
scriptures on intercessory prayer
scriptures on intercessory prayer hold a vital place in Christian faith, revealing the profound
power and purpose of praying on behalf of others. Intercessory prayer involves standing in the gap for
someone else, petitioning God to intervene in their lives according to His will. The Bible contains
numerous passages that highlight the significance of intercession, illustrating how it fosters spiritual
connection, compassion, and divine intervention. Exploring these scriptures enriches understanding of
prayer’s role in fostering community, spiritual warfare, and God’s responsiveness to faithful
petitioners. This article examines key biblical texts on intercessory prayer, its theological foundations,
examples of intercessors, and practical implications for believers today. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview of scriptures on intercessory prayer and their application in
spiritual life.

Biblical Foundations of Intercessory Prayer

Examples of Intercessory Prayer in the Bible

Key Scriptures on Intercessory Prayer

Theological Significance of Intercession

Practical Applications of Intercessory Prayer

Biblical Foundations of Intercessory Prayer

Intercessory prayer is deeply rooted in biblical teaching, reflecting God’s invitation for believers to
participate in His redemptive work through prayer. The foundation of intercession can be traced to the
Old Testament, where prophets and patriarchs regularly prayed on behalf of others. This practice
continued and expanded in the New Testament, underscoring the role of Jesus Christ as the ultimate
intercessor.

Old Testament Basis for Intercession

The Old Testament contains numerous examples and commands regarding intercessory prayer.
Figures such as Moses, Abraham, and Samuel prayed for the welfare of others, appealing to God’s
mercy and justice. The Psalms also serve as a rich source of intercessory prayers that express
dependence on God’s intervention.

New Testament Emphasis on Intercession



The New Testament highlights Jesus Christ as the supreme intercessor who continually prays for
believers before the Father. Additionally, the apostles encourage the early church to engage in
intercessory prayer, emphasizing its power and necessity for the spiritual health of the community.

Examples of Intercessory Prayer in the Bible

The Bible provides vivid examples of individuals who acted as intercessors, demonstrating faith,
compassion, and perseverance in prayer. These examples offer valuable insights into the character
and impact of intercessory prayer.

Moses as an Intercessor

Moses’ intercession for the Israelites stands as a powerful example of standing in the gap. When God
threatened to destroy the people for their disobedience, Moses pleaded for mercy, exemplifying
selfless advocacy on behalf of others.

Abraham’s Prayer for Sodom

Abraham’s negotiation with God over the fate of Sodom reveals intercessory prayer’s role in seeking
justice and mercy. His persistent appeals illustrate the boldness and hope inherent in interceding for
others.

Jesus Christ, the Ultimate Intercessor

Jesus’ role as the mediator between God and humanity is central to Christian theology. His ongoing
intercession for believers, as described in the book of Hebrews, affirms the continuing importance of
intercessory prayer in the life of the church.

Key Scriptures on Intercessory Prayer

Several biblical verses explicitly reference intercessory prayer, offering guidance and encouragement
for those who pray on behalf of others. These scriptures reveal God’s responsiveness and the spiritual
authority granted to intercessors.

1 Timothy 2:1-2 – Encourages prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings for all people,1.
including leaders.

Romans 8:34 – Describes Christ as one who intercedes for believers.2.



Hebrews 7:25 – Affirms Jesus’ continuous intercession for those who approach God through3.
Him.

James 5:16 – Highlights the power of righteous prayer in healing and restoration.4.

Exodus 32:11-14 – Moses’ intercession for Israel after the golden calf incident.5.

1 Timothy 2:1-2

This passage explicitly commands Christians to offer intercessory prayers for all people, emphasizing
the importance of praying for authorities to live peaceful and godly lives. It underscores intercessory
prayer as an essential Christian duty.

Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 7:25

Both verses affirm Jesus Christ’s role as an intercessor. Romans describes Christ at the right hand of
God, interceding for believers, while Hebrews stresses His eternal priesthood and ability to save
completely those who come to God through Him.

Theological Significance of Intercession

Intercessory prayer holds profound theological implications, reflecting God’s relational nature and the
believer’s participation in divine purposes. Understanding these dimensions enriches comprehension
of prayer’s spiritual impact and encourages faithful practice.

Intercession as Participation in God’s Work

Through intercessory prayer, believers join God in His providential care and redemptive plan. Praying
for others aligns the intercessor’s heart with God’s will, fostering spiritual unity and cooperative
ministry.

