ruby bridges norman rockwell

ruby bridges norman rockwell represents a significant intersection of American history, civil rights, and
iconic art. Ruby Bridges, a pioneering figure in the desegregation of American schools, became a symbol of
courage and change during the Civil Rights Movement. Norman Rockwell, a celebrated American
illustrator, captured the essence of this historic moment in his famous painting "The Problem We All Live
With." This article explores the profound connection between Ruby Bridges and Norman Rockwell,
examining the historical context, the artwork’s impact, and its continuing relevance. By understanding
how Rockwell's portrayal immortalized Ruby Bridges' bravery, readers gain insight into the power of art
in social progress. The following sections delve into Ruby Bridges' story, Norman Rockwell’s artistic

legacy, and the significance of their combined influence on American culture.

Ruby Bridges: A Pioneer in School Desegregation

Norman Rockwell: An Iconic American Illustrator

The Painting: "The Problem We All Live With"

Historical and Cultural Impact

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Ruby Bridges: A Pioneer in School Desegregation

Early Life and Background

Ruby Bridges was born in 1954 in Tylertown, Mississippi, and later moved to New Orleans, Louisiana. At
the age of six, she became one of the first African American children to integrate an all-white elementary
school in the South. Her courage in the face of intense racism and hostility marked a pivotal moment in the

civil rights era and school desegregation efforts.

Historic School Integration

In 1960, Ruby Bridges was selected to attend William Frantz Elementary School, one of the first public
schools to undergo desegregation following the Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education.

Escorted by federal marshals due to violent protests, Ruby’s daily walk into the school became a symbol of



both struggle and hope in the fight against institutionalized segregation.

Challenges and Resilience

Ruby Bridges faced numerous challenges, including threats, protests, and isolation, as many white parents
withdrew their children from the school. Despite these obstacles, she attended class alone for months,
supported by her teacher Barbara Henry. Ruby's resilience and bravery inspired many and helped pave

the way for future generations of students.

Norman Rockwell: An Iconic American Illustrator

Artistic Career and Style

Norman Rockwell was an influential American painter and illustrator known for his detailed, heartfelt
depictions of everyday life. His work often reflected American culture and values, published widely in
magazines like The Saturday Evening Post. Rockwell’s ability to capture emotion and narrative made his

art accessible and memorable.

Shift Toward Social Commentary

While Rockwell’s early work primarily celebrated idyllic American scenes, by the late 1950s and 1960s, he
began addressing social issues through his art. This transition highlighted his awareness of changing societal
dynamics and his commitment to promoting justice and equality. His collaboration with civil rights themes

marked a significant evolution in his artistic focus.

Recognition and Influence

Rockwell’s illustrations have been widely recognized for their cultural significance. His ability to influence
public opinion through art positioned him as a key figure in American visual storytelling, especially during

times of social upheaval. His work continues to be studied for its artistic merit and historical importance.

The Painting: "The Problem We All Live With"



Creation and Description

Norman Rockwell created "The Problem We All Live With" in 1964, inspired by Ruby Bridges’
experiences. The painting depicts Ruby walking to school escorted by four U.S. Marshals, highlighting the
tension and bravery surrounding school desegregation. The image captures the innocence of Ruby

contrasted against the hostile environment, symbolized by racial slurs and thrown objects on the wall.

Symbolism and Artistic Elements

The painting’s composition emphasizes Ruby’s small figure in a stark white dress, symbolizing purity and
courage. The marshals' protective stance and the defaced wall with racist graffiti underscore the social
conflict of the era. Rockwell’s use of perspective and detail creates a powerful narrative that communicates

both vulnerability and strength.

Public Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "The Problem We All Live With" was met with acclaim and controversy. It challenged
viewers to confront the realities of racial inequality and the ongoing struggle for civil rights. The painting
has since become an iconic image in American art and history, frequently referenced in discussions about

racial justice.

Historical and Cultural Impact

Role in Civil Rights Movement

The collaboration of Ruby Bridges’ story and Norman Rockwell’s artwork played a vital role in raising
awareness of racial segregation and injustice. The painting helped humanize the civil rights struggle,
making it more relatable and urgent for a broad audience. It served as a visual call to action during a critical

period of social change.

Educational and Social Influence

Today, the story of Ruby Bridges and Rockwell’s painting are staples in educational curricula addressing
civil rights history. They provide a tangible connection to the past, encouraging reflection on issues of race,
equality, and resilience. Their combined legacy fosters discussions about the importance of inclusion and

justice in society.



