
political disinterest

political disinterest represents a significant phenomenon affecting democratic societies
worldwide. It refers to the lack of interest, engagement, or participation in political processes by
individuals or groups. This disinterest can manifest in various forms, including low voter turnout,
disengagement from political discussions, and apathy toward policy issues. Understanding the
causes, consequences, and potential remedies for political disinterest is essential for maintaining
healthy democratic governance. This article explores the multifaceted nature of political disinterest,
examining its underlying reasons, social and psychological factors, and the impact on political
systems. Additionally, it discusses strategies to counteract political disengagement and foster
greater civic participation. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview, including key
definitions, contributing factors, effects on democracy, and possible solutions.

Understanding Political Disinterest

Causes of Political Disinterest

Consequences of Political Disinterest

Addressing Political Disinterest

Understanding Political Disinterest
Political disinterest encompasses a broad spectrum of behaviors characterized by indifference or
lack of enthusiasm toward political matters. It is important to distinguish political disinterest from
political alienation or opposition; the former implies apathy or disengagement, while the latter
involves active dissent. Political disinterest can affect individuals of all demographics but may be
more prevalent among certain groups depending on social, economic, and cultural contexts.
Recognizing the signs and dimensions of political disinterest is crucial for policymakers, scholars,
and civic organizations aiming to engage citizens effectively.

Defining Political Disinterest
At its core, political disinterest denotes a state where individuals exhibit minimal concern or
involvement in political affairs. This can include a lack of knowledge about political candidates,
indifference toward elections, and an absence of participation in political discussions or activities.
Political disinterest differs from political ignorance, although the two can overlap; disinterest implies
a deliberate or unconscious avoidance of politics, whereas ignorance may result from lack of access
or education.



Demographic Patterns
Political disinterest is not uniformly distributed across populations. Research indicates that younger
adults, economically disadvantaged individuals, and marginalized communities often report higher
levels of disinterest. Factors such as educational attainment, media consumption habits, and social
networks also influence the degree of political engagement. Understanding these demographic
patterns helps tailor interventions to specific groups most affected by political disinterest.

Causes of Political Disinterest
The roots of political disinterest are complex and multifactorial. They encompass psychological
factors, structural barriers, and contextual influences. Identifying these causes is essential for
developing effective strategies to increase political engagement.

Psychological Factors
Several psychological elements contribute to political disinterest. These include feelings of
powerlessness, cynicism toward political institutions, and a perceived lack of efficacy. When
individuals believe their participation will not influence outcomes, motivation to engage diminishes.
Additionally, political information overload and complexity can result in disengagement due to
frustration or confusion.

Socioeconomic and Structural Barriers
Economic insecurity, limited access to education, and social exclusion often correlate with political
disinterest. Individuals facing daily survival challenges may prioritize immediate needs over political
involvement. Structural barriers such as restrictive voting laws, inconvenient polling locations, and
lack of civic education further inhibit participation, reinforcing political disinterest among
vulnerable populations.

Media Influence and Information Environment
The media landscape plays a critical role in shaping political interest. Sensationalism, biased
reporting, and misinformation can foster distrust and apathy. Moreover, the rise of digital media has
altered how people consume political content, sometimes promoting echo chambers that discourage
critical engagement with diverse political perspectives.

Consequences of Political Disinterest
Political disinterest carries significant consequences for democratic governance and social cohesion.
The absence of widespread political engagement can undermine the legitimacy and responsiveness
of political institutions.



Impact on Democratic Participation
Low political participation resulting from disinterest hampers the representativeness of elected
officials and policymaking processes. When large segments of the population abstain from voting or
civic activities, elected bodies may fail to reflect the populace's needs and preferences adequately.
This can lead to policy bias favoring more active or privileged groups.

Social and Political Polarization
Political disinterest may contribute indirectly to increased polarization. When moderate or
indifferent voters disengage, political discourse can become dominated by highly motivated partisan
groups. This dynamic intensifies divisions and reduces opportunities for compromise, weakening
democratic deliberation.

