
religious affiliation of founding fathers

religious affiliation of founding fathers represents a complex and nuanced topic that
sheds light on the foundational values and principles of the United States. Understanding
the religious backgrounds and beliefs of the founding fathers is essential to comprehending
how religion influenced the early political framework and the drafting of key documents
such as the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. This article explores the
diverse religious affiliations among these influential figures, examining their personal faiths,
theological leanings, and how these shaped their views on governance and the role of
religion in public life. The discussion includes an overview of predominant denominations,
the concept of religious freedom, and the delicate balance between church and state
established by the founders. This comprehensive analysis offers insight into the historical
context of religion in the early republic and its lasting impact on American society and law.
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Overview of Religious Affiliations Among
Founding Fathers
The religious affiliation of founding fathers varied considerably, reflecting the religious
diversity present in the American colonies during the 18th century. While many of the key
figures identified as Christians, their specific denominations and degrees of religious
observance differed significantly. The majority were affiliated with Protestant traditions,
though the intensity of their faith and its manifestation in their public and private lives
ranged from devout to more secular or deistic perspectives. This diversity influenced how
religion was integrated into the political discourse of the time and contributed to the
establishment of a government structure that accommodated multiple faiths.

Religious Diversity in Colonial America
Colonial America was home to various Christian denominations, including Anglicanism,
Presbyterianism, Congregationalism, and Quakerism, among others. The founding fathers
reflected this religious landscape, with many adhering to these traditions, while some
embraced Enlightenment ideas that emphasized reason over religious dogma. This
pluralism set the stage for a new approach to religion in governance, distinct from the



established churches of Europe.

Deism and Its Role Among the Founders
Deism, a belief system that acknowledges a creator but rejects supernatural interventions
and organized religion, was influential among several founding fathers. This belief
underscored a rational approach to faith and ethics, emphasizing natural law and morality
derived from reason rather than revelation. Deism played a significant role in shaping the
religious outlook of leaders such as Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin.

Predominant Denominations and Beliefs
The religious affiliation of founding fathers predominantly included Protestant
denominations, with Anglicanism (the Church of England) being particularly influential due
to its prominence in the colonies. Other denominations such as Presbyterianism,
Congregationalism, and Quakerism also played critical roles. Understanding these
affiliations provides insight into the theological and cultural values that influenced the
founders.

Anglicanism and Its Influence
Many founding fathers, including George Washington and Patrick Henry, were affiliated with
the Anglican Church. Anglicanism was characterized by its hierarchical structure and
liturgical traditions, and it played a significant role in colonial social and political life. The
Church of England’s doctrines and practices influenced the moral and ethical frameworks of
its adherents.

Presbyterianism and Congregationalism
Presbyterian and Congregational churches, prominent in New England and other regions,
emphasized a more Calvinist theology with a focus on individual piety and community
governance. Figures such as John Witherspoon, a Presbyterian minister and signer of the
Declaration of Independence, exemplified these traditions. These denominations
contributed to the founders’ views on covenant, law, and social order.

Quakerism and Other Minority Faiths
Quakers, known for their pacifism and egalitarian beliefs, influenced founders such as
William Penn and others who advocated for religious tolerance and civil liberties. Although
fewer founding fathers were Quakers, their principles of equality and nonviolence left an
imprint on the emerging American ethos.



Influence of Religion on Founding Documents
The religious affiliation of founding fathers directly and indirectly influenced the language,
principles, and values embedded in the founding documents of the United States. While the
founders sought to create a secular government, the moral and ethical ideas rooted in their
religious beliefs shaped the nation’s core documents.

The Declaration of Independence
The Declaration of Independence contains references to a Creator and the idea of
unalienable rights endowed by a higher power. These concepts reflect the founders' belief
in natural law and divine justice, blending religious ideas with Enlightenment thought. The
language carefully balances religious sentiment with universal principles applicable to all
people.

