safavid dynasty history

safavid dynasty history traces the rise and fall of one of the most influential empires in Iranian and
Islamic history. This dynasty, which ruled from the early 16th century to the mid-18th century, played
a pivotal role in shaping the political, cultural, and religious landscape of Persia. The Safavid dynasty
is renowned for establishing Twelver Shi'a Islam as the official religion of Iran, which has had a lasting
impact on the region's identity and sectarian divisions. Their rule marked the emergence of a
centralized state that fostered advancements in art, architecture, and trade. This article delves into
the origins of the Safavid dynasty, its significant rulers, military and administrative structures, cultural
achievements, and eventual decline. Understanding the safavid dynasty history provides essential
insights into the formation of modern Iran and the broader Middle Eastern geopolitical dynamics.
Below is a detailed exploration structured into key thematic sections for comprehensive study.

Origins and Rise of the Safavid Dynasty

Major Rulers and Political Developments

Religious Transformation and Shi'a Islam

Military and Administrative Organization

Cultural and Artistic Contributions

Decline and Legacy of the Safavid Dynasty

Origins and Rise of the Safavid Dynasty

Early Beginnings and Sufi Roots

The Safavid dynasty originated from a Sufi religious order established by Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili in
the 13th century. Initially a spiritual movement, the Safavids gradually gained political influence in
the region of Ardabil in northwestern Iran. Their leadership combined religious authority with tribal
alliances, which laid the groundwork for the dynasty's rise. By the late 15th century, the Safavid order
had evolved into a powerful military and political force under the leadership of Shah Ismail I, who
declared himself Shah of Iran in 1501.

Establishment of the Dynasty and Territorial Expansion

Shah Ismail | succeeded in unifying various Persian territories, overthrowing the fragmented rule of
local warlords and the remnants of the Timurid Empire. The Safavid state initially centered in Tabriz
expanded rapidly, incorporating large parts of modern-day Iran, Azerbaijan, and parts of the
Caucasus. The establishment of the Safavid dynasty marked the end of the Turkmen tribal



confederacies’ dominance and the beginning of a centralized Persian state with a distinct national
identity.

Major Rulers and Political Developments

Shah Ismail I: Founder of the Empire

Shah Ismail I (r. 1501-1524) was the founder of the Safavid dynasty and a charismatic leader who
aggressively promoted Shi'a Islam. His military campaigns defeated rival Sunni powers, including the
Aq Qoyunlu and the Uzbeks, consolidating his control over Persia. Ismail’s reign established the
political and religious foundation that defined the Safavid state.

Shah Abbas I: The Greatest Safavid Monarch

Shah Abbas | (r. 1588-1629) is widely regarded as the most influential Safavid ruler. He revitalized the
empire after a period of decline by reforming the military, relocating the capital to Isfahan, and
fostering economic and cultural growth. Abbas successfully repelled Ottoman and Uzbek invasions
and established strong diplomatic relations with European powers to counterbalance Ottoman
influence.

Other Notable Rulers

Other Safavid rulers such as Shah Tahmasp | and Shah Safi contributed to the empire’s consolidation,
though many faced internal dissent and external threats. The dynasty struggled with succession
crises and increasing decentralization towards its later years, which weakened its hold on power.

Religious Transformation and Shi'a Islam

Imposition of Twelver Shi'ism

One of the hallmark features of the safavid dynasty history is the establishment of Twelver Shi‘a Islam
as the state religion. Prior to the Safavids, Iran was predominantly Sunni. Shah Ismail | enforced Shi’'a
religious practices and doctrines, converting the population through a combination of persuasion and
coercion. This religious shift created a clear distinction between Iran and its Sunni neighbors,
particularly the Ottoman Empire.

Religious Institutions and Clergy

The Safavids institutionalized Shi'a clerical authority, granting significant power to the ulama
(religious scholars) who played a vital role in governance and social regulation. Religious endowments



and seminaries flourished, cementing Shi’a Islam’s influence in Iranian society and culture.

