religious beliefs of founding fathers

religious beliefs of founding fathers have long been a subject of scholarly interest and public
curiosity. The spiritual views held by these influential leaders played a significant role in shaping the
early political and cultural landscape of the United States. Despite common misconceptions, the
religious convictions of the founding fathers were diverse, ranging from orthodox Christianity to
more deist and even unorthodox beliefs. Understanding their varied faith perspectives provides
valuable insight into the foundation of American principles such as religious freedom, the separation
of church and state, and the moral underpinnings of governance. This article explores the religious
beliefs of founding fathers, their personal faiths, and how these influenced the framing of the
Constitution and the nation's early policies. It also addresses common myths and clarifies how
religion interplayed with politics during the nation's inception. The following sections will delve into
the religious affiliations, personal philosophies, and the impact of these beliefs on the fledgling
republic.

e Overview of Religious Affiliations Among Founding Fathers
e Deism and Its Influence on the Founding Fathers

e Christian Beliefs and Practices of Key Founders

e Religion and the Framing of the Constitution

e Common Misconceptions About Founding Fathers’ Faith

e Legacy of the Founders’ Religious Beliefs in Modern America

Overview of Religious Affiliations Among Founding
Fathers

The religious beliefs of founding fathers were not monolithic but reflected a spectrum of faith
traditions and philosophical outlooks. While many founders identified as Christians, their
denominational affiliations varied widely, including Anglicanism, Presbyterianism, and
Congregationalism. Several prominent figures such as Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin
identified more with deist principles, emphasizing reason and natural law over orthodox doctrine.
This diversity influenced the early republic’s commitment to religious liberty and pluralism.
Recognizing the complex religious landscape among the founders is essential in understanding the
nuanced role of faith in the nation's founding.

Christian Denominations Represented

Many founding fathers were affiliated with mainstream Protestant denominations prevalent in
colonial America. Anglicanism, as the established church in several colonies, counted adherents like



George Washington. Presbyterianism and Congregationalism also had strong followings among
leaders such as John Witherspoon and Samuel Adams. These denominations emphasized scriptural
authority, moral conduct, and community worship, shaping the founders’ worldview and public
rhetoric.

Deism and Rational Religion

Deism significantly influenced some of the most prominent founding fathers. Deists believed in a
Creator who established natural laws but rejected supernatural revelation and miracles. Thomas
Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin are notable for their deistic tendencies, advocating a rational
approach to religion that emphasized ethics and human reason. This belief system diverged from
traditional Christianity but still acknowledged a divine moral order.

Deism and Its Influence on the Founding Fathers

Deism played a crucial role in the intellectual environment of the 18th century and the religious
beliefs of founding fathers. Deists advocated for a God who created the universe but did not
intervene in human affairs, emphasizing the use of reason and observation to understand the natural
world. This philosophy deeply influenced the founders’ approach to governance, law, and individual
liberty. Deism also encouraged skepticism toward organized religion, promoting religious tolerance
and the separation of church and state.

Key Deist Founders

Several founding fathers are frequently identified as deists, including Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin, and John Adams. Jefferson famously created his own version of the Bible, excising miracles
and supernatural elements to focus on Jesus’ moral teachings. Franklin’s writings reveal a strong
belief in providence and moral order but a rejection of orthodox dogma. John Adams, while more
traditionally religious, also expressed deistic views, particularly in his emphasis on natural law and
reason.

Impact of Deism on American Political Thought

The deistic beliefs of some founders contributed to the development of a political system that valued
reason, liberty, and the rule of law over religious authority. This outlook supported the drafting of
the Constitution with its emphasis on individual rights and the establishment of a secular
government. The influence of deism helped ensure that the new nation would not impose a state
religion, fostering a climate of religious freedom and diversity.

Christian Beliefs and Practices of Key Founders

While deism was influential, many founding fathers maintained active Christian faiths and practices.
Their religious beliefs shaped their moral perspectives and public service ethos. Christianity
provided a framework for understanding justice, governance, and human rights. The following



founders exemplify the range of Christian beliefs among the early American leadership.

George Washington

George Washington was an Anglican who regularly attended church and valued Christian morality.
He often invoked Providence in his writings and speeches, expressing a belief in divine guidance.
However, Washington’s personal faith was pragmatic and inclusive, reflecting a commitment to
religious tolerance and unity among a diverse populace.

John Witherspoon

John Witherspoon, a Presbyterian minister and signer of the Declaration of Independence, was
deeply committed to Calvinist theology. His religious convictions influenced his advocacy for
education and civic virtue. Witherspoon'’s faith underscored the importance of moral responsibility in
leadership and governance.

