philosophical humanism

philosophical humanism represents a profound intellectual tradition that
emphasizes the value, dignity, and agency of human beings. Rooted in
classical antiquity and revitalized during the Renaissance, philosophical
humanism centers on reason, ethics, and human potential as foundational
elements for understanding existence and guiding moral conduct. This
worldview advocates for a rational, secular approach to human life, focusing
on human welfare and the capacity for self-improvement without reliance on
supernatural beliefs. By exploring the origins, core principles, and modern
implications of philosophical humanism, this article provides a comprehensive
overview of its enduring significance. Key themes include its historical
development, ethical frameworks, contributions to education and culture, and
its role in contemporary philosophical discourse. The following table of
contents outlines the main areas covered to facilitate a structured
exploration of philosophical humanism.
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Historical Origins of Philosophical Humanism

The roots of philosophical humanism can be traced back to ancient Greek and
Roman thought, where early philosophers emphasized the importance of human
reason and individual potential. During the Renaissance, humanism was revived
as a cultural and intellectual movement, promoting the study of classical
texts and encouraging a focus on human achievements and the natural world.
This revival marked a significant shift away from medieval scholasticism and
theological dominance, fostering a spirit of inquiry and secularism.
Influential figures such as Petrarch and Erasmus championed the value of
education and the study of humanities as means to cultivate virtue and
wisdom. Over time, philosophical humanism evolved to encompass broader
concerns about human dignity, autonomy, and the capacity for moral and
intellectual growth.



Classical Foundations

Philosophical humanism originated in ancient philosophical traditions that
celebrated human rationality and ethical inquiry. Thinkers like Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle laid the groundwork by exploring human nature, virtue,
and the pursuit of knowledge. Their emphasis on reason as a tool for
understanding life and achieving eudaimonia (flourishing) profoundly
influenced later humanist thought.

The Renaissance Revival

The Renaissance era marked a pivotal moment for philosophical humanism, as
scholars rediscovered classical literature and emphasized human-centered
learning. This period fostered an appreciation for individual creativity,
critical thinking, and secular knowledge, which challenged the prevailing
religious dogmas of the Middle Ages and paved the way for modern humanism.

Core Principles and Beliefs

Philosophical humanism is grounded in several fundamental principles that
highlight the inherent worth and potential of human beings. Central to these
beliefs is the conviction that humans possess reason and moral capacity,
enabling them to shape their own destinies and contribute positively to
society. It advocates for a secular worldview that prioritizes empirical
evidence and rational thought over supernatural explanations. Additionally,
philosophical humanism underscores the importance of human rights, freedom,
and the pursuit of happiness as essential components of a meaningful life.
This framework encourages critical inquiry, empathy, and a commitment to
social justice as expressions of human dignity.

Emphasis on Reason and Empiricism

Reason is the cornerstone of philosophical humanism, serving as the primary
means through which individuals understand the world and make ethical
decisions. Empirical observation and scientific methods are valued for their
ability to provide reliable knowledge, fostering a mindset that challenges
superstition and dogma.

Secularism and Human Autonomy

Philosophical humanism promotes a secular orientation, asserting that human
affairs should be guided by human values rather than religious doctrines.
This principle supports the autonomy of individuals to determine their own
beliefs and moral frameworks independent of external authorities.



Human Rights and Social Responsibility

Respect for human rights and a sense of social responsibility are integral to
philosophical humanism. It advocates for equality, justice, and the
protection of individual freedoms as essential to the flourishing of human
communities.

Philosophical Humanism and Ethics

Ethics within philosophical humanism centers on human welfare, dignity, and
the capacity for moral reasoning. Unlike ethical systems grounded in divine
command, philosophical humanism derives morality from human needs and
experiences. It emphasizes virtues such as compassion, integrity, and
fairness, highlighting the importance of ethical deliberation in promoting
the common good. Humanist ethics often align with utilitarian, existential,
and pragmatic approaches, focusing on maximizing well-being and authentic
living. This ethical perspective encourages individuals to act responsibly,
respecting others and fostering environments conducive to human development.

Human-Centered Moral Philosophy

Philosophical humanism advances a moral philosophy that places human
interests and values at the forefront. It rejects the notion that morality
requires supernatural justification, instead grounding ethical principles in
rational reflection and human empathy.

