
politics on the edge

politics on the edge describes a state of political affairs characterized by extreme tension, instability, or rapid
change. This phenomenon often emerges in times of social upheaval, economic crisis, or when ideological divides
become irreconcilable. Understanding politics on the edge requires analyzing the factors that push political
systems toward critical tipping points and the consequences for governance, public policy, and society at
large. This article delves into the causes and manifestations of politics on the edge, exploring its impact on
democracies and authoritarian regimes alike. Additionally, it examines the role of media, populism, and global
influences in shaping such volatile political landscapes. Finally, strategies for managing and mitigating the
risks associated with politics on the edge are discussed to provide a comprehensive perspective on this pressing
contemporary issue.

Causes of Politics on the Edge

Manifestations in Modern Democracies

Authoritarian Regimes and Political Extremes

The Role of Media and Populism

Global Influences and International Implications

Strategies for Stability and Conflict Resolution

Causes of Politics on the Edge

Politics on the edge is often precipitated by a combination of social, economic, and ideological factors that
create divisions within societies. Economic inequality, political corruption, and loss of public trust in
institutions can erode the foundations of stable governance. Additionally, rapid social changes, such as
demographic shifts or cultural conflicts, contribute to political polarization. These elements foster an
environment where extremist ideologies gain traction and moderate voices are marginalized, increasing the
likelihood of political crises and instability.

Economic Inequality and Social Discontent

Widening economic disparities frequently serve as a catalyst for politics on the edge. When large segments of
the population feel economically disenfranchised or excluded from prosperity, frustration mounts. This
discontent can translate into support for radical political movements promising sweeping reforms or
revolutionary change, undermining traditional political structures.

Ideological Polarization

Increasing ideological polarization divides societies into opposing camps with little common ground. This
fragmentation impedes constructive dialogue and compromises essential for democratic functioning. As
political rhetoric intensifies, the risk of conflict and the erosion of democratic norms escalate, pushing politics
toward the edge.



Institutional Weakness and Corruption

Weak or corrupt political institutions fail to address citizen needs effectively, leading to public
disillusionment and skepticism. In such contexts, populist leaders or anti-establishment movements often arise,
exploiting institutional weaknesses to gain power and challenge the status quo.

Manifestations in Modern Democracies

In democratic societies, politics on the edge often manifests as heightened polarization, gridlock, and the rise of
populist leaders. These dynamics can weaken democratic norms and threaten the stability of political systems.
Understanding how these patterns emerge and evolve is crucial for safeguarding democracy.

Political Polarization and Gridlock

Many democracies today experience extreme polarization, where political parties and their supporters adhere
rigidly to divergent ideological positions. This polarization leads to legislative gridlock, where policymaking
becomes ineffective due to partisan conflict, hindering governance and public confidence.

Rise of Populism

Populist movements often capitalize on public frustrations with elites and traditional political institutions.
By appealing directly to “the people” and promoting nationalist or anti-globalization agendas, populist
leaders can gain significant influence, sometimes threatening democratic checks and balances.

Threats to Democratic Norms

Politics on the edge in democracies can erode respect for democratic norms, including free press, judicial
independence, and fair elections. When political actors undermine these principles, democracy becomes vulnerable
to authoritarian tendencies and institutional decay.

Authoritarian Regimes and Political Extremes

Politics on the edge is not confined to democracies; authoritarian regimes also exhibit extreme political
dynamics, often marked by repression, instability, and potential collapse. Examining how edge politics operates
under authoritarianism reveals distinct but equally critical risks.

Repression and Resistance

Authoritarian governments frequently respond to political instability with repression, limiting freedoms to
maintain control. However, such measures can provoke resistance movements, escalating tensions and pushing
the political environment toward volatility.

Factionalism within Regimes

Internal divisions among ruling elites or security forces can exacerbate instability in authoritarian systems.
Power struggles and factionalism create uncertainty and may lead to abrupt regime changes or civil conflict.



Potential for Sudden Political Upheaval

Because authoritarian regimes often suppress dissent rather than address underlying issues, political pressures
can build until they result in sudden and dramatic upheavals. This volatility exemplifies politics on the edge,
where stability is fragile and unpredictable.