The U.S. Constitution and Religious Neutrality
The Constitution established a framework that ensured religious freedom and prohibited
the establishment of a national religion. The First Amendment’s Establishment Clause and
Free Exercise Clause embody this principle, reflecting the founders’ commitment to prevent
religious tyranny while protecting individual faith. This approach was influenced by the
founders’ varied religious affiliations and their desire to accommodate diverse beliefs.

Religious Freedom and the Separation of Church
and State
The religious affiliation of founding fathers informed their understanding of the proper
relationship between religion and government. Many founders advocated for religious
liberty and a clear separation between church and state to avoid the religious conflicts
experienced in Europe.

Philosophical Foundations of Religious Freedom
Drawing from Enlightenment thinkers and their own religious experiences, the founding
fathers emphasized the importance of protecting conscience rights and preventing
governmental interference in religious matters. This philosophical foundation aimed to
foster a pluralistic society where multiple faiths could coexist peacefully.

Implementation in Early American Law
Early American laws reflected this commitment to religious freedom, with states adopting
statutes that prohibited religious tests for office and guaranteed freedom of worship. These
legal frameworks were influenced by the religious diversity and affiliations of the founders,



promoting tolerance and inclusivity.

Notable Founding Fathers and Their Faiths
Examining the specific religious affiliations of prominent founding fathers provides deeper
insight into the interplay between faith and politics in the founding era. Each figure’s beliefs
contributed uniquely to the shaping of the nation.

George Washington
George Washington was affiliated with the Anglican Church and regularly attended services,
though his personal religious views were marked by a degree of private reflection and
moral seriousness. His faith influenced his leadership style and his vision of national unity.

Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Jefferson is often identified with Deism, expressing skepticism toward orthodox
Christianity while embracing moral teachings derived from reason. Jefferson’s religious
beliefs informed his advocacy for the separation of church and state and religious liberty.

John Adams
John Adams was a Congregationalist with strong Calvinist influences, though he held an
independent and rational approach to religion. His writings reveal a belief in providence and
moral order as essential to governance.

Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin’s religious views evolved over time, blending Deist ideals with practical
ethics. He valued tolerance, virtue, and the social benefits of religious practice without
strict adherence to formal doctrine.

James Madison
James Madison, known as the “Father of the Constitution,” was raised in the Anglican
tradition but advocated strongly for religious freedom and the separation of church and
state, reflecting a commitment to pluralism and individual rights.

List of Common Religious Affiliations Among Founding



Fathers

Anglicanism (Church of England)

Presbyterianism

Congregationalism

Quakerism

Deism

Unitarianism (emerging in some later figures)

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the common religious affiliations among the
Founding Fathers of the United States?
Many Founding Fathers were affiliated with various Christian denominations, predominantly
Protestant groups such as Anglicanism, Presbyterianism, and Deism. However, their
personal beliefs varied widely, ranging from orthodox Christianity to more secular or deist
views.

Was George Washington religiously affiliated with a
particular denomination?
George Washington was affiliated with the Anglican Church (the Church of England),
attending services regularly, but his personal writings suggest he held a more private and
less dogmatic approach to religion.

Did Thomas Jefferson adhere to traditional Christianity?
Thomas Jefferson is often described as a Deist. He valued reason and ethics derived from
religion but rejected many traditional Christian doctrines, even creating his own version of
the Bible known as the Jefferson Bible.

How did Benjamin Franklin's religious beliefs influence
his role as a Founding Father?
Benjamin Franklin identified as a Deist and believed in a rational and ethical approach to
religion. He valued religious tolerance and morality but was skeptical of organized religion
and orthodox Christian doctrines.



Were the Founding Fathers supportive of religious
freedom?
Yes, many Founding Fathers strongly supported religious freedom, which is reflected in the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. They advocated for a separation of church and
state to ensure freedom of conscience for all citizens.

Did any Founding Fathers reject organized religion
entirely?
While most Founding Fathers were influenced by religious ideas, some, like Thomas Paine
and Thomas Jefferson, were critical of organized religion and promoted Deism or secular
perspectives that emphasized reason over traditional religious authority.