Samuel Adams

Samuel Adams was a devout Congregationalist whose religious beliefs fueled his passionate
commitment to liberty and republican principles. He saw the cause of American independence as
intertwined with a divine mission to uphold justice and liberty. Adams’s faith motivated his political
activism and advocacy for moral governance.

Religion and the Framing of the Constitution

The religious beliefs of founding fathers significantly informed the framing of the United States
Constitution, particularly in establishing principles of religious freedom and the separation of church
and state. The Constitution itself is notably secular, refraining from endorsing any religion, which
reflects the founders’ desire to protect religious liberty and avoid sectarian conflict.

First Amendment and Religious Freedom

The First Amendment, which prohibits Congress from making laws respecting an establishment of
religion or prohibiting its free exercise, embodies the founders’ commitment to religious liberty. This
provision was influenced by the diverse religious convictions of the founders and their experiences
with religious persecution under British rule. It ensures that the government remains neutral on
matters of faith.

Secular Language in Founding Documents

The founding documents, including the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, employ
language that emphasizes universal principles rather than sectarian religious doctrine. While
references to a Creator or Providence appear, they are generally broad and inclusive, allowing



citizens of various faiths or none to find common ground. This approach reflects the pluralistic
religious landscape of the new nation.

Common Misconceptions About Founding Fathers’
Faith

Numerous myths and oversimplifications surround the religious beliefs of founding fathers, often
used to advance particular ideological agendas. It is important to distinguish historical fact from
popular misconception to gain an accurate understanding of their faith and its role in American
history.

Myth: All Founding Fathers Were Devout Christians

While many founders identified as Christians, not all adhered to orthodox beliefs or regular church
attendance. Figures like Jefferson and Franklin espoused deist ideas that diverged significantly from
traditional Christianity. The religious landscape was far more complex than a uniform Christian
orthodoxy.

Myth: The United States Was Founded as a Christian Nation

The founding fathers intentionally designed the government to avoid establishing a national religion.
The Constitution’s secular framework, including the First Amendment, reflects a deliberate choice to
protect religious freedom and prevent religious domination. The phrase "Christian Nation" is not
supported by the constitutional text or the diverse beliefs of the founders.

Myth: Religion Played No Role in the Founding

Religion profoundly influenced the moral and philosophical thinking of the founders, even among
those with deist beliefs. Concepts of natural law, justice, and human rights were often framed within
a religious or quasi-religious context. The founders’ religious beliefs shaped their vision for a just
and free society.

Legacy of the Founders’ Religious Beliefs in Modern
America

The religious beliefs of founding fathers continue to impact American society and politics today.
Their commitment to religious liberty and moral governance remains central to national identity and
legal frameworks. Understanding their faith traditions helps illuminate ongoing debates about
church and state, religious freedom, and the role of religion in public life.



Enduring Principles of Religious Liberty

The founders’ insistence on protecting religious freedom laid the foundation for a pluralistic society
where diverse beliefs coexist. The constitutional protections they established have enabled the
United States to become a beacon of religious tolerance and diversity.

Influence on American Political and Moral Thought

The religious and philosophical ideas of the founders continue to influence American political
discourse. Their emphasis on morality, justice, and individual rights rooted in a belief in a higher law
informs contemporary understandings of citizenship and governance.

Continued Debate and Interpretation

The religious beliefs of the founding fathers are often debated in legal and political arenas,
reflecting the ongoing importance of their legacy. Interpretations vary regarding the founders’
intentions and the application of their principles to modern issues, demonstrating the enduring
relevance of their faith perspectives.

1. Diversity of Religious Beliefs Among the Founders
2. Impact of Deism on Governance and Law

3. Christian Influence on Founding Principles

4. Constitutional Protections for Religious Freedom
5. Myths Versus Historical Realities

6. Legacy in Contemporary America

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the predominant religious beliefs of the Founding
Fathers of the United States?

The Founding Fathers held a variety of religious beliefs, ranging from traditional Christianity to
Deism. Many identified as Christians, but several, like Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin,
were influenced by Deist principles emphasizing reason and morality without orthodox religious
dogma.



Did the Founding Fathers intend to establish a Christian
nation?

While many Founding Fathers were Christians, they did not explicitly intend to establish a Christian
nation. They emphasized religious freedom and the separation of church and state, as reflected in
the First Amendment, to ensure that no single religion would dominate government.

