
rock hudson doris day slap
rock hudson doris day slap is a phrase that captures a memorable moment in classic Hollywood
cinema, reflecting the dynamic and sometimes surprising interactions between two of the era’s most
beloved stars. Rock Hudson and Doris Day were iconic figures of the 1950s and 1960s, known for
their charming performances in romantic comedies and dramas. The "slap" incident, whether literal
or metaphorical, has intrigued fans and film historians alike, illustrating the chemistry and on-screen
tension that made their collaborations memorable. This article explores the context of their work
together, the significance of the slap moment, and the enduring legacy of their partnership in
Hollywood history. Detailed analysis of their careers, filmography, and public personas provide
insight into how this moment fits within the broader landscape of classic American cinema.
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The Background of Rock Hudson and Doris Day
Rock Hudson and Doris Day were two of the most prominent actors in mid-20th century Hollywood,
each with a distinct persona and an impressive body of work. Hudson was known for his strong
leading man presence and charismatic screen persona, while Day was celebrated for her girl-next-
door charm, impeccable comedic timing, and singing ability. Both actors became synonymous with
the romantic comedy genre, often starring opposite each other in films that highlighted their
contrasting yet complementary qualities.

Rock Hudson’s Career Highlights
Rock Hudson’s rise to fame began in the late 1940s, reaching its peak in the 1950s and ‘60s with a
series of successful films. His tall stature, good looks, and suave demeanor made him a favorite for
romantic leads and dramatic roles alike. Significant films in his career include Pillow Talk, Giant,
and Lover Come Back. Hudson’s ability to portray both charming and complex characters
contributed greatly to his popularity and legacy.

Doris Day’s Career Highlights
Doris Day’s career spanned music and film, with a particularly strong presence in romantic
comedies and musicals. Known for her warm voice and wholesome image, she starred in numerous



box-office hits such as Calamity Jane, Move Over, Darling, and Pillow Talk, where she famously
paired with Rock Hudson. Day’s appeal lay in her relatable, spirited performances and her ability to
blend humor with vulnerability.

The Iconic Slap Scene: Context and Impact
The phrase “rock hudson doris day slap” often refers to a specific moment in their on-screen
collaborations, where a slap, either literal or figurative, became a symbol of their dynamic
interaction. This scene exemplifies the playful tension and comedic elements that characterized their
films, especially in Pillow Talk (1959). The slap serves as a narrative device to heighten conflict,
create humor, and ultimately deepen the chemistry between the characters.

Details of the Slap Scene
In the film Pillow Talk, Hudson and Day’s characters engage in a series of witty exchanges and
escalating misunderstandings. The slap scene occurs during a heated argument, where Day’s
character asserts her independence and challenges Hudson’s character’s charm and arrogance. This
moment balances humor with a touch of assertiveness, highlighting Day’s strong female role and
Hudson’s suave but sometimes vulnerable persona.

Audience and Critical Reception
The slap scene was well-received by audiences and critics for its comedic timing and the way it
encapsulated the gender dynamics of the era. It showcased Doris Day’s ability to hold her own
against a dominant male lead and contributed to the film’s success as a romantic comedy. The scene
remains a memorable highlight and is often cited in discussions about their chemistry and the film’s
enduring popularity.

The Professional Relationship and Chemistry
Rock Hudson and Doris Day’s professional relationship was characterized by mutual respect and a
shared commitment to their craft. Their on-screen chemistry was a key factor in the success of their
joint projects, creating a believable and engaging romantic tension that audiences adored. The slap
incident, whether on-screen or in anecdotal references, symbolizes the dynamic interplay between
their characters and the actors themselves.

Collaborations and Filmography
Hudson and Day starred together in three major films:

Pillow Talk (1959): Their first and most famous collaboration, blending romance and comedy.

Lover Come Back (1961): Another romantic comedy emphasizing mistaken identities and
witty banter.



Send Me No Flowers (1964): A comedy about misunderstandings in marriage and friendship.

Each film showcased different facets of their chemistry, with the slap scene being a standout
moment in Pillow Talk.

