
reasons for authoritarian rule

reasons for authoritarian rule are multifaceted and often rooted in a combination of
political, social, economic, and historical factors. Understanding why authoritarian
regimes emerge and persist requires an examination of these underlying causes that
compel societies or leaders to adopt centralized, often oppressive governance structures.
This article explores the primary drivers behind authoritarianism, including political
instability, economic crises, social divisions, and external influences. It also addresses how
fear, propaganda, and institutional weaknesses contribute to the consolidation of
authoritarian power. By analyzing these reasons for authoritarian rule, policymakers and
scholars can better comprehend the conditions that foster such regimes and the
challenges they pose to democracy and human rights. The following sections delve into
these complex factors and their implications.

Political Instability and Weak Institutions

Economic Factors Contributing to Authoritarianism

Social and Cultural Influences

Role of Fear, Propaganda, and Control

External Influences and Geopolitical Context

Political Instability and Weak Institutions

One of the most significant reasons for authoritarian rule is political instability combined
with weak state institutions. When democratic structures are fragile or nonexistent, it
creates a power vacuum that authoritarian leaders can exploit. Political instability often
manifests as frequent government changes, civil unrest, or ineffective governance, which
erodes public trust and opens the door to authoritarianism.

Collapse of Democratic Processes

In many cases, democratic processes collapse due to corruption, electoral fraud, or
manipulation of legal frameworks. When elections are perceived as unfair or when
opposition parties are suppressed, citizens may support authoritarian leaders who promise
order and stability. This breakdown in democratic norms can be a direct reason for
authoritarian rule, as the state no longer functions under principles of accountability and
pluralism.



Weak Rule of Law and Judicial Systems

Authoritarian regimes often emerge where the rule of law is weak and judicial systems
lack independence. Without checks and balances, leaders can consolidate power by
undermining legal institutions, controlling courts, and silencing dissent. Weak institutions
fail to protect citizens’ rights or enforce laws impartially, allowing authoritarian
governments to entrench their control.

Economic Factors Contributing to
Authoritarianism

Economic instability and crises are powerful catalysts for authoritarian rule. High
unemployment, inflation, poverty, and economic inequality create widespread
dissatisfaction, making populations more susceptible to authoritarian promises of
economic recovery and social order. Economic grievances often lead to social unrest,
which authoritarian leaders exploit to justify their rule.

Economic Crises and Public Discontent

Severe economic downturns undermine the legitimacy of existing governments and fuel
demands for strong leadership. In such contexts, authoritarian regimes may portray
themselves as capable of restoring economic stability through centralized control. This
economic rationale is a common reason for authoritarian rule, especially in countries
struggling with development challenges.

Resource Control and Patronage Systems

Control over natural resources and economic assets enables authoritarian regimes to
maintain power through patronage and clientelism. By distributing wealth selectively to
loyal groups, authoritarian leaders build a support base that helps suppress opposition.
This economic control mechanism is an important reason for authoritarian rule, linking
economic interests with political dominance.

Social and Cultural Influences

Social divisions and cultural factors significantly influence the rise of authoritarianism.
Ethnic, religious, or ideological conflicts can fragment societies, making them vulnerable
to authoritarian control as a means of enforcing unity or suppressing dissent. Additionally,
cultural norms that favor hierarchical authority may predispose societies to accept
authoritarian governance.



Ethnic and Sectarian Conflicts

In diverse societies with deep ethnic or sectarian divisions, authoritarian rule can be
justified as necessary to maintain order and prevent violence. Leaders often exploit such
cleavages to rally support from certain groups while marginalizing others. These social
fractures are a critical reason for authoritarian rule, as they undermine national cohesion
and democratic governance.

Cultural Acceptance of Authoritarianism

Some cultures have historical traditions of centralized authority and may view
authoritarian leadership as legitimate or preferable. In these contexts, citizens might
prioritize stability and security over political freedoms, providing fertile ground for
authoritarian regimes to flourish. Cultural attitudes toward authority thus contribute to
the persistence of authoritarian rule.

Role of Fear, Propaganda, and Control

Authoritarian governments frequently rely on fear, propaganda, and control mechanisms
to maintain their power. These tools suppress opposition, manipulate public opinion, and
consolidate authority, making it difficult for democratic forces to emerge or thrive.

