research design social science

research design social science is a fundamental framework that guides
researchers in systematically investigating social phenomena. It involves
planning and structuring studies to collect, analyze, and interpret data
relevant to social sciences such as sociology, psychology, anthropology, and
political science. Effective research design ensures that the research
questions are addressed reliably and validly, providing a robust foundation
for drawing meaningful conclusions. This article explores the essential
components, types, and methodologies of research design in social science,
emphasizing the importance of choosing the appropriate design to fit specific
research objectives. Additionally, it highlights common challenges and best
practices to optimize the research process. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview of research design social science, including
its principles, classification, data collection techniques, and ethical
considerations.
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Understanding Research Design in Social Science

Research design in social science refers to the strategic blueprint that
outlines how a study is conducted. It defines the procedures for collecting,
measuring, and analyzing data to answer specific research questions or test
hypotheses. The design serves as a roadmap that ensures the integrity and
rigor of the research process, minimizing biases and errors. Social science
research often deals with complex human behaviors and societal structures,
making a sound research design crucial for producing valid and reliable
findings. This section explores the fundamental concepts and significance of
research design within the social sciences.

Definition and Purpose

At its core, research design is a detailed plan that specifies what data to



collect, from whom, and how. Its primary purpose is to ensure that the
research problem is addressed systematically and efficiently. By carefully
structuring the research process, it helps researchers avoid ambiguity and
provides clarity for data interpretation. The design also facilitates
replicability, allowing other scholars to validate or build upon the study.

Importance in Social Science Research

In social sciences, where variables often cannot be controlled as in natural
sciences, research design plays a pivotal role in managing complexity. It
helps researchers navigate diverse populations, cultural contexts, and
ethical constraints. A well-crafted design improves the credibility of the
results and aids in the generalization of findings to broader populations or
settings.

Types of Research Designs

Research design social science encompasses various types, each suited for
different research aims and questions. These designs can be broadly
categorized into qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches.
Understanding these types enables researchers to select the most appropriate
framework for their specific study.

Qualitative Research Designs

Qualitative designs focus on exploring social phenomena in depth, often
emphasizing understanding the meanings, experiences, and perspectives of
participants. Common qualitative designs include case studies, ethnography,
grounded theory, and phenomenology. These approaches prioritize rich,
descriptive data and typically involve smaller, purposively selected samples.

Quantitative Research Designs

Quantitative designs emphasize measuring variables numerically and testing
hypotheses through statistical analysis. This category includes experimental,
quasi-experimental, and non-experimental (survey and correlational) designs.
Quantitative research often involves larger sample sizes and aims for
objectivity, reliability, and generalizability.

Mixed Methods Research Designs

Mixed methods combine qualitative and quantitative approaches to provide a
comprehensive understanding of research problems. This design leverages the
strengths of both methodologies, integrating numerical data with contextual



insights. Mixed methods research can be sequential, concurrent, or
transformative depending on how the qualitative and quantitative components
are combined.

Key Components of Research Design

The effectiveness of a research design social science depends on several
critical components that collectively ensure the study’s validity and
reliability. These components guide the entire research process, from
formulating questions to analyzing results.

Research Questions and Hypotheses

Clear and focused research questions or hypotheses are the foundation of any
research design. They define the purpose of the study and direct the choice
of methods and analytical techniques. Well-formulated questions help maintain
coherence throughout the research.

Sampling Strategy

Sampling involves selecting a subset of individuals or units from a larger
population to participate in the study. The sampling strategy affects the
generalizability of the findings and can be probability-based (random
sampling) or non-probability-based (convenience, purposive sampling).

Variables and Operational Definitions

Identifying and defining variables is essential to research design. Variables
must be operationalized clearly so that they can be measured or observed
consistently. This clarity supports data collection and analysis.

Data Collection Methods

The choice of data collection techniques directly impacts the quality of the
data. Instruments and procedures should align with the research questions and
design type to ensure accuracy and relevance.

Data Analysis Plan

Specifying how data will be analyzed in advance helps maintain objectivity
and rigor. Whether using qualitative coding methods or quantitative
statistical tests, the analysis plan should correspond with the overall
research design.



Data Collection Methods in Social Science
Research

Data collection is a vital phase in research design social science, involving
the systematic gathering of information to answer research questions. The
methods vary widely depending on the research design and objectives.