Decline in Civic Trust
Persistent political disinterest can erode trust in governmental institutions and public officials. As
citizens withdraw from the political process, perceptions of corruption, inefficiency, or
unresponsiveness may grow, creating a feedback loop that further depresses engagement levels.

Addressing Political Disinterest
Strategies to combat political disinterest focus on enhancing political knowledge, increasing
accessibility, and fostering a sense of efficacy among citizens. Multi-dimensional approaches are
necessary to address the diverse causes and manifestations of political disengagement.

Improving Civic Education
Providing comprehensive and accessible civic education can empower individuals with the
knowledge and skills to participate effectively in political processes. Educational programs should
emphasize critical thinking, the importance of voting, and how government functions. Schools,
community organizations, and media outlets play vital roles in this effort.

Enhancing Accessibility and Convenience
Removing structural barriers to participation is essential. This can include expanding early voting,
implementing mail-in ballots, simplifying registration procedures, and providing multilingual
resources. Making participation more convenient encourages broader involvement, particularly
among underrepresented groups.

Building Trust and Political Efficacy
Rebuilding trust in political institutions requires transparency, accountability, and responsiveness



from elected officials. Engaging citizens through participatory budgeting, public consultations, and
community forums can foster a sense of political efficacy, motivating individuals to reengage with
the political system.

Utilizing Media and Technology Effectively
Leveraging positive aspects of digital media can help counteract political disinterest. Initiatives
include promoting balanced news coverage, combating misinformation, and using social media
platforms to engage younger demographics in meaningful political dialogue.

Comprehensive civic education programs

Structural reforms to increase voting accessibility

Transparency and accountability measures

Innovative use of media and technology for engagement

Frequently Asked Questions

What is political disinterest?
Political disinterest refers to a lack of interest, concern, or engagement in political processes, issues,
or activities.

What are the main causes of political disinterest?
Main causes include political alienation, lack of trust in politicians, feeling that one's vote doesn't
matter, limited political knowledge, and disengagement from political discussions.

How does political disinterest affect democratic participation?
Political disinterest often leads to lower voter turnout and reduced civic engagement, which can
weaken democratic processes and representation.

Is political disinterest more common among certain age
groups?
Yes, political disinterest tends to be higher among younger populations, particularly adolescents and
young adults, though it can affect all age groups.



Can social media contribute to political disinterest?
While social media can increase political awareness, it can also contribute to political disinterest
through misinformation, echo chambers, and political fatigue.

What role does education play in political interest?
Higher levels of education generally correlate with increased political interest and participation, as
education fosters critical thinking and awareness of political issues.

How do political disinterest and political apathy differ?
Political disinterest is a lack of interest in politics, while political apathy refers to indifference or
lack of concern about political matters; the two often overlap but are not identical.

What are some strategies to reduce political disinterest?
Strategies include improving civic education, increasing transparency in government, encouraging
inclusive political dialogue, and making political participation more accessible and relevant.

Does political disinterest impact policy outcomes?
Yes, political disinterest can skew policy outcomes by reducing voter turnout and civic engagement,
often favoring more organized and motivated interest groups.

Additional Resources
1. The Silent Citizen: Understanding Political Disengagement
This book explores the reasons behind political apathy in modern democracies. It delves into social,
economic, and psychological factors that contribute to citizens' lack of interest in politics. The
author also discusses the consequences of disengagement on democratic processes and governance.

2. Disenchanted Democracy: The Rise of Political Indifference
Focusing on the growing trend of political disinterest, this book analyzes how disillusionment with
political institutions and leaders fosters voter apathy. It examines historical patterns and
contemporary case studies to understand the erosion of civic participation. The book offers insights
into potential reforms to re-engage the public.

3. Politics Without Passion: The Crisis of Civic Engagement
This work investigates the decline in passionate political involvement among citizens, highlighting
how media saturation and polarization contribute to detachment. It argues that political disinterest
undermines effective policymaking and social cohesion. The author proposes strategies for
revitalizing interest in political life.