Additional Resources
1. God of Liberty: A Religious History of the American Revolution
This book explores the profound influence of religious beliefs on the American Revolution
and the founding fathers. It delves into how faith shaped their motivations, speeches, and
writings, and how religion was intertwined with the quest for liberty. The author provides a
nuanced perspective on the diversity of religious thought among the founders.

2. The Faiths of the Founding Fathers
This work examines the personal religious beliefs of key American founding fathers,
including George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin. It highlights the
spectrum of faith traditions — from orthodox Christianity to Deism — and discusses how
these beliefs impacted their political decisions. The book also addresses common
misconceptions about their religious affiliations.

3. Religion and the American Founding: A Supreme Court Case
Focusing on the legal and constitutional implications of religion in early America, this book
analyzes the role of religious beliefs in the framing of the Constitution. It discusses the
founders' intentions regarding church and state separation and the influence of their faith
on early Supreme Court decisions. The book offers insights into how religion shaped
American law.

4. Founding Faith: Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in America
This title explores the concept of religious freedom as envisioned by the founding fathers
and how their diverse faith backgrounds contributed to this ideal. It traces the historical
context leading to the First Amendment and the debates surrounding religious liberty. The
book emphasizes the founders’ commitment to protecting individual conscience.

5. The Religious Beliefs of America’s Founders: Reason, Revelation, and Revolution
This book provides an in-depth look at the theological and philosophical beliefs held by the
founding fathers. It contrasts the Enlightenment rationalism embraced by some with the
more traditional Christian doctrines held by others. The author discusses how these beliefs
influenced revolutionary ideology and the shaping of the new nation.



6. Christianity and the Constitution: The Founders' Religious Principles
Exploring the Christian roots of the U.S. Constitution, this book argues that Christian
principles significantly influenced the founding documents. It examines writings and
speeches of the founding fathers to reveal their religious convictions. The book also
considers the ongoing debate about the role of Christianity in American governance.

7. Deists and Divines: The Religious Landscape of the Founding Fathers
This title investigates the varied religious identities among the founding fathers, focusing
on the tension between Deism and orthodox Christianity. It highlights how these different
beliefs coexisted and influenced political collaboration. The book offers a balanced view of
their faith and its impact on the nation’s founding.

8. Prayer in the Early Republic: The Spiritual Lives of the Founders
This book sheds light on the personal prayer practices and spiritual disciplines of the
founding fathers. It reveals how their private devotions informed their public leadership and
decisions. The author uses letters, diaries, and other primary sources to paint a vivid
picture of their faith lives.

