sociology the basics 15e

sociology the basics 15e is a foundational textbook that offers a comprehensive
introduction to the study of society, social behavior, and human interaction. This edition
continues to build on the core principles of sociology, presenting complex concepts in an
accessible manner for students and readers new to the field. With updated research,
contemporary examples, and an emphasis on critical thinking, sociology the basics 15e
explores key themes such as culture, socialization, institutions, and social change. The
book also highlights important sociological theories and methodologies that guide
research in this discipline. Understanding sociology the basics 15e is crucial for anyone
interested in how societies function and evolve. This article provides an in-depth overview
of the textbook’s main components and the essential ideas it covers, offering valuable
insight for students and educators alike.
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Overview of Sociology the Basics 15e

Sociology the basics 15e serves as a comprehensive introductory resource designed to
familiarize readers with the fundamental aspects of sociology. The text is structured to
guide learners through the foundational knowledge required to understand social
phenomena, social structures, and everyday social interactions. This edition enhances
previous versions by including current sociological debates, new case studies, and diverse
examples that reflect the complexities of modern societies.

Purpose and Audience

The primary purpose of sociology the basics 15e is to educate students and newcomers
about the scope and significance of sociology. It targets undergraduate students,
particularly those enrolled in introductory sociology courses, but also benefits anyone
interested in gaining a solid grounding in social science. The text balances theoretical
content with practical applications, making it accessible and engaging.



Structure and Content

The textbook is organized into thematic chapters that cover the breadth of sociological
inquiry. Each chapter begins with clear learning objectives and includes summaries,
discussion questions, and real-world examples. The structure facilitates progressive
learning, starting from basic definitions and concepts to more complex analyses of social
institutions and issues.

Core Concepts and Themes

At the heart of sociology the basics 15e are several core concepts and themes that
underpin sociological study. These concepts provide a framework for understanding how
individuals and groups interact within larger social systems.

Culture and Society

Culture is a fundamental concept explored in sociology the basics 15e, encompassing the
beliefs, norms, values, and symbols that shape social life. The text explains how culture
varies across societies and influences social behavior. Society itself is defined as a group
of people who share a common culture and territory, creating a context for social
interaction.

Socialization and Identity

The process of socialization, through which individuals learn and internalize the norms
and values of their society, is another critical theme. Sociology the basics 15e discusses
the agents of socialization, such as family, education, and media, and how these contribute
to the development of personal and social identities.

Social Institutions

Major social institutions like family, education, religion, government, and the economy are
examined in detail. The textbook highlights their roles in maintaining social order and
meeting societal needs, while also addressing how institutions can perpetuate inequality.

e Culture and its components

Social norms and values

Agents and stages of socialization

Functions of social institutions

Social roles and statuses



Sociological Theories and Perspectives

Sociology the basics 15e introduces readers to the dominant theoretical perspectives that
have shaped the discipline. These frameworks provide lenses through which social
phenomena can be analyzed and understood.

Functionalism

Functionalism views society as a complex system whose parts work together to promote
solidarity and stability. The text explains how social institutions fulfill essential functions
and contribute to social cohesion.

Conflict Theory

Conflict theory emphasizes power dynamics, inequality, and social change. Sociology the
basics 15e explores how competing interests among different social groups lead to
conflicts that drive societal transformation.

Symbolic Interactionism

This micro-level perspective focuses on the meanings and interpretations individuals give
to social interactions. The book discusses how symbols and language shape social reality
in everyday life.

Feminist and Postmodern Perspectives

The textbook also covers critical perspectives such as feminism, which addresses gender
inequalities, and postmodernism, which challenges grand narratives and highlights the
fragmented nature of contemporary society.

Research Methods in Sociology

Understanding sociological research methods is essential for grasping how knowledge in
the field is generated and validated. Sociology the basics 15e provides a thorough
overview of qualitative and quantitative approaches.

Quantitative Methods

Quantitative research involves collecting and analyzing numerical data to identify patterns
and test hypotheses. The textbook covers surveys, experiments, and statistical analysis
techniques used in sociology.



Qualitative Methods

Qualitative research focuses on in-depth understanding of social phenomena through
methods such as interviews, participant observation, and content analysis. Sociology the
basics 15e emphasizes the importance of context and meaning in qualitative studies.

Ethical Considerations

The text highlights the ethical responsibilities sociologists must uphold when conducting
research, including informed consent, confidentiality, and avoiding harm to participants.