Use of Repression and Surveillance

Repressive tactics such as censorship, imprisonment of political opponents, and extensive
surveillance prevent dissent and discourage challenges to authoritarian rule. Fear of
persecution compels citizens to conform, thereby stabilizing authoritarian regimes. This
control through coercion is a fundamental reason for authoritarian rule’s durability.

Propaganda and Information Control

Authoritarian regimes often control media and disseminate propaganda to shape public
perception. By controlling information, they can legitimize their rule, discredit opponents,
and manipulate national narratives. Effective propaganda campaigns reinforce
authoritarian power by influencing societal beliefs and minimizing resistance.



External Influences and Geopolitical Context

International factors also play a significant role in the emergence and maintenance of
authoritarian rule. Foreign governments, geopolitical rivalries, and global economic
pressures can support or undermine authoritarian regimes depending on strategic
interests.

Foreign Support and Intervention

Some authoritarian regimes receive direct or indirect support from foreign powers
seeking to advance their geopolitical agendas. This external backing can provide financial
aid, military assistance, or diplomatic cover, enabling authoritarian governments to resist
internal and international pressures for democratization.

Global Economic and Political Pressures

Globalization and international economic dependencies can either challenge or reinforce
authoritarian rule. Economic sanctions, trade relations, and international organizations
influence regime stability. In some cases, authoritarian leaders adapt to global pressures
by implementing limited reforms while maintaining core authoritarian controls.

Summary of Key Reasons for Authoritarian Rule

Political instability and weak democratic institutions

Economic crises and control over resources

Social divisions and cultural predispositions

Use of fear, propaganda, and repression

External geopolitical and economic influences

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common economic reasons for the rise of



authoritarian rule?
Economic instability, such as high inflation, unemployment, and poverty, can lead to
dissatisfaction with democratic governments and create opportunities for authoritarian
leaders to promise order and economic recovery.

How does political instability contribute to
authoritarian rule?
Political instability, including weak institutions, corruption, and frequent government
changes, can undermine public trust in democracy and encourage the consolidation of
power by authoritarian regimes to restore stability.

In what ways can fear and insecurity lead to
authoritarianism?
Threats such as terrorism, war, or internal conflict can cause populations to prioritize
security over freedoms, allowing authoritarian leaders to justify strict control and limit
civil liberties in the name of protection.

How do cultural factors influence the emergence of
authoritarian governments?
Certain cultural factors, such as a history of centralized rule, collectivist values, or low
emphasis on individualism, can make societies more accepting of authoritarian leadership
styles.

What role does the weakness of democratic institutions
play in authoritarian rule?
Weak democratic institutions, including ineffective checks and balances and lack of
judicial independence, can enable leaders to consolidate power and erode democratic
norms, paving the way for authoritarianism.

Can social divisions and inequality lead to authoritarian
rule?
Yes, deep social divisions and high inequality can create societal tensions and
dissatisfaction, which authoritarian leaders exploit by promising unity and fairness
through centralized authority.

How does propaganda and control of information
support authoritarian regimes?
Authoritarian regimes often control media and spread propaganda to manipulate public
opinion, suppress dissent, and maintain their power by limiting citizens' access to
independent information.



Additional Resources
1. Authoritarianism: What Everyone Needs to Know
This book by Erica Frantz offers a comprehensive overview of authoritarian regimes,
exploring why and how they emerge and sustain power. It examines the social, political,
and economic factors that contribute to authoritarian rule. The text also delves into the
mechanisms used by leaders to maintain control and suppress opposition.

2. The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution
Francis Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions and explains how
different societies have transitioned to various forms of governance. The book highlights
the conditions that foster authoritarian rule, such as weak institutions and lack of political
accountability. Fukuyama’s analysis provides a historical context for understanding
modern authoritarianism.

3. How Democracies Die
Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt analyze the gradual erosion of democratic norms,
which often leads to authoritarianism. The authors discuss the role of political
polarization, weak institutions, and populist leaders in undermining democratic systems.
The book offers insights into why some societies slide into authoritarian rule while others
do not.