Art as a Tool for Social Change

Norman Rockwell’s portrayal of Ruby Bridges exemplifies the power of art to influence public sentiment
and advocate for social progress. The painting transcends its medium by becoming a symbol of courage and
the fight against discrimination. It demonstrates how visual storytelling can contribute to societal

transformation.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Ongoing Recognition of Ruby Bridges

Ruby Bridges continues to be celebrated as a civil rights icon. Her lifelong commitment to equality and
education has inspired numerous honors and initiatives. She remains active in promoting tolerance and

understanding, ensuring that her historic role is not forgotten.

Norman Rockwell’s Enduring Influence

Rockwell’s work, including "The Problem We All Live With," remains influential in discussions of
American history and art. Museums and cultural institutions frequently showcase his paintings to illustrate
the social dynamics of the 20th century. His legacy endures as a testament to the role of artists in shaping

public consciousness.

Lessons for Today’s Society

The story of ruby bridges norman rockwell continues to resonate in contemporary conversations about
racial justice and education. Their combined narrative offers lessons on courage, the importance of
confronting prejudice, and the ongoing struggle for civil rights. They remind society of the power

individuals and art hold in fostering change.

Ruby Bridges’ bravery in desegregation

Norman Rockwell’s shift to social themes

The symbolism in "The Problem We All Live With"

Impact on civil rights awareness



e Continued relevance in education and culture

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who is Ruby Bridges in relation to Norman Rockwell?

Ruby Bridges is a civil rights figure famously depicted by Norman Rockwell in his painting "The Problem
We All Live With,' which portrays her as a young African American girl integrating an all-white school

in New Orleans.

What is the significance of Norman Rockwell's painting featuring Ruby
Bridges?

Norman Rockwell's painting "The Problem We All Live With' is significant because it captured a pivotal
moment in the Civil Rights Movement, highlighting the courage of Ruby Bridges as she faced racial

segregation in education.

‘When did Norman Rockwell create his painting of Ruby Bridges?

Norman Rockwell created 'The Problem We All Live With' in 1964, four years after Ruby Bridges
integrated the William Frantz Elementary School in 1960.

How did Ruby Bridges' story influence Norman Rockwell's artwork?

Ruby Bridges' bravery in desegregating schools inspired Norman Rockwell to create a powerful and

symbolic artwork that addressed racial inequality and the fight against segregation.

What elements are featured in Norman Rockwell's painting of Ruby
Bridges?

The painting shows Ruby Bridges walking to school escorted by four U.S. marshals, with racial slurs and

thrown tomatoes depicted on the wall, symbolizing the hostility she faced.

Where can one view Norman Rockwell's painting of Ruby Bridges?

Norman Rockwell's "The Problem We All Live With' is part of the Norman Rockwell Museum's

collection in Stockbridge, Massachusetts.



Why is Ruby Bridges considered a symbol of the Civil Rights Movement

in Norman Rockwell's art?

Ruby Bridges symbolizes the struggle for racial equality and the courage required to challenge segregation,

themes that Norman Rockwell powerfully conveyed in his artwork to raise awareness and inspire change.

Additional Resources

1. Through Ruby’s Eyes: The Little Girl Who Changed America

This book tells the inspiring story of Ruby Bridges, the first African American child to integrate an all-
white elementary school in the South. It highlights her courage and the challenges she faced during the
Civil Rights Movement. The narrative is accessible for young readers and includes historical context to help

understand the significance of her actions.

2. Norman Rockwell’s Four Freedoms: Inspiration for a Nation
This book explores Norman Rockwell’s iconic Four Freedoms paintings, which captured the spirit of
America during World War II. It delves into Rockwell’s artistic process and how his work reflected

American values. Readers learn about the impact of these images on American culture and history.

3. Ruby Bridges Goes to School: A True Story
A beautifully illustrated children’s book that recounts Ruby Bridges’ first day at William Frantz
Elementary School. It emphasizes themes of bravery, perseverance, and hope. The story is accompanied by

historical photographs and facts about school desegregation.

4. Norman Rockwell: American Painter and Storyteller
This biography provides an in-depth look at the life and career of Norman Rockwell. It examines how his
art told stories about everyday American life and social issues. The book includes many of his famous works

and discusses their cultural significance.