Military and Administrative Organization

Military Structure and the Role of the Qizilbash

The Safavid military was initially dominated by the Qizilbash, tribal warriors who were instrumental in
Shah Ismail’s rise to power. The Qizilbash were fiercely loyal but their tribal interests often conflicted

with centralized authority. Shah Abbas | introduced reforms by creating a standing army composed of
ghulams (slave soldiers) recruited from Christian Caucasian populations to reduce Qizilbash influence.

Administrative System and Governance

The Safavid administrative structure combined Persian bureaucratic traditions with tribal governance.
The empire was divided into provinces governed by appointed officials responsible for tax collection,
law enforcement, and military readiness. The central government maintained control through a
network of governors, military commanders, and religious leaders to ensure loyalty and stability.

Cultural and Artistic Contributions

Architecture and Urban Development

The Safavid era witnessed a renaissance in Persian art and architecture. The capital city, Isfahan,
became a masterpiece of urban planning under Shah Abbas |, featuring grand mosques, palaces, and
public squares. Notable architectural achievements include the Shah Mosque and the Ali Qapu Palace,
showcasing intricate tilework and Persian-Islamic design.

Literature, Painting, and Crafts

The dynasty fostered a vibrant cultural scene, producing significant works in Persian poetry, miniature
painting, and calligraphy. Safavid artisans excelled in carpet weaving, metalwork, and ceramics,
creating luxury goods that were highly sought after in international markets. This cultural flourishing
contributed to the enduring legacy of Persian identity.

Safavid Contributions to Trade and Economy

The Safavid dynasty established key trade routes connecting Persia with Europe and Asia, enhancing
economic prosperity. Silk production and export were major economic drivers, supported by state
policies encouraging commerce and craftsmanship. The dynasty’s strategic location facilitated
cultural exchanges and economic integration within the broader region.



Decline and Legacy of the Safavid Dynasty

Factors Leading to Decline

By the late 17th and early 18th centuries, the Safavid dynasty faced internal strife, weak leadership,
and external pressures from Ottoman, Russian, and Afghan forces. Succession disputes and
corruption eroded central authority. The Afghan invasion in 1722 dealt a critical blow, leading to the
capture of Isfahan and the eventual collapse of Safavid rule.

Enduring Impact and Historical Significance

Despite its decline, the Safavid dynasty left a profound impact on Iranian history. It solidified the
national identity centered around Shi’a Islam and Persian culture. The political and religious
framework established by the Safavids influenced subsequent Iranian dynasties and continues to
shape the modern Iranian state. Their contributions to art, architecture, and governance remain
celebrated hallmarks of Persian heritage.

Summary of Key Legacy Points

e Establishment of Twelver Shi'a Islam as Iran’s dominant faith

e Creation of a centralized Persian state with strong bureaucratic institutions
e Advancements in Persian art, architecture, and urban development

e Strategic geopolitical role in balancing Ottoman and Mughal powers

¢ Long-lasting influence on Iranian national identity and culture

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Safavid dynasty established?
The Safavid dynasty was established in 1501 by Shah Ismail | in Persia.

Who was the founder of the Safavid dynasty?

The founder of the Safavid dynasty was Shah Ismail I.



What was the significance of the Safavid dynasty in Iranian
history?

The Safavid dynasty is significant for establishing Twelver Shi'a Islam as the official religion of Iran,
shaping the country's national identity and culture.

How did the Safavid dynasty impact the religious landscape of
Persia?

The Safavid dynasty transformed Persia from a predominantly Sunni region into a Shi'a Muslim state,
which remains the dominant sect in Iran today.

What were the major accomplishments of Shah Abbas | during
the Safavid dynasty?

Shah Abbas | strengthened the Safavid state through military reforms, centralized administration,
promoted trade, and fostered arts and architecture.

Which empire was the main rival of the Safavid dynasty?

