
qualitative case study

qualitative case study research is a fundamental approach in social sciences
and related fields, enabling an in-depth exploration of complex phenomena
within their real-life contexts. This method focuses on understanding the how
and why of a particular issue, event, or situation by collecting rich,
detailed data from multiple sources. Unlike quantitative studies, qualitative
case studies emphasize context, meaning, and process, providing researchers
with nuanced insights that numbers alone cannot reveal. This article provides
an extensive overview of qualitative case study methodology, including its
definition, key characteristics, data collection techniques, analysis
methods, and practical applications. By exploring these aspects, readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of how to design, conduct, and interpret
qualitative case studies effectively. The discussion also highlights benefits
and challenges associated with this approach, ensuring a balanced perspective
for researchers and practitioners alike. The following table of contents
outlines the main sections covered in this article.

Understanding Qualitative Case Study

Key Characteristics of Qualitative Case Studies

Data Collection Methods in Qualitative Case Studies

Data Analysis Techniques

Applications of Qualitative Case Study Research

Advantages and Limitations

Understanding Qualitative Case Study
A qualitative case study is a research strategy that involves an intensive,
holistic examination of a single case or multiple cases within their real-
life contexts. It is widely used to explore complex phenomena that cannot be
easily quantified or separated from their environment. This approach allows
researchers to investigate how and why certain outcomes occur, emphasizing
depth over breadth. The qualitative case study method is particularly useful
when the boundaries between the phenomenon and context are not clearly
evident.

Definition and Scope
The qualitative case study can be defined as a qualitative research approach



that focuses on understanding a case or cases through detailed contextual
analysis. The scope of a qualitative case study may vary from examining an
individual, group, organization, event, or process. Its primary goal is to
generate a rich, comprehensive understanding of the studied case’s uniqueness
and complexity.

Types of Qualitative Case Studies
Several types of qualitative case studies exist, each serving different
research purposes. Common types include:

Exploratory Case Study: Conducted to explore a phenomenon when little
prior knowledge exists.

Descriptive Case Study: Focuses on describing the characteristics and
context of the case in detail.

Explanatory Case Study: Aims to explain causal relationships and
underlying mechanisms.

Intrinsic Case Study: Investigates a unique case due to its intrinsic
interest rather than generalizability.

Instrumental Case Study: Uses a particular case to gain insight into an
issue or refine theory.

Key Characteristics of Qualitative Case Studies
Understanding the defining features of qualitative case studies is crucial
for effective research design and implementation. These characteristics
differentiate qualitative case studies from other qualitative methods and
quantitative case studies.

Contextual Analysis
Qualitative case studies emphasize the importance of context, recognizing
that social phenomena are embedded within specific environments. Researchers
examine the case within its natural setting, considering cultural, social,
institutional, and historical factors that influence the case.

Multiple Data Sources
To achieve a comprehensive understanding, qualitative case studies often use
various data sources such as interviews, observations, documents, and



audiovisual materials. This triangulation enhances the credibility and depth
of the findings.

Flexibility and Iterative Process
The qualitative case study approach is flexible and adaptive, allowing
researchers to refine research questions and data collection plans as the
study progresses. This iterative process supports the emergence of new
insights and theories.

Focus on Meaning and Complexity
Rather than seeking to generalize broadly, qualitative case studies
prioritize understanding meanings, experiences, and the complexity of the
case. This focus enables a rich, detailed account that captures nuances often
missed by other methods.

Data Collection Methods in Qualitative Case
Studies
Effective data collection is fundamental to the success of a qualitative case
study. Researchers employ diverse methods to gather comprehensive and
authentic data from the case under investigation.

Interviews
Semi-structured or unstructured interviews are commonly used to collect in-
depth information from participants. These interviews enable researchers to
explore participants’ perspectives, experiences, and interpretations related
to the case.

Observations
Direct observation allows researchers to witness events and behaviors in
their natural context. Participant observation can provide valuable insights
into social interactions and processes relevant to the case study.

Document Analysis
Documents such as reports, meeting minutes, emails, policies, and media
coverage offer additional layers of data. Analyzing these materials helps to
corroborate findings from other sources and understand contextual background.



Other Data Sources
Additional data sources may include audiovisual materials, artifacts, and
archival records. Utilizing a variety of sources strengthens data
triangulation and the overall robustness of the study.

Data Analysis Techniques
Analyzing qualitative case study data involves systematically organizing,
coding, and interpreting information to uncover patterns, themes, and
insights related to the research questions.

Thematic Analysis
Thematic analysis is one of the most common approaches in qualitative case
study research. It involves identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns or
themes within the data, providing a structured way to interpret complex
information.

Content Analysis
Content analysis entails categorizing textual data and quantifying the
presence of specific words, themes, or concepts. This method helps to
summarize and interpret large volumes of qualitative data.

Pattern Matching
Pattern matching compares empirically observed patterns with predicted ones
based on theory or prior research. This technique enhances the explanatory
power of the case study findings.