How did Thomas Jefferson’s religious beliefs influence the
founding documents?

Thomas Jefferson was a Deist who valued reason and moral teachings of Jesus but rejected
supernatural aspects of Christianity. His beliefs influenced the emphasis on religious freedom and
the separation of church and state, notably in the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom and the
phrase 'wall of separation between church and state.'

Were any Founding Fathers atheists?

There is no strong historical evidence that any of the Founding Fathers were atheists. Although
some were skeptical of organized religion and supernatural claims, most believed in a higher power
or adhered to some form of Christian or Deist faith.

How did George Washington express his religious beliefs?

George Washington was an Anglican/Episcopalian who often referenced Providence and divine
guidance in his writings and speeches. He supported religious tolerance and the role of religion in
promoting morality, but he avoided endorsing any specific denomination.

What role did religion play in the writing of the Declaration of
Independence?

Religion played a role in the Declaration of Independence, as it references 'Nature's God' and
‘Creator’ to justify the colonies’ right to independence. These phrases reflect Deist influences,
emphasizing natural rights endowed by a higher power rather than specific religious doctrine.

How did James Madison’s views shape the Constitution’s
approach to religion?

James Madison, known as the 'Father of the Constitution,' advocated strongly for religious freedom
and the separation of church and state. He opposed government establishment of religion and
helped draft the First Amendment, which protects free exercise of religion and prohibits religious
tests for office.

Did the Founding Fathers' religious beliefs cause conflicts
during the formation of the United States?

Religious differences among the Founding Fathers sometimes led to debates, especially over the role
of religion in government. However, their shared commitment to religious liberty and tolerance



helped them create a framework that balanced diverse beliefs and prevented religious conflicts from
undermining the new nation.

Additional Resources

1. Founding Faith: How Our Founding Fathers Forged a Radical New Approach to Religious Liberty
This book explores the religious beliefs of America's founding fathers and how those convictions
influenced the creation of the Constitution. It delves into the complex relationship between personal
faith and public governance, highlighting the commitment to religious liberty. The author presents
detailed historical accounts showing how these beliefs shaped the nation's founding principles.

2. God and the Founders: Faith and the Making of the American Republic

"God and the Founders" examines the spiritual lives of key figures such as George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin. The book discusses how their varying religious
perspectives contributed to the ideological foundation of the United States. It provides insight into
the balance they sought between personal belief and political pragmatism.

3. The Religious Beliefs of America's Founding Fathers

This comprehensive study traces the diverse religious convictions among the founding fathers, from
orthodox Christianity to Deism. It analyzes letters, speeches, and personal writings to uncover their
sincere and often complex faith journeys. Readers gain a nuanced understanding of how religion
influenced their vision for the new nation.

4. Faith in the Founding Fathers: The Spiritual Lives Behind the Revolution

Focusing on the spiritual dimensions of the Revolutionary era, this book reveals how faith motivated
the founding fathers during the struggle for independence. It also highlights sermons, prayers, and
religious rhetoric that shaped revolutionary ideals. The narrative emphasizes the enduring impact of
these beliefs on American identity.

5. Deists and Christians: Religion in the Lives of the Founding Fathers

This work contrasts the differing religious philosophies held by the founding fathers, particularly the
prevalence of Deism and traditional Christianity. It explains how these belief systems influenced
their views on government, morality, and society. The book provides a balanced view of the
theological diversity that characterized early American leadership.

6. The Founders’ Bible: The Religious Writings That Shaped America

Highlighting the Bible's influence, this book compiles and interprets key scriptural references used
by the founding fathers. It argues that Biblical principles were foundational to their political and
ethical frameworks. The author also discusses how biblical literacy was common among early
American statesmen.

7. Religion and the American Revolution: The Faith of the Founding Fathers

This book explores how religious beliefs fueled the revolutionary spirit and justified the quest for
independence. It examines sermons, patriotic hymns, and personal reflections to illustrate the
intertwining of faith and politics. The author sheds light on how these spiritual undercurrents
shaped revolutionary leadership.

8. In God We Trusted: The Religious Beliefs of the Founding Fathers and Their Legacy
"In God We Trusted" traces the religious convictions of the founding generation and how those
beliefs influenced early American policies. It discusses the role of prayer, providence, and religious



symbolism in the nation's founding documents. The book also addresses debates about the
separation of church and state.

9. Faith and Liberty: The Role of Religion in the Founding of the United States

This title investigates the interplay between religious faith and the political ideals of liberty and
democracy. It highlights how the founding fathers negotiated the place of religion in public life while
ensuring freedom of conscience. The book offers a thoughtful examination of faith as both a personal
and national foundation.