4. The Dictator’s Handbook: Why Bad Behavior Is Almost Always Good Politics
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith explore the incentives and strategies that
leaders use to stay in power, often leading to authoritarian governance. They argue that
political survival depends on controlling key supporters and resources rather than
ideology or public welfare. The book provides a pragmatic view of the reasons behind
authoritarian rule.

5. Strongmen: Mussolini to the Present
Ryszard Kapuściński presents a detailed examination of authoritarian leaders throughout
history and the contexts that enabled their rise. The book discusses the social and
economic conditions that facilitate the emergence of strongmen. It also reflects on the
personal characteristics and tactics these leaders employ to maintain authority.

6. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century
Timothy Snyder offers a concise guide on recognizing and resisting authoritarianism,
drawing lessons from historical tyrannies. The book explains how authoritarian rulers
exploit crises, fear, and propaganda to consolidate power. Snyder’s work highlights the
warning signs that precede authoritarian rule.

7. The Anatomy of Fascism
Robert O. Paxton examines the social and political dynamics that give rise to fascist
regimes, a specific form of authoritarianism. He explores how economic instability, social
unrest, and political fragmentation create fertile ground for authoritarian movements. The
book provides a framework for understanding the appeal and dangers of fascist rule.

8. Dictators and Democrats: Masses, Elites, and Regime Change
Barbara Geddes investigates why some countries fall under authoritarian rule while others
develop democratic systems. Through empirical research, she identifies the roles of elites,
mass mobilization, and institutional structures in shaping political outcomes. The book



sheds light on the complex interplay of factors leading to authoritarianism.

9. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China
Theda Skocpol analyzes the social revolutions that resulted in profound regime changes
and often led to authoritarian governments. She emphasizes the importance of state
structures, class relations, and international pressures in these transformations. The book
offers a deep understanding of the conditions that produce authoritarian rule through
revolutionary upheaval.
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  reasons for authoritarian rule: The International Politics of Authoritarian Rule Oisín Tansey,
2016 Autocrats must overcome a range of challenges as they seek to gain and maintain political
power, including the threat that comes from both rival elites and discontented publics. The
International Politics of Authoritarian Rule examines the ways in which international forces can
encourage and assist autocratic actors in overcoming these challenges. Often, autocratic incumbents
are strengthened in power by events on the international stage and by the active support of
international allies. The book offers a typology of different international forms of influence on
authoritarianism, and examines the ways in which external forces shape autocratic rule at the
domestic level. The typology distinguishes between three broad forms of international influence:
passive influences, unintended consequences, and active forms of external autocratic sponsorship.
The book focuses in particular on the latter category, and examines intentional autocratic
sponsorship in the post-Cold War period. A central contribution of the book is to address the
question of how international autocratic sponsorship can bolster authoritarian rule. It highlights the
ways in which international sponsorship can contribute to authoritarian practices is three significant
ways: by increasing the likelihood that authoritarian regimes will pursue 'authoritarian practices'
(such as coups, repression or election fraud), by contributing to the implementation of those
practices, and finally by shielding autocratic actors from international punishment after such
practices are pursued. External sponsorship can thus lower the costs of authoritarian behaviour, and
protect and shield authoritarian regimes from the negative consequences of their actions. Oxford
Studies in Democratization is a series for scholars and students of comparative politics and related
disciplines. Volumes concentrate on the comparative study of the democratization process that
accompanied the decline and termination of the cold war. The geographical focus of the series is
primarily Latin America, the Caribbean, Southern and Eastern Europe, and relevant experiences in
Africa and Asia. The series editor is Laurence Whitehead, Senior Research Fellow, Nuffield College,
University of Oxford.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Transitions from Authoritarian Rule Guillermo O’Donnell,
Philippe C. Schmitter, Laurence Whitehead, 2013-07-16 An array of internationally noted scholars
examines the process of democratization in Southern Europe and Latin America. The authors
provide new interpretations of both current and historical efforts of nations to end periods of
authoritarian rule and to initiate transition to democracy, efforts that have met with widely varying
degrees of success and failure. Extensive case studies of individual countries, a comparative
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overview, and a synthesis conclusions offer important insights for political scientists, students, and
all concerned with the prospects for democracy. In Volume 3, despite the unique contexts of
transitions in individual countries, significant points of comparison emerge — such as the influence
of foreign nations and the role of agents outside the government. These analyses explore both intra-
and interregional similarities and differences.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Authoritarian Rule of Law Jothie Rajah, 2012-04-16
Through a focus on Singapore, this book presents an analysis of authoritarian legalism, showing how
prosperity, public discourse, and a rigorous observance of legal procedure enable a reconfigured
rule of law - liberal form but illiberal content. It shows how institutions and process become tools to
constrain dissenting citizens while protecting those in political power.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: What Do We Know and What Should We Do About
Authoritarian Regimes? Natasha Lindstaedt, 2024-01-05 At least 70% of the world’s population now
lives under an autocracy. There are more openly authoritarian states than ever, democratic regimes
are ‘backsliding’ into autocracy, and authoritarian values and practices are increasingly normalized.
Regimes in China and Russia are as prominent and urgent as ever, but authoritarianism is spreading
across the globe. Why is this happening? What can we do about it? This book is a concise and
compelling exploration of the increasing number and influence of authoritarian regimes. It explains
the realities of recent trends to ‘autocratisation’, the tools these regimes use, what we can do to
resist, and why we might even allow ourselves a degree of optimism. Professor Natasha Lindstaedt
works at the Department of Government at the University of Essex. The ‘What Do We Know and
What Should We Do About...?′ series offers readers short, up-to-date overviews of key issues often
misrepresented, simplified or misunderstood in modern society and the media. Each book is written
by a leading social scientist with an established reputation in the relevant subject area. Short, sharp
and compelling. - Alex Preston, The Observer If you want to learn a lot about what matters most, in
as short a time as possible, this is the series for you.- Danny Dorling, Halford Mackinder Professor of
Geography, University of Oxford
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Moral Opposition to Authoritarian Rule in Chile,
1973-90 P. Lowden, 1995-12-17 The book examines the political importance of moral opposition to
authoritarian rule in Chile, 1973-90, as a challenge to the government's systematic human rights'
violations. It was initially led by the Catholic Church, whose primate founded an organisation to
defend human rights: the Vicariate of Solidarity (1976-92). The book assesses the impact of moral
opposition as a force for redemocratisation by tracing the history and achievements of the Vicariate.
It also argues that such moral matters are often underestimated in regime transition analysis.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Transitions from Authoritarian Rule Guillermo A.
O'Donnell, 1986-09 An array of internationally noted scholars examines the process of
democratization in southern Europe and Latin America. They provide new interpretations of both
current and historical efforts of nations to end periods of authoritarian rule and to initiate transition
to democracy, efforts that have met with widely varying degrees of success and failure. Extensive
case studies of individual countries, a comparative overview, and a synthesis conclusions offer
important insights for political scientists, students, and all concerned with the prospects for
democracy. The historical example of Italy after Mussolini as well as the more recent cases of
Greece, Portugal, Spain, and Turkey suggest factors that may make a transition relatively secure.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Excessive Loyalism in Putin’s Authoritarian Regime
Alexander Libman, 2025-09-26 This book provides new insights into how excessive loyalism hinders
Russia’s authoritarian government. When Russian bureaucrats, diplomats and academics go to great
lengths to display their loyalty to the regime in Moscow, many observers regard it as a show of
regime’s strength. Yet where this results in overcompliance, excessive praise or needlessly
aggressive rhetoric, it becomes a source of weakness – not only alienating citizens at home and
irritating allies abroad but even contributing to costly strategic mistakes, such as Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine. The book engages with an intractable dilemma facing the regime: it cannot
punish these actors for being too loyal, but it also cannot allow such expressions of loyalty to break