Within-Case and Cross-Case Analysis
When multiple cases are studied, researchers conduct within-case analysis to
understand each case individually and cross-case analysis to identify
similarities and differences across cases. This approach supports the
development of broader insights.

Applications of Qualitative Case Study Research
Qualitative case studies are applied across various disciplines and sectors
to address complex questions that require contextualized understanding.



Social Sciences and Education
In fields such as sociology, anthropology, and education, qualitative case
studies explore social behaviors, institutional practices, and educational
processes, providing rich descriptive and explanatory accounts.

Business and Management
Organizations often use qualitative case studies to investigate leadership
styles, organizational change, decision-making processes, and innovation
strategies, supporting practical improvements and theory development.

Health and Medicine
Healthcare researchers utilize qualitative case studies to understand patient
experiences, healthcare delivery, and the implementation of interventions,
facilitating patient-centered care and policy formulation.

Public Policy and Governance
Qualitative case studies help analyze the impact of policies, governance
structures, and community programs, offering insights into effectiveness and
areas for reform.

Advantages and Limitations
While qualitative case studies offer unique strengths, they also face certain
challenges. Understanding these advantages and limitations is essential for
appropriate application and interpretation.

Advantages

In-depth Understanding: Provides comprehensive insights into complex
phenomena.

Contextual Richness: Captures the influence of environmental and
situational factors.

Flexibility: Allows adaptation to emerging findings during research.

Multiple Perspectives: Incorporates diverse data sources and viewpoints.

Theory Development: Supports building and refining theories grounded in
empirical data.



Limitations

Limited Generalizability: Findings are often specific to the case and
not widely generalizable.

Time-Consuming: Requires extensive data collection and analysis.

Subjectivity: Potential for researcher bias in interpretation.

Complexity in Design: Demands rigorous planning and methodological
rigor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a qualitative case study?
A qualitative case study is a research method that involves an in-depth,
contextual analysis of a single case or multiple cases within a real-life
setting, focusing on understanding complex phenomena through detailed
qualitative data.

How does a qualitative case study differ from
quantitative research?
Qualitative case studies emphasize understanding the meaning, context, and
complexity of a case through non-numerical data like interviews and
observations, whereas quantitative research focuses on numerical data and
statistical analysis to test hypotheses.

What are common data collection methods used in
qualitative case studies?
Common data collection methods include interviews, participant observations,
document analysis, focus groups, and audio-visual materials to gather rich,
detailed information about the case.

What are the main advantages of using a qualitative
case study approach?
Advantages include gaining deep insights into complex issues, exploring the
context and processes in detail, flexibility in data collection, and the
ability to generate new theories or hypotheses.



How is data analyzed in a qualitative case study?
Data analysis in qualitative case studies typically involves coding, thematic
analysis, pattern matching, and narrative analysis to interpret and make
sense of the collected qualitative data.

What are some common challenges faced when
conducting qualitative case studies?
Challenges include managing large volumes of data, ensuring objectivity and
reducing researcher bias, maintaining confidentiality, and generalizing
findings from a single or few cases.

How can validity and reliability be ensured in
qualitative case studies?
Validity and reliability can be enhanced through triangulation of data
sources, member checking, maintaining a clear audit trail, and providing
rich, thick descriptions to support findings.

In which fields are qualitative case studies most
commonly used?
Qualitative case studies are commonly used in social sciences, education,
healthcare, business, psychology, and anthropology to explore complex social
phenomena and human behaviors.

What is the typical structure of a qualitative case
study report?
A qualitative case study report typically includes an introduction,
literature review, methodology, case description, data analysis, findings,
discussion, and conclusion sections.

Additional Resources
1. Case Study Research: Design and Methods by Robert K. Yin
This book is a foundational text for understanding the methodology of case
study research. Yin provides a comprehensive guide on designing and
conducting qualitative case studies, emphasizing the importance of research
design, data collection, and analysis techniques. It is widely used by
scholars and practitioners for its clear and systematic approach.

2. Qualitative Case Study Methodology: Study Design and Implementation for
Novice Researchers by Pamela Baxter and Susan Jack
Baxter and Jack offer a practical guide tailored for beginners in qualitative
case study research. The book details the steps involved in designing,



conducting, and reporting case studies, with an emphasis on rigor and
validity. It also addresses common challenges and provides examples to
enhance understanding.

3. The Art of Case Study Research by Robert E. Stake
Stake’s book delves into the philosophical and practical aspects of case
study research, focusing on the interpretive nature of qualitative inquiry.
He explores different types of case studies and discusses data collection and
analysis from a constructivist perspective. The text is particularly valuable
for researchers interested in the complexities of human experience.

4. Doing Case Study Research: A Practical Guide for Beginning Researchers by
Dawson R. Hancock and Bob Algozzine
This guide is designed for novice researchers and offers step-by-step
instructions for conducting qualitative case studies. It emphasizes practical
strategies for data collection, analysis, and reporting, helping readers
navigate the research process effectively. The book includes examples and
exercises to reinforce learning.

5. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches by
John W. Creswell and Cheryl N. Poth
While covering various qualitative research approaches, this book provides
thorough coverage of case study methodology. Creswell and Poth explain how to
select, design, and implement case studies within the broader qualitative
research landscape. It is useful for researchers deciding among different
qualitative methods.

6. Case Study Research in Education: A Qualitative Approach by Sharan B.
Merriam and Elizabeth J. Tisdell
Focused on education research, this book explores qualitative case study
methods with practical examples and applications. Merriam and Tisdell
emphasize the importance of context and provide detailed guidance on data
collection and analysis. It is well-suited for researchers in education and
social sciences.

7. InterViews: Learning the Craft of Qualitative Research Interviewing by
Steinar Kvale and Svend Brinkmann
Though focused on qualitative interviewing, this book is essential for case
study researchers who rely on interviews as a key data source. The authors
discuss techniques for designing, conducting, and analyzing interviews within
qualitative research. This resource enhances the depth and quality of case
study data collection.

8. Case Study Research: Principles and Practices by John Gerring
Gerring presents a theoretical and methodological examination of case study
research, emphasizing its role in social science. The book addresses the
strengths and limitations of case studies and offers strategies for case
selection and causal inference. It is beneficial for researchers interested
in rigorous qualitative analysis.

9. Doing Qualitative Research Using Your Computer: A Practical Guide by Chris



Hahn
This book provides practical advice on managing and analyzing qualitative
data, including data from case studies, using computer software. Hahn covers
tools and techniques that facilitate coding, organizing, and interpreting
qualitative information. It is especially helpful for researchers aiming to
leverage technology in their case study research.
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  qualitative case study: Case Study Research in Education Sharan B. Merriam, 1991-04-08
A practical guide for designing and carrying out a qualitative case study in education, this text
provides advice for managing all phases of case study research - from translating educational issues
into specific research problems and collecting data to organizing the final case report.
  qualitative case study: Qualitative Research Sharan B. Merriam, 2014-03-25 Praise for the
Third Edition of Qualitative Research: Sharan B. Merriam synthesizes twenty years of developments
in qualitative research with clarity and acumen. ?Michael Quinn Patton, author, Qualitative
Research and Evaluation Methods Here is a qualitative research methods book that reinforces the
connection between professional experience and qualitative inquiry. ?Robert Stake, author, The Art
of Case Study Research and Multiple Case Study Analysis In this new edition, Sharan Merriam once
again presents the world of qualitative research in language engaging and accessible?for new and
experienced readers alike. If you can have only one book about qualitative research, this is it!
?Patricia M. Reeves, associate professor, School of Social Work, University of Georgia Mystified by
qualitative research? You couldn't ask for a better guide than Sharan Merriam, who introduces you
to the fundamental concepts of this research method, explains its complex forms, and then shows
you exactly how to do a high-quality qualitative study. ?M. Carolyn Clark, coeditor, The International
Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education
  qualitative case study: The Art of Case Study Research Robert E. Stake, 1995-04-05 The book
is a concise and very readable guide to case study research. It includes a good introduction to the
theoretical principles underlying qualitative research, and discusses a wide range of qualitative
approaches, namely naturalistic, holistic, ethnographic, phenomenological and biographic research
methods. . . . Stake offers some useful practical advice, for example, on how to conduct in-depth
interviews, how to analyze qualitative data and on report writing. . . . Stake writes in a rather
unusual and very personal style but this makes the text very readable. The author′s obvious passion
for research makes the text even more enjoyable and stimulating. . . . the book. . . seems particularly
appropriate for those undertaking this type of research in the fields of education and social policy.
--Ivana La Valle in Social Research Association News It is gratifying to encounter a text so cogently
advocating the case study method (aka: naturalistic fieldwork) as a legitimate knowledge-enhancing
endeavor. --Sala Horowitz in Academic Library Book Review I have just finished a qualitative case
study based almost entirely on interviews with engineering students. The two sources on which I
depended most heavily were Robert E. Stake′s The Art of Case Study Research and Harry F.
Wolcott′s Writing Up Qualitative Research. I have heard others sing the praises of different works
and I have referred to them, but favor the two mentioned. --Terry C. Hall, Ed.D., Independent
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Scholar This volume consolidates and elaborates ideas Robert E. Stake articulated in earlier journal
articles and chapters in a form that is useful and readily accessible to both practitioners and
students of educational research methods. His unusually personal presentation style and innovative
format for sharing practical tips through authentic examples add to the main treasure of his new
book: an incomparable sophistication about research epistemology and practice. . . . His vast
experience in the field and in the classroom and his intimate knowledge of the literature intersect,
providing the reader with an unusually comprehensive portrayal of a specialized field. . . . The Art of
Case Study Research is a significant contribution to research methodology literature and will
undoubtedly assume quick popularity as a text. --Linda Mabry, Indiana University, Bloomington A
concise and readable primer for doing case study research, the fruit of many years of experience and
wisdom. Robert E. Stake′s book is also valuable as a genuine attempt to integrate, rather than pick
arguments with, the best there is of contending approaches to qualitative inquiry. --A. Michael
Huberman, Harvard University and The Network, Inc. The Art of Case Study Research is most useful
to novices in qualitative inquiry. I could see using it in combination with other texts or readings in an
introductory course to qualitative research methods or in a research methods survey course.
Because of its readable style and wellspring of examples and helpful suggestions, both graduate and
undergraduate students will find the book useful. Researchers seeking to more fully understand the
case study approach as perceived by one of the leaders in case study work will also pick up this
book. Researchers and policymakers in social service agencies may also be interested because case
studies are increasingly part of evaluation strategies. --Corrine Glesne, University of Vermont
Unique in his approach and style, Robert E. Stake draws from naturalistic, holistic, ethnographic,
phenomenological, and biographic methods to present a disciplined, qualitative exploration of case
study methods. In his exploration, Stake uses and annotates an actual case, at Harper School, to
demonstrate to readers how to resolve some of the major issues of case study research; for example,
how to select the case (or cases) that will maximize learning, how to generalize what is learned from
one case to another, and how to interpret what is learned from a case. Uniquely, this book
legitimizes direct interpretation as a case research method. It covers such topics as the differences
between quantitative and qualitative approaches to case study; data gathering, including document
review; coding, sorting, and pattern analysis; the roles of the researcher, triangulation; and
reporting a case study. Also provided are end-of-chapter workshops that help students focus on new
concepts. Written with the inspired and thought-provoking style of a master storyteller, The Art of
Case Study Research helps readers chart their way through the labyrinth of case study research.
  qualitative case study: Case Study Research and Applications Robert K. Yin, 2017-09-27
Recognized as one of the most cited methodology books in the social sciences, the Sixth Edition of
Robert K. Yin's bestselling text provides a complete portal to the world of case study research. With
the integration of 11 applications in this edition, the book gives readers access to exemplary case
studies drawn from a wide variety of academic and applied fields. Ultimately, Case Study Research
and Applications will guide students in the successful design and use of the case study research
method. New to this Edition Includes 11 in-depth applications that show how researchers have
implemented case study methods successfully. Increases reference to relativist and constructivist
approaches to case study research, as well as how case studies can be part of mixed methods
projects. Places greater emphasis on using plausible rival explanations to bolster case study quality.
Discusses synthesizing findings across case studies in a multiple-case study in more detail Adds an
expanded list of 15 fields that have text or texts devoted to case study research. Sharpens discussion
of distinguishing research from non-research case studies. The author brings to light at least three
remaining gaps to be filled in the future: how rival explanations can become more routinely
integrated into all case study research; the difference between case-based and variable-based
approaches to designing and analyzing case studies; and the relationship between case study
research and qualitative research.
  qualitative case study: Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 2009 Providing a complete portal
to the world of case study research, the Fourth Edition of Robert K. Yin’s bestselling text Case Study