Applications and Contemporary Issues

Sociology the basics 15e connects theoretical knowledge to real-world applications,
illustrating how sociological insights can address current social challenges.

Social Inequality

The textbook examines issues related to class, race, ethnicity, gender, and other forms of
social stratification. It discusses the causes and consequences of inequality and explores
policies aimed at reducing disparities.

Globalization and Social Change

Sociology the basics 15e explores the impacts of globalization on cultures, economies, and
political systems worldwide. The text also addresses social movements, technological
advancements, and demographic shifts as agents of change.

Urbanization and Environment

Urbanization trends and their social implications are analyzed, alongside discussions on
environmental challenges and sustainability from a sociological perspective.

1. Understanding social inequality and its dimensions
2. Global interconnectedness and its effects

3. Role of social institutions in contemporary issues
4. Emerging social movements and activism

5. Environmental sociology and sustainability



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Sociology: The Basics, 15th
Edition'?

The main focus of 'Sociology: The Basics, 15th Edition' is to introduce students to
fundamental sociological concepts, theories, and research methods, providing a
comprehensive overview of how society influences human behavior and social structures.

Who is the author of 'Sociology: The Basics, 15th
Edition'?

The author of 'Sociology: The Basics, 15th Edition' is Ken Plummer, a well-known
sociologist who specializes in foundational sociology education.

How does the 15th edition of 'Sociology: The Basics'
differ from previous editions?

The 15th edition includes updated examples, contemporary case studies, and recent
sociological research to reflect current social issues and trends, making the content more
relevant to today's students.

What key sociological theories are covered in 'Sociology:
The Basics, 15e'?

The book covers major sociological theories such as functionalism, conflict theory,
symbolic interactionism, feminism, and postmodernism, providing students with diverse
perspectives on social phenomena.

Does 'Sociology: The Basics, 15th Edition' include
discussions on digital society and technology?

Yes, the 15th edition addresses the impact of digital technology and social media on
society, exploring how these developments shape social interactions and cultural norms.

Is 'Sociology: The Basics, 15e' suitable for beginners in
sociology?

Absolutely, the book is specifically designed for beginners, using accessible language and
clear explanations to introduce foundational sociological concepts and encourage critical
thinking.



What learning features are included in 'Sociology: The
Basics, 15th Edition' to aid student understanding?

The book includes summaries, review questions, case studies, and glossary terms at the
end of each chapter to reinforce learning and facilitate comprehension.

How can instructors integrate 'Sociology: The Basics,
15e' into their curriculum?

Instructors can use the text as a core textbook for introductory sociology courses,
supplemented by its discussion questions and case studies to promote classroom
interaction and applied learning.

Additional Resources

1. Sociology: The Essentials

This book offers a clear and concise introduction to the fundamental concepts of sociology.
It covers key topics such as culture, socialization, social institutions, and social change.
The accessible writing style makes it ideal for beginners seeking a foundational
understanding of sociological principles.

2. Introduction to Sociology

A comprehensive overview of sociology that explores the basics of social behavior, group
dynamics, and societal structures. It emphasizes real-world applications and includes
contemporary examples to illustrate sociological theories. The text is designed to engage
students with interactive features and critical thinking questions.

3. Essentials of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach

Known for its relatable and straightforward approach, this book introduces readers to
sociology through everyday experiences. It highlights the importance of diversity, social
inequality, and the influence of social institutions. The content encourages students to
connect sociological concepts with their own lives.

4. Sociology in Our Times

This title presents sociology with a focus on current social issues and global perspectives.
It integrates theory with practical examples to help readers understand contemporary
social phenomena. The book is well-suited for those interested in the dynamic and evolving
nature of society.

5. Social Problems

Focusing on the challenges facing societies today, this book examines issues such as
poverty, crime, and discrimination. It provides a sociological framework for understanding
the root causes and potential solutions to these problems. The text encourages critical
analysis and social awareness.

6. Understanding Social Problems
This book dives into various social problems through a sociological lens, emphasizing the
role of social structures and power dynamics. It combines empirical research with theory



to offer a balanced perspective. Readers are prompted to consider how social problems
affect different groups and communities.

7. Sociology: A Brief Introduction

Ideal for introductory courses, this concise book covers essential sociological concepts in a
streamlined format. It presents key theories and research findings without overwhelming
detail, making it accessible for new learners. The book includes engaging visuals and
examples to support comprehension.