The Ottoman Empire was the main rival of the Safavid dynasty, leading to frequent conflicts over
territorial and religious dominance.

How did the Safavid dynasty contribute to Persian art and
architecture?

The Safavid dynasty patronized the arts, leading to the development of distinctive Persian miniature
painting, carpet weaving, and impressive architectural works such as the Shah Mosque in Isfahan.

When and why did the Safavid dynasty decline?

The Safavid dynasty declined in the early 18th century due to internal strife, weak leadership,
economic troubles, and external invasions, culminating in its fall in 1736.

Additional Resources

1. The Safavid Dynasty and Its Cultural Legacy

This book explores the rich cultural and artistic achievements of the Safavid dynasty, focusing on
their contributions to Persian art, architecture, and literature. It delves into the dynasty's role in
shaping Iranian identity and promoting Shi'a Islam. Through detailed analysis, the author highlights
the dynasty's influence on subsequent Persian and Islamic culture.

2. Safavid Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire

This comprehensive history traces the origins, expansion, and eventual decline of the Safavid Empire
from 1501 to 1736. It provides insight into the political, military, and social dynamics that defined the
dynasty’s rule. The book also examines the Safavids' diplomatic relations with neighboring powers,



including the Ottoman and Mughal empires.

3. The Safavid World

Edited by a team of scholars, this volume offers a collection of essays covering various aspects of
Safavid history, society, and culture. Topics include religion, governance, trade, and artistic
developments during the dynasty’s reign. It serves as an essential resource for understanding the
multifaceted nature of Safavid Iran.

4. Shah Abbas and the Safavid Renaissance

Focusing on the reign of Shah Abbas I, this book highlights his role in revitalizing the Safavid state and
fostering a renaissance in Persian art and architecture. It discusses his military reforms, economic
policies, and cultural patronage that helped establish a golden age for the dynasty. The narrative
emphasizes Shah Abbas’s legacy as one of Iran’s greatest rulers.

5. Religion and Politics in Safavid Iran

This work examines the intertwining of religious authority and political power during the Safavid
period. It analyzes how the dynasty established Twelver Shi'ism as the state religion and used it to
legitimize their rule. The book also addresses the impact of religious institutions on governance and
society.

6. Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian Empire

Providing a vivid portrait of Safavid Iran, this book covers the dynasty’s foundational years and its
efforts to unify a fragmented region. It discusses the social and economic transformations that
accompanied the empire’s rise. The author also explores the challenges faced by the Safavids,
including internal rebellions and external threats.

7. Trade and Diplomacy under the Safavids

This study focuses on the Safavid dynasty’s role in regional and international trade networks. It
highlights their diplomatic engagements with European powers and neighboring empires to secure
trade routes and political alliances. The book provides insights into the economic strategies that
supported the dynasty’s prosperity.

8. The Art and Architecture of the Safavid Era

This richly illustrated volume showcases the distinctive artistic styles and architectural innovations of
the Safavid period. It covers major monuments, miniature painting, calligraphy, and decorative arts
commissioned by the dynasty. The book contextualizes these achievements within the broader
cultural and religious landscape of the time.

9. Women in Safavid Iran: Society and Influence

This book investigates the roles and status of women during the Safavid era, challenging traditional
narratives of female marginalization. It explores women’s participation in the royal court, religious life,
and economic activities. The author draws on historical documents to reveal the complex social
dynamics affecting women'’s lives under Safavid rule.
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safavid dynasty history: Safavid Iran Andrew J. Newman, 2012-04-11 The Safavid dynasty,
which reigned from the late fifteenth to the eighteenth century, links medieval with modern Iran.
The Safavids witnessed wide-ranging developments in politics, warfare, science, philosophy,
religion, art and architecture. But how did this dynasty manage to produce the longest lasting and
most glorious of Iran's Islamic-period eras?’Andrew Newman offers a complete re-evaluation of the
Safavid place in history as they presided over these extraordinary developments and the wondrous
flowering of Iranian culture. In the process, he dissects the Safavid story, from before the 1501
capture of Tabriz by Shah Ismail (1488-1524), the point at which Shiism became the realm's
established faith; on to the sixteenth and early seventeenth century dominated by Shah Abbas
(1587-1629), whose patronage of art and architecture from his capital of Isfahan embodied the
Safavid spirit; and culminating with the reign of Sultan Husayn (reg. 1694-1722).Based on
meticulous scholarship, Newman offers a valuable new interpretation of the rise of the Safavids and
their eventual demise in the eighteenth century. Safavid Iran, with its fresh insights and new
research, is the definitive single volume work on the subject.