Research offers comprehensive coverage of the design and use of the case study method as a valid
research tool. This thoroughly revised text now covers more than 50 case studies (approximately
25% new), gives fresh attention to quantitative analyses, discusses more fully the use of mixed
methods research designs, and includes new methodological insights. The book’s coverage of case
study research and how it is applied in practice gives readers access to exemplary case studies
drawn from a wide variety of academic and applied fields. Key Features of the Fourth Edition
Highlights each specific research feature through 44 boxed vignettes that feature previously
published case studies Provides methodological insights to show the similarities between case
studies and other social science methods Suggests a three-stage approach to help readers define the
initial questions they will consider in their own case study research Covers new material on human
subjects protection, the role of Institutional Review Boards, and the interplay between obtaining IRB
approval and the final development of the case study protocol and conduct of a pilot case Includes
an overall graphic of the entire case study research process at the beginning of the book, then
highlights the steps in the process through graphics that appear at the outset of all the chapters that
follow Offers in-text learning aids including “tips” that pose key questions and answers at the
beginning of each chapter, practical exercises, endnotes, and a new cross-referencing table Case
Study Research, Fourth Edition is ideal for courses in departments of Education, Business and
Management, Nursing and Public Health, Public Administration, Anthropology, Sociology, and
Political Science.
  qualitative case study: The Multiple Case Study Design Daphne Halkias, Michael Neubert,
Paul W. Thurman, Nicholas Harkiolakis, 2022-02-27 Most organizations today operate in volatile
economic and social environments and qualitative research plays an essential role in investigating
leadership and management problems. This unique volume offers novice and experienced
researchers a brief, student-centric research methods text specifically devoted to the multiple case
study design. The multiple case study design is a valuable qualitative research tool in studying the
links between the personal, social, behavioral, psychological, organizational, cultural, and
environmental factors that guide organizational and leadership development. Case study research is
essential for the in-depth study of participants' perspectives on the phenomenon within its natural
context. Rigorously designed management and leadership case studies in the extant literature have a
central focus on individual managers' and leaders' stories and their perceptions of the broader
forces operating within and outside their organizations. This is a comprehensive methodology book
exploring the multiple case study design with step-by-step and easily accessible guidelines on the
topic, making it especially valuable to researchers, academics, and students in the areas of business,
management, and leadership.
  qualitative case study: The Role of Context in Qualitative Case Study Research Vessela
Warren, Robin Bell, 2022 Case study research designs are a popular approach in business and
management and in work-based research projects. Case study as an umbrella research methodology,
under which a researcher adopts different methods for data collection and analysis, is a particularly
useful approach for research projects concerned with an in-depth investigation of a particular
phenomenon within a specific real-life context. The context in case study research plays a key role,
and a researcher needs to carefully consider the choices of case or cases in terms of value and
uniqueness. The role of the researcher as an embedded researcher is also important as case study
research offers a degree of understanding of the context under study that can only come from
personal experience and involvement. There are many approaches to case study research; this SAGE
case study presents and discusses a case study research design using qualitative methods for data
generation such as participant observation, direct observations, and interviews (with individuals and
in a group) to investigate the implementation of a service innovation process. This research
approach was found useful, as the outcome of the study was intended to be an in-depth
understanding of the service innovation process (the phenomenon) that was embedded within the
context-specific settings of a small business services firm (the context).
  qualitative case study: Counseling and Educational Research Rick Houser, 2009 Fills a