The Role of Media and Populism

Media and populism play pivotal roles in shaping the dynamics of politics on the edge. The interaction between
mass communication platforms and populist movements influences public opinion, political mobilization, and the
spread of polarized narratives.

Media Influence on Political Polarization

The proliferation of digital and social media has transformed political communication, often amplifying divisive
content. Echo chambers and misinformation contribute to entrenched beliefs and hostility between political
factions, intensifying edge politics.

Populist Messaging and Media Strategies

Populist leaders utilize media strategically to bypass traditional gatekeepers and connect directly with
supporters. By employing emotionally charged messaging and simplistic narratives, they mobilize mass bases and
challenge established political orders.

Challenges of Fact-Checking and Media Literacy

In the context of politics on the edge, ensuring accurate information and promoting media literacy become
essential to counter polarization and misinformation. However, these efforts face significant obstacles due to
the speed and scale of information dissemination.

Global Influences and International Implications

Politics on the edge is increasingly influenced by global trends and international actors. Economic
globalization, geopolitical rivalries, and transnational movements contribute to domestic political
volatility and have broader implications for international stability.

Impact of Global Economic Shifts

Global economic transformations, such as trade disruptions and technological change, can exacerbate
domestic political tensions. Populations affected by these shifts may turn to nationalist or protectionist
politics, feeding edge dynamics.

Geopolitical Rivalries and Proxy Conflicts

International competition among major powers often plays out in weaker states, intensifying local political
conflicts. Such external interference can deepen divisions and prolong instability, complicating efforts toward
resolution.



Transnational Movements and Ideological Spread

Ideologies and movements transcend borders, influencing political landscapes worldwide. The spread of
extremist or populist ideas contributes to synchronized patterns of politics on the edge across multiple
countries.

Strategies for Stability and Conflict Resolution

Addressing politics on the edge requires comprehensive strategies aimed at reducing polarization, rebuilding
trust, and strengthening institutions. Effective conflict resolution and governance reforms are critical to
restoring political stability.

Promoting Dialogue and Inclusivity

Encouraging open, inclusive political dialogue helps bridge divides and fosters mutual understanding. Mechanisms
that bring diverse groups together can reduce tensions and promote consensus-building.

Institutional Reforms and Rule of Law

Strengthening institutions to enhance transparency, accountability, and fairness is essential for mitigating
edge politics. Upholding the rule of law and ensuring independent judiciary systems underpin democratic resilience.

Countering Misinformation and Enhancing Media Literacy

Implementing programs to combat misinformation and improve media literacy empowers citizens to engage
critically with information. These efforts help reduce the impact of divisive rhetoric and foster informed
political participation.

Addressing Socioeconomic Inequality

Policies aimed at reducing economic disparities and promoting social inclusion address root causes of political
instability. Equitable economic development contributes to social cohesion and diminishes the appeal of
extremist movements.

Encourage inclusive political dialogue forums

Implement transparency and anti-corruption measures

Support independent media and fact-checking organizations

Invest in education and civic engagement initiatives

Develop social safety nets and economic opportunity programs



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'politics on the edge' mean?

'Politics on the edge' refers to political situations characterized by extreme polarization, uncertainty, or
instability where conventional norms and practices are challenged or breaking down.

How does 'politics on the edge' impact democratic institutions?

Politics on the edge can strain democratic institutions by increasing polarization, undermining trust in
electoral processes, and fostering political extremism, which may threaten the stability and functionality of
democracy.

What are some recent examples of 'politics on the edge' globally?

Recent examples include the political turmoil in countries experiencing contested elections, mass protests
against governments, and rising populist movements that challenge established political orders, such as in the
United States, Brazil, and parts of Europe.

How can societies navigate 'politics on the edge' to restore stability?

Societies can navigate politics on the edge by promoting inclusive dialogue, strengthening democratic norms,
ensuring transparency in governance, and addressing underlying social and economic grievances that fuel
polarization.

What role does social media play in 'politics on the edge'?

Social media amplifies politics on the edge by enabling rapid spread of information and misinformation, fostering
echo chambers, and mobilizing political activism, which can both empower citizens and exacerbate divisions.

