defended
territories. These dynamics contributed to the establishment of formal
political institutions and the differentiation of social classes.

Ancient States and Their Characteristics
Ancient states commonly featured a centralized government headed by monarchs
or ruling elites who exercised control over land, labor, and military forces.
They developed legal codes, taxation systems, and bureaucracies to administer
their domains effectively. Monumental architecture and written records from
these societies illustrate the sophistication of their governance and the
importance of ideology and religion in legitimizing state power.

Theories Explaining State Formation
Multiple theoretical frameworks have been proposed to explain the complex
phenomenon of state formation. These theories draw from various disciplines
and emphasize different causal factors, including environmental, economic,
social, and military influences. By comparing and contrasting these
perspectives, a more comprehensive understanding of state formation can be
achieved.

Conflict and Warfare Theory
This theory posits that state formation is primarily driven by the need to
organize defense and conduct warfare. Competition between groups for
resources and territory forces the consolidation of political authority to
coordinate military efforts. States emerge as centralized entities capable of
mobilizing armies, imposing order, and protecting their populations from
external threats.

Economic and Hydraulic Theories
Economic theories focus on the role of trade, resource control, and wealth
accumulation in the development of states. The hydraulic hypothesis, a subset
of this approach, argues that the management of large-scale irrigation
systems necessitated centralized bureaucracies, which evolved into states.
Control over water resources enabled agricultural surpluses and social
stratification, both critical in state formation.



Social Contract and Institutional Theories
These perspectives view states as outcomes of agreements among individuals or
groups to establish governance structures for mutual benefit. Theories
highlight the development of institutions, laws, and norms that regulate
interactions and resolve conflicts. Institutional stability and legitimacy
are considered essential for the persistence and expansion of states.

Stages of State Formation
The process of state formation generally unfolds through a series of stages
that reflect increasing levels of political complexity and institutional
development. While the specifics vary across contexts, these stages provide a
useful framework for analyzing how states emerge and consolidate power.

Segmentary Societies and Chiefdoms
Initial stages involve loosely organized societies with kin-based leadership.
Chiefdoms represent a more complex form, where authority is centralized under
hereditary leaders who coordinate economic and social activities. However,
their control is often limited geographically and demographically.

Proto-States and Early States
Proto-states exhibit more formalized governance structures, including
administrative offices and codified rules. Early states demonstrate full
political integration over larger territories, centralized taxation, legal
systems, and standing armies. This stage marks a significant transformation
in political organization.

Consolidation and Expansion
Following establishment, states undergo processes of consolidation,
strengthening institutions, and expanding territorial control. This phase may
involve subjugating neighboring groups, integrating diverse populations, and
developing sophisticated bureaucracies to manage resources and maintain
order.

Institutions and Governance in State Formation
Institutions play a central role in state formation by providing the
frameworks through which authority is exercised and social order is
maintained. Governance involves the creation and enforcement of laws,
regulation of economic activities, and management of social relations.



Legal Systems and Codification
One of the hallmarks of state formation is the development of formal legal
codes that articulate rights, responsibilities, and punishments. These codes
help to standardize behavior and reduce conflict, reinforcing the legitimacy
of the state apparatus.

Bureaucracy and Administration
The establishment of bureaucracies enables efficient administration of
resources, collection of taxes, and implementation of policies.
Professionalized officials and record-keeping systems are characteristic of
mature states and contribute to their stability and longevity.

Monopoly on Violence
States assert a monopoly on the legitimate use of force within their
territories. This control over violence is fundamental to maintaining order
and deterring challenges to authority. The development of standing armies and
law enforcement agencies exemplifies this aspect of governance.

Challenges and External Influences on State
Formation
State formation is often influenced by internal challenges and external
pressures that shape its trajectory. Understanding these factors is crucial
to comprehending the varied outcomes observed in different historical and
geographical contexts.

Internal Social Conflicts
Social stratification and inequality can lead to internal conflicts,
rebellions, or fragmentation. Managing these tensions requires effective
governance mechanisms and sometimes results in reforms or shifts in power
structures.

Environmental and Economic Factors
Environmental constraints such as resource scarcity or natural disasters can
impede state development. Conversely, access to abundant resources and
favorable economic conditions facilitate growth and consolidation.



Interactions with Neighboring Entities
Diplomatic relations, trade, warfare, and cultural exchanges with adjacent
polities significantly impact state formation. Alliances and conflicts often
determine territorial boundaries and influence institutional evolution.