safavid dynasty history: The Safavid Empire Captivating History, 2018-11-21 Explore the
Captivating History of the Safavid Empire The Safavid dynasty was one of the most notable ruling
dynasties of Iran. This Islamic Empire was powerful enough to challenge the Mughals in the east and
the Ottomans in the west. Their story has shaped what we know as modern Iran more than any other
period in its history. In this captivating history book, you will discover all about this remarkable
empire that was responsible for one of Persia's golden ages in terms of power and culture. In The
Safavid Empire: A Captivating Guide to the Persian Empire That Fought Against the Ottomans in the
Ottoman-Safavid War, you will discover topics such as Religious Beginnings: Ismail I Foreign
Relations: Tahmasp Short and Bloody: Ismail II Cultural Consolidation: Abbas I Saru Taqi: Shah Safi
Interlude: Shah Abbas II Internal Decay: Sulayman Fall: Sultan Husayn And much, much more! So if
you want to learn more about the Safavid Empire, click add to cart!

safavid dynasty history: The Safavid World Rudi Matthee, 2021-07-21 The Safavid World
brings together thirty chapters on many aspects of the complex Safavid state, 1501-1722. With the
latest insights and arguments, some offer overviews of the period or topic at hand, and others
present new interpretations of old questions based on newly found sources. In addition to political
history and religious life, the chapters in this volume cover economic conditions, commercial links
and activities, social relations, and artistic expressions. They do so in ways that stretch both the
temporal and geographical perimeters of the subject, and contributors also examine Safavid Iran
with an eye to both its Mongol and Timurid antecedents and its long afterlife following the fall of the
dynasty. Unlike traditional scholarship which tended to view the country as unique, sui generis, and
barely affected by the outside world, The Safavid World situates Iran in a wider, regional or global
context. Examining the Safavids from their foundations in the fourteenth century to their relations
with the rest of the world in the eighteenth century, this study is essential reading for
undergraduates, postgraduates, and scholars of the Safavid world and the history and culture of Iran
and the Middle East.

safavid dynasty history: A History of Islamic Societies Ira M. Lapidus, 2002-08-22 Ira
Lapidus' classic history of the origins and evolution of Muslim societies, revised and updated for this
second edition, first published in 2002.

safavid dynasty history: Safavid Empire Kelly Mass, The Safavid Empire, often referred to as
Safavid Iran or Safavid Persia, stands out as one of the most influential Iranian empires following the
Muslim conquest of Persia in the 7th century. Ruling from 1501 to 1736, the Safavid dynasty is
regarded as the catalyst for modern Iranian history and is recognized as one of the prominent
gunpowder empires of its time. A pivotal moment in Muslim history, the Safavid rulers established
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the Twelver school of Shia Islam as the empire's official religion, which fundamentally shaped the
spiritual and political landscape of Iran. The origins of the Safavid dynasty can be traced back to a
Sufi order founded in the Azerbaijani city of Ardabil. Initially a spiritual movement, the Safavid order
transformed into a formidable political force. The dynasty, which had Kurdish Iranian roots, became
increasingly Turkified through intermarriages with various ethnic groups, including Turkoman,
Georgian, Circassian, and Pontic Greek officials. As a result, the Safavid leaders became
Turkish-speaking and culturally integrated into the diverse milieu of the region.