Additional Resources
1. Politics on the Edge: The Dynamics of Polarization
This book explores the growing polarization in modern politics, examining how ideological divides have
intensified in recent decades. It delves into the social, cultural, and media factors that drive partisanship and
political extremism. Through case studies and data analysis, the author sheds light on the consequences of a
divided electorate for democratic governance.

2. Edge of Power: Political Risk in Unstable Regions
Focusing on regions marked by political instability, this book analyzes the risks and challenges faced by
governments and international actors. It covers topics such as insurgency, fragile states, and the impact of
foreign intervention. The author offers insights into strategies for managing and mitigating political crises in
volatile environments.

3. On the Brink: How Democracies Navigate Political Crises
This book investigates moments when democracies face existential threats, from coups to constitutional
breakdowns. It provides historical examples of countries that have teetered on the edge but managed to
recover or collapse. The narrative highlights the role of institutions, civil society, and leadership in preserving
democratic order.

4. Voices from the Edge: Marginalized Groups and Political Change
Examining the political mobilization of marginalized communities, this book highlights how voices from the
periphery can influence mainstream politics. It discusses social movements, grassroots activism, and policy
impacts driven by groups traditionally excluded from power. The author emphasizes the transformative



potential of inclusion and representation.

5. Politics at the Edge of Innovation: Technology and Governance
This volume explores how emerging technologies are reshaping political processes and governance. Topics
include digital surveillance, cyber warfare, and the role of social media in political campaigns. The book
assesses both the opportunities and risks technology poses to democratic participation and political
stability.

6. On the Edge of Revolution: Social Movements and Political Change
Delving into the conditions that spark revolutions, this book analyzes the interplay between social movements
and political authority. It covers historical and contemporary examples of uprisings that challenged
established regimes. The author discusses the factors that determine whether movements succeed, fail, or lead
to unintended consequences.

7. Political Extremes: Navigating the Edge of Ideology
This book investigates the rise of political extremism on both the left and right, exploring the motivations and
consequences of radical ideologies. It examines how extremist groups influence mainstream politics and public
discourse. The analysis includes strategies for countering extremism while protecting democratic freedoms.

8. The Edge of Global Politics: International Relations in a Multipolar World
Focusing on the shifting balance of power in the international arena, this book analyzes the challenges of
diplomacy and security in a multipolar world. It discusses the roles of emerging powers, alliances, and global
institutions in maintaining stability. The author highlights the complexities of cooperation and competition at
the geopolitical edge.