Religious Beliefs Of Founding Fathers
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religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Religion of the Founding Fathers David Lynn
Holmes, 2003

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The ~AFaiths of the Founding Fathers David L.
Holmes, 2006-05-01 This compact book offers an illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our
founding fathers. It begins with an informative account of the religious culture of the late colonial
era, surveying the various groups in each colony, and then examines the individual beliefs of a
variety of men and women who loom large in our national history. Some, like Martha Washington,
Samuel Adams, John Jay, and Patrick Henry, held orthodox Christian views. But many of the most
influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a different
stripe.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: "In God We Trust" Norman Cousins, 1958

religious beliefs of founding fathers: In God We Trust the Religious Beliefs and Ideas of the
American Founding Fathers Norman Cousins, 2015-08-08 This work has been selected by scholars
as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works
have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this
work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and
we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Faiths of Our Fathers Alf Johnson Mapp (Jr.),
2005-07-07 In this book, the author cuts through historical uncertainty to accurately portray the
religious beliefs of 11 of America's founding fathers. (Motivation)

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Faith and Freedom Robert D. Gingrich, 2012-09-01 So,
what did America’s founders really believe about God, the Bible, and Christianity? Find out in Faith
and Freedom—The Founding Fathers in Their Own Words. This brand-new survey of the founders’
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beliefs provides easy-to-read biographical and historical details along with relevant quotations from
the speeches and writings of Patrick Henry, John Adams, George Washington, James Madison, Noah
Webster, Benjamin Franklin, and a half-dozen others. Often portrayed as either hostile to faith or
unbelieving in a personal God, the Founding Fathers of Faith and Freedom just might surprise you!

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders Gregg
L. Frazer, 2014-08-15 Were America's Founders Christians or deists? Conservatives and secularists
have taken each position respectively, mustering evidence to insist just how tall the wall separating
church and state should be. Now Gregg Frazer puts their arguments to rest in the first
comprehensive analysis of the Founders' beliefs as they themselves expressed them-showing that
today's political right and left are both wrong. Going beyond church attendance or public
pronouncements made for political ends, Frazer scrutinizes the Founders' candid declarations
regarding religion found in their private writings. Distilling decades of research, he contends that
these men were neither Christian nor deist but rather adherents of a system he labels theistic
rationalism, a hybrid belief system that combined elements of natural religion, Protestantism, and
reason-with reason the decisive element. Frazer explains how this theological middle ground
developed, what its core beliefs were, and how they were reflected in the thought of eight Founders:
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris, James
Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington. He argues convincingly that
Congregationalist Adams is the clearest example of theistic rationalism; that presumed deists
Jefferson and Franklin are less secular than supposed; and that even the famously taciturn
Washington adheres to this theology. He also shows that the Founders held genuinely religious
beliefs that aligned with morality, republican government, natural rights, science, and progress.
Frazer's careful explication helps readers better understand the case for revolutionary recruitment,
the religious references in the Declaration of Independence, and the religious elements-and lack
thereof-in the Constitution. He also reveals how influential clergymen, backing their theology of
theistic rationalism with reinterpreted Scripture, preached and published liberal democratic theory
to justify rebellion. Deftly blending history, religion, and political thought, Frazer succeeds in
showing that the American experiment was neither a wholly secular venture nor an attempt to
create a Christian nation founded on biblical principles. By showcasing the actual approach taken by
these key Founders, he suggests a viable solution to the twenty-first-century standoff over the
relationship between church and state-and challenges partisans on both sides to articulate their
visions for America on their own merits without holding the Founders hostage to positions they
never held.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The ~AFounding Fathers and the Debate over Religion
in Revolutionary America Matthew Harris, Thomas Kidd, 2011-11-14 Whether America was founded
as a Christian nation or as a secular republic is one of the most fiercely debated questions in
American history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd offer an authoritative examination of
the essential documents needed to understand this debate. The texts included in this volume -
writings and speeches from both well-known and obscure early American thinkers - show that
religion played a prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American Revolution.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Faith of Our Founding Fathers Tim LaHaye, LaHaye
Tim, 1996-06 Secular textbooks now fill our classrooms, while the Ten Commandments have been
removed from their walls. Is this the vision held by those who worked to found this nation? What
faith did our founding fathers truly believe and practice in their daily lives, and what does it really
matter for us? Were they God-fearing, Bible-believing Christians or simply enlightened Deists,
Transcendentalists, and Unitarians?