Off-Screen Relationship
While their on-screen personas suggested a close partnership, Hudson and Day maintained a
professional distance off-camera. Both were known for their professionalism and focus, which
contributed to the seamless performances audiences enjoyed. Their respect for each other’s talents
was evident in interviews and public appearances.

Legacy and Cultural Impact of Their Collaborations
The collaborations between Rock Hudson and Doris Day left an indelible mark on Hollywood’s
golden age. Their films are celebrated for their humor, charm, and the nuanced portrayal of
romantic relationships during a time of evolving social norms. The slap scene, emblematic of their
work together, highlights changing attitudes toward gender roles and the balance of power within
romantic comedies.

Influence on Romantic Comedy Genre
Their films helped establish many conventions of the romantic comedy genre, such as the battle-of-
the-sexes trope, misunderstandings leading to romance, and the balance of humor with heartfelt
moments. The slap scene is an example of how physical comedy was used to express character
dynamics and emotional development.

Enduring Popularity and Modern References
Decades after their releases, the films featuring Rock Hudson and Doris Day continue to be
celebrated by classic film enthusiasts and new audiences alike. The slap scene is often referenced in
retrospectives on classic Hollywood or cited as a defining moment of their on-screen partnership.
Their work together remains a benchmark for romantic comedy chemistry.

Other Memorable Moments Between Rock Hudson and
Doris Day
Beyond the famous slap scene, Rock Hudson and Doris Day shared numerous other memorable
moments that have contributed to their legacy. Their playful banter, musical numbers, and moments
of vulnerability combined to create films that were both entertaining and emotionally resonant.



Notable Scenes and Interactions

Musical duets and performances showcasing Doris Day’s vocal talent and Hudson’s charm.

Witty verbal exchanges that highlighted the sharp writing and their comedic timing.

Scenes emphasizing mutual respect and the gradual softening of initially antagonistic
characters.

Impact on Audience Perception
Their ability to portray complex romantic relationships with humor and heart helped shape audience
expectations for love stories in cinema. Fans admired their characters’ growth, the balance of power
in their interactions, and the authentic chemistry that made their performances stand out. The slap
scene remains a symbol of that dynamic interplay, illustrating the blend of conflict and affection that
defined their collaborations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What happened during the Rock Hudson and Doris Day slap
incident?
During the filming of a scene, Doris Day slapped Rock Hudson as part of the scripted action. The
moment became notable due to the actors' off-screen friendship and the intensity of the scene.

In which movie did Rock Hudson get slapped by Doris Day?
The slap occurred in the movie 'Pillow Talk' (1959), a romantic comedy starring Rock Hudson and
Doris Day.

Was the slap between Rock Hudson and Doris Day real or
staged?
The slap was staged as part of the scripted scene in the film. Both actors were professionals and
performed the scene safely and convincingly.

Why is the Rock Hudson and Doris Day slap scene famous?
The slap scene is famous because it showcased the chemistry and comedic timing between two of
Hollywood's biggest stars, Rock Hudson and Doris Day, making it a memorable moment in classic
cinema.



Did Rock Hudson have any reaction to being slapped by Doris
Day on set?
Rock Hudson reportedly took the slap in good spirit, understanding it was part of the scene, and
there are anecdotes about the friendly and professional environment on set.

How did audiences react to the slap scene between Rock
Hudson and Doris Day?
Audiences found the slap scene humorous and charming, contributing to the film's success and the
popularity of the duo's on-screen partnership.

Are there any behind-the-scenes stories about the slap
between Rock Hudson and Doris Day?
Behind the scenes, both actors were known for their professionalism and camaraderie, and the slap
was performed carefully to ensure safety while maintaining comedic effect.

Did the slap scene affect the relationship between Rock
Hudson and Doris Day?
No, the slap scene did not affect their off-screen relationship; both maintained a strong friendship
throughout their careers.

Is the Rock Hudson and Doris Day slap scene referenced in
popular culture?
Yes, the slap scene has been referenced and parodied in various media as a classic example of
comedic slapstick in romantic comedies of the 1950s and 1960s.