9. Borderline Politics: Identity and Conflict at the Margins
This book explores how political identities formed at geographic and cultural borders shape conflicts and
cooperation. It studies border regions where national, ethnic, and religious identities intersect and sometimes
clash. The author offers insights into conflict resolution and the politics of inclusion in divided societies.
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  politics on the edge: Politics on the Edge Rory Stewart, 2025-07-15 The #1 Sunday Times
bestseller • Named a best book of the year by Foreign Affairs, Financial Times, and Kirkus Reviews
“One of the best books on politics our era will see . . . A book of astonishing literary quality.”
—Matthew Parris, The TLS “[Rory Stewart] walked across Asia, served in British Parliament, and ran
against Boris Johnson. Now he gives us his view of what’s wrong with politics, and how we can make
it right.” —Adam Grant, “The 12 New Fall Books to Enrich Your Thinking” From a great
writer—legendary for his expeditions into some of the world’s most forbidding places—a wise,
honest, and sometimes absurdist memoir of a most remarkable journey through British politics at
the breaking point Rory Stewart was an unlikely politician. He was best known for his two-year walk
across Asia—in which he crossed Afghanistan, essentially solo, in the months after 9/11—and for his
service, as a diplomat in Iraq, and Afghanistan. But in 2009, he abandoned his chair at Harvard
University to stand for a seat in Parliament, representing the communities and farms of the Lake
District and the Scottish border—one of the most isolated and beautiful districts in England. He ran
as a Conservative, though he had no prior connection to the politics and there was much about the
party that he disagreed with. Politics on the Edge is a candid and penetrating examination of life on
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the ground as a politician in an age of shallow populism, when every hard problem has a solution
that’s simple, appealing, and wrong. While undauntedly optimistic about what a public servant can
accomplish in the lives of his constituents, the book is also a pitiless insider’s exposé of the game of
politics at the highest level, often shocking in its displays of rampant cynicism, ignorance, glibness,
and sheer incompetence. Stewart witnesses Britain’s vote to leave the European Union and its
descent into political civil war, compounded by the bad faith of his party’s leaders—David Cameron,
Boris Johnson, and Liz Truss. Finally, after nine years of service and six ministerial roles, and
shocked by his party’s lurch to the populist right, Stewart ran for prime minister. Stewart’s
campaign took him into the lead in the opinion polls, head-to-head against Boris Johnson. Politics on
the Edge is his effort to make sense of it all, including what has happened to politics in Britain and
the world and how we can fix it. The view into democracy’s dark heart is troubling, but at every turn
Stewart also finds allies and ways to make a difference. A bracing, invigorating mix of irony and love
infuses Politics on the Edge. This is one of the most revealing memoirs written by a politician in
living memory.
  politics on the edge: History Peter Claus, John Marriott, 2014-01-14 Why should history
students care about theory? What relevance does it have to the proper role of the historian?
Historiography and historical theory are often perceived as complex subjects, which many history
students find frustrating and difficult. Philosophical approaches, postmodernism, anthropology,
feminism or Marxism can seem arcane and abstract and students often struggle to apply these ideas
in practice. Starting from the premise that historical theory and historiography are fascinating and
exciting topics to study, Claus and Marriott guide the student through the various historical theories
and approaches in a balanced, comprehensive and engaging way. Packed with intriguing anecdotes
from all periods of history and supported by primary extracts from original historical writings,
History: An Introduction to Theory, Method and Practice is the student-friendly text which
demystifies the subject with clarity and verve. Key features - Written in a clear and witty way.
Presents a balanced view of the subject, rather than the polemical view of one historian.
Comprehensive - covers the whole range of topics taught on historiography and historical theory
courses in suitable depth. Full of examples from different historical approaches - from social,
cultural and political history to gender, economic and world history Covers a wide chronological
breadth of examples from the ancient and medieval worlds to the twentieth century. Shows how
students can engage with the theories covered in each chapter and apply them to their own studies
via the In Practice feature at the end of each chapter. Includes Discussion Documents - numerous
extracts from the primary historiographical texts for students to read and reflect upon.
  politics on the edge: Edges of Global Justice Janet M. Conway, 2013 This book analyzes the
World Social Forum (WSF) in a context of crisis and transition in the history of Western capitalist
modernity. Based on ten years of fieldwork on three continents, this book treats social movements as
knowledge producers. It pays attention to what movements are doing and saying on the terrain of
the WSF over time and from place to place, and to how they theorize its significance. Framed by the
Latin American modernity-coloniality perspective, the book critically engages with discourses of
global civil society, autonomism, and transnational feminism toward a reading of the WSF through
the lens of ‘colonial difference’. Each chapter outlines a set of contestations and contributions with
relevance beyond debates about the WSF. It will be of strong interest to students and scholars of
social movement studies; international politics; post-colonial studies; gender studies; sociology;
political theory and social work.
  politics on the edge: The New Suburban History Kevin M. Kruse, Thomas J. Sugrue,
2006-07-15 Introduction: The new suburban history / Kevin M. Kruse and Thomas J. Sugrue --
Marketing the free market : state intervention and the politics of prosperity in metropolitan America
/ David M.P. Freund -- Less than plessy : the inner city, suburbs, and state-sanctioned residential
segregation in the age of Brown / Arnold R. Hirsch -- Uncovering the city in the suburb : Cold War
politics, scientific elites, and high-tech spaces / Margaret Pugh O'Mara -- How hell moved from the
city to the suburbs : urban scholars and changing perceptions of authentic community / Becky