Surveys and Questionnaires

Surveys are widely used in quantitative research to gather data from large
samples. Questionnaires are designed to collect standardized information
about attitudes, behaviors, or characteristics. They offer scalability and
ease of analysis.

Interviews

Interviews, both structured and unstructured, are common in qualitative
research. They allow for in-depth exploration of participant perspectives and
can uncover rich, detailed data that surveys may miss.

Observation

Observation involves directly watching and recording behaviors or events as
they occur. This method is valuable in ethnographic studies and naturalistic
settings where participant self-reporting may be limited.

Document and Content Analysis

Analyzing existing documents, texts, or media content can provide insight
into social phenomena without direct interaction with participants. This
method is useful for historical research and media studies.

Focus Groups

Focus groups bring together small groups of participants to discuss topics
guided by a moderator. This method facilitates the collection of diverse
viewpoints and interactive data.

Ethical Considerations in Social Science



Research Design

Ethics are integral to research design social science, ensuring the
protection of participants and integrity of research. Ethical considerations
must be addressed from the planning stage through data collection and
reporting.

Informed Consent

Researchers must obtain voluntary, informed consent from participants,
explaining the study’s purpose, procedures, risks, and benefits. Consent
ensures respect for participant autonomy.

Confidentiality and Anonymity

Protecting the privacy of participants by ensuring data confidentiality and
anonymity is essential. Researchers must implement measures to safeguard
sensitive information.

Minimizing Harm

Research designs should avoid causing physical, psychological, or social harm
to participants. Risk assessment and mitigation strategies are necessary
components of ethical research.

Integrity and Transparency

Maintaining honesty in data collection, analysis, and reporting fosters trust
and credibility. Researchers should avoid fabrication, falsification, and
plagiarism.

Challenges and Best Practices

Designing research in social science presents unique challenges due to the
complexity of human behavior and social contexts. Addressing these challenges
requires methodological rigor and adaptability.

Common Challenges

e Controlling for confounding variables in non-experimental designs

e Ensuring representative sampling in diverse populations



e Dealing with participant bias and social desirability effects
e Balancing ethical concerns with research objectives

e Integrating qualitative and quantitative data effectively in mixed
methods

Best Practices
To overcome these challenges, researchers should:
1. Clearly define research questions and hypotheses.
2. Choose appropriate, validated data collection instruments.
3. Utilize pilot studies to test and refine methods.
4. Apply rigorous sampling techniques.
5. Ensure transparency and document all research procedures.

6. Engage in continuous ethical review and oversight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is research design in social science?

Research design in social science is the framework or blueprint for
conducting a research study. It outlines the methods and procedures for
collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data to answer research questions.

What are the main types of research design used in
social science?

The main types of research design in social science include experimental,
guasi-experimental, descriptive, correlational, and exploratory designs.

How does qualitative research design differ from
quantitative research design in social science?

Qualitative research design focuses on understanding phenomena through
detailed, non-numerical data such as interviews and observations, while
quantitative research design involves numerical data and statistical analysis



to test hypotheses.

What is the importance of a theoretical framework in
social science research design?

A theoretical framework provides a foundation for the research by linking the
study to existing knowledge, guiding the formulation of research questions,
hypotheses, and the interpretation of results.

How can mixed methods research design benefit social
science studies?

Mixed methods research design combines qualitative and quantitative
approaches, allowing researchers to explore complex social phenomena more
comprehensively by triangulating data and validating findings.

What ethical considerations are important in social
science research design?

Ethical considerations include obtaining informed consent, ensuring
confidentiality and anonymity, avoiding harm to participants, and maintaining
honesty and integrity throughout the research process.

How do social scientists ensure validity and
reliability in research design?

Validity is ensured by designing studies that accurately measure what they
intend to, while reliability is maintained by using consistent procedures and
instruments. Techniques include pilot testing, triangulation, and clear
operational definitions.

What role does sampling play in social science
research design?

Sampling determines how participants or cases are selected from a population,
impacting the generalizability and accuracy of the study’s findings. Proper
sampling techniques help reduce bias and improve representativeness.

What is the difference between cross-sectional and
longitudinal research design in social science?

Cross-sectional designs collect data at a single point in time to analyze a
phenomenon, while longitudinal designs involve repeated observations over
time to study changes and developments.