safavid dynasty history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to World History, 2nd Edition Timothy C.
Hall, M.A., 2012-01-03 Puts world events in a context that is relevant for today's students and casual
readers Updated to include the significant events from the past several years

safavid dynasty history: Safavid Persia in the Age of Empires Charles Melville, 2021-02-25
The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries saw the establishment of the new Safavid regime in Iran.
Along with reuniting the Persian lands under one rule, the Safavids initiated the radical
transformation of the religious landscape by introducing Imami Shi'ism as the official state faith and
in this as in other ways, laying the foundations of Iran's modern identity. In this book, leading
scholars of Iranian history, culture and politics examine the meaning of the idea of Iran in the
Safavid period by examining contemporary experiences of both insiders and outsiders, asking how
modern scholarship defines the distinctive features of the age. While sometimes viewed as a period
of decline from the high points of classical Persian literature and the visual arts of preceding
centuries, the chapters of this book demonstrate that the Safavid era was nevertheless a period of
great literary and artistic activity in the realms of both secular and theological endeavour. With the
establishment of comparable polities across western, southern and central Asia at broadly the same
time, the book explores some of the literary and political interactions with Iran's Ottoman, Mughal
and Uzbek neighbours. As the volume and frequency of European merchants and diplomats visiting
Safavid Persia increased, especially in the seventeenth century, and as more Iranians recorded their
own travel experiences to surrounding Muslim lands, the Safavid period is the first in which we can
document and explore the contours of Iran's place in an expanding world, and gain insights into how
Iranians saw themselves and others saw them.

safavid dynasty history: Iran Unveiled: A Journey Through History and Revolution
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-15 In the heart of the Middle East, where ancient empires once
flourished, lies Iran, a nation steeped in history, culture, and intrigue. Iran Unveiled: A Journey
Through History and Revolution takes readers on a captivating journey through this enigmatic
country, exploring the forces that have shaped its tumultuous past and uncertain future. From the
ruins of Persepolis to the grandeur of Isfahan, Iran's rich heritage beckons travelers and scholars
alike. This book delves into the depths of Iran's history, shedding light on the ancient civilizations
that laid the foundation for its modern identity. The rise and fall of empires, the spread of Islam, and
the influence of foreign powers have all left their mark on Iran's cultural tapestry. The 20th century
was a turning point for Iran, a period of profound change and upheaval. The Pahlavi dynasty's
modernization efforts brought Iran into the modern era, yet discontent simmered beneath the
surface, leading to the explosive 1979 Iranian Revolution. The Islamic Republic, born out of the
revolution, embarked on a transformative path, reshaping Iran's political, social, and cultural
landscape. In the decades that followed, Iran navigated the complexities of international relations,
balancing its revolutionary ideals with the pragmatism necessary for survival in a hostile world. The
nuclear program, a source of contention and diplomatic tension, became a focal point of Iran's
relationship with the West. Economic sanctions and political isolation weighed heavily on the nation,
exacerbating internal challenges and fueling popular discontent. As Iran looks towards the future, it
stands at a crossroads. The generation that grew up after the revolution, hungry for change and
yearning for greater freedom, is challenging the status quo. The ongoing struggle for women's
rights, the fight against corruption, and the quest for a more democratic and just society continue to
shape Iran's destiny. Iran Unveiled: A Journey Through History and Revolution is a comprehensive
and insightful exploration of this fascinating nation. Through the lens of history, this book provides a



deeper understanding of Iran's complexities, its aspirations, and its uncertain future. It is a
must-read for anyone seeking to unravel the enigma that is Iran. If you like this book, write a review
on google books!