Nicolaides -- The house I live in : race, class, and African American suburban dreams in the postwar
United States / Andrew Wiese -- Socioeconomic integration in the suburbs : from reactionary
populism to class fairness in metropolitan Charlotte / Matthew D. Lassiter -- Prelude to the tax revolt
: the politics of the tax dollar in postwar California / Robert O. Self -- Suburban growth and its
discontents : the logic and limits of reform on the postwar Northeast corridor / Peter Siskind --
Reshaping the American dream : immigrants, ethnic minorities, and the politics of the new suburbs /
Michael Jones-Correa -- The legal technology of exclusion in metropolitan America / Gerald Frug.
  politics on the edge: International Encyclopedia of Human Geography , 2019-11-29
International Encyclopedia of Human Geography, Second Edition, Fourteen Volume Set embraces
diversity by design and captures the ways in which humans share places and view differences based
on gender, race, nationality, location and other factors—in other words, the things that make people
and places different. Questions of, for example, politics, economics, race relations and migration are
introduced and discussed through a geographical lens. This updated edition will assist readers in
their research by providing factual information, historical perspectives, theoretical approaches,
reviews of literature, and provocative topical discussions that will stimulate creative thinking.
Presents the most up-to-date and comprehensive coverage on the topic of human geography
Contains extensive scope and depth of coverage Emphasizes how geographers interact with,
understand and contribute to problem-solving in the contemporary world Places an emphasis on how
geography is relevant in a social and interdisciplinary context
  politics on the edge: America's Political Class Under Fire David A. Horowitz, 2013-12-02 While
the clash between what has been called the modern and undeveloped worlds has led to America's
military involvement in the Middle East and other places, few people realize the tension between the
modern and the traditional within the United States. Beginning in the 1920's, professional
intellectuals and academics began influencing the nation's public policy on matters as diverse as
education, economics, and public health. In this thoughtful work, David A. Horowitz analyzes the
tension between the so-called New Class of knowledge professionals and their critics, who accused
them of being out of touch with the common sense of everyday people, strangers to the American
Way, even Communists. America's Political Class Under Fire is organized over nine periods of
20th-century history, providing a window into everything from the Scopes evolution trial and
McCarthyism to affirmative action and the Clinton health care fiasco. Along the way, the book
explores the New Left, populist conservatism, and the mid-90's reaction to political liberalism, which
saw Newt Gingrich rise to the top post in the House of Representatives. In telling these stories,
Horowitz seeks to encourage a more balanced and fair-minded assessment of the consequences of
expertise and applied intellect to democratic existence in the United States.
  politics on the edge: American Political Culture Michael Shally-Jensen, Mark J. Rozell, Ted
G. Jelen, 2015-04-28 This all-encompassing encyclopedia provides a broad perspective on U.S.
politics, culture, and society, but also goes beyond the facts to consider the myths, ideals, and values
that help shape and define the nation. Demonstrating that political culture is equally rooted in public
events, internal debates, and historical experiences, this unique, three-volume encyclopedia
examines an exceptionally broad range of factors shaping modern American politics, including
popular belief, political action, and the institutions of power and authority. Readers will see how
political culture is shaped by the attitudes, opinions, and behaviors of Americans, and how it affects
those things in return. The set also addresses the issue of American exceptionalism and examines
the nation's place in the world, both historically and in the 21st century. Essays cover pressing
matters like congressional gridlock, energy policy, abortion politics, campaign finance, Supreme
Court rulings, immigration, crime and punishment, and globalization. Social and cultural issues such
as religion, war, inequality, and privacy rights are discussed as well. Perhaps most intriguingly, the
encyclopedia surveys the fierce ongoing debate between different political camps over the nation's
historical development, its present identity, and its future course. By exploring both fact and
mythology, the work will enable students to form a broad yet nuanced understanding of the full
range of forces and issues affecting—and affected by—the political process.