How do social scientists choose an appropriate
research design for their study?

Researchers consider the research questions, objectives, available resources,
ethical considerations, and the nature of the phenomenon being studied to
select the most suitable design.

Additional Resources

1. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches
This book by John W. Creswell offers a comprehensive overview of the three
primary research approaches used in social sciences: qualitative,
quantitative, and mixed methods. It guides readers through the process of
designing research projects, including formulating questions, sampling, data
collection, and analysis. The text is accessible for both beginners and
experienced researchers, making it a foundational resource in research
methodology.

2. Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches

Authored by W. Lawrence Neuman, this book explores a wide array of research
techniques used in social science. It balances theory and practical
application, providing insights into designing studies, collecting data, and
analyzing results. The text emphasizes the importance of ethical
considerations and critical thinking throughout the research process.

3. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research
Gary King, Robert 0. Keohane, and Sidney Verba present a rigorous approach to
qualitative research design in this influential work. The book argues for
systematic methods to achieve scientific inference, blending qualitative
insights with quantitative rigor. It is particularly useful for researchers
aiming to strengthen the validity and reliability of qualitative studies.

4. Case Study Research and Applications: Design and Methods

Robert K. Yin'’s classic text focuses on case study methodology, a popular
approach in social science research. It details the design, data collection,
and analysis strategies specific to case studies, helping researchers conduct
in-depth and contextually rich investigations. This edition includes updated
examples and practical advice for application in various fields.

5. Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive Approach

Joseph A. Maxwell offers a practical guide to designing qualitative research
projects with an emphasis on flexibility and interaction between components.
The book encourages researchers to think critically about the purpose,
questions, and methods tailored to their specific study. It is praised for
its clear explanations and focus on the iterative nature of qualitative
research design.

6. Fundamentals of Social Research Methods: An Applied Approach
By Bruce L. Berg and Howard Lune, this book provides an applied introduction



to social research methods, covering both qualitative and quantitative
techniques. It emphasizes real-world applications, helping students and
researchers understand how to design studies that address social problems
effectively. The text includes numerous examples and exercises to reinforce
learning.

7. Mixed Methodology: Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches

This book by Abbas Tashakkori and Charles Teddlie explores the integration of
qualitative and quantitative research methods within a single study. It
discusses theoretical foundations, design considerations, and practical
challenges of mixed methods research. The text is valuable for social
scientists seeking to leverage the strengths of both approaches.

8. Methods of Social Research

Kenneth D. Bailey'’s book provides a thorough introduction to the techniques
and principles of social research, with a focus on designing studies and
analyzing data. It covers various methodologies, including surveys,
experiments, and ethnography. The book is designed to help researchers make
informed decisions about research design and implementation.

9. Research Methods in Social Science

C. R. Kothari’'s text serves as a foundational resource for students and
researchers in social sciences, offering clear explanations of research
design, sampling, data collection, and analysis. It emphasizes scientific
rigor and the systematic nature of research. The book also addresses
practical issues such as report writing and ethical considerations.
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research design social science: Principles of Methodology Perri 6, Christine Bellamy,
2011-10-17 This book provides a comprehensive, accessible guide to social science methodology. In
so doing, it establishes methodology as distinct from both methods and philosophy. Most existing
textbooks deal with methods, or sound ways of collecting and analysing data to generate findings. In
contrast, this innovative book shows how an understanding of methodology allows us to design
research so that findings can be used to answer interesting research questions and to build and test
theories. Most important things in social research (e.g., beliefs, institutions, interests, practices and
social classes) cannot be observed directly. This book explains how empirical research can
nevertheless be designed to make sound inferences about their nature, effects and significance. The
authors examine what counts as good description, explanation and interpretation, and how they can
be achieved by striking intelligent trade-offs between competing design virtues. Coverage includes:
* why methodology matters; * what philosophical arguments show us about inference; * competing
virtues of good research design; ¢ purposes of theory, models and frameworks; ¢ forming
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researchable concepts and typologies; ¢ explaining and interpreting: inferring causation, meaning
and significance; and * combining explanation and interpretation. The book is essential reading for
new researchers faced with the practical challenge of designing research. Extensive examples and
exercises are provided, based on the authors’ long experience of teaching methodology to
multi-disciplinary groups. Perri 6 is Professor of Social Policy in the Graduate School in the College
of Business, Law and Social Sciences at Nottingham Trent University. Chris Bellamy is Emeritus
Professor of Public Administration in the Graduate School, Nottingham Trent University.