safavid dynasty history: History DK, 2022-04-26 This stunning visual e-guide explores and
explains the defining eras, key moments, and outstanding people that have made history. In the
same series as the New Children's Encyclopedia and DK Visual Encyclopedias of Science, Art, and
Geography (among others), this brand new history encyclopedia will help children, parents, and
educators grasp the events, personalities, and inventions that have changed the world. From the
earliest civilizations in Mesopotamia and India to the rise of populism in the US and China's growth
as a global power, this ebook gives you the facts about all major historical periods. Illustrated with
over 1,500 photographs, artifacts, and maps, History: A Visual Encyclopedia is a way in to
understanding the diversity of world history, from the African kingdoms that predated colonialism
and the cultures of the pre-Colombian Americas to the dynasties that have ruled China for thousands
of years and the many empires that have come and gone over the centuries in Asia and Europe. At a
time in history when we are overwhelmed by information, this encyclopedia is a trustworthy e-guide
to the past for young readers.

safavid dynasty history: History Year by Year DK, 2024-03-05 The entire course of history is
revisited in this unique and unforgettable visual guide. The most memorable moments and
significant events of each year are charted in a definitive timeline that runs throughout the book.
From the ancient origins of our earliest African ancestors right up to our modern world today,
Timelines of History includes a diverse range of people, cultures, and countries. Ideas, inventions,
and innovations come together to provide a truly global view of history. ?? Dramatic photography,
eye-catching maps, and supporting graphics bring history to life as never before. The instantly
accessible, multi-layered timeline enables you to move effortlessly through the ages. This essential
reference strikes a balance between being completely comprehensive, but also ideal for browsing,
thanks to the organized structure, chronological order, and bitesize information.?? This celebratory
compendium makes an outstanding addition to any family library, enabling you to dip into the past
any time you like.

safavid dynasty history: The History Book DK Publishing, 2008-10-20 Building on the strength
of Pick Me Up and Do Not Open, we tackle world history in this vibrant and exciting title, The
History Book. The book is a chronological exploration of the people and events that have shaped
societies through time. From Mesopotamia to Mao, the Incas to Iraq, the Spartans to the Space
Shuttle, this history book covers it all. The History Book squeezes together 3,500 years of bloody
battles, glorious empires, revolting revolutions, monstrous monarchs, and so much more. It gives
everything a good shake and a couple of twists, so the important bits are all there, but the fun stuff
rises to the top. Explore the copper, bronze, and iron ages through some heavy metal merchandize,
check out the flash crib of Persian emperor Darius I, pick your barbarian warrior in a beat 'em up
videogame, and read Napoleon's profile on a social networking site. A cartoon strip retells the
horrors of the black death, a news anchorman presents the headlines as the heads roll in the French
Revolution, and graffiti on the Berlin Wall details the collapse of communism. Organized
chronologically, date tags on every spread aid easy navigation. At the start of each chapter, there is
an overview of the period with a map highlighting where all the main action took place. Key movers
and shakers are listed and a cultural barometer details what's hot and what's not. A reference
section at the back can be edited to suit local market needs. Learning history has never been so
innovative or exciting. Find out where you fit in to the story of the world!

safavid dynasty history: Timelines of History DK, 2018-04-03 Humans are a recent event in
the planet's history, but we've wasted little time in making our mark. The range of our achievements
has created a rich and elaborate heritage that we have the unique ability to capture and
record-meaning we can look back and learn from the road traveled. Timelines of History begins with
the emergence of our earliest African ancestors and takes the reader through the history of cultures
and nations around the world to arrive at the present day-the beginning of a new millennium. A



dynamic, layered timeline zooms in and out of time, speeding up or slowing down to keep pace with
the size and scope of events.