Spiritual Authority and Responsibility

Scriptures emphasize the authority granted to intercessors to stand before God on behalf of others.
This responsibility demands faithfulness, humility, and perseverance, recognizing that God hears and
acts upon such prayers.



Practical Applications of Intercessory Prayer

Understanding scriptures on intercessory prayer equips believers to engage more effectively in this
spiritual discipline. Practical applications include personal, communal, and church-wide prayer
initiatives focused on intercession.

Developing a Consistent Prayer Life

Regular intercessory prayer requires intentionality and commitment. Setting aside dedicated times for
praying for others strengthens spiritual sensitivity and aligns daily life with God’s purposes.

Intercession in Community and Worship

Churches and small groups benefit from structured intercessory prayer, fostering support and spiritual
growth. Corporate intercession unites believers and amplifies the impact of prayer.

Praying with Scriptural Guidance

Utilizing scriptures on intercessory prayer in prayer time enhances focus and confidence. Scriptural
prayers reflect biblical truths and invite God’s promises into the intercessory process.

Identify specific prayer needs based on scripture and community concerns.

Use biblical prayers as templates for personal intercession.

Encourage accountability and sharing of prayer requests within groups.

Maintain faith in God’s timing and sovereignty over all outcomes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is intercessory prayer according to the Bible?
Intercessory prayer is a form of prayer where one person prays on behalf of others, appealing to God
for their needs or well-being. The Bible illustrates this in verses like 1 Timothy 2:1, which urges
believers to make petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving for all people.



Which scripture emphasizes the power of intercessory prayer?
James 5:16 highlights the power of intercessory prayer, stating, 'The effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous person avails much.' This verse underscores that righteous believers' prayers can have
significant impact.

Does the Bible give examples of intercessory prayer?
Yes, one notable example is Abraham interceding for Sodom in Genesis 18:22-33, where he pleads
with God to spare the city if righteous people are found. Another example is Moses interceding for
Israel in Exodus 32:11-14.

What did Jesus teach about intercessory prayer?
Jesus taught the importance of praying for others, including enemies. In John 17, Jesus offers a
profound intercessory prayer for His disciples and believers, praying for their unity, protection, and
sanctification.

How does Paul describe intercessory prayer in his letters?
Paul frequently encourages intercessory prayer. In Ephesians 6:18, he urges believers to pray 'with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication
for all the saints.'

Are there scriptures that show God responding to
intercessory prayer?
Yes, numerous scriptures show God responding to intercessory prayers. For example, in Exodus
32:14, God relents from destroying Israel after Moses intercedes. Similarly, Daniel 9:20-23 shows God
sending an angel in response to Daniel's prayers.

Why is intercessory prayer important in Christian life based
on scriptures?
Intercessory prayer is vital because it expresses love and concern for others, aligns with God's will,
and brings spiritual breakthroughs. Scriptures like 1 Timothy 2:1-4 emphasize praying for all people
so that salvation and peace may come to all.

Additional Resources
1. Intercessory Prayer: How God Can Use Your Prayers to Move Heaven and Earth
This classic work by Dutch Sheets explores the powerful role of intercessory prayer in the life of a
believer. It offers practical guidance on how to pray effectively on behalf of others and emphasizes
the authority believers have through prayer. The book combines biblical insights with real-life
testimonies to encourage persistent and faith-filled intercession.

2. The Power of Intercessory Prayer



Written by Stormie Omartian, this book delves into the transformative power of praying for others. It
provides scriptural foundations and practical tips for developing a consistent intercessory prayer life.
Omartian shares personal stories and biblical examples that inspire readers to engage deeply in
prayer for others’ needs.

3. Intercession: The Power of Standing in the Gap
Author John F. MacArthur presents a thorough biblical study on the role of intercessory prayer. The
book highlights the responsibility and privilege of believers to stand in the gap for others through
prayer. It also addresses common challenges and misconceptions about intercession, encouraging
readers to be faithful and persistent.

4. Prayers That Move Mountains
By Harold Sala, this book explores prayers grounded in scripture that bring about significant spiritual
breakthroughs. It focuses on the effectiveness of intercessory prayer in overcoming obstacles and
changing circumstances. Sala provides readers with scriptural prayers and principles to deepen their
intercessory prayer life.

5. The Intercessor: Unlocking the Power of Prayer
This book by Rees Howells offers a compelling narrative of the author’s own journey as an intercessor.
It underscores the vital importance of intercessory prayer in spiritual warfare and global revival. The
book motivates readers to embrace the calling of intercession with passion and faith.