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Founding Fathers: Atheists? Deists? Are You Sure? Ray
Strobo, 2017-08-31 Whats this book about? It's about TRUTH. According to the Internet and the
media, the Founding Fathers were deists and atheists. That is NOT TRUE. The Historical Record is
clear: The Signers of the Declaration of Independence, an exemplar of the Founding Fathers, were,
for the most part, men of religious faith. The reader is directed to hundreds of historical references,




many accessible online, which tell us the TRUTH that none of the Signers of the Declaration were
publicly professing atheists and only a handful of them were ever publicly categorized as deists in
their day. (And most of those characterizations were NOT TRUE.) The author spent years
researching this subject and gathering data about the Signers from biographies, wills, magazine
articles, newspaper articles, personal correspondence, speeches, legislation, first-hand testimonials,
obituaries, eulogies, tombstone engravings, and character studies. The overall conclusion from these
sources is inescapable: Religion played a significant role in the private and public lives of most of
these patriots. (The religion of their day in the British North American colonies was Christianity.)
Meet these Signers for yourself, all 56 of them. See them as real people, ordinary men in many
cases, called on to do extraordinary things in the face of overwhelming odds. Hear them give credit
to the interposition of God as they overcame those odds. See TRUTH through their eyes and through
the eyes of people who knew them or researched them.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Faith and the Founders of the American Republic
Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark David Hall, 2014-05 Thirteen essays written by leading scholars explore
the impact of a rich variety of religious traditions on the political thought of America's founders.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in
America Frank Lambert, 2010-07-28 How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly
religious aspirations, come to be the first modern state whose commitment to the separation of
church and state was reflected in its constitution? Frank Lambert explains why this happened,
offering in the process a synthesis of American history from the first British arrivals through Thomas
Jefferson's controversial presidency. Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined
the place of religion in early America: what Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old
World ideas and dreams of building a City upon a Hill, and the Founding Fathers, who determined
the constitutional arrangement of religion in the new republic. While the former proselytized the one
true faith, the latter emphasized religious freedom over religious purity. Lambert locates this shift in
the mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by new dissenters, and
population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized by sectarian
competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found
sympathetic lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the free marketplace of
religion gained legal status as the Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate
colonies. To avoid discord in an increasingly pluralistic and contentious society, the Founders left
the religious arena free of government intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise for all.
Religious people and groups were also free to seek political influence, ensuring that religion's place
in America would always be a contested one, but never a state-regulated one. An engaging and
highly readable account of early American history, this book shows how religious freedom came to
be recognized not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all
Americans.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Founders on God and Government Daniel L.
Dreisbach, Mark D. Hall, Jeffry H. Morrison, 2004-10-08 In God We Trust? The separation of church
and state is a widely contested topic in the American political arena. Whether for or against,
debaters frequently base their arguments in the Constitution and the principles of the American
founding. However, Americans' perception of the founding has narrowed greatly over the years,
focusing on a handful of eminent statesmen. By exploring the work of nine founding fathers,
including often overlooked figures like John Carroll and George Mason, The Founders on God and
Government provides a more complete picture of America's origins. The contributors, all noted
scholars, examine the lives of individual founders and investigate the relationship between their
religious beliefs and political thought. Bringing together original documents and analytical essays,
this book is an excellent addition to the library of literature on the founding, and sheds new light on
religion's contributions to American civic culture.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Did the Religious Beliefs the Founding Fathers
Influence the Writing of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the