safavid dynasty history: History of the Caucasus Christoph Baumer, 2023-10-05 In the Shadow
of Great Powers is the second volume of Christoph Baumer's History of the Caucasus. It covers the
period from the Seljuk domination of the Southern Caucasus around 1050 CE to the present day.
After the Kingdom of Georgia's golden age of independent power and cultural blossoming in the
12th and early 13th centuries, the Caucasus was overrun by the Mongols and soon disintegrated into
innumerable smaller kingdoms, principalities and khanates. At the same time, an Armenian kingdom
in exile maintained a precarious independence in Cilicia, today's southern Turkey, by applying a
three-way diplomatic policy balanced between the Mongol Il-Khanate, the Crusader states and, to a
lesser degree, the Mameluke Empire. Then followed four centuries during which the highly
fragmented polities of the North and South Caucasus became political pawns of the regional great
powers, above all the Ottomans, Iran and Russia. In the wake of World War I the South Caucasus
enjoyed a short-lived independence whereas its northern neighbours were engulfed by the Russian
civil wars. But by 1921 the Soviet Union had re-established Russian dominance over the whole
region and, from a Western perspective, the region 'disappeared’ behind the Iron Curtain.
Nevertheless, the Caucasian nations kept their pronounced identities even under Soviet rule, giving
rise at the dissolution of the Soviet Union to a number of internecine conflicts. Whereas the Russian
Federation managed to maintain its supremacy over the North Caucasus - albeit at the cost of
bloody wars and insurrections - Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia succeeded in more or less gaining
control over their destiny. Of these three republics, only Azerbaijan secured a wide-ranging
independence thanks to its fossil fuel resources. Following Russian interference, Georgia lost control
over two of its provinces while Armenia remains dependent on Russian support in the face of its
notoriously antagonistic relations with neighbouring Azerbaijan and Turkey over the unresolved
issue of Karabakh. In the Shadow of Great Powers includes some 200 full-colour images and maps
which further bring the turbulent history of this region to light.

safavid dynasty history: Iran Under the Safavids Roger Savory, 2007-09-24 Iran Under the
Safavids aims at providing, in non-technical language, a comprehensive history of the Safavid
dynasty.

safavid dynasty history: Historiography of the History of Science in Islamicate Societies
Sonja Brentjes, 2023-09-05 This book presents eight papers about important historiographical issues
as debated in the history of science in Islamicate societies, the history of science and philosophy of
medieval Latin Europe and the history of mathematics as an academic discipline. Six papers deal
with themes about the sciences in Islamicate societies from the ninth to the seventeenth centuries,
among them novelty, context and decline. Two other papers discuss the historiographical practices
of historians of mathematics and other disciplines in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The
central argument of the collected papers is that in addition and beyond the study of scientific texts
and instruments historians of science in Islamicate societies need to pay attention to cultural,
material and social aspects that shaped the scientific activities of the authors and makers of such
texts and instruments. It is pointed out that the diachronic, de-contextualized comparison between
methods and results of scholars from different centuries, regions and cultures often leads to serious
distortions of the historical record and is responsible for the long-term neglect of scholarly activities
after the so-called Golden Age. The book will appeal in particular to teachers of history of science in
Islamicate societies, to graduate students interested in issues of methodology and to historians of
science grappling with the unresolved problems of how think and write about the sciences in
concrete societies of the past instead of subsuming all extant texts, instruments, maps and other
objects related to the sciences under macro-level concepts like Islam or Latin Europe. (CS 1114).

safavid dynasty history: The Turkic Peoples in World History Joo-Yup Lee, 2023-07-31 The
Turkic Peoples in World History is a thorough and rare introduction to the Turkic world and its role
in world history, providing a concise history of the Turkic peoples as well as a critical discussion of
their identities and origins. The Turks stepped on to the stage of history by establishing the Tiirk



Qaghanate, the first trans-Eurasian empire in history, in 552 CE. In the following millennium, they
went on to create empires that had a profound impact on world history such as the Uyghur, Khazar,
and Ottoman empires. They also participated in building the Mongol empire, and these
Turko-Mongol empires are credited with shaping the destinies of pre-modern China, the Middle
East, and Europe. By treating the history of the Turkic peoples as a process of amalgamation and
integration, rather than simply categorizing the Turkic peoples chronologically or geographically,
this book offers new insights into Turkic history. This volume is a comprehensive guide for students
and scholars in the fields of world history, Central Asian history, and Middle Eastern studies who are
seeking to understand the historical roles of Turkic peoples and their origins.