Virtue and Character Development

Developing virtuous character traits is a key concern within philosophical
humanism. Traits such as honesty, courage, and benevolence are cultivated to
enhance personal integrity and social harmony, reflecting the belief that
ethical behavior supports human flourishing.

Ethical Pluralism and Dialogue

Given the diversity of human experiences, philosophical humanism supports
ethical pluralism and intercultural dialogue. It encourages open discussion
and critical evaluation of moral values to address complex social issues
collaboratively.

Impact on Education and Culture

Philosophical humanism has profoundly influenced educational practices and
cultural development by championing the liberal arts and critical thinking.



It promotes education as a means to cultivate intellectual freedom,
creativity, and moral discernment. Humanist educators emphasize the study of
literature, history, philosophy, and the arts to nurture well-rounded
individuals capable of contributing meaningfully to society. Furthermore,
philosophical humanism has shaped cultural expressions by inspiring art,
literature, and public discourse that celebrate human experience and
challenge authoritarianism. This educational and cultural legacy continues to
inform contemporary approaches to pedagogy and civic engagement.

Humanism in Educational Philosophy

Educational systems influenced by philosophical humanism prioritize student-
centered learning and the development of critical faculties. This approach
encourages inquiry, dialogue, and the integration of ethical considerations
into curricula.

Cultural Contributions and the Arts

Philosophical humanism has inspired a rich tradition of artistic and literary
works that explore human nature, freedom, and creativity. These cultural
contributions reflect the humanist emphasis on individual expression and
social critique.

Promotion of Civic Virtue

By fostering critical awareness and ethical responsibility, philosophical
humanism supports the cultivation of civic virtues essential for democratic
societies, such as tolerance, participation, and respect for diversity.

Philosophical Humanism in Contemporary Thought

In the modern era, philosophical humanism continues to evolve, addressing new
challenges posed by technological advancements, globalization, and ethical
dilemmas. Contemporary humanists engage with issues such as human rights,
environmental sustainability, and bioethics, applying humanist principles to
promote human welfare in an interconnected world. The movement often
intersects with secularism, rationalism, and scientific inquiry, advocating
for policies and social frameworks that uphold human dignity and freedom.
Additionally, philosophical humanism influences debates on artificial
intelligence, genetic engineering, and digital ethics, emphasizing the
importance of ethical considerations that prioritize human well-being in
rapidly changing contexts.



Humanism and Secular Ethics Today

Modern philosophical humanism aligns with secular ethics, offering a
framework for moral reasoning independent of religious traditions. This
perspective supports pluralistic societies where diverse beliefs coexist
under shared humanist values.

Engagement with Global and Environmental Issues

Philosophical humanism addresses global concerns by advocating for
sustainable development, social justice, and respect for human rights
worldwide. It encourages a holistic view of human interconnectedness and
responsibility toward the planet.

Technological Advances and Ethical Challenges

The rapid development of technology presents new ethical challenges that

philosophical humanism seeks to navigate. Issues such as privacy, artificial
intelligence ethics, and biotechnology are examined through the lens of human

dignity and rational inquiry.

1. Emphasizes human reason and dignity

2. Advocates secular and empirical approaches

3. Focuses on ethical living and social responsibility
4. Influences education and cultural development

5. Addresses contemporary global and technological issues

Frequently Asked Questions

What is philosophical humanism?

Philosophical humanism is an ethical and philosophical stance that emphasizes
the value and agency of human beings, individually and collectively, often

rejecting supernaturalism and focusing on reason, human dignity, and the
importance of human welfare.

How does philosophical humanism differ from



religious humanism?

Philosophical humanism is primarily concerned with human values and ethics
based on reason and human experience without necessarily involving religious
beliefs, whereas religious humanism combines humanist ethical philosophy with
religious rituals and beliefs.

What are the core principles of philosophical
humanism?

Core principles include the belief in human dignity and worth, reliance on
reason and scientific inquiry, emphasis on human rights and social justice,
and commitment to ethical living without reliance on supernatural
explanations.

How does philosophical humanism address the meaning
of life?

Philosophical humanism suggests that meaning is derived from human
experiences, relationships, creativity, and the pursuit of knowledge and
ethical development, rather than from divine or supernatural sources.

Who are some key figures associated with
philosophical humanism?