  politics on the edge: Political Behavior in Organizations Andrew J. DuBrin, 2009 A highly
effective guide to the use of organizational politics using strategies and tactics derived out of
scholarly research.
  politics on the edge: The Oxford Dictionary of American Political Slang Grant Barrett,
2006-06-08 Here is a wonderful Baedeker to down-and-dirty politics--more than six hundred slang
terms straight from the smoke-filled rooms of American political speech. Hatchet Jobs and Hardball:
The Oxford Dictionary of American Political Slang illuminates a rich and colorful segment of our
language. Readers will find informative entries on slang terms such as Beltway bandit and
boondoggle, angry white male and leg treasurer, juice bill and Joe Citizen, banana superpower and
the Big Fix. We find not only the meaning and history of familiar terms such as gerrymander, but
also of lesser-known terms such as cracking (splitting a bloc of like-minded voters by redistricting)
and fair-fight district (which refers to areas redistricted to favor no political party). Each entry
includes the definition of the word, its historical background, and illuminating citations, some going
back more than 200 years. (We learn, for instance, that a term as seemingly current as political
football actually dates back to before the Civil War.) Selected entries will have extended
encyclopedic notes. The book also features sidebar essays on topics such as political words in
Blogistan; a short history of big cheese; all about chads and the 2000 election; the suffix -gate and
all the related Watergate terms; and the naming of legislation. Political junkies, policy wonks,
journalists, and word lovers will find this book addictive reading as well as a reliable guide to one of
the more colorful corners of American English.
  politics on the edge: The Politics of Urban Land in South Asia Urmi Sengupta, Kenneth
Nielsen, 2025-03-18 Cities in South Asia are homes to one of the highest concentrations of people
anywhere in the world and the allocation of land and urban resources and the benefits that can be
derived from them in this region have become increasingly contested. This book explores the politics
of urban land in South Asia and the challenges related to their respective urban futures. For most
people, land comes at a premium, and as a result conflicts and contestations over land and urban
resources are rife in countries such as India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Nepal, as
witnessed in the many struggles of low-income groups and vulnerable or marginalised communities
to fight off dispossession or displacement. This book maps current challenges shared across national
borders and charts out new directions for future research and land policy. With contributions from
emerging and established authors, the book offers a critical accounting of the situation that exists in
urban South Asia, while also critically engaging with the current challenges and future directions for
land use and land politics. The book will be useful to students and researchers of public policy,
development studies, economics, urban and regional development studies, and sociology as well as
to policy makers, real estate professionals, and commercial firms engaged in property market/real
estate study in Asia.
  politics on the edge: Music Sociology Sara Towe Horsfall, Jan-Martijn Meij, Meghan
Probstfield, 2015-11-17 Music Sociology explores 16 different genres to demonstrate that music
everywhere reflects social values, organisational processes, meanings and individual identity.
Presenting original ethnographic research, the contributors use descriptions of subcultures to
explain the concepts of music sociology, including the rituals that link people to music, the past and
each other. Music Sociology introduces the sociology of music to those who may not be familiar with
it and provides a basic historical perspective on popular music in America and beyond.
  politics on the edge: Policy and Politics for Nurses and Other Health Professionals: Advocacy
and Action Donna M. Nickitas, Donna J. Middaugh, Veronica Feeg, 2024-05-21 Policy and Politics for
Nurses and Other Health Professionals: Advocacy and Action, Fourth Edition reflects a well-honed
vision of what nursing and health professionals need to know to both understand and influence
health policy. Through their focus on relevant issues, the authors discuss how healthcare
professionals can prepare themselves to engage in the economic, political, and policy dimensions of
health care.The Fourth Edition focuses on the most relevant health policy issues while taking an
interdisciplinary approach to create an understanding of healthcare practice and policy across