safavid dynasty history: The Safavid World Rudi Matthee, 2021-07-21 The Safavid World
brings together thirty chapters on many aspects of the complex Safavid state, 1501-1722. With the
latest insights and arguments, some offer overviews of the period or topic at hand, and others
present new interpretations of old questions based on newly found sources. In addition to political
history and religious life, the chapters in this volume cover economic conditions, commercial links
and activities, social relations, and artistic expressions. They do so in ways that stretch both the
temporal and geographical perimeters of the subject, and contributors also examine Safavid Iran
with an eye to both its Mongol and Timurid antecedents and its long afterlife following the fall of the
dynasty. Unlike traditional scholarship which tended to view the country as unique, sui generis, and
barely affected by the outside world, The Safavid World situates Iran in a wider, regional or global
context. Examining the Safavids from their foundations in the fourteenth century to their relations
with the rest of the world in the eighteenth century, this study is essential reading for
undergraduates, postgraduates, and scholars of the Safavid world and the history and culture of Iran
and the Middle East.

safavid dynasty history: A Companion to the History of the Middle East Youssef M. Choueiri,
2008-09-02 A Companion to the History of the Middle East offers a fresh account of the multifaceted
and multi-layered history of this region. A fresh account of the multifaceted and multi-layered history
of the Middle East Comprises 26 newly-commissioned essays by leading international scholars
Primarily focused on the modern and contemporary periods Covers religious, social, cultural,
economic, political and military history Treats the region as four differentiated political units - Iran,
Turkey, Israel and the Arab world Includes a section on current issues, such as oil, urban growth,
the role of women, and democratic human rights

safavid dynasty history: Concise History of Islam Muzaffar Husain Syed, Syed Saud Akhtar,
B D Usmani, 2011-09-14 In World History, History of Islam is a glorious chapter. In fact, Muslim
History involves the history of the Islamic faith as a religion and as a social institution. Through
various periods, Islam made many a long stride and its influence spread far-off over the globe. Apart
from religion, Muslims made considerable contribution in areas, like philosophy, literature, arts, law,
economy, science, medicine and commerce etc. At the academic level, Muslim philosophers,
educationists and experts of Islamic law have made great contributions. The evolution of Islam has
impacted the political, economic and military history of an enormous geographical region. A century
after the demise of Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh) the, Islamic empire extended from the Atlantic
Ocean in the west to Central Asia in the east. Islamic civilization gave rise to many centers of culture
and science and produced notable philosophers, scientists, astronomers, mathematicians, doctors
and nurses, during the Golden Age of Islam. In today's world, Islam is one of the major religions and
perhaps there is hardly any corner of the world, where Muslims are not found. History of Islam is a
vast subject. Here it is in a concise form. This modest work, a comprehensive book in one cover, is
an effort in the direction of recording the history of Islam in nutshell, authentically. This excellent
book is an asset for all scholars and academics in all spheres of learning.

safavid dynasty history: A Short History of the Ottoman Empire Renée Worringer, 2021 The
question of who were the Ottomans has occupied many scholars over the last hundred years. The
Ottoman Empire was a formidable force involved in European politics and commerce almost since its
inception; yet, despite its prominence, the Ottomans are often not emphasized in narratives of



medieval and early modern Europe. Beginning with an introduction to pre-Ottoman history, this
book traces the emergence of the Ottoman Empire from the Turkic migrations out of Central Asia to
their encounters with the Islamic world. It also explores the expansion of Ottoman rule not just into
the Middle East but into the Balkans and North Africa. Uncovering the strategies behind the
longevity of the Ottoman Empire, the author highlights the Empire's pragmatism and flexibility in
governing over vast territories and diverse peoples. Beautifully illustrated in full color throughout, A
Short History of the Ottoman Empire utilizes clear headings, themes, text boxes, primary source
translations, and maps to assist students in understanding the Empire's complex and lengthy
history.--
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