6. Intercessory Prayer: A Call to Spiritual Warfare
C. Peter Wagner examines the connection between intercession and spiritual warfare in this insightful
volume. The book encourages believers to understand prayer as a strategic weapon in the battle
against evil. It includes biblical examples and practical advice for engaging in effective spiritual
intercession.

7. The Warfare of Prayer
Francis Frangipane’s book focuses on the spiritual discipline of prayer as a form of warfare,
highlighting the role of intercession. It challenges readers to confront spiritual opposition by standing
in the gap through prayer. The author offers guidance on cultivating perseverance and faith in
intercessory prayer.

8. Praying for Others: The Joy and Power of Intercession
This book by Dutch Sheets presents intercessory prayer as a joyful and powerful act of love. It
encourages believers to develop a compassionate heart for others and to pray confidently in faith.
The book combines biblical teaching with practical strategies for sustained intercession.

9. Intercessory Prayer: God's Invitation to Partner with Him
By Evelyn Christenson, this book explores the biblical invitation for believers to partner with God
through intercessory prayer. It highlights the impact of prayer on personal lives, communities, and
nations. Christenson offers encouragement and instruction to help readers embrace their role as
intercessors.
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  scriptures on intercessory prayer: The Beginner's Guide to Intercessory Prayer Dutch Sheets,
2010-10 What is intercessory prayer? How can I become an intercessor? When you don't know
where to begin, start with the basics! In The Beginner's Guide to Intercessory Prayer, readers will
learn to find their motivation for prayer in the power of love, by first and foremost experiencing a
lasting relationship with God as Father and friend. As Dutch Sheets lays the foundation for one's
motivation to pray, he teaches that the simplicity and purity of devotion - our relationship with Christ
- doesn't need to be complex. Find the complexity of prayer reduced through Did You Understand
questions at the end of each chapter to test your understanding. Upon completion you will have
learned the 13 P's of intercession, ranging from Priority to Pleasure and from Plan to Pain. Make
intercessory prayer a part of your life by learning to pray effectively, by learning to pray alone and in
groups and by persisting in prayer.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: An exposition of our Lord's intercessory prayer John
Brown, 1866
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Intercession Ann Shields, 1988
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: A Call to Prayer Germaine Copeland, 2001 When you
pray for others, you become part of the present-day ministry of Jesus Christ, seeing He ever lives to
make intercession (Heb. 7:25). Intercessory prayer groups can be effective when we understand the
power and authority God has given to us and pray according to the will of God.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: The Power of a True Intercessor Patricia J. Williams, 2013
Prayer is the most potent force known to humanity. Because we have been made partakers in Jesus'
victory over sin and death (1 John 4:4), we have the authority as sons and daughters of God to pray
for others, pushing back the darkness of sin and oppression. In prayer, we have a weapon that has
divine power to destroy strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4). That kind of weaponry - the power of
prayer - is something God invites us to use, as we seek not only personal transformation, but
transformation of the world as well. An intercessor is one who takes up a burden that goes far
beyond his or her own needs and intentions. Those who take up the call to intercession come to
learn in a deeper way that the sufferings of the present time cannot compare to the joy that will
come as God's purposes unfold. Intercessors participate in God's magnificent plan to raise humanity
to share in divine life. This insight moves them to engage in a spiritual battle against the forces that
seek to destroy God's plans, proving The Power of a True Intercessor. About the Author: Prophetess
Patricia J. Williams is the president and founder of Faith In God International Ministries and Patricia
J. Williams Ministries. She is also a woman of Revelation, Power, and is an Intercessor. With a
unique style of ministering the Word of God, God uses her mightily through Prophesy, Visions, and
Dreams. She currently resides in Louisiana, where she is working on her next book, The Endurance
of Pleasing God: Breaking the Chains of Tradition. Publisher's website: http:
//sbpra.com/PatriciaJWilliams
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Intercessory Prayer Dutch Sheets, 2016-07-19 Bestselling
Author Inspires Prayer for the Impossible Called foundational, revolutionary, illuminating, and
motivating, Intercessory Prayer continues to be a classic work after more than 20 years. This rich,
biblical teaching is full of fresh insights showing how vital our prayers are and how God has always
planned to work in partnership with us through prayer. As Dutch explains the nuts and bolts of