interprofessional teams. In addition, global and population health issues such as war, terrorism,
disease and natural disasters that impact health professionals are also covered in detail--
  politics on the edge: Chimpanzee Politics Frans B. M. Waal, 2007-09-30 The first edition of
Frans de Waal's Chimpanzee Politics was acclaimed not only by primatologists for its scientific
achievement but also by politicians, business leaders, and social psychologists for its remarkable
insights into the most basic human needs and behaviors. Still considered a classic, this updated
edition is a detailed and thoroughly engrossing account of rivalries and coalitions—actions governed
by intelligence rather than instinct. As we watch the chimpanzees of Arnhem behave in ways we
recognize from Machiavelli (and from the nightly news), de Waal reminds us again that the roots of
politics are older than humanity.
  politics on the edge: Highway Under the Hudson Robert W. Jackson, 2011-12 Every year, more
than thirty-three million vehicles traverse the Holland Tunnel, making their way from Jersey City and
Lower Manhattan. From tourists to commuters, many cross the tunnel's 1.6 mile corridor on a daily
basis, and yet few know much about this amazing feat of early 20th-century engineering. How was it
built, by whom, and at what cost? These and many other questions are answered in Highway under
the Hudson, Robert W. Jackson's story about this seminal structure in the history of urban
transportation. In this meticulously researched work, Jackson provides the first complete history of
the planning, financing and construction of the Holland Tunnel. Dubbed the Eighth Wonder of the
World when it opened in 1927, the Holland Tunnel was the longest vehicular tunnel in the world st
the time of its construction. In Highway under the Hudson, Jackson explains the economic forces
which led to the need for the tunnel, and details the extraordinary political and social politicking
that took place on both sides of the Hudson River to enable its construction. He introduces us to
important figures in the tunnel's history, such as New Jersey Governor Walter E. Edge, who, more
than anyone else, made the dream of a tunnel a reality; George Washington Goethals (builder of the
Panama Canal and namesake of the Goethals bridge), the first chief engineer of the project;
engineers Ole Singstad, who designed the ventilation system, and Clifford Holland, the chief
engineer for whom the tunnel is named; New Jersey Bridge and Tunnel commissioners Thomas
Albeus Adams and John F. Boyle, who tried to profit from the tunnel's construction; Jersey City
Mayor Frank Hague, who blocked completion of the tunnel until the New York Bridge and Tunnel
Commission agreed to pay for street improvements in his city; and the compressed-air workers
(called sandhogs) who risked their lives to build the tunnel. Fully illustrated with more than 50
beautiful photographs and drawings, Jackson's story of the Holland Tunnel is one of great human
drama, with heroes and villains, that illustrates how great things are accomplished, and at what
price.
  politics on the edge: Jacques Ranciere and the Contemporary Scene Jean-Philippe
Deranty, Alison Ross, 2012-02-16 This book forms the first critical study of Jacques Rancière's
impact and contribution to contemporary theoretical and interdisciplinary studies. It showcases the
work of leading scholars in fields such as political theory, history and aesthetic theory; each of whom
are uniquely situated to engage with the novelty of Rancière's thinking within their respective fields.
Each of the essays provides an investigation into the critical stance Rancière takes towards his
contemporaries, concentrating on the versatile application of his thought to diverse fields of study
(including, political and education theory, cinema studies, literary and aesthetic theory, and
historical studies). The aim of this collection is to use the critical interventions Rancière's writing
makes on current topics and themes as a way of offering new critical perspectives on his thought.
Wielding their individual expertise, each contributor assesses his perspectives and positions on
thinkers and topics of contemporary importance. The edition includes a new essay by Jacques
Rancière, which charts the different problems and motivations that have shaped his work.
  politics on the edge: Edges of Care Noam Leshem, 2025-01-16 A firsthand look at the lives of
those who reside in no man’s land—the violence they endure and their immense resilience. “No
man’s land” invokes stretches of barren landscape, twisted barbed wire, desolation, and the
devastation of war. But this is not always the reality. According to Noam Leshem in Edges of Care,