special niche for courses in counseling and educational research... The Second Edition of Counseling
and Educational Research: Evaluation and Application emphasizes the importance of being a good
consumer of research and teaches the practitioner how to conduct research in practice. Author Rick
Houser uses concrete examples from the professional literature to demonstrate how to effectively
evaluate and interpret research articles. In order to give the reader a chance to see the evaluation of
an article from beginning to end, this new edition uses several articles throughout the book to
illustrate the methods of evaluation and interpretation rather than using different articles for each
segment of an article. New to the Second Edition Offers more material on qualitative research
Includes a new chapter on statistical methods Provides a new chapter on mixed methods
Incorporates a new chapter on searching articles in professional journals and searching various
online databases Summarizes recent developments through a new chapter on evidence-based
research Presents new articles to draw on for examples Gives ACA ethical guidelines and expanded
coverage on program evaluation Intended Audience This book is specifically written for introductory
courses in research methods at the advanced undergraduate and graduate levels in the fields of
counseling, social work, education, and psychology.
  qualitative case study: Qualitative Research in Counselling and Psychotherapy John
McLeod, 2011-03-17 The need to show how and why counselling works has led to an explosion of
research activity, and a growing focus on research in counselling and psychotherapy teaching and
practice. Yet this book, even now in its second edition, stands alone in addressing qualitative
research in therapy. Leading expert John McLeod helps readers through each stage of the research
process, explaining techniques for gathering data, writing up the study and evaluating the findings.
Each qualitative method is clearly described and critically assessed in terms of its own strengths and
weaknesses. Examples from actual research studies are given to show how the methods work in
practice. This new edition incorporates developments in qualititative research over the last ten years
and includes eight new chapters, covering: - interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA) -
autoethnographic methods - action research - case study methods For all those involved in research -
whether as part of academic study or in practice -this book will be essential reading. As an
introduction to qualitative methods, it is the perfect course text for all training programmes in
counselling, counselling psychology and psychotherapy, and will also be of interest to those who
work in areas such as psychiatry, clinical psychology and mental health nursing, or who provide
counselling in other professional areas such as teaching, nursing and social work. McLeod is
Professor of Counselling, University of Abertay Dundee.
  qualitative case study: Handbook of Research Design and Social Measurement Delbert C.
Miller, Neil J. Salkind, 2002-01-16 If a student researcher had only one handbook on their bookshelf,
Miller and Salkind′s Handbook would certainly have to be it. With the updated material, the addition
of the section on ethical issues (which is so well done that I′m recommending it to the departmental
representative to the university IRB), and a new Part 4 on Qualitative Methods, the new Handbook is
an indispensable resource for researchers. --Dan Cover, Department of Sociology, Furman University
I have observed that most instructors want to teach methodology their way to imbue the course with
their own approach; Miller-Salkind allows one to do this easily. The book is both conceptually strong
(e.g., very good coverage of epistemology, research design and statistics) and at the same time
provides a wealth of practical knowledge (scales, indices, professional organizations, computer
applications, etc.) In addition, it covers the waterfront of methodology. --Michael L. Vasu, Director of
Information Technology, North Carolina State University A unique and excellent reference tool for
all social science researchers, and a good textbook for graduate students and senior year
undergraduate classes. These students are about to enter the real life of research, and need a handy
and comprehensive tool as a starting point that offers shortcuts for getting into real research
projects. For a small project, the book offers enough information to get the project started. For big
projects, the book is ideal for information on where to look for things and examples. --Jianhong Liu,
Department of Sociology, Rhode Island College The book considered a necessity by many social
science researchers and their students has been revised and updated while retaining the features