prayer with wisdom, gentleness, and humor, readers will find inspiration and courage to pray for the
impossible--and the persistence to see prayers to completion. A workbook and 8-session DVD are
also available, making this book ideal for small groups, church classes, or individuals who want to go
deeper on their own.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Standing in the Breach Michael Widmer, 2015-09-09 At
the heart of this study is a biblical-theological approach to central passages on intercessory prayers
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in the OT. After examining these largely prophetic prayer dialogues, Widmer argues that they
provide an important key to biblical theology and spirituality. Furthermore, a close reading of
prayers by Abraham, Moses, Samuel, David, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, and Amos reveals
fascinating insights into the portrayals of these characters and confirms strong conceptual
associations with Moses, Israel’s archetypal mediator. Widmer reads these prayers in both their
immediate literary and wider canonical contexts. The ultimate aim of this study is to gain a deeper
understanding of the God whom the church worships and confesses to be the Father of Jesus Christ.
Particularly pertinent is the finding that many OT prayers interact with God’s nature as revealed to
Moses in Exod 34:6–7. Yhwh’s fullest revelation is also given in the context of an intercessory
prayer. Widmer argues that intercessory prayer and theology have a hermeneutical-spiral
relationship, mutually informing and correcting each other. It is in engaging with a loving and holy
God that the phenomenon of divine mutability must be understood. Overall, Standing in the Breach
suggests that fundamental biblical themes such as God’s mercy and judgment, divine retribution and
forgiveness, covenant mediation, substitutionary suffering and atonement, and eventually the
dynamics of the cross are all intrinsically related to and illuminated by prophetic OT intercessory
prayers.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: An Exposition of Our Lord's Intercessory Prayer; with a
Discourse on the Relation of Our Lord's Intercession to the Conversion of the World John Brown,
1866
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Intercession, Thrilling and Fulfilling Joy Dawson, 1997-09
This book proves that we are surrounded by opportunities to impact our world through powerful
intercessory prayer. Intercession, Thrilling and Fulfilling spells out the price of obedience, but
leaves us in no doubt that the rewards and fulfillment far outweigh that price - you become a history
shaper and closer friend of Almighty God through intercessory prayer.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Intercessory Prayer Study Guide Dutch Sheets, 2008-03-03
Your Prayers Are Powerful If God is all-powerful, why does He need us to pray? If we pray and
nothing happens, does this mean that God isn't listening? If you've ever felt that your prayers don't
count, Intercessory Prayer will show you just how vital your prayers are. In this book, pastor and
teacher Dutch Sheets explains the nuts and bolts of prayer with wisdom, gentleness, and humor.
This book will inspire you, give you the courage to pray for the impossible, and help you find the
persistence to see your prayers to completion. Discover your role as a prayer warrior--it can mean
the difference between heaven and hell for someone you know!
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: The Beginner's Guide to Intercessory Prayer Dutch Sheets,
2008-04-01 What is intercessory prayer? How can I become an intercessor? When you don’t know
where to begin, start with the basics! In The Beginner’s Guide to Intercessory Prayer, readers will
learn to find their motivation for prayer in the power of love, by first and foremost experiencing a
lasting relationship with God as Father and friend. As Dutch Sheets lays the foundation for one’s
motivation to pray, he teaches that the simplicity and purity of devotion – our relationship with
Christ – doesn’t need to be complex. Find the complexity of prayer reduced through “Did You
Understand” questions at the end of each chapter to test your understanding. Upon completion you
will have learned the 13 “P’s” of intercession, ranging from “Priority” to “Pleasure” and from “Plan”
to “Pain.” Make intercessory prayer a part of your life by learning to pray effectively, by learning to
pray alone and in groups and by persisting in prayer.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Prayers of the Bible Jan Wells, 2005-09
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Ask of Me Bobbie Jean Merck, 2008-05-01 Ask of me, and I
shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession. Psalm 2:8 Jesus Christ is our example in the Bible of One Who lived a life of prayer and
trust. He was the answer to God's cry for an intercessor, and He showed us that all that is
accomplished in the work and in the will of God upon the earth begins with prayer. Prayer is our
foundation for success! With endearing candor and keen perceptiveness, Bobbie Jean Merck shares
that which has been proven and unshakeable in her life of service to the Lord including: - Wisdom