5. The Courage of Ruby Bridges

A compelling account of Ruby Bridges’ role in the Civil Rights Movement, focusing on her personal
experiences and the support of her family and community. It highlights the challenges of integration and
the importance of standing up for justice. The book is suitable for middle-grade readers interested in history

and social change.

6. Norman Rockwell’s America: A Visual History
This visual history book showcases a broad collection of Rockwell’s artwork, capturing moments of
Anmerican life from the early to mid-20th century. It provides context for his paintings and explains how

they reflected societal values and issues. The book is richly illustrated and informative.

7. Ruby Bridges: Integration Pioneer

Focused on Ruby Bridges’ groundbreaking role in school integration, this book details the events



surrounding her historic enrollment and the nationwide reaction. It includes primary source excerpts and
photographs to give readers a vivid understanding of the era. The narrative encourages reflection on civil

rights and equality.

8. Norman Rockwell and the Power of Art
This book examines how Norman Rockwell used his art to influence public opinion and promote social
change. It discusses key paintings that addressed topics like racism, poverty, and war. The book highlights

Rockwell’s unique ability to combine storytelling with powerful imagery.

9. Ruby Bridges and the Fight for Civil Rights
This inspiring biography covers Ruby Bridges’ childhood, her brave journey to attend an integrated school,
and the lasting impact of her actions on the Civil Rights Movement. It provides historical background and

personal anecdotes to engage readers. The book underscores themes of courage, resilience, and hope.
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ruby bridges norman rockwell: Norman Rockwell Richard Halpern, 2006-10 Publisher
description