that made it so useful. The emphasis in this new edition is on the tools graduate students and more
advanced researchers need to conduct high quality research. Features/Benefits: Provides
step-by-step instruction for students′ research training by beginning with how to find a creative idea,
a middle-range theory, and initial hypothesis and proceeds through design, proposal, collection and
analysis of data followed by writing, reporting and publication Section on scales and indices are
organized so that readers can quickly locate and find the type of scale or index in which they may be
interested All sections are now followed by useful and well-considered reference sections so that
readers can read more about each topic Includes updated coverage on new scales, internal and
external validity, and new analytic techniques with extensive references on each Presents extensive
coverage of how to prepare manuscripts for publication, including a list of all journals covered by
Sociological Abstracts along with the editorial office address and URL for each entry Discusses the
importance of policy research with presentation and discussion of specific models as an adjunct to
both applied and basic research techniques Provides extensive coverage of funding opportunities
including those offered by the National Institutes of Health, the National Science Foundation, and a
directory of private funding sources including relevant contact information New to this edition: New
Part 4 by John Creswell and Ray Maietta provides a comprehensive introduction to qualitative
methods including a review of existing computer applications for collecting and analyzing data New
and more current reviews and commentaries have replaced dated or no longer relevant excerpts
Thousands of new references on the assessment of important sociological variables as well as
references to such topics as statistical analysis, computer applications, and specific topics
Thoroughly updated information on the use of computers and online research techniques, including
beginning and intermediate material about the Internet and its use by the modern research scientist
Coherent and thoughtful review of the most popular statistical analysis software packages New
guidelines and discussion of ethical practices in social and behavioral science research, including
extensive coverage of institutional review board procedures and activities Expansion of social
indicators to include international coverage Plus, there is an extensive and well-organized table of
contents with four levels of headings; and, for the first time in the history of the book, a
comprehensive index.
  qualitative case study: Case Study Research in Education Sharan B. Merriam, Merriam has
provided a valuable contribution to researchers seeking depth, richness and relevance that the
qualitative case study can provide. Her book is suitable for a beginning graduate research course or
for anyone commencing study of qualitative research methods. --Educational Studies
  qualitative case study: Social Research Methods Joshua Iyadurai, 2023-06-15 This book
demystifies designing and conducting qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods research with
scientific rigor. Social Research Methods, benefits researchers from theology and religious studies
in designing interdisciplinary research and interacting with social sciences and other disciplines to
study contextually relevant issues by focusing on lived religion, lived theology, lived experience, and
real-world problems. Joshua Iyadurai skillfully guides researchers with a step-by-step guide on the
practical nuances of choosing a topic, engaging literature, selecting a paradigm, collecting and
analyzing data, interpreting the findings, and writing a research proposal and a
dissertation/thesis/article for qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods research. A separate
chapter on supervising and examining social research helps students and professors to understand
each other’s role in field-based studies. Social Research Methods is an indispensable resource for
researchers from theology and religious studies and a valuable practical guide for researchers from
social sciences and humanities. Why Read this Book? · Instills confidence in researchers to design
and conduct qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods research with scientific rigor. · The first of
its kind to introduce qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods strategies with guidance for
choosing a topic and collecting and analyzing data for theology and religious research. · Up to date
and authoritative by arraying current and leading methodology texts with examples for researching
lived experiences, lived religion, and lived theology. · A step-by-step guide for writing every section
of a research proposal and for writing each chapter for qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods



dissertation/thesis, which will make the research journey pleasant for students. · Provides tips for
writing DMin dissertation and journal article. · Offers guidelines for supervisors and examiners for
assisting and assessing student projects. · Review Questions and Further Help at the end of each
chapter; Glossary and Index, which are among other helpful resources for researchers. · An
invaluable resource for students and professors from social sciences, education, development,
management, and the humanities, besides theology and religious studies. · A practical guide for
researchers from churches, religious bodies, NGOs, and others. Review Quotes: “Compared to other
approaches to theology and religious studies, missiology has the propensity to use social science
methods. This clearly written introduction to complex terrain will enable students to navigate it and
develop tools for their own project, and students are more likely to recognize their research
interests in its examples. Especially useful features include the glossary and the section on student
supervisors/mentors and examiners. This volume is authoritative and cognisant of other leading
texts.” KIRSTEEN KIM, Pierson Professor of World Christianity, Fuller Theological Seminary,
co-editor of The Oxford Handbook of Mission Studies “This textbook fills an important niche for
postgraduate researchers embarking on empirical research in Practical Theology or Religious
Studies. Those who have little or no background in the social sciences will find this a clear and
well-structured introduction on how to conceive a research project and what methods are available
to answer their research questions. Reading this before they embark on their journey could save a
lot of problems further down the road.” ANDREW VILLAGE, Professor of Practical and Empirical
Theology, York St John University, author of The Church of England in the First Decade of the 21st
Century “Here is a fascinating and engaging handbook every researcher in theology and religious
studies should read and assimilate. It fulfils a felt need by pooling the wealth of sociological
methodologies and applying them to the scientific study of lived religion. The author has done a
unique service, and his work will remain a point of reference for years.” FELIX WILFRED, Founder
and Director of Asian Centre for Cross Cultural Studies, Chennai, editor of The Oxford Handbook of
Christianity in Asia It is very good to see the use of social science methods being developed to aid
religious studies and theological research. My hope is that this very practical book, using such
up-to-date resources as Alan Bryman’s Social Research Methods (OUP) now in its fifth edition, will
help to develop this important form of study further. ROBIN GILL, Emeritus Professor of Applied
Theology, University of Kent, author of the trilogy on Sociological Theology “This volume fills an
important gap in the field by bringing social scientific methods into theology and religious studies.
All parties in this conversation have much to gain from a sustained dialogue, and this book moves us
in that direction.” JOHN BARTKOWSKI, Professor - Sociology, University of Texas at San Antonio
“This is a valuable resource written in a way that theological students will understand, and
supervisors will appreciate! It takes the student “by the hand” from the formulation of the research
topic through methodological positioning and choices and closes with a chapter on supervision
expectations. I look forward to prescribing it to my own postgraduate students.” NADINE BOWERS
DU TOIT, Professor - Theology and Development, University of Stellenbosch, editor of Race, Faith
and Inequality amongst Young Adults in South Africa: “The highly readable, yet exhaustive and
authoritative text covers all aspects of the variety of methods available to contemporary scientists
who either produce or evaluate empirical research. The text is intended for students and scholars of
theology and religious studies, but anyone interested in how religion is practiced in different cultural
contexts and want to understand individual lived experiences and interpretations will find this text
an invaluable guide.” RALPH W. HOOD Jr., Professor of Psychology, University of Tennessee,
co-editor of Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion series Upon launching out on
research, students and scholars are always on the lookout for good books on research methodology.
In Dr Iyadurai’s book, they will find an excellent manual spanning the length and breadth of what
they are looking for. I strongly recommend this book to all those engaged in research. FRANCIS
GONSALVES SJ, President, Jnana Deepa: Pontifical Athenaeum of Philosophy & Theology, author of
God of Our Soil: Towards Subaltern Trinitarian Theology Joshua Iyadurai has been teaching research
methods to PhD students in Christian Studies for over a decade. He is an expert facilitator in this



hybrid field, helping both theology and religious studies students use social research methods more
rigorously and effectively. This book will be immensely helpful to anyone wanting to do research in
the field of religion, as well as to those in classes focused on research methods. I highly recommend
it. ROBERT K. JOHNSTON, Professor of Theology and Culture, Fuller Theological Seminary,
co-author of Deep Focus: Film and Theology in Dialogue Social Research Methods for Students and
Scholars of Theology and Religious Studies is a masterpiece that draws from Joshua's experience of
teaching social research for two decades. The book aims to catalyze theological scholarship using
social research methods with scientific precision. Scholars, educators, and graduate students will
find this text a welcome resource. I highly recommend it! DAVID TARUS, Executive Director,
Association for Christian Theological Education in Africa (ACTEA), author of A Different Way of
Being
  qualitative case study: Integrated Research Methods In Public Health Muriel J. Harris,
Baraka Muvuka, 2022-12-01 Explore an integrated approach to public health research methods In
Integrated Research Methods in Public Health, a team of eminent public health researchers delivers
an eye-opening exploration of public health research methods presented with integrative approaches
to teaching that facilitate holistic and transformative learning experiences. The methods used in this
book enable students to make connections between concepts and content areas more readily than
with traditional approaches. In this book, readers will find extensive use of the concept of the
co-construction of learning, in which the active participation of students and instructors in an
interactive, varied, and student-centered learning environment is achieved. It also includes: Mini
case studies, team learning exercises and worksheets, and group project outlines Literature reviews
that showcase the latest developments in the research on the subject Integrated considerations of
ethical issues, cultural responsiveness, theoretical foundations, and philosophical underpinnings
Perfect for senior undergraduate and graduate students in public health, Integrated Research
Methods in Public Health will also earn a place in the libraries of public health and social science
academics and researchers, as well as public health practitioners and professionals working in
non-profit organizations with public-health related services.
  qualitative case study: Proceedings of IAC in Vienna 2022 Group of Authors, 2022-12-08
International Academic conferences: -Global Education, Teaching and Learning (IAC-GETL)
-Management, Economics, Business and Marketing (IAC-MEBM) -Transport, Logistics, Tourism and
Sport Science (IAC-TLTS) -Engineering, Robotics, IT and Nanotechnology (IAC-ERITN)
  qualitative case study: Introduction to Nursing Research: Incorporating
Evidence-Based Practice Carol Boswell, Sharon Cannon, 2022-03-29 Introduction to Nursing
Research: Incorporating Evidence-Based Practice, Sixth Edition provides a solid foundation for
teaching and learning the basics of evidence-based practice. Giving students the tools they need to
become effective practitioners, this text is a comprehensive guide for integrating evidence-based
practice and research into the day-to-day work of nursing. Mastery of research will allow students
training to be nurses to provide quality patient care and improve healthcare outcomes overall. As in
previous editions, the authors take a thoughtful and practical approach by combining research,
quality improvement, and evidence-based practice. The Sixth Edition focuses on the connection
between research and evidence-based practice as a foundation for safe and effective health care.
Demonstrating research establishes a foundation that will lead students to evidence-based practice.
Includes coverage of Inter-professional education (IPE) and team research featuring activity and
research examples Discusses COVID-19 in the context of conducting research during a pandemic
The impact of predatory journal publishing in literature reviews Explores the most current research
tools and methods for EBP Discusses the IOM's Future of Nursing report and the ACA
recommendations as they relate to nursing and healthcare Covers cultural diversity and the global
aspects of nursing research Nursing Research Research & Theory © 2023 | 450 pages
  qualitative case study: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human Communication Sciences and
Disorders Jack S. Damico, Martin J. Ball, 2019-03-01 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human
Communication Sciences and Disorders is an in-depth encyclopedia aimed at students interested in