List of Key Factors Influencing State Formation

Population growth and urbanization

Technological advancements

Military competition and conquest

Economic surplus and resource management

Social hierarchy and leadership structures

Legal and institutional development

Environmental conditions and geographic factors

Cultural and ideological legitimization

Frequently Asked Questions

What is state formation in political science?
State formation refers to the process by which a centralized government and
political authority are established over a defined territory and population.

What are the main theories of state formation?
The main theories include the social contract theory, conflict theory, and
evolutionary theory, each explaining state formation through consent,
coercion, or gradual development respectively.

How did warfare influence state formation?
Warfare often accelerated state formation by necessitating centralized
authority for defense, resource mobilization, and administration.



What role does geography play in state formation?
Geography influences state formation by affecting resource distribution,
defense capabilities, trade routes, and population settlement patterns.

How did the agricultural revolution impact state
formation?
The agricultural revolution led to surplus food production, population
growth, social stratification, and the need for organized governance,
facilitating state formation.

Can state formation occur without violence or
coercion?
While many states formed through coercion, some emerged through peaceful
means such as diplomatic unification or voluntary association of communities.

What is the difference between state formation and
nation-building?
State formation is the creation of political institutions and governance
structures, whereas nation-building focuses on fostering shared identity and
social cohesion among a population.

How does colonialism relate to state formation?
Colonial powers often imposed artificial state boundaries and governance
structures, impacting indigenous state formation and leading to complex post-
colonial state dynamics.

What is the significance of legitimacy in state
formation?
Legitimacy is crucial for state formation as it ensures the population's
acceptance of authority, enabling effective governance and social order.

How do economic factors affect state formation?
Economic factors like control over resources, taxation systems, and trade
networks contribute to state formation by providing the means to support
government institutions and maintain power.

Additional Resources
1. “The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French



Revolution”
This book by Francis Fukuyama explores the development of political
institutions throughout history. It examines how societies transitioned from
tribal organizations to complex state systems. The author delves into the
roles of kinship, religion, and warfare in shaping early states. This
comprehensive work provides a broad understanding of political order’s
evolution before modern times.

2. “States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia,
and China”
Theda Skocpol’s influential book analyzes the social and political upheavals
that led to revolutionary state changes. She argues that revolutions are the
result of state breakdowns combined with social structural changes. Through
comparative historical analysis, Skocpol highlights the interaction between
state institutions and social forces. This study is essential for
understanding the conditions that foster state formation and transformation.

3. “Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition
Have Failed”
James C. Scott investigates the ways in which states try to impose order and
legibility on complex societies. The book critiques large-scale state
planning and its often unintended consequences. Scott discusses how state
simplifications can undermine local knowledge and social practices. This work
provides critical insight into the challenges of centralized state-building.

4. “The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly”
Jean-François Bayart explores the nature of African states and their unique
formation processes post-colonialism. He introduces the concept of “politics
of the belly” to describe patronage and clientelism as central to state
power. The book emphasizes the informal and personalized nature of political
authority in Africa. It offers a nuanced perspective on state formation
beyond Western models.

5. “War and State Formation in Ancient China and Early Modern Europe”
Randall Collins analyzes how warfare influenced the development of
centralized states in different historical contexts. The book compares
military organization, state capacity, and political authority in ancient
China and Europe. Collins argues that continuous warfare was a driving force
behind state consolidation and bureaucratic expansion. This comparative study
sheds light on the military roots of state formation.

6. “The Formation of National States in Western Europe”
Charles Tilly examines the processes by which modern nation-states emerged in
Western Europe. He emphasizes the role of war, taxation, and administrative
innovations in consolidating state power. Tilly’s famous dictum “war made the
state, and the state made war” underscores the interdependence of military
and political developments. This book is foundational for understanding
European state-building dynamics.

7. “States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control”
Jeffrey Herbst provides an analysis of the challenges faced by African states



in establishing authority over vast territories. He highlights geographic,
demographic, and historical factors that impact state capacity and control.
Herbst discusses why many African states have weaker centralized power
compared to their European counterparts. This work is important for
understanding the comparative difficulties in state formation.

8. “The Making of the Modern State: Early Industrial Britain, 1780-1870”
Christopher Hill traces the development of the British state during the
Industrial Revolution. The book explores how economic, social, and political
changes influenced the emergence of modern state institutions. Hill discusses
reforms in governance, law, and public administration that shaped Britain's
state capacity. This study links industrialization with state formation in a
key historical period.