the boundaries it sets. The author helps explain why the regime has repeatedly stunned the
international community with unexpected political moves and, in several cases, become its own
worst enemy. In doing so, he illuminates many of the dynamics through which sycophancy
undermines authoritarian governments across the world. The book addresses a broad array of
manifestations of excessive loyalism and sycophancy in Russia – from rude and offensive comments
of bureaucrats to rhetorical dissonance in the foreign policy to politically motivated rhetoric in the
Russian academia. It combines quantitative and qualitative tools to study sycophancy empirically
and develops a theory of excessive loyalism, which is applicable well beyond the Russian case.
Alexander Libman is Professor of Russian and East European Politics at the Freie Universität Berlin,
Germany. His main research interests include comparative politics of authoritarian regimes, Russian
politics, historical legacies of authoritarianism and authoritarian cooperation in the post-Soviet
Eurasia. His work has been published, among others, in the American Political Science Review,
Comparative Political Studies, World Politics, Perspectives on Politics and British Journal of Political
Science.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Authoritarianism Erica Frantz, 2018-08-01 In
Authoritarianism: What Everyone Needs to Know®, Erica Frantz guides us through today's
authoritarian wave, explaining how it came to be and what its features are. She also looks at
authoritarians themselves, focusing in particular on the techniques they use to take power, the
strategies they use to survive, and how they fall. She stresses throughout that the type of
authoritarian regime is important for understanding political outcomes.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Democratization and Authoritarianism in the Arab World Larry
Diamond, Marc F. Plattner, 2014-04-01 Three years after the first mass protests of the Arab Spring,
senior scholars weigh in on how democracy is faring. Beginning in December 2010, a series of
uprisings swept the Arab world, toppling four longtime leaders and creating an apparent political
opening in a region long impervious to the “third wave” of democratization. Despite the initial
euphoria, the legacies of authoritarianism—polarized societies, politicized militaries, state-centric
economies, and pervasive clientelism—have proven stubborn obstacles to the fashioning of new
political and social contracts. Meanwhile, the strong electoral performance of political Islamists and
the ensuing backlash in Egypt have rekindled arguments about the compatibility of democracy and
political Islam. Even though progress toward democracy has been halting at best, the region’s
political environment today bears little resemblance to what it was before the uprisings. In
Democratization and Authoritarianism in the Arab World, leading scholars address the questions
posed by this period of historic change in the Middle East and North Africa. This volume includes
chapters examining several broad themes: the region’s shifting political culture, the relationship
between democracy and political Islam, the legacy of authoritarian ruling arrangements, the
strengths and vulnerabilities of remaining autocracies, and the lessons learned from transitions to
democracy in other parts of the world. It also features chapters analyzing the political development
of individual countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Tunisia, Yemen, and the monarchies of the Gulf. Contributors Hicham Ben Abdallah El Alaoui April
Longley Alley Zoltan Barany Ahmed Benchemsi Mieczysław P. Boduszyński Nathan J. Brown Jason
Brownlee Daniel Brumberg John M. Carey Michele Dunne Abdou Filali-Ansary Hillel Fradkin F.
Gregory Gause III Husain Haqqani Steven Heydemann Philip N. Howard Muzammil M. Hussain
Amaney Jamal Stéphane Lacroix Juan J. Linz Tarek Masoud Marc F. Plattner Tarek Radwan Hamadi
Redissi Andrew Reynolds Michael Robbins Olivier Roy Peter J. Schraeder Alfred Stepan Mark
Tessler Frédéric Volpi Lucan Way Frederic Wehrey Sean L. Yom
  reasons for authoritarian rule: The Internationalization of Communal Strife (Routledge
Revivals) Manus I. Midlarsky, 2014-06-03 First published in 1992, this edited collection argues that
conflicts have a growing tendency both to intensify and to lengthen, thus increasing the likelihood of
external actors being drawn into the on-going violence. Here, leading experts in comparative and
international politics examine this tendency of communal conflicts to spill over into the international
arena. They also look at the conditions under which these processes do not occur and are mediated