concerning fellowship and intimacy with God. - Practical insights to usher one into the life of
intercessory prayer with all of its transforming power. - Understanding of the Word of God and the
Holy Spirit in regards to prayer. - Answers to often asked questions in regards to the supernatural. -
Relating adventures that will inspire one in the pursuit of God's plans and purposes for His sons and
daughters. The Holy Spirit is today's intercessor, working in the believer to accomplish the will of
God in the earth. God's Own Presence acting in and through our prayers is what infuses all that
concerns us individually, within the Church, and in all manner of ministry with His life-giving,
transforming power. Ask of Me is offered in a spirit of thankfulness and joy with the fervent hope
that it will enhance the prayer lives of God's precious family as we journey forward together. In
Jesus Christ the best is yet to come!
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: The Intercessory Prayer of Jesus Warren W. Wiersbe,
1997-08-01 Warren Wiersbe addresses the most pressing concerns of Christian living, including
developing an effective prayer life, understanding salvation, making disciples, becoming mature in
Christ, and balancing truth and love. Jesus' prayer recorded in John 17 has been called the greatest
prayer ever uttered. Now one of America's most respected Bible teachers, Warren Wiersbe, mines
the Lord's petition for its rich theological and practical gems. The intercessory prayer reveals Jesus'
priorities and concerns as he faced the final hours before his death. By studying this prayer,
Christians can learn what was most important to Jesus and make his priorities their own. The
Intercessory Prayer Of Jesus addresses the most pressing concerns of contemporary Christian living,
including understanding salvation, making disciples, utilizing spiritual resources, become mature in
Christ, creating a genuine community of believers, and balancing truth and love. The result is an
expository and devotional study reflecting the doctrinal integrity and relevant teachings of Jesus'
prayer recorded some two thousand years ago--and still very much relevant to Christian life
today.--Midwest Book Review
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Life Together and Prayerbook of the Bible Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, 2004-12-08 On the nature of Christian community and a theological interpretation of the
Psalms.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Intercessory Prayer Study Guide Dutch Sheets,
2010-10-27 How God Can Use Your Prayers to Move Heaven and Earth Bestselling author, Dutch
Sheets, unwraps the mystery of intercessory prayer, revealing our role as God's partners in His
work. If God is all - powerful, why does He need us to pray? Have you ever wondered if your prayers
really count? Or why you never seem to get any answers? If so, then Int...
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: The Communion of Saints: the Catholic Doctrine Set Forth
from Holy Scripture, the Fathers and Ancient Bishops of the Undivided Church William Grant
(Author of The Communion of Saints.), 1876
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: The Marriage You've Always Wanted Bible Study Gary
Chapman, 2009-07-22 From the New York Times bestselling author and international speaker comes
this interactive, practical resource designed to help couples grow closer to each other, and closer to
God. Couples will discuss and reflect on such areas as money, anger, forgiveness, and spirituality, all
in an easy-to-use workbook format. Learn how to share yourself fully with your spouse and express
love in a meaningful way. Formerly titled A Couple's Guide to a Growing Marriage. Ideal for personal
and group study, and includes an updated resource list at the end of the book.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: The Intercessor's Guide Raymond Chapman, Intercessory
prayer is a key part of the liturgy of the Eucharist. Intercessory prayers need to reflect a response to
the preached Word and topical concern for the world and need to be prepared afresh for each
service. Intercessory prayer is also known as 'the prayer of the people' and is often said by a
member of the congregation, not a priest. For anyone with this ministry in their local church, here is
a complete companion handbook that includes: a simple theology of intercessory prayer; an
explanation of its purpose within the liturgy and its relation to the readings of the day; the difference
between public and personal prayer; a guide to writing intercessory prayers that connect with the
whole service; technical advice: use of language, addressing God, vocal expression; common errors



to avoid: excessive length or detail, breaches of confidence; prayerful preparation; using other
resources; developing a personal style; and, ready to use intercessory prayers.
  scriptures on intercessory prayer: Loyal Sisters Doreen W. McCalla, 2024-08-30 Although
Loyal Sisters is about Loyal Sisters it is not only for them. From ethnographic exploration into
mainly two churches: Messa Pentecostal and High Parish, the religiosity and faith in the Triune God,
through the Holy Spirit (pneumatology), of Loyal Sisters is realized. They are faithful and avid
ecclesiastical worshipers amidst a tide of dwindling church-attendance. We can reflect on their
faith-lifestyle and ontological passion for God which propels them into action in the British church.
We discover their values and beliefs and how they transcend and redeem adversity and/or
immigration, patriarchy, and racism, “come what may,” and seek for womanist, cultural, and
religious change in the church through the Spirit. Furthermore, this book provides an insight into
my autobiography/womanist testimonies as a British, Black, female practicing, ecumenical Christian
who is an ally with Loyal Sisters. You do not have to be a Loyal Sister or identify as female of color to
read this book. There is much we can learn from Loyal Sisters and about the British church which
can enrich our understanding, epistemology, and/or spirituality as faith-believers or persons of no
religious faith: whether we agree with all, some or none of their womanist spirituality.
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