8. The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology

This text connects sociological ideas to everyday life, helping readers see the relevance of
sociology in the world around them. It emphasizes critical thinking and sociological
imagination to analyze social patterns and behaviors. The book also addresses diversity
and social change in an inclusive manner.

9. Exploring Sociology

A thorough introduction that encourages active exploration of sociological topics through
case studies and discussion questions. It covers foundational themes such as socialization,
culture, and social institutions. The engaging format supports student participation and
deeper understanding of sociology basics.
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sociology the basics 15e: Sociology Kenneth Plummer, 2021-09-30 A lively, accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the diverse ways of thinking about social life, Sociology: The Basics
has been translated into six languages. The volume is packed with thought-provoking summaries,
questions, quotations and activities. It offers an absorbing narrative about what we mean by the
social, and how we can think about it, weaving in discussions of the personal, the political and social
change, along with concepts and vivid contemporary examples, and answering questions such as:
What is the scope, history and purpose of sociology? How do we cultivate ways of understanding
society and 'the social'? What is the state of the world we live in today? How do we analyse suffering
and inequalities? What are key methods and tools for researching and thinking about society? How
has digitalism reshaped sociology and its method? How might sociology help us understand the
changes brought about by Covid-19? Does sociology have values? What is the role of sociology in
making a better world? In this thoroughly revised and updated Third edition the reader is
encouraged to think critically about the structures, meanings, histories and cultures found in the
rapidly changing world we live in. With tasks to stimulate the sociological mind and suggestions for
further reading both within the text and on an accompanying website, this book is essential reading
for all those studying sociology and those with an interest in how the modern world works.

sociology the basics 15e: Society John J. Macionis, 2012 Sociology: perspective, theory and
method - Culture - Socialization: from infancy to old age - Social interaction in everyday life - Groups
and organizations - Sexuality and society - Deviance - Social stratification - Global stratification -
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Gender stratification - Race and ethnicity - Economics and politics - Family and religion - Education,
health and medicine - Population, urbanization and environment - Social change: modern and
postmodern studies.

sociology the basics 15e: Sociology Ken Plummer, 2021-09-30 A lively, accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the diverse ways of thinking about social life, Sociology: The Basics
has been translated into six languages. The volume is packed with thought-provoking summaries,
questions, quotations and activities. It offers an absorbing narrative about what we mean by the
social, and how we can think about it, weaving in discussions of the personal, the political and social
change, along with concepts and vivid contemporary examples, and answering questions such as:
What is the scope, history and purpose of sociology? How do we cultivate ways of understanding
society and ‘the social’? What is the state of the world we live in today? How do we analyse suffering
and inequalities? What are key methods and tools for researching and thinking about society? How
has digitalism reshaped sociology and its method? How might sociology help us understand the
changes brought about by Covid-19? Does sociology have values? What is the role of sociology in
making a better world? In this thoroughly revised and updated Third edition the reader is
encouraged to think critically about the structures, meanings, histories and cultures found in the
rapidly changing world we live in. With tasks to stimulate the sociological mind and suggestions for
further reading both within the text and on an accompanying website, this book is essential reading
for all those studying sociology and those with an interest in how the modern world works.

sociology the basics 15e: Sociology, Global Edition John J. Macionis, 2015-04-02 Seeing
Sociology in Everyday Life Sociology, 15/e, empowers students to see the world around them
through a sociological lens, helping them better understand their own lives. The textis written to
help students find and use the science of social behavior in everyday life. John Macionis takes
students step-by-step through the theories and research that make up the discipline of sociology.
This narrative, along with a global perspective, makes for an accessible and relevant introduction to
sociology. MySocLab is an integral part of the Macionis learning program. In concert with the main
text, it helps readers build their critical thinking skills while learning the fundamentals of sociology.
Engaging activities and reliable assessments provide a digital learning system that helps students
succeed in the course. With MySocLab, students can watch the latest entries in the Core Concept
Video Series in sociology, explore real-world data through the new Social Explorer, and develop
critical thinking skills through facilitated writing activities.

sociology the basics 15e: All About Science: Philosophy, History, Sociology & Communication
Lui Lam, Maria Burguete, 2014-10-15 There is a lot of confusion and misconception concerning
science. The nature and contents of science is an unsettled problem. For example, Thales of 2,600
years ago is recognized as the father of science but the word science was introduced only in the 14th
century; the definition of science is often avoided in books about philosophy of science. This book
aims to clear up all these confusions and present new developments in the philosophy, history,
sociology and communication of science. It also aims to showcase the achievement of China's top
scholars in these areas. The 18 chapters, divided into five parts, are written by prominent scholars
including the Nobel laureate Robin Warren, sociologist Harry Collins, and physicist-turned-historian
Dietrich Stauffer.