9. Faith and Freedom: The Religious Convictions Behind America’s Founding
This work explores how the founders’ religious convictions underpinned their commitment
to political freedom and human rights. It discusses the interplay between faith and reason
in their vision for the new republic. The book provides a comprehensive overview of
religion’s role in shaping America’s foundational principles.
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Lynn Holmes, 2003
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The ^AFaiths of the Founding Fathers David L.
Holmes, 2006-05-01 This compact book offers an illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our
founding fathers. It begins with an informative account of the religious culture of the late colonial
era, surveying the various groups in each colony, and then examines the individual beliefs of a
variety of men and women who loom large in our national history. Some, like Martha Washington,
Samuel Adams, John Jay, and Patrick Henry, held orthodox Christian views. But many of the most
influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a different
stripe.
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original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps
(as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The Faiths of Our Fathers Alf Johnson Mapp (Jr.),
2005-07-07 In this book, the author cuts through historical uncertainty to accurately portray the
religious beliefs of 11 of America's founding fathers. (Motivation)
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Our Christian Founding Fathers William Beckman,
2015-06-26 The American public has been told what recent historians wanted them to believe: the
United States is not a Christian nation. This is true in only one respect. You dont have to be a
Christian following a specific denomination to be an American citizen. However, the ideological
foundation this country is based on Christian principles, developed by Christian Founding Fathers.
Modern historians have distorted these facts. To correct these distortions, the biographies of the
Founding Fathers, their actual statements and Christian beliefs, are presented in this work. The
catalyst for the birth of our nation was the moment when Benjamin Franklin, incorrectly considered
a Deist by many, suggested that the quarrelsome Continental Convention recognize how the Creator
had listened to and answered their prayers in the past. He suggested daily prayer be instituted,
asking henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of heaven, and its blessings on our
deliberations, be held in this assembly every morning The quarreling continued, but the emphasis
became how to successfully unite the newly independent colonies. The colonies united under
Christian principles; however, over the years those principles and their original intent have been
diluted. Recognizing the condition of the world today, isnt it a good time to renew those principles?
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The Founding Fathers and the Debate over
Religion in Revolutionary America Matthew Harris, Thomas Kidd, 2011-11-11 Whether America
was founded as a Christian nation or as a secular republic is one of the most fiercely debated
questions in American history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd offer an authoritative
examination of the essential documents needed to understand this debate. The texts included in this
volume - writings and speeches from both well-known and obscure early American thinkers - show
that religion played a prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American Revolution.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Faith and Freedom Robert D. Gingrich,
2012-09-01 So, what did America’s founders really believe about God, the Bible, and Christianity?
Find out in Faith and Freedom—The Founding Fathers in Their Own Words. This brand-new survey
of the founders’ beliefs provides easy-to-read biographical and historical details along with relevant
quotations from the speeches and writings of Patrick Henry, John Adams, George Washington, James
Madison, Noah Webster, Benjamin Franklin, and a half-dozen others. Often portrayed as either
hostile to faith or unbelieving in a personal God, the Founding Fathers of Faith and Freedom just
might surprise you!
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders
Gregg L. Frazer, 2014-08-15 Were America's Founders Christians or deists? Conservatives and
secularists have taken each position respectively, mustering evidence to insist just how tall the wall
separating church and state should be. Now Gregg Frazer puts their arguments to rest in the first
comprehensive analysis of the Founders' beliefs as they themselves expressed them-showing that
today's political right and left are both wrong. Going beyond church attendance or public
pronouncements made for political ends, Frazer scrutinizes the Founders' candid declarations
regarding religion found in their private writings. Distilling decades of research, he contends that
these men were neither Christian nor deist but rather adherents of a system he labels theistic



rationalism, a hybrid belief system that combined elements of natural religion, Protestantism, and
reason-with reason the decisive element. Frazer explains how this theological middle ground
developed, what its core beliefs were, and how they were reflected in the thought of eight Founders:
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris, James
Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington. He argues convincingly that
Congregationalist Adams is the clearest example of theistic rationalism; that presumed deists
Jefferson and Franklin are less secular than supposed; and that even the famously taciturn
Washington adheres to this theology. He also shows that the Founders held genuinely religious
beliefs that aligned with morality, republican government, natural rights, science, and progress.
Frazer's careful explication helps readers better understand the case for revolutionary recruitment,
the religious references in the Declaration of Independence, and the religious elements-and lack
thereof-in the Constitution. He also reveals how influential clergymen, backing their theology of
theistic rationalism with reinterpreted Scripture, preached and published liberal democratic theory
to justify rebellion. Deftly blending history, religion, and political thought, Frazer succeeds in
showing that the American experiment was neither a wholly secular venture nor an attempt to
create a Christian nation founded on biblical principles. By showcasing the actual approach taken by
these key Founders, he suggests a viable solution to the twenty-first-century standoff over the
relationship between church and state-and challenges partisans on both sides to articulate their
visions for America on their own merits without holding the Founders hostage to positions they
never held.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The Founders and the Bible Carl J. Richard,
2016-03-25 The religious beliefs of America’s founding fathers have been a popular and contentious
subject for recent generations of American readers. In The Founders and the Bible, historian Carl J.
Richard carefully examines the framers’ relationship with the Bible to assess the conflicting claims
of those who argue that they were Christians founding a Christian nation against those who see
them as Deists or modern secularists. Richard argues that it is impossible to understand the
Founders without understanding the Biblically infused society that produced them. They were
steeped in a biblical culture that pervaded their schools, homes, churches, and society. To show the
fundamental role of religious beliefs during the Founding and early years of the republic, Richard
carefully reconstructs the beliefs of 30 Founders; their lifelong engagements with Scripture; their
biblically-infused political rhetoric; their powerful beliefs in a divine Providence that protected them
and guided the young nation; their beliefs in the superiority of Christian ethics and in the necessity
of religion to republican government; their beliefs in spiritual equality, free will, and the afterlife;
their religious differences; the influence of their biblical conception of human nature on their
formulation of state and federal constitutions; and their use of biblical precedent to advance
religious freedom.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The Founders on God and Government Daniel L.
Dreisbach, Mark David Hall, Jeffry H. Morrison, 2004 In The Founders on God and Government,
Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark David Hall, and Jeffry H. Morrison bring together noted scholars to
explore the role religion played in the political thoughts and deeds of nine founding fathers. The
result is a seminal work that deepens our understanding of the relationship between faith and
politics at America's founding.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Our Christian Founding Fathers: . . . This Is a
Christian Nation. William Beckman, 2015-06-25 The American public has been told what recent
historians wanted them to believe: the United States is not a Christian nation. This is true in only
one respect. You don't have to be a Christian following a specific denomination to be an American
citizen. However, the ideological foundation this country is based on Christian principles, developed
by Christian Founding Fathers. Modern historians have distorted these facts. To correct these
distortions, the biographies of the Founding Fathers, their actual statements and Christian beliefs,
are presented in this work. The catalyst for the birth of our nation was the moment when Benjamin
Franklin, incorrectly considered a Deist by many, suggested that the quarrelsome Continental