Notable figures include Renaissance thinkers like Erasmus, Enlightenment
philosophers such as Immanuel Kant, and modern humanists like Carl Sagan and
Martha Nussbaum, who emphasize reason, ethics, and human welfare.

What role does reason play in philosophical
humanism?

Reason is central to philosophical humanism as the primary tool for
understanding the world, making ethical decisions, and improving human
conditions, rejecting dogma and superstition.

How does philosophical humanism influence
contemporary ethics?

Philosophical humanism influences contemporary ethics by promoting secular
morality based on human well-being, autonomy, and social responsibility
rather than religious doctrine.

Can philosophical humanism coexist with religious



beliefs?

Yes, some individuals integrate philosophical humanism with their religious
beliefs, focusing on shared values like compassion and justice while
interpreting religious teachings metaphorically rather than literally.

What is the significance of human rights in
philosophical humanism?

Human rights are fundamental in philosophical humanism as they protect human
dignity, freedom, and equality, reflecting the humanist commitment to
ensuring that all individuals have the opportunity to live fulfilling and
autonomous lives.

Additional Resources

1. Humanism: A Very Short Introduction

This concise book by Stephen Law offers an accessible overview of humanism,
exploring its history, principles, and relevance in the modern world. It
addresses how humanism emphasizes reason, ethics, and justice without
reliance on religious doctrines. The book also discusses the challenges
humanism faces today and how it can contribute to a meaningful life.

2. The Ethics of Humanism

Edited by Jerome Gellman, this collection of essays delves into the moral
philosophy underpinning humanism. It examines how humanist ethics prioritize
human welfare, autonomy, and rational thought. The book presents diverse
perspectives on how humanist values can guide personal and social decision-
making.

3. Humanism and Its Aspirations

Written by the American Humanist Association, this book outlines the core
ideals and goals of humanism. It emphasizes human dignity, scientific
inquiry, and the pursuit of happiness. The text serves as both a manifesto
and a philosophical guide for those interested in secular humanism.

4. The Philosophy of Humanism

Corliss Lamont’s seminal work explores the philosophical foundations of
humanism, including its metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics. The book
argues for a worldview grounded in reason and empirical evidence,
highlighting human potential and responsibility. Lamont provides a
comprehensive defense of humanism against religious and supernatural claims.

5. Living the Secular Life: New Answers to 0ld Questions

Phil Zuckerman investigates how secular humanists create meaning and morality
without religious belief. Through interviews and research, the book portrays
how humanism can offer fulfilling lives rooted in community, ethics, and
reason. It challenges the notion that religion is necessary for a moral and
purposeful existence.



6. Humanism as the Next Step: An Introduction to Ethical Humanist Religion
Published by the Ethical Culture movement, this book introduces ethical
humanism as a life stance that integrates humanist philosophy with communal
and spiritual practices. It discusses how humanism can foster ethical living
and social justice in a secular context. The text also explores the role of
rituals and traditions in humanist communities.

7. The Secular Humanist Declaration

This foundational document, authored by Paul Kurtz and others, articulates
the principles of secular humanism as a philosophical and ethical worldview.
It emphasizes reason, science, human rights, and secular governance. The
declaration has been influential in shaping modern humanist thought and
activism.

8. Humanism and Democratic Criticism

Written by Paul Kurtz, this book connects humanist philosophy with democratic
ideals and critical thinking. It argues that humanism supports open inquiry,
freedom of expression, and social progress. The work encourages readers to
apply humanist principles to contemporary political and cultural issues.

9. The Humanist Alternative: Some Definitions of Humanism

Edited by Edwin H. Wilson, this anthology compiles various definitions and
interpretations of humanism from prominent thinkers. It highlights the
diversity within humanist thought while underscoring common themes like
reason, ethics, and human dignity. The book serves as a valuable resource for
understanding the evolution and scope of humanist philosophy.
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philosophical humanism: The Philosophy of Humanism Corliss Lamont, 1990 In this text
Corliss Lamont explains humanism according to his personal experience. He also cites works
opposing his humanistic viewpoint such as Tim LaHaye's The Battlefield for the Mind.