research design social science: Designing Social Science Research Oddbjgrn Bukve,
2019-01-17 This book presents different research designs, their respective purposes and merits as
well as their underlying assumptions. Research designs are characterised by a certain combination
of knowledge aims and strategies for data production. An adequate design is the key to carrying out
a successful research project. Nevertheless, the literature on design is scarce, compared to the
literature on methods. This book clarifies the basic distinction between variable-oriented designs
and case designs, and proceeds to integrated, comparative and intervention-oriented designs. A
step-by-step guide to the design process and the choices to make is also included. The book's clear
style makes it an excellent guide for master students and PhD students doing their first research
exercises, while it is also useful for more experienced researchers who want to broaden their design
repertoire and keep up to recent innovations in the field of research design.

research design social science: Research Design in Social Research David de Vaus,
2001-02-16 “With this book David de Vaus has written one of the best general research methods
textbooks around. The use of different types of research design as the point of departure is a
different and very helpful approach to take, especially since many textbooks confuse issues of
method and design. The author outlines with great clarity a wide variety of issues, including testing
theories, causation, data analysis, and the main considerations involved in using the different
research designs covered. Both students and their instructors will find this an extremely valuable,
well-written book’ - Professor Alan Bryman, University of Loughborough *A wonderful opportunity
for research design students and practitioners to think more about the planning and process of
research design’ - Forum for Qualitative Social Research This book is intended to show social science
students the importance of attending to design issues when undertaking social research. One of the
main problems in doing practical research is that design and structure are inappropriate for the uses
of research. They often do not support the conclusions that are drawn from it. Several research
methods books focus on data collection strategy and statistical analysis. While these issues are
pertinent, this book argues that the core of research methods is the structure and design of the
research. The book: - provides students with a clear understanding of the importance of research
design and its place in the research process. - describes the main types of research designs in social
research. - explains the logic and purposes of design to enable students to evaluate particular
research strategies - equips students with the design skills to operate in real world research
situations The book is divided into five parts. Part One explores issues about types of research,
research concepts, research questions, causality and basic issues in the design process. The
remaining four parts focus on different types of research design. Experimental, longitudinal,
cross-sectional and case-study methods are clearly and systematically examined, and their strengths
and weaknesses are described. The result is a one-stop critical guide to design in social research
that students and researchers will find invaluable.

research design social science: Designing Research in the Social Sciences Martino Maggetti,
Claudio Radaelli, Fabrizio Gilardi, 2012-12-18 This innovative research design text will help you
make informed choices when carrying out your research project. Covering both qualitative and
quantitative approaches, and with examples drawn from a wide range of social science disciplines,
the authors explain what is at stake when choosing a research design, and discuss the trade-offs that
researchers have to make when considering issues such as: - causality - categories and classification
- heterogeneity - interdependence - time This book will appeal to students and researchers looking
for an in-depth understanding of research design issues to help them design their projects in a




thoughtful and responsible way.

research design social science: Research Design Keith Stribley, 2017-09-29 Research Design:
The Logic of Social Inquiry is a collection of critical writings on different aspects of social research.
They have been carefully selected for the variety of approaches they display in relation to three
broad styles of research: experimental, survey, and ethnographic. All are classic contributions to the
development of methodology and excellent expositions of particular procedures.The book is
organized in sections that detail the methods of a typical experimental research program design,
data collection, and data analysis. These five sections include The Language of Social Research,
Research Design, Data Collection, Measurement, and Data Analysis and Report. Each is preceded by
an introduction stressing the unique strengths of the different viewpoints represented and
reconciling them in one coherent approach to research.The volume includes displays of philosophical
underpinnings of different methodological styles and important issues in research design. Data
collection methods, particularly the problem of systematic bias in the data collected, and ways in
which researchers may attempt to reduce it, are discussed. There is also a discussion on
measurement in which the central issues of reliability, validity, and scale construction are detailed.
This kind of synthesis, between such diverse schools of research as the experimentalists and the
ethnographers, is of particular concern to social researchers. The book will be of great value to
planners and researchers in local government and education departments and to all others engaged
in social science or educational research.