9. “Coercion, Capital, and European States, AD 990–1992”
Charles Tilly presents a long-term view of European state formation, focusing
on coercive power and capital accumulation. The book outlines how war-making,
state-making, protection, and extraction interacted over centuries. Tilly’s
analysis demonstrates that state formation is a process driven by both
military and economic factors. This comprehensive historical account is
critical for understanding the evolution of European states.
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  state formation: State Formation Christian Krohn-Hansen, Knut G. Nustad, 2005-09-20 What
is the 'state' and how can we best study it? This book investigates new ways of analysing the state.
The contributors argue that the state is not a fixed and definite object. Our perceptions of it are
constantly changing, and differ from person to person. What is your idea of the state if you are a
refugee? Or if you are living in post-aparteid South Africa? Our perceptions are formed and
sustained by evolving discourses and techniques -- these come from institutions such as government,
but are also made by communities and individuals. The contributors examine how state structures
are viewed from the inside, by official state bodies, composed of bureaucrats and politicians; and
how these state manifestations are supported, reproduced or transformed at a local level. An outline
of theoretical approaches is followed by nine case studies ranging from South Africa to Peru to
Norway. With a good range of contributors including Cris Shore, Clifton Crais, Ana Alonso and Bruce
Kapferer, this is a comprehensive critical analysis of anthropological approaches to the study of
state formation.
  state formation: War and State Formation in Ancient China and Early Modern Europe
Victoria Tin-bor Hui, 2005-07-04 The Eurocentric conventional wisdom holds that the West is unique
in having a multi-state system in international relations and liberal democracy in state-society
relations. At the same time, the Sinocentric perspective believes that China is destined to have
authoritarian rule under a unified empire. In fact, China in the Spring and Autumn and Warring
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States periods (656–221 BC) was once a system of sovereign territorial states similar to Europe in
the early modern period. Both cases witnessed the prevalence of war, formation of alliances,
development of the centralized bureaucracy, emergence of citizenship rights, and expansion of
international trade. This book, first published in 2005, examines why China and Europe shared
similar processes but experienced opposite outcomes. This historical comparison of China and
Europe challenges the presumption that Europe was destined to enjoy checks and balances while
China was preordained to suffer under a coercive universal status.
  state formation: War and State Formation in Syria M. Talha Çiçek, 2014-02-24 During the First
World War, Cemal Pasha attempted to establish direct control over Syrian and thereby reaffirm
Ottoman authority there through various policies of control, including the abolishment of local
intermediaries. Elaborating on these Ottoman policies of control, this book assesses Cemal Pasha’s
policies towards different political groups in Syrian society, including; Arabists, Zionists, Christian
clergymen and Armenian immigrants. The author then goes on to analyse Pasha’s educational
activities, the conscription of Syrians- both Muslim and Christian, and the reconstruction of the
major Syrian cities, assessing how these policies contributed to his attempt to create ideal Ottoman
citizens. An important addition to existing literature on the social and political history of World War
I, and contributing a new understanding of Ottoman Syria, and its transformation into a nation-state,
this book will be of interest to students and scholars with an interest in state formation, Politics and
History.
  state formation: State Formation in Palestine Inge Amundsen, George Giacaman, Mushtaq
Husain Khan, 2004-07-08 This book examines key questions and challenges the widely prevalent
view that the Palestinian Authority collapsed because of its internal governance failures, its lack of
commitment to democracy, and corruption. It argues that the analytical framework of 'good
governance' is not appropriate for assessing state performance in developing countries, and that it is
especially inappropriate in conflict and post-conflict situations. Instead, an alternative framework is
proposed for assessing state performance in a context of economic and social transformation. This is
then applied in detail to different aspects of state formation in Palestine, showing that the
institutional architecture set up by the Oslo agreements was responsible for many of the serious
failures.
  state formation: Statebuilding and State Formation in the Western Pacific Matthew
Allen, Sinclair Dinnen, 2018-04-19 This book provides a rigorous and cross-disciplinary analysis of
this Melanesian nation at a critical juncture in its post-colonial and post-conflict history, with
contributions from leading scholars of Solomon Islands. The notion of ‘transition’ as used to describe
the recent drawdown of the decade-long Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI)
provides a departure point for considering other transformations – social, political and economic
–under way in the archipelagic nation. Organised around a central tension between change and
continuity, two of the book’s key themes are the contested narratives of changing state–society
relations and the changing social relations around land and natural resources engendered by
ongoing processes of globalisation and urbanisation. Drawing heuristically on RAMSI’s genesis in
the ‘state- building moment’ that dominated international relations during the first decade of this
century, the book also examines the critical distinction between ‘state-building’ and ‘state formation’
in the Solomon Islands context. It engages with global scholarly and policy debates on issues such as
peacebuilding, state-building, legal pluralism, hybrid governance, globalisation, urbanisation and the
governance of natural resources. These themes resonate well beyond Solomon Islands and
Melanesia, and the book will be of interest to a wide range of students, scholars and development
practitioners. This book was previously published as a special issue of The Journal of Pacific History.
  state formation: Trajectories of State Formation across Fifteenth-Century Islamic West-Asia Jo
Van Steenbergen, 2020-06-15 The concept, practice, institution and appearance of ‘the state’ have
been hotly debated ever since the emergence of history as a discipline within modern scholarship.
The field of medieval Islamic history, however, has remained aloof from most of these debates.
Rather it tends to take for granted the particularity of dynastic trajectories within slow-changing