sociology the basics 15e: Society John J. Macionis, 2010-09-23 In Society: The Basics 11th
edition John J. Macionis shares his enthusiasm and teaching experience with a clear and engaging
approach. One of the best-selling sociology textbooks of all time, Society: The Basics is designed to
help students view their everyday lives through a sociological lens. With a complete theoretical
framework and a global perspective, Society offers students an accessible and relevant introduction
to sociology. Books a la Carte: All of the same content as the comprehensive text in a convenient,
three-hole-punched, loose-leaf format at a discounted price!

sociology the basics 15e: Sociology Kenneth Plummer, 2016

sociology the basics 15e: Effective Leadership in Nigeria Dr. Onyema G. Nkwocha, 2012-01-04
Effective Leadership In Nigeria: Practical Ways To Build an Effective, Inspiring, Transformational



and Visionary Leadership and Governance in Nigeria is mostly based on the current apathetic and
virtual lack of effective and visionary leadership situation in contemporary Nigeria and distills the
golden gems: - principles, processes, procedures and practical applications inherent in effective,
inspiring, visionary and enthusiastic leadership. It attempts at instituting, building and encouraging
good, effective, and visionary leadership in the nation and that is currently, virtually lacking. From
the outset, the author makes it clear that this writing is not designed to model or fit any known
leadership paradigm, theory or management style. Rather, based on relevant research on leadership
as it impacts the Nigerian situation, the book attempts to explore what it takes for there to be an
effective and good leadership to successfully lead and change Nigeria for the better. The book is
written and organized in a way that reflects and captures the contemporary experiences,
frustrations, psychological emotions, aspirations and hopes of every Nigerian and perhaps of
promising politicians and future leaders who are honestly touched by the virtual vacuum of real and
effective leadership in the country, their concerns, questions, dreams, and the expectations that
have virtually gone unmet in the past more than half a century. Properly elucidating what leadership
means, and differentiating it from rulership this book couldn't have come at a better time to assist
Nigeria's leadership-struggles! A masterpiece, Dr. Nkwocha has taken the current apathetic
leadership lull and almost leadership void in the nation and set the leadership principles and
processes on the cutting edge. The book is a definitive guide to anyone aspiring to the leadership of
Nigeria and is therefore in search of meaningful leadership, its principles, processes and pragmatic
applications. The book is a must read!

sociology the basics 15e: Society John ]J. Macionis, 2010-09-23 One of the best-selling
sociology textbooks of all time, Society: The Basics is designed to help students view their everyday
lives through a sociological lens. With a complete theoretical framework and a global perspective,
Society offers students an accessible and relevant introduction to sociology. In Society: The Basics,
Eleventh Edition, John J. Macionis shares his enthusiasm and teaching experience with a clear and
engaging approach. This package contains the a la carte version of Society: The Basics and
MySocLab. Books a la Carte: All of the same content as the comprehensive text in a convenient,
three-hole-punched, loose-leaf format at a discounted price! Package consists of: 0205005136 /
9780205005130 Society: The Basics, Books a la Carte Edition 0205669174 / 9780205669172
MySocLab with Pearson eText -- Valuepack Access Card

sociology the basics 15e: Foundations of a Sociology of Canon Law Judith Hahn, 2022-08-08
This Open Access book investigates the legal reality of the church through a sociological lens and
from the perspective of canon law studies, the discipline which researches the law and the legal
structure of the Catholic Church. It introduces readers from various backgrounds to the sociology of
canon law, which is both a legal and a theological field of study, and is the first step towards
introducing a new subdiscipline of the sociology of canon law. As a theoretical approach to mapping
out this field, it asks what theology and canon law may learn from sociology; it discusses the
understanding of “law” in religious contexts; studies the preconditions of legal validity and
effectiveness; and based on these findings it asks in what sense it is possible to speak of canon
“law”. By studying a religious order as its struggles to find a balance between continuity and
change, this book also contributes to the debates on religious law in modernity and the challenges it
faces from secular states and plural societies. This book is of interest to researchers and students of
the sociology of law, legal studies, law and religion, the sociology of religion, theology, and religious
studies. This is an open access book.