Additional Resources
1. Rock Hudson and Doris Day: Hollywood's Most Charming Duo
This book delves into the captivating on-screen chemistry and off-screen friendship between Rock
Hudson and Doris Day. It explores their numerous collaborations, highlighting how their charm and
talent made them iconic figures in classic Hollywood cinema. The narrative also touches on their
personal lives and enduring legacies.

2. The Art of the Slap: Comedy in Classic Hollywood
Focusing on the comedic slap scenes that defined many classic films, this book examines the
physical humor used by stars like Rock Hudson and Doris Day. It analyzes how slapstick moments
were choreographed to maximize laughter without harm, contributing to the timeless appeal of their
movies. The book includes behind-the-scenes anecdotes and film critiques.

3. Behind the Scenes: Rock Hudson, Doris Day, and the Golden Age of Comedy
This title provides an insider’s look into the making of famous comedies starring Rock Hudson and



Doris Day. It covers anecdotes from directors, co-stars, and crew members, revealing the dynamics
on set, including memorable slap scenes that delighted audiences. The book also considers the
cultural impact of their work during Hollywood’s golden era.

4. Love, Laughter, and Slaps: The Story of Rock Hudson and Doris Day
Exploring the blend of romance and humor in Hudson and Day’s films, this book highlights how
slapstick comedy was a key element in their storytelling. It discusses their unique ability to balance
tender moments with comedic timing, creating unforgettable cinematic experiences. The narrative
also reflects on their personal rapport that translated into their performances.

5. Hollywood Slapstick: From Silent Films to Rock Hudson and Doris Day
Tracing the evolution of slapstick comedy, this book situates Hudson and Day within a larger
tradition of physical humor in film. It explores how their slap scenes were both a nod to classic
slapstick and a fresh take that resonated with mid-20th century audiences. The book includes film
stills and script excerpts illustrating iconic moments.

6. Rock Hudson & Doris Day: The Chemistry of Comedy and Romance
This work analyzes the dynamic pairing of Hudson and Day, focusing on their comedic timing and
romantic interplay. It emphasizes how their slap scenes were not just for laughs but also served to
develop character relationships and advance plotlines. The book offers a detailed study of their most
popular films and their enduring fan appeal.

7. Slapstick and Stardom: Rock Hudson, Doris Day, and Classic Film Comedy
Focusing on the role of physical comedy in the careers of Hudson and Day, this book highlights how
slap scenes contributed to their star personas. It discusses the cultural context of slapstick humor
and its reception by audiences during the 1950s and 1960s. The book also features interviews with
film historians and critics.

8. The Slap Heard Around Hollywood: Iconic Moments with Rock Hudson and Doris Day
This collection of essays and photo essays showcases some of the most memorable slap moments
involving Hudson and Day. It explores the significance of these scenes in their films and their impact
on popular culture. The book also reflects on the actors’ skills in blending physical comedy with
emotional depth.