bureaucratic contexts. Trajectories of State Formation promotes a more critical and connected
understanding of state formation in the late medieval Sultanates of Cairo and of the Timurid,
Turkmen and Ottoman dynasties. Projecting seven case studies onto a broad canvas of European and
West-Asian research, this volume presents a trans-dynastic reconstruction, interpretation and
illustration of statist trajectories across fifteenth-century Islamic West-Asia. The contributors are:
Georg Christ, Kristof D’hulster, Jan Dumolyn, Albrecht Fuess, Dimitri J. Kastritsis, Beatrice Forbes
Manz, John L. Meloy, Jo Van Steenbergen, and Patrick Wing.
  state formation: Historical Sociology of State Formation in the Horn of Africa Redie
Bereketeab, 2023-03-28 This book analyses the historical sociology of state formation in the Horn of
Africa. It examines the genesis, trajectories, processes, routes and consequences of the evolution of
state formation. Three analytical and explanatory models explain the process of state formation in
the HOA: proto-state, colonial and national liberation. The models, heuristically and innovatively,
provide understanding, interpretation and analysis of state formation. While the proto-state model
explicates an indigenous historical process of state formation, the colonial model refers to an
externally designed and imposed process of state formation. The national liberation model concern
state formation conducted under liberation movement and ideology. The distinct significance of
these models is that collectively they generate sufficient analysis of state formation. They are also
unique in that they have never been employed as aggregate analytical and explicative instruments to
address the predicament of state formation in the Horn of Africa.
  state formation: State Formations John L. Brooke, Julia C. Strauss, Greg Anderson, 2018-03-29
Featuring a sweeping array of essays from scholars of state formation and development, this book
presents an overview of approaches to studying the history of the state. Focusing on the question of
state formation, this volume takes a particular look at the beginnings, structures, and constant
reforming of state power. Not only do the contributors draw upon both modernist and postmodernist
theoretical perspectives, they also address the topic from a global standpoint, examining states from
all areas of the world. In their diverse and thorough exploration of state building, the authors cross
the theoretical, geographic, and chronological boundaries that traditionally shape this field in order
to rethink the customary macro and micro approaches to the study of state building and make the
case for global histories of both pre-modern and modern state formations.
  state formation: State-Formation and Democratization Thomas Denk, Sarah Lehtinen,
2019-08-08 This book examines the connection between two major developments in the world:
state-formation and democratization. Since 1946, the number of states has increased from 66 to
almost 200 independent states, but our knowledge of these state-formation processes is limited. The
authors present a new database on state-formation and democratization, which enables novel
classifications and analyses of these processes on the global level. They argue that the form of
state-formation affects the probability for democratization in new states and that the initial regime
that state-formation establishes at the time of independence has long-term effects on new states'
democratization. Thomas Denk is Chair Professor of Political Science at Örebro University, Sweden.
His research focuses on democratization, political culture, state-formation, and political
methodology. Sarah Lehtinen is Research Analyst at the Swedish National Council for Crime
Prevention (BRÅ) and former Researcher in Political Science at Åbo Akademi University, Finland.
She has examined how political institutions during state-formations are developed and
democratized, investigated the conditions of democratic diffusion, and developed quantitative
databases.
  state formation: Ideology and the Formation of Early States Henri J. M. Claessen, Jarich
Gerlof Oosten, 1996-01-01 In this volume the role of ideology in the emergency of early states is
discussed by an international group of specialists. The book is of interest to all those concerned with
the complex interaction of ideological and political developments.
  state formation: Civilization and the Human Subject John Mandalios, 1999-09-08 Recent
debates have highlighted the importance of the self to a better understanding of the nature of
culture and its relation to power. In his new book, John Mandalios incorporates the current