the term also reveals radical abandonment by the state. From the Northern Sahara to the Amazon
rainforests, people around the world find themselves in places that have been stripped of sovereign
care. Leshem is committed to defining these spaces and providing a more intimate understanding of
this urgent political reality. Based on nearly a decade of research in some of the world’s most
challenging conflict zones, Edges of Care offers a profound account of abandoned lives and lands,
and how they endure and sometimes thrive once left to fend for themselves. Leshem interrogates no
man’s land as a site of radical uncaring: abandoned by a sovereign power in a relinquishment of
responsibility for the space or anyone inside it. To understand the ramifications of such uncaring,
Leshem takes readers through a diverse series of abandoned places, including areas in Palestine,
Syria, Colombia, Sudan, and Cyprus. He shows that no man’s land is not empty of life, but almost
always inhabited and, in fact, often generative of new modes of being. Beautifully written and
evocative, Edges of Care reveals the unexamined complexities and political dynamics hidden within
and around places governed by callous indifference.
  politics on the edge: Identities, Borderscapes, Orders Benjamin Tallis, 2023-02-06 This book
provides a pre-history of Russia's war on Ukraine and Europe’s relations to it, illuminating the deep
roots of the EU’s neighbourhood crisis as well as the migration crises the Union created in the last
decade. To do so, the book employs a new and innovative framework that allows for a
comprehensive, yet nuanced analysis of borders and a more cogent interpretation of their
socio-political consequences. Drawing on interdisciplinary scholarship the book analytically
examines the key common elements of borderscapes and links them in related arrays to allow for
nuanced evaluation of both their particular and cumulative effects, as well as interpretation of their
overall consequences, particularly for issues of identities and orders. The book offers a significant
conceptual and theoretical advance, providing a transferable conceptualization of borderscapes to
guide research, analysis, and interpretation. Drawing on the author’s experience in policy, practice
and academia, it also makes a methodological contribution by pushing the boundaries of reflexivity
in interpretive International Relations (IR) research. Analyzing three main sites in Central and
Eastern Europe (CEE), the book challenges conventional critical wisdom on EU bordering in the
Schengen zone, at its external frontiers, and in its Eastern neighborhood. In so doing, it sheds new
light on the politics of post-communist transitions as well as the contemporary politics of CEE. It also
shows how EU bordering and its relations to identities and orders created great benefits for many
Europeans, but also hindered the lives of many others and became self-defeating. This book is a
must-read for scholars, students, and policy-makers, interested in a better understanding of Critical
Border Studies (CBS) in particular, and International Relations in general. It will also appeal to
anyone interested in CEE or wishing to get a deeper understanding of Russia’s war and the fight for
Europe’s future.
  politics on the edge: City on the Edge Alejandro Portes, Alex Stepick, 1993-09-02 “The
authors reveal how the Cuban success story has transformed the character of Miami while
delineating more sharply the identity of other ethnic communities.” —New York Times Book Review
“Makes a case for the importance of political capital . . . in building ethnic
solidarity.”—Contemporary Sociology
  politics on the edge: Cultural Hybridity and the Environment Kirsten Maclean, 2015-02-07
This book highlights the importance of diversity in overcoming issues of social and environmental
degradation. It presents conceptual and practical strategies to celebrate local and Indigenous
knowledge for improved community development and environmental management. David Harvey
has proclaimed, “The geography we make must be a peoples’ geography.” This clarion call
challenges geographers around the world to consider the power and potential of geographic
knowledge as the basis for social action – a call this book answers, providing readers the theoretical
and conceptual tools needed to understand the social world and empowering them to mobilize social
change. The author uses empirical case studies of two environmental management and community
development projects to document how knowledge generation is “essentially locally situated and
socially derived.” In doing so she charts a path for moving beyond what Vandana Shiva so aptly



describes as “monocultures of the mind.” The book argues that local and Indigenous knowledge
must not be seen in opposition to scientific knowledge, as none of these knowledge traditions hold
all the answers to localized socio-environmental problems. Rather, as the author explores through a
set of processes and strategies to enable, support and celebrate ‘cultural hybridity’ at the local
environmental governance scale, these respective knowledge systems can learn to speak to each
other. Such dialogue has the potential to support more sustainable outcomes at multiple
environmental governance locales. This book will be of interest to everyone involved in
environmental policy, planning or politics, and for those who want to make this planet a more
sustainable and just place.
  politics on the edge: The Neoconservative Persuasion Irving Kristol, 2011-01-11 Irving Kristol,
the godfather of neoconservatism and one of our most important public intellectuals, played an
extraordinarily influential role in the development of American intellectual and political culture over
the past half century. These essays, many hard to find and reprinted here for the first time since
their initial appearance, are a penetrating survey of the intellectual development of one of the
progenitors of neoconservatism. Kristol wrote over the years on a remarkably broad range of topics
-- from W. H. Auden to Ronald Reagan, from the neoconservative movement's roots in the 1940s at
City College to American foreign policy, from religion to capitalism. Kristol's writings provide us
with a unique guide to the development of neoconservatism as one of the leading strains of thought
-- one of the leading persuasions -- in recent American political and intellectual history.
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