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Jet , 2000-09-04 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Ruby, Head High Irene Cohen-Janca, 2019-01-08 Inspired by
an iconic Norman Rockwell painting and translated from an original French text, this is a story about
the day a little girl held her head high and changed the world.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: This Is Your Time Ruby Bridges, 2020-11-10 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ CBC KIDS’ BOOK CHOICE AWARD WINNER Civil rights icon Ruby
Bridges—who, at the age of six, was the first black child to integrate into an all-white elementary
school in New Orleans—inspires readers and calls for action in this moving letter. Her elegant,
memorable gift book is especially uplifting in the wake of Kamala Harris making US history as the
first female, first Black, and first South Asian vice president-elect. Written as a letter from civil
rights activist and icon Ruby Bridges to the reader, This Is Your Time is both a recounting of Ruby’s
experience as a child who had to be escorted to class by federal marshals when she was chosen to be
one of the first black students to integrate into New Orleans’ all-white public school system and an
appeal to generations to come to effect change. This beautifully designed volume features
photographs from the 1960s and from today, as well as stunning jacket art from The Problem We All
Live With, the 1964 painting by Norman Rockwell depicting Ruby’s walk to school. Ruby’s honest
and impassioned words, imbued with love and grace, serve as a moving reminder that “what can
inspire tomorrow often lies in our past.” This Is Your Time will electrify people of all ages as the
struggle for liberty and justice for all continues and the powerful legacy of Ruby Bridges endures.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: American Mirror Deborah Solomon, 2013-11-05 A NEW YORK
TIMES BOOK REVIEW NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR A FINALIST FOR THE LOS ANGELES
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TIMES BOOK PRIZE IN BIOGRAPHY AND SHORTLISTED FOR THE PEN/JACQUELINE BOGRAD
WELD AWARD FOR BIOGRAPHY Welcome to Rockwell Land, writes Deborah Solomon in the
introduction to this spirited and authoritative biography of the painter who provided
twentieth-century America with a defining image of itself. As the star illustrator of The Saturday
Evening Post for nearly half a century, Norman Rockwell mingled fact and fiction in paintings that
reflected the we-the-people, communitarian ideals of American democracy. Freckled Boy Scouts and
their mutts, sprightly grandmothers, a young man standing up to speak at a town hall meeting, a
little black girl named Ruby Bridges walking into an all-white school—here was an America whose
citizens seemed to believe in equality and gladness for all. Who was this man who served as our
unofficial artist in chief and bolstered our country's national identity? Behind the folksy,
pipe-smoking facade lay a surprisingly complex figure—a lonely painter who suffered from
depression and was consumed by a sense of inadequacy. He wound up in treatment with the
celebrated psychoanalyst Erik Erikson. In fact, Rockwell moved to Stockbridge, Massachusetts so
that he and his wife could be near Austen Riggs, a leading psychiatric hospital. What's interesting is
how Rockwell's personal desire for inclusion and normalcy spoke to the national desire for inclusion
and normalcy, writes Solomon. His work mirrors his own temperament—his sense of humor, his fear
of depths—and struck Americans as a truer version of themselves than the sallow, solemn,
hard-bitten Puritans they knew from eighteenth-century portraits. Deborah Solomon, a biographer
and art critic, draws on a wealth of unpublished letters and documents to explore the relationship
between Rockwell's despairing personality and his genius for reflecting America's brightest hopes.
The thrill of his work, she writes, is that he was able to use a commercial form [that of magazine
illustration] to thrash out his private obsessions. In American Mirror, Solomon trains her perceptive
eye not only on Rockwell and his art but on the development of visual journalism as it evolved from
illustration in the 1920s to photography in the 1930s to television in the 1950s. She offers vivid
cameos of the many famous Americans whom Rockwell counted as friends, including President
Dwight Eisenhower, the folk artist Grandma Moses, the rock musician Al Kooper, and the generation
of now-forgotten painters who ushered in the Golden Age of illustration, especially J. C.
Leyendecker, the reclusive legend who created the Arrow Collar Man. Although derided by critics in
his lifetime as a mere illustrator whose work could not compete with that of the Abstract
Expressionists and other modern art movements, Rockwell has since attracted a passionate
following in the art world. His faith in the power of storytelling puts his work in sync with the
current art scene. American Mirror brilliantly explains why he deserves to be remembered as an
American master of the first rank.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Small Shoes, Great Strides Vaunda Micheaux Nelson,
2023-11-07 On November 14, 1960, first graders Leona Tate, Tessie Prevost, and Gail Etienne
stepped into history by going to school. Escorted by U.S. Marshals and facing swarms of shouting
protestors, they became the first children in New Orleans to integrate a previously all-white school,
just ten minutes before Ruby Bridges. Like Ruby, the trio faced crowds of protestors fighting against
public school desegregation efforts and relied on US Marshals to keep them safe. That day was just
the beginning of their journey. Despite hate mail, death threats, and ongoing protests, Leona, Tessie,
and Gail continued attending McDonogh No. 19 Public School. To ensure their safety, classroom
windows were covered with paper, and they weren’t allowed outside for recess. With the love and
protection of their parents, the Marshals, and their kindly teacher, the girls carried on and formed a
close bond, becoming friends for life. Award-winning author Vaunda Micheaux Nelson conducted
extensive interviews to bring this little-known story from the Civil Rights Movement to young
readers. With vivid illustrations by fine artist Alex Bostic that highlight courage and determination,
this book celebrates how three little girls made great strides to ensure all children could receive the
education they deserve.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Democracy's Child Alison L. Gash, Daniel J. Tichenor, 2022
The politics children make -- Governing children: paternalism, membership, subjugation, and
abandonment -- Leveraging children in democratic politics: symbols, recruits, and collateral -- young



people and the politics of agency -- Looking back, to look forward: centering children in democratic
politics.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Hairspray Dana Heller, 2011-03-01 By reconsidering
assumptions about mainstream popular culture and its revolutionary possibilities, author Dana
Heller reveals that John Waters' popular 1988 film Hairspray is the director's most subversive movie.
Represents the first scholarly work on any of film director John Waters' films Incorporates original
interview material with the director Reveals meanings embedded in the film's narrative treatment of
racial and sexual politics