'postmodern' debate on these issues with a deeper, philosophical exploration of identity and cultural
formation, and the dynamics of social power underlying them. He takes up identity formation within
an analysis of the historical, social, political, religious, and psychoanalytical dimensions of civilized
life that can be traced back to the classical world. Questions ordinarily associated with the
'postmodern condition'_otherness, fragmentation, power, the situated self, disciplinary practices,
and multiplicity_are related to the problematic of human subjectivity and how civilized modes of
conduct of the self cannot simply be explained by national cultural traditions. Mandalios argues that
self-identity is not reducible to the effects of globalization or power or any one single collective
identity representation. The self is enveloped within a complex which requires a 'civilization-analytic'
perspective into the world and the inner life.
  state formation: Collapsed States I. William Zartman, 1995 This work uses 11 African case
studies in its exploration of the phenomenon of collapsed states. The writers consider the causes of
collapse; symptoms and early warning signs; and how the situation was met. They also assess the
strengths and weaknesses of various responses, such as UN action.
  state formation: International Security in a World of Fragile States S. Yaqub Ibrahimi,
2022-10-20 Following the 9/11 attacks on New York and Washington, DC, there has been an
increasing interest among scholars, students, and the interested public to study and learn about the
Islamist-oriented terrorist organizations called Jihadi Salafi Groups (JSGs). Considering that these
organizations emerged in highly fragile states, S. Yaqub Ibrahimi asks: how and why is state fragility
linked to the emergence of JSGs? Ibrahimi bases his study on three events: the establishment of
al-Qaeda in Afghanistan in 1998, the rise of Islamic State in the post-Saddam Hussein Iraq, and the
failed al-Qaeda effort to establish a base in Saudi Arabia in 2003. These case studies contain major
aspects and features of the rise of JSGs and, together, explain the contribution of state fragility to
the process of the formation and expansion of these terrorist organizations. International Security in
a World of Fragile States stands out as a pivotal work on the interconnection between the root
causes of JSGs and state fragility conditions and their amalgamated role in the formation and
evolution of these organizations. It contributes to IR and international security debates by
developing a comprehensive but readily understandable narrative of the rise of JSGs in Islamic
countries, and examining them in an analytical framework in which their root causes are categorized
on individual, group, and international levels.
  state formation: Early Medieval Britain Pam J. Crabtree, 2018-06-07 The growth and
development of towns and urbanism in the pre-modern world has been of interest to archaeologists
since the nineteenth century. Much of the early archaeological research on urban origins focused on
regions such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Mesoamerica. Intensive archaeological research that has
been conducted since the 1960s, much of it as a result of urban redevelopment, has shed new light
on the development of towns in Anglo-Saxon England. In this book, Pamela Crabtree uses up-to-date
archaeological data to explore urban origins in early medieval Britain. She argues that many Roman
towns remained important places on the landscape, despite losing most of their urban character by
the fifth century. Beginning with the decline of towns in the fourth and fifth centuries, Crabtree then
details the origins and development of towns in Britain from the 7th century through the Norman
Conquest in the mid-eleventh century CE. She also sets the development of early medieval urbanism
in Britain within a broader, comparative framework.
  state formation: Legitimacy, Illegitimacy, and the Right to Rule Gordon K. Oeste,
2012-02-04 This book explores the portrayal of the rise, reign, and demise of Abimelech in Judges 9
and asks about whose interests this portrayal may have served. The negative depiction of
Abimelech's kingship in this chapter, coupled with Gideon's rejection of kingship in Judges 8:22-23,
has led interpreters to view the passage as anti-monarchic. This perspective clashes with the
pro-monarchic stance of Judges 17-21. However, while the portrayal of Abimelech's kingship is
negative, it may yet have served as a legitimation strategy for the monarchy. In support, this study
examines Judges 9 through three methodological lenses: a narrative analysis, a rhetorical analysis
and a social scientific analysis. In addition, anthropological data on early and developing states