Convention recognize how the Creator had listened to and answered their prayers in the past. He
suggested daily prayer be instituted, asking ... henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of
heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, be held in this assembly every morning ... The
quarreling continued, but the emphasis became how to successfully unite the newly independent
colonies. The colonies united under Christian principles; however, over the years those principles
and their original intent have been diluted. Recognizing the condition of the world today, isn't it a
good time to renew those principles?
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Faith of the Founders Edwin Scott Gaustad, 2004
Explores the religious beliefs of America's founding fathers and their influence on American history
and politics. Specifically addresses the philosophies of Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, and John Adams.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Faith of Our Founding Fathers Tim LaHaye,
1996-06-01 Secular textbooks now fill our classrooms, while the Ten Commandments have been
removed from their walls. Is this the vision held by those who worked to found this nation? What
faith did our founding fathers truly believe and practice in their daily lives, and what does it really
matter for us? Were they God-fearing, Bible-believing Christians or simply enlightened Deists,
Transcendentalists, and Unitarians? Today the debate rages on, becoming a polarizing cultural
issue, the outcome of which will lead to a vastly different nation in the years ahead. This probing
study: Examines the facts that have created debate for years among educators, scholars, and
historians Studies the intimate papers, diaries, and letters of the founders themselves Helps solve
this mystery of our nation's past so that we can best guide its future. Meticulously documented,
Faith of Our Founding Fathers by best-selling author Tim LaHaye details the Christian principles of
these early Americans, and notes how the argument for the separation of church and state has led us
to the vast secularization of our culture. Studying the original writings of those who shaped this
nation will help Christians present the case for renewing the former vision for this great country.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Faith and the Founders of the American
Republic Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark David Hall, 2014-05 Thirteen essays written by leading scholars
explore the impact of a rich variety of religious traditions on the political thought of America's
founders.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Founding Fathers: Atheists? Deists? Are You Sure?
Ray Strobo, 2017-08-31 Whats this book about? It's about TRUTH. According to the Internet and the
media, the Founding Fathers were deists and atheists. That is NOT TRUE. The Historical Record is
clear: The Signers of the Declaration of Independence, an exemplar of the Founding Fathers, were,
for the most part, men of religious faith. The reader is directed to hundreds of historical references,
many accessible online, which tell us the TRUTH that none of the Signers of the Declaration were
publicly professing atheists and only a handful of them were ever publicly categorized as deists in
their day. (And most of those characterizations were NOT TRUE.) The author spent years
researching this subject and gathering data about the Signers from biographies, wills, magazine
articles, newspaper articles, personal correspondence, speeches, legislation, first-hand testimonials,
obituaries, eulogies, tombstone engravings, and character studies. The overall conclusion from these
sources is inescapable: Religion played a significant role in the private and public lives of most of
these patriots. (The religion of their day in the British North American colonies was Christianity.)
Meet these Signers for yourself, all 56 of them. See them as real people, ordinary men in many
cases, called on to do extraordinary things in the face of overwhelming odds. Hear them give credit
to the interposition of God as they overcame those odds. See TRUTH through their eyes and through
the eyes of people who knew them or researched them.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The Religious Beliefs of the Founding Fathers Dallin
F. Hardy, Weber State University. Department of History, 2005
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in
America Frank Lambert, 2010-07-28 How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly
religious aspirations, come to be the first modern state whose commitment to the separation of