research design social science: Research Design in Social Data Science Taha Yasseri, 2017
Utilizing big data is becoming increasingly important in social research, but it brings an array of
ethical challenges and research design elements to consider. On this course, you'll gain an
understanding of the emerging field of social data science and take your first steps into the big
data-driven approach to research, learning from recent examples of social data science publications
and projects. By the end of this course you will be able to: Understand the relationship between
empirical research, theory generation and testing Define and formulate research problems,
questions and hypotheses to be tested Understand the rationale for using qualitative or quantitative
research methods and the integrated or complementary nature between different methods in mixed
methods research designs Understand different forms of sampling, sampling error, and case
selection, and their potential implications when interpreting findings Apply concepts of
generalisability, validity, reliability, and replicability Understand ethical aspects of social data
science and how to cope with them.

research design social science: Social Research Design Ernest Krausz, Stephen Henry Miller,
1974

research design social science: Designing Social Research lan Greener, 2011-04-13 Designing
Social Research aims to guide students and new researchers using everyday non-jargonised
language through the jungle of setting up their own research study. Ian Greener provides readers an
accessible combination of guidance on how to practically plan one’s research and understand the
underpinning methodological principles that should inform the decisions we make about the
methods we plan to use. This is the perfect starter book for anyone looking to design their own
research project and make sense of and justify the many decisions that go into the research design
process. The goal throughout is to enable students and researchers to assess the appropriateness of
a range of methods and to get understanding of the strengths and limitations of different approaches
to research. Greener highlights key debates in the field - both philosophical and practical - and
presents them in such a way that they remain constantly relevant to research practice of his readers.
Coverage includes: - Framing an effective research question/problem; - Examining the jargon of
social research; - The links between theory, methodology and method; - The role of literature
reviewing in research design; - Managing and planning the research process; - Sampling; -
Qualitative designs; - Quantitative designs; - Mixed methods designs; - Data analysis. Designing
Social Research will be ideal first reading for M-level students and undergraduates planning
significant research projects for their dissertations. It will also be invaluable to first year PhD




students considering how they will go about their research projects.

research design social science: Social Research Methods H. Russell Bernard, 2013 Bernard
does an excellent job of not only showing how to practice research, but also provides a detailed
discussion of broader historical and philosophical contexts that are important for understanding
research.

research design social science: Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design John W. Creswell,
Cheryl N. Poth, 2016-12-19 In the revised Fourth Edition of the best-selling text, John W. Creswell
and new co-author Cheryl N. Poth explore the philosophical underpinnings, history, and key
elements of five qualitative inquiry approaches: narrative research, phenomenology, grounded
theory, ethnography, and case study. Preserving Creswell's signature writing style, the authors
compare the approaches and relate research designs to each of the traditions of inquiry in a highly
accessible manner. Featuring new content, articles, pedagogy, references, and expanded coverage
of ethics throughout, the Fourth Edition is an ideal introduction to the theories, strategies, and
practices of qualitative inquiry.

research design social science: Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 2003 With over 90,000
copies sold of the previous editions the new Third Edition of the best-selling Case Study Research
has been carefully revised, updated, and expanded while retaining virtually all of the features and
coverage of the second edition. Robert Yin's comprehensive presentation covers all aspects of the
case study method - from problem definition, design, and data collection, to data analysis and
composition and reporting. Yin also traces the uses and importance of case studies to a wide range
of disciplines, from sociology, psychology and history to management, planning, social work, and
education. New to the Third Edition are: additional examples of case study research; discussions of
developments in related methods, including randomized field trials and computer-assisted coding
techniques; added coverage of the strengths of multiple-case studies, case study screening, and the
case study as a part of larger multi-method studies, and five major analytic techniques, including the
use of logic models to guide analysis. This edition also includes references to examples of actual case
studies in the companion volume Applications of Case Study Research, Second Edition (Sage, 2003).

