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ruby bridges biography chronicles the remarkable life of a young African American girl
whose courage became a pivotal moment in the American civil rights movement. Born in
the 1950s in New Orleans, Louisiana, Ruby Bridges became a symbol of desegregation
when she was just six years old. Her historic enrollment as the first African American
student in an all-white elementary school in the South challenged deeply rooted racial
segregation in education. This biography explores Ruby’s early life, the events leading to
her courageous act, the challenges she faced during and after integration, and her lasting
impact on civil rights and education reform. Through understanding Ruby Bridges’ story,
readers gain insight into the struggles and progress of racial equality in America. The
following sections will detail her early years, the historic integration, her later life
contributions, and her legacy today.

Early Life and Background

Historic School Integration

Challenges and Support

Later Life and Advocacy

Legacy and Impact

Early Life and Background
Ruby Nell Bridges was born on September 8, 1954, in Tylertown, Mississippi, but she was
raised in New Orleans, Louisiana. Her early childhood was shaped by the segregated
society of the American South during the Jim Crow era. Ruby was the eldest daughter of
Abon and Lucille Bridges, who were determined to provide her with educational
opportunities equal to those of white children. Despite the pervasive racial discrimination,
her parents emphasized the importance of education and hope for a better future. Ruby
attended all-black schools before her historic integration into the all-white William Frantz
Elementary School in 1960.

Historic School Integration
Ruby Bridges’ biography is most famously marked by her role in the desegregation of
public schools in the United States, following the landmark 1954 Supreme Court decision in
Brown v. Board of Education, which declared segregation in public schools unconstitutional.
In 1960, at age six, Ruby was selected to attend the previously all-white William Frantz
Elementary School in New Orleans. This made her the first African American child to
integrate an all-white school in the Deep South.



Selection Process
The process to select Ruby was rigorous. She and other African American children passed a
series of tests to determine eligibility for integration. Ruby was the only child chosen to
attend William Frantz Elementary. Her bravery was supported by her family and the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), who played an
important role in facilitating this transition.

First Day at School
Ruby’s first day of school on November 14, 1960, was met with violent protests and threats
from white segregationists. Marshals escorted her to school every day for safety. Despite
the hostility, Ruby remained composed and continued attending school. Her perseverance
under such extreme pressure has become a symbol of courage in the face of injustice.

Challenges and Support
The period following Ruby Bridges’ enrollment was marked by intense challenges, both for
her and her family. The social climate was hostile, and Ruby faced isolation and threats
daily. Many white parents withdrew their children from the school in protest, and Ruby
spent her first year being taught alone by her teacher, Barbara Henry, the only teacher
willing to teach her.

Community Reaction
The reaction in New Orleans was polarized. While many white citizens vehemently opposed
integration, African American communities and civil rights activists supported Ruby’s
bravery and the fight for equal education. Her family also endured economic and social
hardships due to their stand against segregation.

Role of Barbara Henry
Barbara Henry played a crucial role during Ruby’s first year at William Frantz Elementary.
As the only teacher who agreed to teach Ruby, Henry provided a nurturing environment
and academic support that helped Ruby succeed academically despite the turmoil
surrounding her attendance. Their relationship remains an inspiring example of dedication
and solidarity.

Later Life and Advocacy
After her historic first year, Ruby Bridges continued her education in integrated schools and
eventually graduated from high school. She went on to lead a life dedicated to advocacy
and education. Ruby Bridges became a civil rights activist, speaker, and author, sharing her
story to educate future generations about the struggle for racial equality.



Career and Education
Ruby Bridges pursued higher education and graduated from college. She worked as a travel
agent and later focused on community activism. Her biography includes her lifelong
commitment to promoting tolerance and understanding through education and dialogue.

Activism and Public Speaking
Ruby has spoken at numerous events and institutions about her experiences and the
importance of civil rights. She founded the Ruby Bridges Foundation in 1999, which focuses
on eliminating racism and promoting equal opportunities in education. Her advocacy work
continues to inspire individuals and communities nationwide.

Legacy and Impact
Ruby Bridges’ biography is a testament to the impact one individual can have on society.
Her courage in integrating William Frantz Elementary School helped pave the way for
further desegregation efforts and civil rights advancements. Her story has been
immortalized in books, films, and art, ensuring her legacy endures.

Honors and Recognition
Ruby Bridges has received numerous awards and honors acknowledging her role in civil
rights history, including:

Presidential Citizens Medal

Induction into the National Women’s Hall of Fame

Numerous honorary degrees from universities

Museums and schools named in her honor

Cultural Influence
Her story has been featured in children’s literature, documentaries, and paintings, such as
the famous Norman Rockwell painting "The Problem We All Live With," which depicts Ruby’s
walk to school. These cultural representations have helped educate millions about the
struggles and progress of civil rights in America.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ruby Bridges?
Ruby Bridges is an American civil rights activist known for being the first African American
child to desegregate an all-white elementary school in the South in 1960.