successfully. The authors combine theoretical perspectives with case studies, covering examples
from the origins of the First World War, to state building in Iraq, and whether it was a precursor of
the Iran-Iraq War and the Gulf Crisis. They present both a global overview and a focus on the state
as the single most important intermediary in the internationalization process. A comprehensive and
relevant reissue, this volume will appeal to students and scholars of International Relations,
Comparative Politics and Strategic Studies.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: The Dynamics of Democratization Geoffrey Pridham,
2001-01-01 A systematic comparison of three cases of democratization and regime transformation in
Europe since 1945, this book highlights diversities of historical context
  reasons for authoritarian rule: The Grounds of Political Legitimacy Fabienne Peter, 2023
Fabienne Peter argues that political legitimacy doesn't just depend on respect for the will of the
citizens. The Grounds of Political Legitiamacy compares democratic and non-democratic conceptions
of legitimacy and develops a novel hybrid conception of the grounds of political legitimacy.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: The Causes of Post-Mobilization Leadership Change and
Continuity Vasili Rukhadze, 2021-08-24 Large, fragmented coalitions disintegrate
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Transparency and Authoritarian Rule in Southeast Asia
Garry Rodan, 2004-08-02 This book rejects the notion that the 1997-98 Asian economic crisis was
further evidence that ultimately capitalism can only develop within liberal social and political
institutions.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes Juan José Linz,
2000 Originally a chapter in the Handbook of Political Science, this analysis develops the
fundamental destinction between totalitarian and authoritarian systems. It emphasizes the
personalistic, lawless, non-ideological type of authoritarian rule the author calls the sultanistic
regime.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Crises in Authoritarian Regimes Jörg Baberowski, Martin
Wagner, 2022-01-19 Krisen offenbaren die Fragilität der Ordnung und fordern die Macht heraus.
Wie gehen autoritäre Regime mit ihnen um? Welche Stärken und Schwächen zeigen sie in der
Krisenbewältigung, verglichen mit demokratischen Ordnungen? Wie lässt sich ihre
Anpassungsfähigkeit und Persistenz erklären? Die Beiträge dieses Bandes verbinden die Sichtweisen
von Politikwissenschaft, Geschichte, Literaturwissenschaft, Soziologie und Regionalwissenschaften
auf gegenwärtige und untergegangene Regime in Afrika, Ost- und Zentralasien, Ost- und
Westeuropa und Lateinamerika. Die Fallstudien beleuchten die Verdichtung autoritärer Herrschaft
in der Krise, die meist zwei konträre Ziele verfolgt: die Stabilität zu erhalten und die eigene
Herrschaft zu erneuern.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Instrumentalisation of Mass Media in Electoral
Authoritarian Regimes Nozima Akhrarkhodjaeva, 2017-04-25 Focusing on the case of Russia
during Putin’s first two presidential terms, this book examines media manipulation strategies in
electoral authoritarian regimes. Which instruments and approaches do incumbent elites employ to
skew media coverage in favor of their preferred candidate in a presidential election? What effects do
these strategies have on news content? Based on two case studies of the presidential election
campaigns in Russia in 2000 and in 2008, this investigation identifies the critical internal
mechanisms according to which these regimes work. Looking at the same country while it
transformed from a competitive into a hegemonic authoritarian regime, allows a diachronic
comparison of these two regime types. The book explicates the subtle differences between
competitive and hegemonic regimes, different types of media manipulation strategies, the diverging
extent of media instrumentalization, various interactions among state actors, large business owners,
the media, and journalists, the respective effects that all these factors and interactions have on
media content, and the peculiar types of bias prevalent in each type of regime. This deep exploration
of post-Soviet politics is based on extensive review of documents, interviews with media
professionals, and quantitative as well as qualitative content analyses of news media during two
Russian presidential election campaigns.



  reasons for authoritarian rule: Lsat Explained Prepped Get Prepped, 2005-07 The Next 10
Actual, Official LSAT PrepTests contains 10 tests that every LSAT taker should practice with.
Unfortunately, the 10 LSATs does not explain why the wrong answers are wrong, or how to find the
correct answer. But LSAT Explained does. It helps you learn the LSAT and improve your score.
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Authoritarian Regimes in Transition Hans Binnendijk, Peggy
Nalle, Diane B. Bendahmane, 1987
  reasons for authoritarian rule: Democratic Decay and Authoritarian Resurgence Natasha
Lindstaedt, 2021-05-28 Why do democracies fall apart, and what can be done about it? This book
introduces students to the concept and causes of democratic decay in the modern world. Illustrating
the integral link between public commitment to democratic norms and the maintenance of healthy
democracies, it examines the key factors in decaying democracies, including: • Economic inequality;
• Corruption; • Populist and authoritarian discourse; • Declining belief in political institutions and
processes. Drawing on real-world developments, and including international case studies, the book
outlines the extent to which there is a ‘democratic recession’ in contemporary politics and shows
how transnational networks and technology are impacting on this development.
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