9. Classic Hollywood Duos: Rock Hudson, Doris Day, and the Power of Playful Conflict
Examining the theme of playful conflict in classic Hollywood pairings, this book spotlights Hudson
and Day as a prime example. It investigates how slap scenes functioned as a form of flirtation and
narrative tension in their movies. The book provides a broader understanding of gender dynamics
and humor in mid-century cinema.
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proven method for happier kids, more involved dads, and less stressed-out moms after
divorce—50/50 custody It's hard for everyone when parents split up—but the end of living together
doesn't need to mean the end of a functional family. Part of the reason divorces are so traumatic for
the kids involved is because of our child custody system, which truly sets everyone up for failure.
Throughout the country, the default arrangement is for Mom to get majority time with the kids (and
most of the responsibility of caring for them), for Dad to become an occasional visitor (and perhaps
saddled with massive child support payments), and for the kids to lose the stability, structure and
confidence of knowing they have two equally committed, loving parents. But it doesn't have to be
this way! In The 50/50 Solution, creator of the Wealthy Single Mommy community Emma Johnson
showcases the robust research proving that, in the vast majority of cases, equal timesharing is the
best outcome for everyone in a family where the adults no longer live together. The 50/50 Solution
will show you that equal parenting time leads to: Better physical, emotional, and mental health for
children of divorce Higher career earnings for single mothers Fathers who are more engaged and
whose rights as parents are preserved Far less parental and legal conflict A progressive,
forward-thinking cultural norm that promotes gender and racial equality for all families, regardless
of their configuration A few states have already adopted 50/50 custody as the default arrangement,
and several more are poised to follow. Equal parenting time is the custody framework of the future,
and The 50/50 Solution shows readers how it helps our families and communities thrive.
  rock hudson doris day slap: TLA Film, Video, & DVD Guide, 2002–2003 David Bleiler,
2025-09-23 The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide 2002-2003 is the absolutely indispensible guide for
the true lover of cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding much of
the made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more comprehensive
coverage of the films the reader may actually want to rent and see. The guide includes: * Reviews of
more than 10,000 films * Four detailed indexes - by star, director, theme, genre, and country of
origin * More than 450 photos throughout * A listing of all the major film awards, TLA Bests and
recommended films * A comprehensive selection of cinema from over 50 countries From one of the
finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the latest edition of one of the most
respected film, video, and DVD guides. The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide is perfect for anyone
whose tastes range from All About My Mother to Fight Club; from This Is Spinal Tap to Ma Vie en
Rose.
  rock hudson doris day slap: The Misanthrope's Guide to Life Meghan Rowland, Chris
Turner-Neal, 2011-08-18 Misanthrope, n.: 1.) One who hates mankind; a curmudgeon; a loner; 2.)
The guy in your office who responded to your e-mail of baby photos with D-. Passing, but not college
material; 3.) A Realist From The Misanthrope's Guide to Life In this guide, you'll learn how to get
away from the pain-in-the-asses who make you seriously consider investing in a fallout shelter and
making it your new home. You'll take isolated comfort in these survival strategies, including how to:
Conduct managed incoherence to get the delivery boy from the lobby to your door Take a French
leave in order to eat alone at work Get ousted from your kickball league by dressing as Magnum, P.I.
for every game Get back at the jerk yapping on his cell phone by reciting the lyrics to Harry Chapin's
version of Cat's in the Cradle End a conversation by Gwynething (also known as playing the I'm
delightfully foreign act) someone to death This is the survival guide you will be annoyed not to have.
  rock hudson doris day slap: QUIZSHEETS Graham Redman, 2013-11 These sheets should be
useful to anybody who writes pub quizzes or a quiz for a charity fund-raising event, or they can be
used as a bank of questions, or even just to challenge yourself. They are designed to be photocopied
as a written quiz and hence they have spaces for the answers and team names. There are 80 sheets
with an average of about 25 questions on each, that's over 2000 questions. They are called 'Half
Time Quiz' because you can use them for the written part of the quiz which is usually handed in at
'half time' or the interval for marking. This is the part of the quiz that can take much longer to
compile.
  rock hudson doris day slap: Owl Island Randy Sue Coburn, 2007 A single mother's life is
turned upside down when the man she loved years earlier moves back to the community.