philosophical humanism: On Humanism Richard Norman, 2013-03-01 What is humanism and
why does it matter? Is there any doctrine every humanist must hold? If it rejects religion, what does
it offer in its place? Have the twentieth century’s crimes against humanity spelled the end for
humanism? On Humanism is a timely and powerfully argued philosophical defence of humanism. It is
also an impassioned plea that we turn to ourselves, not religion, if we want to answer Socrates’
age-old question: what is the best kind of life to lead? Although humanism has much in common with
science, Richard Norman shows that it is far from a denial of the more mysterious, fragile side of
being human. He deals with big questions such as Darwinism and ‘creation science’, matter and
consciousness, euthanasia and abortion, and then argues that it is ultimately through the human
capacity for art, literature and the imagination that humanism is a powerful alternative to religious
belief. This revised second edition includes a new chapter on the debates between ‘the New Atheists’


https://explore.gcts.edu/gacor1-23/files?title=philosophical-humanism.pdf&trackid=ptN77-1762
https://explore.gcts.edu/calculus-suggest-002/files?dataid=brC69-5366&title=calculus-6.pdf

such as Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens and their religious critics, asking why the two
sides in the debate so often seem to be talking past one another, and suggesting how the
conversation could be made more fruitful. Richard Norman is a committed humanist and the author
of many books including The Moral Philosophers and Ethics, Killing and War. He was formerly
Professor of Philosophy at the University of Kent, Canterbury

philosophical humanism: Humanism and Early Modern Philosophy Jill Kraye, M.W.F.
Stone, 2002-11 This volume examines the distinctive and important role played by humanism in the
development of early modern philosophy. Focusing on individual authors as well as intellectual
trends, this collection of essays aims to portray the humanist movement as an essential part of the
philosophy of the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries.

philosophical humanism: Humanism as a Philosophy Corliss Lamont, 2011-10-01

philosophical humanism: Continental Philosophy Andrew Cutrofello, 2005 Continental
Philosophy: A Contemporary Introduction looks at the development of the tradition, tracing it back
from Kant to the present day.

philosophical humanism: Humanism Ferdinand C. Schiller, 1982-05-01

philosophical humanism: Philosophy of Religion and the African American Experience John H.
McClendon III, 2017-07-03 Most white philosophers of religion generally presume that philosophy of
religion is based on what is a false universality; whereby the white/Western experience is
paradigmatic of humanity at-large. The fact remains that Howard Thurman, James H. Cone and
William R. Jones, among others, have produced a substantial amount of theological work quite
worthy of consideration by philosophers of religion. Yet this corpus of thought is not reflected in the
scholarly literature that constitutes the main body of philosophy of religion. Neglect and ignorance
of African American Studies is widespread in the academy. By including chapters on Thurman, Cone
and Jones, the present book functions as a corrective to this scholarly lacuna.

philosophical humanism: Sociological And Philosophical Foundations Of Education Dr.
Shiv Narayan, Himanshu Saxena, Dr. T.V.S. Padmaja, Dr. Uma Rajmohan, 2023-06-08 In general,
each academic subject (for example, history, politics, economics, and even sciences) has its own
philosophy or basic guiding principles and theoretical framework. There are no exclusions in
education as liberal arts disciplines. Both the east and west have rich philosophical traditions about
education. Every post-graduate student of education should be conversant with educational theories
and philosophy. Educational theories and philosophy, as well as the values that the state and society
want to promote via education, impact educational practices and planning around the globe. We will
endeavor to acquaint you with the philosophical and social foundations of education in this book. In
general, each academic subject (for example, history, politics, economics, and even sciences) has its
own philosophy or basic guiding principles and theoretical framework. There are no exclusions in
education as liberal arts disciplines. Both the east and west have rich philosophical traditions about
education. Every post-graduate student of education should be conversant with educational theories
and philosophy. Educational theories and philosophy, as well as the values that the state and society
want to promote via education, impact educational practices and planning around the globe. We will
endeavor to acquaint reader with the philosophical and social foundations of education in this book.

philosophical humanism: Humanism Ferdinand Canning Scott Schiller, 1912

philosophical humanism: China's Contemporary Philosophical Journey Fangtong Liu,
2004 Liu, who is identified only as a professor, examines how other Western philosophical ideas
besides Marxism are being studied in China. He covers the modern, contemporary, and postmodern;
the humanistic trend and pragmatism; studies on western philosophy, and philosophy and
modernization. Annotation : 2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).