United States? F. Paul Haag, 1996

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Founders and the Bible Carl J. Richard, 2016-03-25
The religious beliefs of America’s founding fathers have been a popular and contentious subject for
recent generations of American readers. In The Founders and the Bible, historian Carl J. Richard
carefully examines the framers’ relationship with the Bible to assess the conflicting claims of those
who argue that they were Christians founding a Christian nation against those who see them as
Deists or modern secularists. Richard argues that it is impossible to understand the Founders
without understanding the Biblically infused society that produced them. They were steeped in a
biblical culture that pervaded their schools, homes, churches, and society. To show the fundamental
role of religious beliefs during the Founding and early years of the republic, Richard carefully
reconstructs the beliefs of 30 Founders; their lifelong engagements with Scripture; their
biblically-infused political rhetoric; their powerful beliefs in a divine Providence that protected them
and guided the young nation; their beliefs in the superiority of Christian ethics and in the necessity
of religion to republican government; their beliefs in spiritual equality, free will, and the afterlife;
their religious differences; the influence of their biblical conception of human nature on their
formulation of state and federal constitutions; and their use of biblical precedent to advance
religious freedom.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Faith of the Founders Edwin Scott Gaustad, 2004
Explores the religious beliefs of America's founding fathers and their influence on American history
and politics. Specifically addresses the philosophies of Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, and John Adams.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Founding Faith Steven Waldman, 2008-03-11 The
culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship freely. Many
activists on the right maintain that the United States was founded as a “Christian nation.” Many on
the left contend that the Founders were secular or Deist and that the First Amendment was designed
to boldly separate church and state throughout the land. None of these claims are true, argues
Beliefnet.com editor in chief Steven Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman narrates the
real story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new approach to religious liberty, a revolutionary
formula that promoted faith . . . by leaving it alone. This fast-paced narrative begins with earlier
settlers’ stunningly unsuccessful efforts to create a Christian paradise, and concludes with the
presidencies of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison, during which the men who had devised
lofty principles regarding the proper relationship between church and state struggled to practice
what they’d preached. We see how religion helped cause, and fuel, the Revolutionary War, and how
the surprising alliance between Enlightenment philosophers such as Jefferson and Madison and
evangelical Christians resulted in separation of church and state. As the drama unfolds, Founding
Faith vividly describes the religious development of five Founders. Benjamin Franklin melded the
morality-focused Puritan theology of his youth and the reason-based Enlightenment philosophy of his
adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on religion-hatred of the Church of England and Roman
Catholics-stoked his revolutionary fervor and shaped his political strategy. George Washington came
to view religious tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to
“rescue” Jesus, in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it was James Madison-the tactical leader of the
battle for religious freedom-who crafted an integrated vision of how to prevent tyranny while
encouraging religious vibrancy. The spiritual custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role
of religion in America continues today. Waldman provocatively argues that neither side in the
culture war has accurately depicted the true origins of the First Amendment. He sets the record
straight, revealing the real history of religious freedom to be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and
inspiring. An interactive library of the key writings by the Founding Father, on separation of church
and state, personal faith, and religious liberty can be found at www.beliefnet.com/foundingfaith.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Religious Beliefs of the Founding Fathers
Dallin F. Hardy, Weber State University. Department of History, 2005

religious beliefs of founding fathers: The Founding Fathers And The Place Of Religion In




America , 2008 How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly religious aspirations,
come to be the first modern state whose commitment to the separation of church and state was
reflected in its constitution? Frank Lambert explains why this happened, offering in the process a
synthesis of American history from the first British arrivals through Thomas Jefferson's controversial
presidency. Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined the place of religion in
early America: what Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old World ideas and dreams of
building a City upon a Hill, and the Founding Fathers, who determined the constitutional
arrangement of religion in the new republic. While the former proselytized the one true faith, the
latter emphasized religious freedom over religious purity. Lambert locates this shift in the
mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by new dissenters, and
population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized by sectarian
competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found
sympathetic lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the free marketplace of
religion gained legal status as the Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate
colonies. To avoid discord in an increasingly pluralistic and contentious society, the Founders left
the religious arena free of government intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise for all.
Religious people and groups were also free to seek political influence, ensuring that religion's place
in America would always be a contested one, but never a state-regulated one. An engaging and
highly readable account of early American history, this book shows how religious freedom came to
be recognized not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all
Americans.

religious beliefs of founding fathers: Ten Tortured Words Stephen Mansfield, 2007-06-10 In
the steamy summer of 1787, as America's founding fathers fashioned their Constitution, they told
the most powerful institution in their new nation what it must not do: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion. Few Americans understand the miracle in world history
these ten words represent. For the first time in human experience, the legislative power of a nation
was forbidden from legislating the conscience of man. And for over one hundred and fifty years,
religion flourished, institutions of faith multiplied, and revivals transformed whole communities. Th
elected representatives of the people often called for days of prayer, recognizing that religion is
essential to national character. So what happened? Why is it that today a cross-shaped memorial or
a religious symbol in a city seal is considered a violation of the Constitution? Why are pastors
threatened if they speak out about politics and children kept from even asking about religion in the
public schools? Ten Tortured Words separates historical fact from fiction, illuminating the events
and personalities that shaped the writing of the Establishment Clause. In his straightforward,
award-winning style, cultural historian Stephen Mansfield interprets the societal shifts that have led
to the current rift between religion and politics, and takes a surprising look at what lies ahead for
freedom of religion in America.
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