shows that such states attempt to prevent fissioning (the tendency inherent within political systems
to break up and form other similar units) by subverting local leaders, groups, and institutions, and so
legitimate the centralization of power. When read in this light, Judges 9 supports monarchic
interests by seeking to subvert localized rule and alliances in favor of a centralized polity.
  state formation: Critical Junctures and Historical Legacies David Collier, Gerardo L.
Munck, 2022-02-28 Over the past 50 years, scholars across the social sciences have employed
critical juncture analysis to understand how social orders are created, become entrenched, and
change. In this book, leading scholars from several disciplines offer the first coordinated effort to
define this field of research, assess its theoretical and methodological foundations, and use a critical
assessment of current practices as a basis for guiding its future. Contributors include stars in this
field who have written some of the classic works on critical junctures, as well as the rising stars of
the next generation who will continue to shape historical comparative analysis for years to come.
Critical Junctures and Historical Legacies will be an indispensable resource for social science
research methods scholars and students.
  state formation: Biopolitical Disaster Jennifer L. Lawrence, Sarah Marie Wiebe, 2017-07-14
Biopolitical Disaster employs a grounded analysis of the production and lived-experience of
biopolitical life in order to illustrate how disaster production and response are intimately
interconnected. The book is organized into four parts, each revealing how socio-environmental
consequences of instrumentalist environmentalities produce disastrous settings and political
experiences that are evident in our contemporary world. Beginning with Commodifying crisis, the
volume focuses on the inherent production of disaster that is bound to the crisis tendency of
capitalism. The second part, Governmentalities of disaster, addresses material and discursive
questions of governance, the role of the state, as well as questions of democracy. This part explores
the linkage between problematic environmental rationalities and policies. Third, the volume
considers how and where the (de)valuation of life itself takes shape within the theme of Affected
bodies, and investigates the corporeal impacts of disastrous biopolitics. The final part,
Environmental aesthetics and resistance, fuses concepts from affect theory, feminist studies,
post-positivism, and contemporary political theory to identify sites and practices of political
resistance to biopower. Biopolitical Disaster will be of great interest to postgraduates, researchers,
and academic scholars working in Political ecology; Geopolitics; Feminist critique; Intersectionality;
Environmental politics; Science and technology studies; Disaster studies; Political theory;
Indigenous studies; Aesthetics; and Resistance.
  state formation: Waves, Formations and Values in the World System Volker Bornschier,
Peter Lengyel, 1992-01-01
  state formation: Statebuilding in the Middle East and North Africa Irene Costantini,
2018-03-26 This book examines the regime changes in Iraq and Libya to unravel the complexity of
statebuilding in countries emerging from authoritarianism and conflict in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region. Framed in a comparative study of post-2003 Iraq and post-2011 Libya, the
book examines changes in key state dimensions – representation and political authority, security,
and wealth creation and distribution – in a continuous dialogue with past trajectories in these two
countries. To grasp the nature and degree of these changes, the mechanisms of state formation are
explored in light of a statebuilding agenda that, in its application from Iraq to Libya, has adapted to
different political prerogatives. The analysis of Iraq and Libya serves the book’s ultimate goal to
address the debate on statebuilding from a regional (MENA) perspective and to lay the ground for
the study of other contemporary cases undergoing radical and violent process of changes, such as in
Syria and Yemen. The book grapples with problems associated with the difficult process of transition
from authoritarianism through conflict and towards peace by focusing on the state, its structure and
function. The work is informed by a large quantity of materials collected over the past five years,
including secondary literature, policy papers and reports, and semi-structured interviews with key
informants on Iraq and Libya. This book will be of much interest to students of statebuilding, Middle
Eastern studies, peace and conflict studies, and International Relations in general.



  state formation: Disarming Conflict Ernie Regehr, 2015-10-15 In the past quarter century our
world has hosted ninety-nine wars, twenty-nine of these are ongoing. The bill for maintaining huge
stores of weapons and some 70 million people in uniform currently stands at $1.7 trillion a year. Of
these wars, over 85 percent are not settled on the battlefield; they are fought to desperately hurting
stalemates, eventually being turned over to diplomats and politicians who go in search of whatever
face-saving outcomes may still be available. And yet, abandoning the conference table in favour of
the battlefield is still justified when viewed as a last resort. In this brave and discerning book, Ernie
Regehr, OC, explains the approaches and initiatives needed to steer away from the futility of global
military effort. Combining four decades of experience in conflict zones, advising and leading
diplomacy efforts, building NGOs and contributing to the adoption of the Responsibility to Protect
Act by the World Assembly, Regehr boldly shows that political stability will never be issued from the
barrel of a gun.
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