interdisciplinary perspectives on human communication—both normal and disordered—across the
lifespan. This timely and unique set will look at the spectrum of communication disorders, from
causation and prevention to testing and assessment; through rehabilitation, intervention, and
education. Examples of the interdisciplinary reach of this encyclopedia: A strong focus on health
issues, with topics such as Asperger′s syndrome, fetal alcohol syndrome, anatomy of the human
larynx, dementia, etc. Including core psychology and cognitive sciences topics, such as social
development, stigma, language acquisition, self-help groups, memory, depression, memory,
Behaviorism, and cognitive development Education is covered in topics such as cooperative learning,
special education, classroom-based service delivery The editors have recruited top researchers and
clinicians across multiple fields to contribute to approximately 640 signed entries across four
volumes.
  qualitative case study: The Sage Handbook of Mixed Methods Research Design Cheryl N.
Poth, 2023-09-06 With contributions from over 80 of the biggest names and rising stars of the field,
this Handbook is an essential resource for anyone interested in the contemporary, emerging, and
evolving practice of mixed methods research and scholarship. Exploring new and novel applications
of existing mixed methods research design practices, the handbook provides comprehensive
integration guidance while showcasing how design innovations inspire and contribute to
investigating previously under-researched social issues and populations. Through its unique focus on
design and the diverse contexts in which mixed methods research is being applied, this Handbook
prepares researchers for the changing conditions in which they will conduct studies. Newcomers
and seasoned mixed methods researchers alike will find this Handbook a go-to source for tools to
think and act ‘complexively’ and creatively in research design. Using accessible language and
illustrative examples, this Handbook is written for those with various roles and experience in mixed
methods research design. The in-depth discussions led by the interdisciplinary group of 11
internationally renowned editorial section leads project our collective thinking of mixed methods
research design into the future across the following six sections: Section 1: Inspiring Diversity and
Innovation in Mixed Methods Design Section 2: The Craft of Mixed Methods Research Design
Section 3: Expanding Mixed Methods Design Approaches Section 4: Designing Innovative
Integrations with Technology Section 5: Navigating Research Cultures in Mixed Methods Design
Section 6: Exploring Design Possibilities and Challenges for Mixed Methods Research
  qualitative case study: Counseling and Educational Research Rick A. Houser, 2019-02-26
Counseling and Educational Research: Evaluation and Application prepares readers to be good
consumers and evaluators of research. Using concrete examples from published articles, author Rick
A. Houser teaches students to take a systematic approach to evaluating professional literature
critically and using it responsibly. The Fourth Edition covers evidence-based research, qualitative
methods, program evaluation, and mixed methods; includes new discussions on how national
accreditation standards in counseling (CACREP) and education (CAEP) apply to research; and
examines how cultural influences can affect the research process.
  qualitative case study: Making Research Relevant Kelly L. Wester, Carrie A. Wachter Morris,
2024-11-05 Making Research Relevant is the ideal core textbook for master’s-level introduction to
research methods courses in any mental health field. Accessible and user friendly, it is designed to
help trainees and practitioners understand, connect, and apply research to clinical practice and
day-to-day work with students and clients. The text covers foundational concepts, such as research
ethics, the consumption of research, and how to analyze data, as well as an additional 11 applied,
evaluative, and outcome-based research methods that can be applied in practice. Easy to read,
conversational chapters are infused with case examples from diverse settings, paired with brief
video lectures and a practice-based application section which provide vignettes and practice to
guide application and visual components that demonstrate how research methods can benefit mental
health practitioners in real-world scenarios.
  qualitative case study: Urban Cooperation and Climate Governance Jan Beermann,
2017-02-06 Jan Beermann addresses persistent research gaps in urban climate governance and



North-South cooperation. He compares the form, processes and outcomes of four local climate
protection projects conducted as part of German-Indian urban cooperation and explores the
conditions associated with the success and/or failure in these initiatives. The study concludes that
North-South city partnerships struggle to fully realise their potential to foster global climate
protection efforts, specifically in terms of post-project sustainability, multi-level governance
coordination, and mutuality. On the basis of these findings, practical policy recommendations on
how to maximise the outcomes and broaden the scope of urban climate cooperation are provided.
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