sociology the basics 15e: Economics in Plain English David A Mayer, 2025-05-20 Become
fluent in the language of money and advance of your financial goals with this clear, straightforward
guide to essential definitions and easy-to-understand explanations of all the economic terminology
you need to know. Understanding the economy so you can effectively manage your money is not an
easy job, and it’'s made even more complicated by the specific, complex terminology. Even the most
financially responsible people can wonder how economic forces impact their personal finance. Now,
Economics in Plain English has the answers. Inside you'll find straight-forward explanations of 350



economic terms ranging from production, markets and consumer behaviors to banking and monetary
policies and more! This quick and easy-to-use glossary teaches you what the term means, how the
concept works, and how it is used. Read through the chapters for a solid primer in economics and
refer back to specific definitions as needed when reviews financial reports, forecasts, and
documents.

sociology the basics 15e: The Basic Writings of Ernest W. Burgess Ernest Watson Burgess,
1974

sociology the basics 15e: Sociology Martin Albrow, 1999

sociology the basics 15e: Effective Communication for District and School Administrators
Theodore J. Kowalski, 2015-08-20 The book is a unique and necessary contribution to the literature
on school administration. Research, theory, and practice were melded to produce a book that can be
used as a primary or supplemental text or as professional growth resource for practitioners.
Communication scholars, especially since 1990, have concluded that competence must be defined
and studied in the context of professions. As such, a growing number of medical schools, law
schools, and business schools have integrated communication into their curricula. This book
provides a resource for such integration into the study and practice of district and school
administration.

sociology the basics 15e: Society + New Mysoclab for Introduction to Sociology Access Card
John J. Macionis, 2016-01-15 NOTE: Before purchasing, check with your instructor to ensure you
select the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products exist for each
title, and registrations are not transferable. To register for and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering
products, you may also need a Course ID, which your instructor will provide. Used books, rentals,
and purchases made outside of Pearson If purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson,
the access codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products may not be included, may be incorrect,
or may be previously redeemed. Check with the seller before completing your purchase. For courses
in Introductory Sociology This package includes MySocLab® See sociology in everyday life Society:
The Basics utilizes a complete theoretical framework and a global perspective to offer students an
accessible and relevant introduction to sociology. John Macionis, author of the best-selling
Introductory Sociology franchise over the last three decades, empowers students to see the world
around them through a sociological lens, helping them to better understand their own lives.
Informative as well as engaging, Society: The Basics will change the way readers see the world, and
open the door to a new perspective and new opportunities. In addition to extensively updated data,
the Fourteenth Edition offers engaging discussions of hot-button contemporary topics such as the
increased proliferation of social media as well as expanded coverage of race, class, and gender.
Enhance learning with MySocLab MySocLab for the Introductory Sociology course extends learning
online to engage students and improve results. Media resources with assignments bring concepts to
life, and offer students opportunities to practice applying what they've learned. Please note: this
version of MySocLab does not include an eText. Society: The Basics, Fourteenth Edition is also
available via REVEL(tm), an interactive learning environment that enables students to read,
practice, and study in one continuous experience. 0134226992 / 9780134226996 Society: The Basics
plus MySocLab® for Introductory Sociology - Access Card Package, 14/e Package consists of:
0134206320 /9780134206325 Society: The Basics, 14/e 0133878104 / 9780133878103 MySocLab
for Introductory Sociology Access Card

sociology the basics 15e: Theoretical Models of the Child in Sociology Courtney Lade
Marlaire, 1977

sociology the basics 15e: Social Problems John Macionis, 2020-06-09 DIGITAL UPDATE
available for Fall 2021 classes For courses in Social Problems Frame social problems, and identify
solutions, through the lens of politics Revel(R) Social Problems focuses on how people construct
problems, and how they develop potential solutions, based on their political attitudes. Analyzing
issues from liberal, radical-left, conservative, and libertarian points of view, author John Macionis
encourages students to develop their own positions and helps them attain the knowledge they need




to engage in solving social problems through activism and political discussion. Available for Fall
2021 classes, the Digital Update includes coverage of key recent events such as the COVID-19
pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement, as well as expanded global and national maps that
enable students to compare and analyze data. Revel empowers students to actively participate in
learning. More than a digital textbook, Revel delivers an engaging blend of author content, media,
and assessment. With Revel, students read and practice in one continuous experience, anytime,
anywhere, on any device. Learn more about Revel.

sociology the basics 15e: Sociology Marjorie Donovan, 2017

sociology the basics 15e: Current Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.), First
multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.
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