  rock hudson doris day slap: TLA Video & DVD Guide 2005 David Bleiler, 2004-10 This 2005
edition of the annual critical guide that focuses on independent and international films as well as the
best in the mainstream contains reviews for more than 10,000 films, more than 300 photos, a
comprehensive selection of cinema from more than 50 countries, and much more.
  rock hudson doris day slap: A History of Advertising Jef I Richards, 2022-05-15 Advertising
has always been a uniquely influential social force. It affects what we buy, what we believe, who we
elect, and so much more. We tend to know histories of other massive social forces, but even people
working in advertising often have a tenuous grasp of their field's background. This book slices
advertising's history into a smörgåsbord of specific topics like advertising to children, political
advertising, people's names as advertisements, 3D advertising, programmatic buying, and so much
more, offering a synopsis of how each developed and the role it played in this discipline. In doing so,
many firsts are identified, such as the first full-page color magazine advertisement, and the first
point-of-purchase advertisement. This book also reaches back farther in search of the earliest
advertisements, and it tells the story of the variety of techniques used by our ancestors to promote
their products and ideas. Part textbook, part reference, the book is an advertising museum in
portable form suitable for all levels of students, scholars, and arm-chair enthusiasts. (Please note
that the hardback and eBook formats of this book feature full-color printing. The paperback is
grayscale.)
  rock hudson doris day slap: Seen That, Now What? Andrea Shaw, 1996-04-09 This
revolutionary reference offers viewers a variety of ways to hone in on the right choice for an
evening's entertainment. Going beyond the broad categories (Action, Comedy, Drama, etc.) found in
most guides, this book features small groups of films arranged according to specific categories as
historical swashbucklers, screwball comedies, and Busby Berkeley musicals. Shaw eschews the
standard star rating system to focus on more telling criteria.
  rock hudson doris day slap: TLA Video & DVD Guide 2004 David Bleiler, 2003-10-24 This is
the absolutely indispensable guide to worthwhile cinema. It includes over 10,000 entries on the best
of film and video that a real film lover might actually want to see.
  rock hudson doris day slap: Be cool Elmore Leonard, 2023-04-07 Den tidligere lånehaj Chili
Palmer, som vi mødte i Elmore Leonards bestseller Get Shorty, er blevet et stort navn inden for
filmindustrien i Hollywood. Chili er imidlertid ved at blive rastløs og mangler noget nyt og
uforudsigeligt at kaste sig ud i. Det får han, da han ser den russiske mafia myrde hans ven Tommy,
som ejer et konkurstruet pladeselskab. Efter mordet tilbyder Chili at hjælpe Tommys enke med at
redde det skrantende pladeselskab, og hun får brug for al hans hjælp, da selskabets kreditor
pludselig kræver 300.000 dollars tilbagebetalt. Chili får en god idé til, hvordan han kan skaffe
pengene i en fart, men der er folk, der vil gå langt for at forhindre, at pladeselskabet bliver reddet.
Da den russiske mafia sender en lejemorder efter Chili, begynder historien for alvor at blive
indviklet. Be cool er bogen bag den populære film af samme navn, der har John Travolta, Uma
Thruman og Danny DeVito i hovedrollerne. Elmore Leonard (1925-2013) var en amerikansk forfatter,
der skrev en lang række populære krimier og spændingsromaner. Hans romaner er blevet oversat til
mange sprog og har solgt mange millioner eksemplarer verden over. Elmore Leonard står desuden
bag en lang række filmmanuskripter, og flere af hans værker er blevet filmatiseret af
stjerneinstruktører som Quentin Tarantino og Danny DeVito.
  rock hudson doris day slap: The Cinema Book Bloomsbury Publishing, 2019-07-25 The
Cinema Book is widely recognised as the ultimate guide to cinema. Authoritative and
comprehensive, the third edition has been extensively revised, updated and expanded in response to
developments in cinema and cinema studies. Lavishly illustrated in colour, this edition features a
wealth of exciting new sections and in-depth case studies. Sections address Hollywood and other
World cinema histories, key genres in both fiction and non-fiction film, issues such as stars,
technology and authorship, and major theoretical approaches to understanding film.
  rock hudson doris day slap: Post-traumatic Chantal V. Johnson, 2022-04-05 In this “deeply
original” (Elif Batuman) and “violently funny” (Myriam Gurba) story, a young lawyer finally confronts