When and where was Ruby Bridges born?
Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, 1954, in Tylertown, Mississippi, USA.

What significant event is Ruby Bridges known for in her
biography?
Ruby Bridges is known for being the first African American student to attend William Frantz
Elementary School in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1960, during the desegregation of public
schools.

How old was Ruby Bridges when she integrated William
Frantz Elementary School?
Ruby Bridges was six years old when she integrated William Frantz Elementary School.

What challenges did Ruby Bridges face during the
integration of her school?
Ruby Bridges faced hostility, threats, and protests from segregationists while attending the
previously all-white school, and she was escorted by federal marshals for her safety.

What impact did Ruby Bridges have on the Civil Rights
Movement?
Ruby Bridges became a symbol of the struggle for civil rights and school desegregation,
inspiring change and raising awareness about racial equality in education.

Additional Resources
1. Through My Eyes
This autobiography by Ruby Bridges offers an intimate look at her experiences as the first
African American child to integrate an all-white elementary school in the South. Ruby
shares her personal thoughts, feelings, and challenges during this pivotal moment in the
Civil Rights Movement. The book provides insight into her courage and the support she
received from her family and community.

2. Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story



In this children’s book, Ruby Bridges recounts her journey as a young girl who bravely
attended William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans. The narrative is simple and
accessible, making it ideal for young readers learning about racial integration and equality.
The book teaches lessons of bravery, hope, and resilience.

3. The Story of Ruby Bridges
Written by Robert Coles, this biography details Ruby’s historic first day at an all-white
school and the social turmoil that followed. The book highlights the importance of education
and the fight against racial segregation. It includes photographs and first-person accounts
to deepen readers’ understanding.

4. Ruby: The Courage of Ruby Bridges
This beautifully illustrated book by Robert Coles and George Ford celebrates Ruby’s bravery
and the impact of her actions on civil rights. It emphasizes themes of courage, kindness,
and perseverance. The narrative is suitable for elementary school students, accompanied
by vibrant artwork.

5. Ruby Bridges: A Brave Pioneer
This biography explores Ruby Bridges’ role in the desegregation of American schools and
her lasting legacy. It covers her early life, the challenges she faced during integration, and
her later work as an advocate for children’s rights. The book aims to inspire young readers
to stand up for justice.

6. My Name Is Ruby Bridges
Ruby Bridges and her co-author share her story in a heartfelt and straightforward manner
for young audiences. The book highlights the importance of friendship, courage, and
standing up against discrimination. It also includes a section on Ruby’s life after the events
of school integration.

7. Ruby Bridges and the Integration of American Schools
This book provides a broader historical context for Ruby Bridges’ experience by examining
the Civil Rights Movement and school desegregation across the United States. It combines
Ruby’s personal story with educational content about segregation laws and court rulings.
The text is designed for middle-grade readers.

8. Ruby Bridges: First to Integrate an All-White School
This biography focuses on Ruby’s pioneering role in American history and the challenges
she encountered as a six-year-old child. It discusses the social and political climate of the
1960s and the significance of her integration. The book aims to educate readers about
racial equality and civil rights.