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Norman Rockwell Beverly Gherman, 2000 This full-color
biography describes the life and work of the popular American artist who depicted both traditional
and contemporary subjects, including children, family scenes, astronauts, and the poor.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Using Nonfiction for Civic Engagement in Classrooms
Vivian Yenika-Agbaw, Ruth McKoy Lowery, Paul H. Ricks, 2018-02-22 This book acknowledges the
existence of high quality nonfiction children’s literature that may serve as a basis for conversation
about civic engagements and our roles as global citizens. It touches on our social history, and offers
ideas for how educators might be able to engage readers in healthy and useful dialogues on what it
means to be human and how nonfiction texts attempt to reconstruct this reality in this quest to
recognize our collective humanity.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Make It Memorable Bob Dotson, 2015-10-16 A nuts-and-bolts
guide to the craft of visual storytelling, written for students and up-and-coming journalists by one of
the country’s best-loved news correspondents.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Art, Mind, and Narrative Julian Dodd, 2016-11-17 This volume
presents new essays on art, mind, and narrative inspired by the work of the late Peter Goldie, who
was Samuel Hall Professor of Philosophy at the University of Manchester until 2011. Its three
sections cover Narrative Thinking; Emotion, Mind, and Art; and Art, Value, and Ontology. Within
these sections, leading authorities in the philosophy of mind, aesthetics and the emotions offer the
reader entry points into many of the most exciting contemporary debates in these areas of
philosophy. Topics covered include the role that narrative thinking plays in our lives, our imaginative
engagement with fiction, the emotions and their role in the motivation of action, the connection
between artistic activity and human well-being, and the appreciation and ontological status of
conceptual artworks.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Spectrum Reading Workbook, Grade 7 Spectrum,
2014-08-15 7th Grade Reading Comprehension Workbooks for kids ages 12+ Support your child’s
educational journey with Spectrum’s Reading Comprehension Grade 7 Workbook that teaches
essential 7th grade reading comprehension skills. 7th grade reading workbooks are a great way for
children to learn reading comprehension, vocabulary builder, and critical thinking skills such as
story structure, integration of knowledge and ideas about a story, and more through a variety of
passages and activities that are both fun AND educational! Why You'll Love This Reading
Comprehension Grade 7 Workbook Engaging and educational reading passages and activities.
“Fiction and nonfiction stories”, “Post-reading questions”, and “Identifying genre” are a few of the
fun activities that incorporate reading to help inspire learning into your child’s classroom or
homeschool curriculum. Tracking progress along the way. Use the answer key in the back of the
reading workbook to track student progress before moving on to new and exciting activities.
Practically sized for every activity. The 160-page 7th grade book is sized at about 8 1/2 inches x 11
inches—giving your child plenty of space to complete each exercise. About Spectrum For more than
20 years, Spectrum has provided solutions for parents who want to help their children get ahead,
and for teachers who want their students to meet and exceed set learning goals—providing
workbooks that are a great resource for both homeschooling and classroom curriculum. The
Spectrum Grade 7 Reading Comprehension Workbook Contains: Nonfiction and fiction reading
passages Reading activities Answer key

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Ruby Bridges Madeline Donaldson, 2009 A biography of




Ruby Bridges, the first African American student to attend William Frantz Public School in New
Orleans and the subject of a 1964 Norman Rockwell painting.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: The Theater of Lee Blessing Philip Zwerling, 2016-05-19
Nominated for Pulitzer, Tony and Obie awards, among others, Lee Blessing has shaped American
theater over the last 40 years. Tackling subjects like child abuse, racism, sexism and war, as well as
baseball, love and religion, Blessing has dedicated himself to investigating and dramatizing both the
triumphs and evils of contemporary society. This book examines for the first time all 44 of his plays,
and includes one of his unpublished scripts, providing a definitive text on a playwright whose
thought-provoking work has been performed around the world.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: The Frenzied Dance of Art and Violence David Gussak, 2022
Angelic demons : the capricious creators -- Continuing the dance : how art therapy both reveals and
mitigates violence and aggression.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: The Story Behind Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye Mary
Colson, 2006 Looks at how Toni Morrison's novel The Bluest Eye explores the themes of race and
identity and discusses how the author continues the traditions of African American storytelling.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Museums and Communities Viv Golding, Wayne Modest,
2013-05-09 With contributions from key scholars in a range of disciplines, this engaging new volume
explores the complex issues surrounding collaboration between museums and their communities.

ruby bridges norman rockwell: The Journey Donald B. Armstrong, 2021-12-13 The Journey:
From Shackles and Chains to the White House By: Donald B. Armstrong This book offers a
comprehensive and thorough account of the Black experience in America from the early 1600s to the
present time. From the journey endured by kidnapped Africans to what their offspring are still
enduring today, this work highlights factual occurrences that are not found in the history books of
America’s grade schools. Kids are growing up with no education of their ancestors' plight and some
children are raised without knowledge of the actions their ancestors played. Hopefully, readers will
gain knowledge that will change their outlook toward other races. If we are to live together, we
honestly have to remember our past. The Journey: From Shackles and Chains to the White House
should be a part of every high school, community, college, and university library American History
collections in general, and African American Studies curriculums in particular.” - The Midwest Book
Review http://www.midwestbookreview.com/lbw/may 22.htm#americanhistory