church and state was reflected in its constitution? Frank Lambert explains why this happened,
offering in the process a synthesis of American history from the first British arrivals through Thomas
Jefferson's controversial presidency. Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined
the place of religion in early America: what Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old
World ideas and dreams of building a City upon a Hill, and the Founding Fathers, who determined
the constitutional arrangement of religion in the new republic. While the former proselytized the one
true faith, the latter emphasized religious freedom over religious purity. Lambert locates this shift in
the mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by new dissenters, and
population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized by sectarian
competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found
sympathetic lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the free marketplace of
religion gained legal status as the Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate
colonies. To avoid discord in an increasingly pluralistic and contentious society, the Founders left
the religious arena free of government intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise for all.
Religious people and groups were also free to seek political influence, ensuring that religion's place
in America would always be a contested one, but never a state-regulated one. An engaging and
highly readable account of early American history, this book shows how religious freedom came to
be recognized not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all
Americans.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Inventing a Christian America Steven Keith
Green, 2015 Steven K. Green explores the historical record that supports the popular belief about
the nation's religious origins, seeking to explain how the ideas of America's religious founding and
its status as a Christian nation became a leading narrative about the nation's collective identity.
  religious affiliation of founding fathers: Hidden Facts of the Founding Era Bill Fortenberry,
2013-07-06 Have you ever wondered how some authors can claim that the founding fathers of
America were Christians while other authors claim that those very same founders were atheists,
deists or even theistic rationalists? In this artfully written volume, Christian apologist Bill
Fortenberry examines several of the quotes from our founding fathers that are frequently used to
argue against the Christian heritage of America. In doing so, Mr. Fortenberry opens up to us a
treasury of facts about our nation's founding that have been hidden by modern scholarship. Did you
know that Benjamin Franklin only experimented with deism as a teenager and that he soon rejected
it entirely? Did you know that at the age of twenty-nine he wrote three bold defenses of his Christian
faith? Did you know that John Adams called the French Enlightenment thinkers cowards and atheists
who were destitute of common sense? Did you know that he frequently referred to Jesus Christ as
his Savior? Did you know that George Washington recorded a prayer expressing his acceptance of
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for his sins? Did you know that he left the Masonic Lodge as a young
man, that he denied being a member of any lodge during the founding era of our nation and that he
referred to masonry as being mere child's play? With abundant references to the original writings of
the founding era, Mr. Fortenberry provides American Christians with an invaluable defense of our
nation's Christian heritage. Topics covered in Hidden Facts of the Founding Era include: - A detailed
explanation of the importance of studying the founding fathers. - A chapter on the forgotten founder,
Charles Thomson - An expose of the founding fathers' contempt for the writings of Thomas Paine - A
study of the beliefs of Thomas Jefferson - A never before published analysis of Benjamin Franklin's
conversion to Christianity - Documented proof of George Washington's prayer at Valley Forge - The
most complete analysis of the Treaty of Tripoli ever written - A list of forty-nine correlations between
the Bible and the Constitution - And much, much more...
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