9. Ruby Bridges: The Little Girl Who Changed America
This inspirational biography highlights Ruby’s courage and the transformative effects of her
actions on American society. It includes anecdotes from Ruby’s life and reflections on the
importance of tolerance and acceptance. The book is suitable for young readers and
educators teaching about civil rights.
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  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story Ruby Bridges,
2016-05-31 The extraordinary true story of Ruby Bridges, the first Black child to integrate a New
Orleans school -- now with simple text for young readers! In 1960, six-year-old Ruby Bridges walked
through an angry crowd and into a school, changing history. This is the true story of an
extraordinary little girl who became the first Black person to attend an all-white elementary school
in New Orleans. With simple text and historical photographs, this easy reader explores an amazing
moment in history and celebrates the courage of a young girl who stayed strong in the face of
racism.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges: A Talk with My Teacher Ruby Bridges, 2025-01-07
Acclaimed civil rights icon, Ruby Bridges, shares the touching tale of reuniting with the first-grade
teacher who changed her life, Mrs. Henry. Once again, you have shown me that you never get too
old to learn. Teaching really is the noblest of professions. When Ruby Bridges was only six years old,
she made history by being the first Black child to integrate William Frantz Elementary School. She
became best friends with her teacher, Mrs. Henry. Excited to come back for her second year, Ruby
is soon devastated to learn that Mrs. Henry isn't her second-grade teacher. Where did Mrs. Henry
go? Can Ruby ever reconnect with her favorite teacher? A love letter to teachers who hold the power
to change lives, Ruby Bridges: A Talk with My Teacher illuminates the lasting impact that the best of
teachers can have on the lives of their students. Trudy Tran's emotive rendering of Ruby Bridges
from childhood to adulthood brings new life to this heartwarming story of a reunion between two
long lost best friends.
  ruby bridges biography: Through My Eyes: Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, 2017-03-28 In
November 1960, all of America watched as a tiny six-year-old black girl, surrounded by federal
marshals, walked through a mob of screaming segregationists and into her school. An icon of the
civil rights movement, Ruby Bridges chronicles each dramatic step of this pivotal event in history
through her own words.
  ruby bridges biography: The Story of Ruby Bridges Arlisha Norwood Alston, 2021-07-20
Discover the life of Ruby Bridges—a story about bravery and breaking down barriers for kids ages 6
to 9 Ruby Bridges was the first Black student to attend an all-white public school in the southern
United States. Before she helped desegregate schools and change the course of history, she was a
happy girl who helped take care of her younger siblings and loved to play outside. Her life changed
when she was chosen to attend William Frantz Elementary, where she became a civil rights leader at
a very young age. Explore how Ruby went from being a thoughtful girl growing up in Mississippi to a
national leader in the fight for equality. Independent reading—This Ruby Bridges biography is
broken down into short chapters and simple language so kids 6 to 9 can read and learn on their own.
Critical thinking—Kids will learn the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How of Ruby's life, find
definitions of new words, discussion questions, and more. A lasting legacy—Find out how Ruby
Bridges made the world a better place for future generations, including you! How will Ruby's
courage inspire you? Discover activists, artists, and athletes, and more from all across history with
the rest of The Story Of series, including famous figures like: Sojourner Truth, Martin Luther King
Jr., John Lewis, Jackie Robinson, and Barack Obama.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Madeline Donaldson, 2009 A biography of Ruby
Bridges, the first African American student to attend William Frantz Public School in New Orleans
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and the subject of a 1964 Norman Rockwell painting.
  ruby bridges biography: I Am Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, 2022-09-06 Ruby Bridges tells her
story as never before and shares the events of the momentous day in 1960 when Ruby became the
first Black child to integrate the all-white William Franz Elementary as a six year old little girl -- a
personal and intimate look through a child's lens at a landmark moment in our Civil Rights history.
My work will be precious. I will bridge the gap between Black & white... ...and hopefully all people! I
suppose some things in life are just meant to be. When Ruby Bridges was six years old, she became
the first Black child to integrate the all-white William Frantz Elementary in Louisiana. Based on the
pivotal events that happened in 1960 and told from her point of view, this is a poetic reflection on
her experience that changed the face of history and the trajectory of the Civil Rights movement. I
Am Ruby Bridges offers hope and confidence to all children. It is the perfect learning tool for schools
and libraries to teach the story of Ruby Bridges and introduce this landmark story to young readers
in a powerful new way. This story of innocence and courage is brought to life by NAACP-nominated
artist, Nikkolas Smith through stunning and breath-taking illustrations. Embracing the meaning of
her name, Bridges reflects with poignancy and heart on the way one brave little girl stood proud to
help build a bridge between all people and pave the path for future generations.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Simone T. Ribke, 2019 Provides a simple introduction
to the life of Ruby Bridges and how Bridges stood up against racism and hatred to help integrate
Louisiana's school system.
  ruby bridges biography: Through My Eyes Ruby Bridges, 1999 Ruby Bridges recounts the
story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the integration of her school in New Orleans in 1960.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Jeri S. Cipriano, 2020 Ruby Bridges just wanted to go to
a good school. She did not ask to be a hero, but she knew how to be strong. Her bravery made it
possible for classrooms today to be safe places for children of all races.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Jeri Cipriano, 2020-01-01 Ruby Bridges just wanted to
go to a good school. She did not ask to be a hero, but she knew how to be strong. Her bravery made
it possible for classrooms today to be safe places for children of all races.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges (Rookie Biographies) Simone T. Ribke, 2015 A
biography on Ruby Bridges and how she stood up against racism and hatred to help integrate
Louisiana's school system.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Martha London, 2019-08-01 Get to know the life and
legacy of Ruby Bridges. Vivid photographs and easy-to-read text give early readers an engaging and
age-appropriate look at her brave role in ending segregation during the Civil Rights Movement.
Features include sidebars, a table of contents, two infographics, Making Connections questions, a
glossary, and an index. QR Codes in the book give readers access to book-specific resources to
further their learning. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards.
DiscoverRoo is an imprint of Pop!, a division of ABDO.
  ruby bridges biography: Let's Read About-- Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, Grace Maccarone,
2003 Ruby Bridges was born during the time of segregation in the South. In 1960, she made history
when she attended an all-white school. Follow her story and learn why we still celebrate her courage
today.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges M. Michelle Derosier, 2019 Ruby Bridges was just six
years old when she was chosen to be the first (and only) black child in the all-white William Frantz
Elementary School. At the time, Ruby was too young to understand how the simple act of attending
school would change the lives of many to come. Her courageous act left the legacy that given a
chance, anyone at any age can make a difference in the world.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Yahia Press, 2025-03 Ruby was the eldest of five
children born to Abon and Lucille Bridges. Her family moved to New Orleans when she was four
years old, seeking better opportunities. Despite her young age, Ruby spent much of her time caring
for her siblings while enjoying simple pleasures like playing jump rope, climbing trees, and playing
softball. In 1960, at just six years old, Ruby's parents responded to a request from the National



Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) to volunteer her for the integration of
New Orleans schools. Though her father initially hesitated, her mother insisted that this step was
necessary not only for Ruby but for all African American children seeking equal education.
  ruby bridges biography: This Is Your Time Ruby Bridges, 2020-11-10 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • CBC KIDS’ BOOK CHOICE AWARD WINNER Civil rights icon Ruby Bridges—who, at
the age of six, was the first black child to integrate into an all-white elementary school in New
Orleans—inspires readers and calls for action in this moving letter. Her elegant, memorable gift
book is especially uplifting in the wake of Kamala Harris making US history as the first female, first
Black, and first South Asian vice president–elect. Written as a letter from civil rights activist and
icon Ruby Bridges to the reader, This Is Your Time is both a recounting of Ruby’s experience as a
child who had to be escorted to class by federal marshals when she was chosen to be one of the first
black students to integrate into New Orleans’ all-white public school system and an appeal to
generations to come to effect change. This beautifully designed volume features photographs from
the 1960s and from today, as well as stunning jacket art from The Problem We All Live With, the
1964 painting by Norman Rockwell depicting Ruby’s walk to school. Ruby’s honest and impassioned
words, imbued with love and grace, serve as a moving reminder that “what can inspire tomorrow
often lies in our past.” This Is Your Time will electrify people of all ages as the struggle for liberty
and justice for all continues and the powerful legacy of Ruby Bridges endures.
  ruby bridges biography: The Story of Ruby Bridges Robert Coles, 2010-11-01 The
inspirational true story of Ruby Bridges. The year is 1960, and six-year-old Ruby Bridges and her
family have recently moved from Mississippi to New Orleans in search of a better life. When a judge
orders Ruby to attend first grade at William Frantz Elementary, an all-white school, Ruby must face
angry mobs of parents who refuse to send their children to school with her. Told with Robert Coles'
powerful narrative and dramatically illustrated by George Ford, Ruby's story of courage, faith, and
hope continues to resonate more than 60 years later.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Kelisa Wing, 2023 This biography for early readers
examines the life of Ruby Bridges, the first African American student to integrate a school, in a
simple, age-appropriate way that helps young readers develop word recognition and reading skills.
Includes table of contents, author biography, timeline, glossary, index, and other informative
backmatter. The My Itty-Bitty Bio series celebrates diversity, covering women and men from a range
of backgrounds and professions including immigrants and individuals with disabilities.
  ruby bridges biography: Ruby Bridges Biography and Tolerance Activities , 2014 The
Story of Ruby Bridges is an excellent story in teaching tolerance. In this unit: Text Features of
Biographies Find Someone Who¿̐ư The Story of Ruby Bridges organizer Ruby Bridges Character
Traits Cause and Effect Timeline of Daily Routine A Day in Rub The Story of Ruby Bridges is an
excellent story in teaching tolerance. In this unit: Text Features of Biographies Find Someone Who...
The Story of Ruby Bridges organizer Ruby Bridges Character Traits Cause and Effect Timeline of
Daily Routine A Day in Ruby's Slippers writing activity Vocabulary and meanings Sequence of events
My Self-Portrait 0́3 Students can complete activity after reading Shades of Black: A Celebration of
Our Children by Sandra Pinkney Match Up Labeling 0́3 goes with the 3 sets picture cards Who Can
Play? (Activity to Introduce the biography) What's the Difference 0́3 Whole group activity Inside and
Out 0́3 Whole group activity Question cards for small group discussions (How would you feel?)
Flip-flap book Picture cards (goes with Match Up Labeling) Compare and Contrast Visit my shop,
Sweet Integrations...With a Taste of Technology, at Teacher's Notebook.Or view this product, Ruby
Bridges Biography and Tolerance Activities.
  ruby bridges biography: The Story of Ruby Bridges Robert Coles, 2004-05 For months
six-year-old Ruby Bridges must confront the hostility of white parents when she becomes the first
African American girl to integrate Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans in 1960.
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