ruby bridges norman rockwell: Trailblazing Women! Deborah G. Felder, 2021-03-01
Impressive! Innovative! Influential! Discover and celebrate the amazing stories and achievements of
120 of America’s most inspiring women! Women have accomplished incredible things throughout
American history. They’'ve made and changed history. They've contributed revolutionary new ideas
and moved science forward. Their inventions, businesses, literature, art, and activism helped build
the nation. They've succeeded in a whole host of professions, including media, medicine, politics,
government, education, sports, and the military. Trailblazing Women! Amazing Americans Who
Made History shines a welcome light on some of America's most remarkable women and their
enduring stories and amazing accomplishments. This fun and fascinating read covers the long
history of America's heroic women. It brings you the biographies of some of America's boldest and
bravest. Read about obstacles they overcame and how they flourished. It covers the lasting legacies
of well-known and lesser-known stars, including ... As a young child, she sang solos and duets with
her Aunt Mary at the Union Baptist Church and by the age of 6 was earning money singing at local
functions throughout her hometown of Philadelphia. (Marian Anderson (1897-1993), Singer) She
made headlines when she became the first woman to receive a Ph.D. in the science of geology from
the elite Baltimore research university, Johns Hopkins. (Florence Bascom (1862-1945), Geologist)
She said about the “me too” movement she founded: “When one person says, ‘Yeah, me, too,’ it gives
permission for others to open up.” (Tarana Burke (1973-), Civil Rights Activist) The nation’s first
four-star woman general has a long family history of U.S. military service—going back five
generations. (Ann E. Dunwoody (1953-), Army Officer) When this celebrated U.S. Supreme Court
justice served on the high court with Justice Sandra Day O’Connor as one of only two women



justices, she and O’Connor decided to wear special collars on decision days to carve out their visual
space in a sea of black robes and ties. (Ruth Bader Ginsburg (1933-2020), Attorney, U.S. Supreme
Court Justice) She made many discoveries in physics, but the most important was identifying the
“magic numbers” that make protons or neutrons stable within an atomic nucleus. She was awarded
the Nobel Prize in Physics for her work. (Maria Goeppert-Mayer (1906-1972), Physicist) A soccer
icon who was the first woman inducted into the World Football Hall of Fame, she started playing the
sport at the age of two, while her family was living in Italy. (Mia Hamm (1972-), Soccer Player) Her
first name means “lotus” in the Sanskrit language, and her name, Devi, means “goddess.” (Kamala
Harris (1964-), Vice President of the United States of America) She coined the term “bug” to
describe computer errors after she found a moth inside one of her team’s computers. (Grace Hopper
(1906-1992), Computer Scientist, Navy Rear Admiral) An acclaimed architect and artist best known
for designing Washington, D.C.’s Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Lin once said, “I try to give people a
different way of looking at their surroundings. That’s art to me.” (Maya Lin (1959-), Architect) When
this former first lady was growing up, she was a great athlete, but she didn’t like playing competitive
sports. The reason, her big brother said, was that “she hated losing.” (Michelle Obama (1964-),
Attorney, First Lady) A Cuban American and the first Latinx elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives, she delivered a Spanish version of the Republican rebuttal to President Barack
Obama'’s State of the Union Address in 2014. (Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (1952-), Congresswoman) This
acclaimed prima ballerina was the daughter of an Osage Indian father and a white mother. The
Osage people gave her the name Wa-Xthe-Thomba, meaning “Woman of Two Worlds.” (Maria
Tallchief (1925-2013), Ballet Dancer) A labor leader and educator, she is the current president of
the American Federation of Teachers (AFT), the former president of the United Federation of
Teachers (UFT), and she became the first openly gay individual to be elected president of a national
American labor union. (Randi Weingarten (1957-), Educator, Labor Leader) This mathematician is
the hidden hero behind the development of GPS apps on cell phones. (Gladys West (1930-),
Mathematician) And many more. America has had more than its share of amazing women. The
influence, inspiration, and impact of women on U.S. society and culture cannot be ignored. Explore
the vital roles and vibrant experiences of some of the most impressive women in American history
with Trailblazing Women! Amazing Americans Who Made History. It brings to light all there is to
admire and discover about these extraordinary women.
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