philosophical humanism: Philosophical and Sociological Principles of Education: R.P.
Pathak, 2011 Philosophical and Sociological Principles of Education examines the ideologies of
eminent Eastern and Western educators and focuses on the history of various schools of thought, the
role of education in Indian society, and how it leads to national integration and international
understanding.




philosophical humanism: Foucault and Philosophy Timothy O'Leary, Christopher Falzon,
2010-01-29 Foucault and Philosophy presents a collection of essays fromleading international
philosophers and Foucault scholars thatexplore Foucault’s work as a philosopher in relation
tophilosophers who were important to him and in the context ofimportant themes and problems in
contemporary philosophy Represents the only volume to explore in detailFoucault’s relation with key
figures and movements in thehistory of philosophy Explores Foucault's influence upon contemporary
and futuredirections in philosophy Brings together a group of outstanding scholars in the fieldand
allows them to explore their topic at a high level ofsophistication

philosophical humanism: The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism Andrew Copson,
A. C. Grayling, 2015-04-27 The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism presents anedited collection
of essays that explore the nature of Humanism asan approach to life, and a philosophical analysis of
the keyhumanist propositions from naturalism and science to morality andmeaning. Represents the
first book of its kind to look at Humanism notjust in terms of its theoretical underpinnings, but also
itsconsequences and its diverse manifestations Features contributions from international and
emergingscholars, plus renowned figures such as Stephen Law, CharlesFreeman and Jeaneanne
Fowler Presents Humanism as a positive alternative to theism Brings together the world’s leading
Humanist academics inone reference work

philosophical humanism: Philosophical and Sociological Foundations of Education Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2024-02-02 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

philosophical humanism: Environmental Philosophy Hugh P. McDonald, 2014-05-10
Environmental Philosophy: A Revaluation of Cosmopolitan Ethics from an Ecocentric Standpoint
calls for a new approach to ethics. Starting from the necessity for all life of air, water, and food, the
book revalues the relation of ethics and environmentalism. Using insights of the environmental
ethicists, environmental ethics becomes the model for ethics as a whole. Humans are part of a larger
environment. Cosmopolitanism should be revised in accord with environmental ethics. The book
applies a new theory of values to the relation of value and obligation, and of duty, rights and virtue,
to accord with ecocentrism. The book also critically evaluates Utilitarianism and the self interest
theory. Other chapters address population, species preservation and a practical program for
environmental policy.

philosophical humanism: Political Philosophy 3 Luc Ferry, Alain Renaut, 1992-09-15 What
is the common element linking the right to health care and the right of free speech, the right to
leisure and the right of free association, the right to work and the right to be protected? Debates on
the rights of man abound in the media today, but all too often they remain confused and fail to
recognize the fundamental political conceptions on which they hinge. Several French theorists have
recently attempted a new account of rights, one that would replace the discredited Marxist view of
rights as mere formalities concealing the realities of class domination. In this final volume of
Political Philosophy, Luc Ferry and Alain Renaut summarize these efforts and put forward their own
set of arguments.

philosophical humanism: Philosophical Foundations of Psychotherapy James Costello,
2024-12-23 Philosophical Foundations of Psychotherapy promotes a critical understanding of the
ideas, traditions, values, and principles that inform and shape - for better or for worse - what
therapists do. The book challenges the unhelpful misconception that philosophy is for philosophers
alone, because human reality is too complex for therapists to be unaware of the foundations,
difficulties, and contradictions within our value systems, ethics, and assumptions. By retrieving
attitudes from other times and other places, traversing the relational contours of history right up to
contemporary thinkers and practitioners, the author argues that not only do relationships heal, but
they offer the only safe harbour in life’s sea of troubles. He promotes a conscientious radical
relationality, which remains attentive to its influences, including contemporary debates about our



neoliberal selves, the superstructures of culture, and the ethics of authenticity. In stepping back
from the sometimes- narrow concerns of our therapeutic methods, the book explores broader themes
important for living well: what is the good of therapy, how do we reconcile our sense of futility in the
face of an indifferent universe, postcolonial debates, responses to disembodied artificial intelligence,
and alternatives to our human- centred stance towards Nature. This book is primarily for
practitioners, trainees, and educators, but ultimately it is intended for the greater good of clients
and those interested in what therapeutic practices and practitioners have to offer. It will also be
useful for those teaching research methods, the practice of research supervision, reflexivity, and
personal development, across all areas related to mental health.