research design social science: Principles of Research Design in the Social Sciences
Frank Bechhofer, Lindsay Paterson, 2012-12-06 This practical introduction for first time researchers
provides a bridge between how to conduct research and the philosophy of social science, allowing
students to relate what they are doing to why. It does not provide a set of rigid recipes for social
scientists as many methodology books do, rather it stimulates students to think about the issues
involved when deciding upon their research design. By discussing standard approaches to research
design and method in various social science disciplines, the authors illustrate why particular designs
have traditionally predominated in certain areas of study. But whilst they acknowledge the strengths
of these standard approaches, their emphasis is on helping researchers find the most effective
solution to their problem by encouraging them, through this familiarity with the principles of various
approaches, to innovate where appropriate. This text will prove indispensable for social science
students of all levels embarking upon a research project, and for experienced researchers looking
for a fresh perspective on their object of study.

research design social science: When to Use What Research Design W. Paul Vogt, Dianne
C. Gardner, Lynne M. Haeffele, 2012-02-20 Systematic, practical, and accessible, this is the first
book to focus on finding the most defensible design for a particular research question. Thoughtful
guidelines are provided for weighing the advantages and disadvantages of various methods,
including qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods designs. The book can be read sequentially or
readers can dip into chapters on specific stages of research (basic design choices, selecting and
sampling participants, addressing ethical issues) or data collection methods (surveys, interviews,
experiments, observations, archival studies, and combined methods). Many chapter headings and
subheadings are written as questions, helping readers quickly find the answers they need to make
informed choices that will affect the later analysis and interpretation of their data. Useful features
include: *Easy-to-navigate part and chapter structure. *Engaging research examples from a variety



of fields. *End-of-chapter tables that summarize the main points covered. *Detailed suggestions for
further reading at the end of each chapter. *Integration of data collection, sampling, and research
ethics in one volume. *Comprehensive glossary.

research design social science: Principles of Research Design in the Social Sciences Frank
Bechhofer, Lindsay Paterson, 2000 A stimulating book for social scientists considering the issues
involved when deciding upon their research design.

research design social science: Handbook of Research Design and Social Measurement
Delbert Charles Miller, 1977 If a student researcher had only one handbook on their bookshelf,
Miller and Salkind's Handbook would certainly have to be it. With the updated material, the addition
of the section on ethical issues (which is so well done that I'm recommending it to the departmental
representative to the university IRB), and a new Part 4 on Qualitative Methods, the new Handbook is
an indispensable resource for researchers. Dan Cover, Department of Sociology, Furman University
The book considered a necessity by many social science researchers and their students has been
revised and updated while retaining the features that made it so useful. The emphasis in this new
edition is on the tools with which graduate students and more advanced researchers need to become
familiar as well as be able to use in order to conduct high quality research.

research design social science: Principles of Research Design in the Social Sciences Frank
Bechhofer, Lindsay Paterson, 2000 A stimulating book for social scientists considering the issues
involved when deciding upon their research design.

research design social science: Exploratory Research in the Social Sciences Robert A.
Stebbins, 2001-05-14 Guided by the precept that to understand any phenomenon well, it is necessary
to start by looking at it in broad, nonspecialized terms, Robert A Stebbins takes the reader through
the process of exploratory research in an easy-to-read style providing the student or researcher with
a complete reference for carrying out this type of research.

research design social science: Social Science Research Methods Bruce A. Chadwick,
Howard M. Bahr, Stan L. Albrecht, 1984

research design social science: Handbook of Research Design and Social Measurement
Delbert C. Miller, 1991-07-05 Includes bibliographical references and index.

research design social science: Research Design Stephen Gorard, 2013-02-01 Research
design is of critical importance in social research, despite its relative neglect in many methods
resources. Early consideration of design in relation to research questions leads to the elimination or
diminution of threats to eventual research claims, by encouraging internal validity and substantially
reducing the number of alternative explanations for any finite number of research ‘observations’.
This new book: discusses the nature of design; gives an introduction to design notation; offers a
flexible approach to new designs; looks at a range of standard design models; and presents craft tips
for real-life problems and compromises. Most importantly, it provides the rationale for preferring
one design over another within any given context. Each section is illustrated with case studies of
real work and concludes with suggested readings and topics for discussion in seminars and
workshops, making it an ideal textbook for postgraduate research methods courses. Based on the
author’s teaching on the ESRC Doctoral Training Centre Masters in Research Methods at the
University of Birmingham, and his ongoing work for the ESRC Researcher Development Initiative,
this is an essential text for postgraduate researchers and academics. There is no book like Research
Design on the market that addresses all of these issues in an easy to comprehend style, for those
who want to design research and make critical judgements about the designs of others.
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