her dark past so she can live in a more peaceful future. To the outside observer, Vivian is a success
story—a dedicated lawyer who advocates for mentally ill patients at a New York City psychiatric
hospital. Privately, Vivian contends with the memories and aftereffects of her bad
childhood—compounded by the everyday stresses of being a Black Latinx woman in America. She
lives in a constant state of hypervigilant awareness that makes even a simple subway ride into a
heart-pounding drama. For years, Vivian has self-medicated with a mix of dating, dieting, dark
humor and smoking weed with her BFF, Jane. But after a family reunion prompts Vivian to take a
bold step, she finds herself alone in new and terrifying ways, without even Jane to confide in, and
she starts to unravel. Will she find a way to repair what matters most to her? A debut from a
stunning talent, Post-traumatic is a new kind of survivor narrative, featuring a complex heroine who
is blazingly, indelibly alive. With razor-sharp prose and mordant wit, Chantal V. Johnson performs an
extraordinary feat, delivering a psychologically astute story about the aftermath of trauma that
somehow manages to brim with warmth, laughter, and hope.
  rock hudson doris day slap: Illustrated Weekly of Pakistan , 1962
  rock hudson doris day slap: The Concise New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English Tom Dalzell, Terry Victor, 2014-11-27 The Concise New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English presents all the slang terms from The New
Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English in a single volume. Containing over
60,000 entries, this concise new edition of the authoritative work details the slang and
unconventional English of from around the English-speaking world since 1945, and through the first
decade of the new millennium, with the same thorough, intense, and lively scholarship that
characterized Partridge’s own work. Unique, exciting and, at times, hilariously shocking, key
features include: unprecedented coverage of World English, with equal prominence given to
American and British English slang, and entries included from Australia, New Zealand, Canada,
India, South Africa, Ireland, and the Caribbean emphasis on post-World War II slang and
unconventional English dating information for each headword in the tradition of Partridge,
commentary on the term’s origins and meaning. New to this second edition: a new preface noting
slang trends of the last eight years over 1,000 new entries from the US, UK and Australia, reflecting
important developments in language and culture new terms from the language of social networking
from a range of digital communities including texting, blogs, Facebook, Twitter and online forums
many entries now revised to include new dating and new glosses, ensuring maximum accuracy of
content. The Concise New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is a spectacular
resource infused with humour and learning – it’s rude, it’s delightful, and it’s a prize for anyone with
a love of language.
  rock hudson doris day slap: McCall's , 1976-04
  rock hudson doris day slap: New York , 1999-04
  rock hudson doris day slap: At Last Barbara Bretton, 2000 Years after being separated on the
eve of their wedding, childhood sweethearts Noah Chase and Gracie Taylor return to Idle Point,
Maine, where they struggle to discover if a reawakened love can overcome the sorrows, secrets, and
betrayals of the past.
  rock hudson doris day slap: Leonard Maltin's 2010 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin, 2009 More
than 10,000 DVD and 14,000 Video listings! 'I recommend Leonard Maltin's Guide, which has
become standard.' - Roger Ebert's Video Companion NEW More than 17,000 capsule movie reviews,
with more than 300 new entries NEW Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and
renting DVDs and videos NEW Newly update index of leading performers and an index of leading
directors MORE Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 MORE Old and new theatrical
and video releases rated **** to BOMB MORE Exact running times - an invaluable guide for
recording and for discovering which movies have been edited MORE Reviews of little-known
sleepers, foreign films, rarities, and camp classics AND Leonard's ten new must-see movie lists
  rock hudson doris day slap: New York Magazine , 1982-02-01 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as



the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  rock hudson doris day slap: Touring Artists Directory , 1992
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Yet, at the beginning of the 21st century, rock and the
Rock - 1960s, British Invasion, Psychedelic | Britannica In Britain, as in the rest of Europe,
rock and roll had an immediate youth appeal—each country soon had its own Elvis Presley—but it
made little impact on national music media, as
rock music summary | Britannica Though rock has used a wide variety of instruments, its basic
elements are one or several vocalists, heavily amplified electric guitars (including bass, rhythm, and
lead), and drums
Rock - 80s, 90s, Pop | Britannica Rock - 80s, 90s, Pop: The music industry was rescued from its
economic crisis by the development in the 1980s of a new technology, digital recording. Vinyl
records were replaced
Sedimentary rock | Definition, Formation, Examples,   Sedimentary rock, rock formed at or
near Earth’s surface by the accumulation and lithification of sediment or by the precipitation from
solution at normal surface temperatures
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