philosophical humanism: The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Philosophy James
Hankins, 2007-10-25 The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Philosophy, published in 2007,
provides an introduction to a complex period of change in the subject matter and practice of
philosophy. The philosophy of the fourteenth through sixteenth centuries is often seen as transitional
between the scholastic philosophy of the Middle Ages and modern philosophy, but the essays
collected here, by a distinguished international team of contributors, call these assumptions into
question, emphasizing both the continuity with scholastic philosophy and the role of Renaissance
philosophy in the emergence of modernity. They explore the ways in which the science, religion and
politics of the period reflect and are reflected in its philosophical life, and they emphasize the
dynamism and pluralism of a period which saw both new perspectives and enduring contributions to
the history of philosophy. This will be an invaluable guide for students of philosophy, intellectual
historians, and all who are interested in Renaissance thought.

philosophical humanism: The Best of the Humanist Charles Murn, 2018-05-30 Humanism is
the progressive philosophy of life that, without supernaturalism, affirms our ability and responsibility
to lead ethical lives of personal fulfillment that aspire to the greater good of humanity. For the past
ninety years, The Humanist Magazine and its predecessor The New Humanist have published the
most profound and provocative humanist writing in America. This volume focuses on the first
forty-five years of the magazine, from 1928 to 1973, and on the philosophical discussion that formed
its heart. The work of thinkers as accomplished as Buckminster Fuller, Corliss Lamont, B. F.
Skinner, Frank Lloyd Wright, Lucile Green, and Isaac Asimov is included, along with that of many
others. Editor Charles Murn has organized the essays into eleven chapters, providing an overview of
the evolution of humanist thinking in each area. CHAPTER 1: Some Essentials of Humanist
Philosophy CHAPTER 2: Types of Humanism CHAPTER 3: The Source and Nature of Humanist
Values CHAPTER 4: Scientific Method and Scientific Knowledge in Humanist Philosophy CHAPTER
5: Humanism Explores the Unknown and Defines the Uncertain CHAPTER 6: Religious Humanism as
Nontheistic, Naturalistic, and Instrumental CHAPTER 7: The Roles of Emotion and Spirituality in
Humanism CHAPTER 8: Working Out Humanist Morals and Ethics CHAPTER 9: Humanistic
Psychology and Freedom CHAPTER 10: Humanism, Science, and the Arts and Humanities CHAPTER
11: Humanism Comes to Value Other Life Forms and Nature

philosophical humanism: What Is Posthumanism? Cary Wolfe, 2013-11-30 What does it
mean to think beyond humanism? Is it possible to craft a mode of philosophy, ethics, and
interpretation that rejects the classic humanist divisions of self and other, mind and body, society
and nature, human and animal, organic and technological? Can a new kind of
humanities—posthumanities—respond to the redefinition of humanity’s place in the world by both
the technological and the biological or “green” continuum in which the “human” is but one life form
among many? Exploring how both critical thought along with cultural practice have reacted to this
radical repositioning, Cary Wolfe—one of the founding figures in the field of animal studies and
posthumanist theory—ranges across bioethics, cognitive science, animal ethics, gender, and
disability to develop a theoretical and philosophical approach responsive to our changing
understanding of ourselves and our world. Then, in performing posthumanist readings of such
diverse works as Temple Grandin’s writings, Wallace Stevens’s poetry, Lars von Trier’s Dancer in
the Dark, the architecture of Diller+Scofidio, and David Byrne and Brian Eno’s My Life in the Bush



of Ghosts, he shows how this philosophical sensibility can transform art and culture. For Wolfe, a
vibrant, rigorous posthumanism is vital for addressing questions of ethics and justice, language and
trans-species communication, social systems and their inclusions and exclusions, and the intellectual
aspirations of interdisciplinarity. In What Is Posthumanism? he carefully distinguishes
posthumanism from transhumanism (the biotechnological enhancement of human beings) and
narrow definitions of the posthuman as the hoped-for transcendence of materiality. In doing so,
Wolfe reveals that it is humanism, not the human in all its embodied and prosthetic complexity, that
is left behind in posthumanist thought.
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