4. The Disengaged Electorate: Causes and Consequences
By combining empirical research and theoretical perspectives, this book identifies key causes of
electoral disengagement such as distrust, complexity, and misinformation. It also assesses the
impact of low voter turnout on democracy and governance. The book suggests practical measures to



encourage active political participation.

5. Alienation and Apathy: The Psychology of Political Disinterest
This book offers a psychological perspective on why individuals become indifferent to politics. It
explores themes of alienation, cynicism, and the perceived inefficacy of political action. The author
draws on studies in behavioral science to explain how political disinterest manifests and how it
might be addressed.

6. The Quiet Crisis: Political Disinterest in the 21st Century
A comprehensive overview of political disengagement trends in recent decades, this book examines
factors such as technology, globalization, and changing social norms. It discusses the implications of
widespread political apathy for democracy and public policy. The author calls for renewed efforts in
civic education and community building.

7. Beyond the Ballot: Why Citizens Withdraw from Politics
This book investigates the reasons why many individuals choose to abstain from voting and political
activism. It highlights structural barriers, disenchantment, and alternative forms of political
expression outside traditional channels. The author emphasizes the importance of understanding
diverse forms of political withdrawal.

8. Disinterest and Democracy: Challenges to Political Participation
Exploring the tension between democratic ideals and declining political interest, this book addresses
how disinterest challenges democratic legitimacy. It offers comparative analyses from different
countries to illustrate varying patterns of civic disengagement. The text proposes innovative
approaches to fostering inclusive political engagement.

9. Unheard Voices: Political Disinterest Among Youth
Focusing on younger generations, this book examines why many young people feel disconnected
from politics. It discusses educational gaps, social media influence, and generational shifts in values.
The author advocates for targeted policies and programs to engage youth in meaningful political
participation.
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politicians, and administrations alike on how to get the most out of online participation formats.
  political disinterest: The Political Attitudes of Divided European Citizens Christian
Lahusen, 2020-11-02 The Open Access version of this book, available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781003046653, has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license. This book unveils the significant
impact of the European integration process on the political thinking of European citizens. With close
attention to the interrelation between social and political divisions, it shows that an integrated
Europe promotes consensus but also propagates growing dissent among its citizens, with both
objective inequalities and the subjective perception of these inequalities fuelling political dissent.
Based on original data sets developed from two EU-funded projects across eight and nine European
countries, the volume demonstrates the important role played by the social structure of European
social space in conditioning political attitudes and preferences. It shows, in particular, that
Europeans are highly sensitive to unequal living conditions between European countries, thus
affecting their political support of national politics and the European Union. As such, it will appeal to
scholars of sociology and politics with interests in Europe and the European Union, European
integration and political sociology.
  political disinterest: The Political Behaviour of Temporary Workers Paul Marx,
2015-08-25 Insecure temporary employment is growing in Europe, but we know little about how
being in such jobs affects political preferences and behaviour. Combining insights from psychology,
political science and labour market research, this book offers new theories and evidence on the
political repercussions of temporary jobs.
  political disinterest: The Oxford Handbook of Political Representation in Liberal Democracies
Robert Rohrschneider, Jacques Thomassen, 2020-07-28 The Handbook of Political Representation in
Liberal Democracies offers a state-of-the-art assessment of the functioning of political
representation in liberal democracies. In 34 chapters the world's leading scholars on the various
aspects of political representation address eight broad themes: The concept and theories of political
representation, its history and the main requisites for its development; elite orientations and
behavior; descriptive representation; party government and representation; non-electoral forms of
political participation and how they relate to political representation; the challenges to
representative democracy originating from the growing importance of non-majoritarian institutions
and social media; the rise of populism and its consequences for the functioning of representative
democracy; the challenge caused by economic and political globlization: what does it mean for the
functioning of political representation at the national leval and is it possible to develop institutions of
representative democracy at a level above the state that meet the normative criteria of
representative democracy and are supported by the people? The various chapters offer a
comprehensive review of the literature on the various aspects of political representation. The main
organizing principle of the Handbook is the chain of political representation, the chain connecting
the interests and policy preferences of the people to public policy via political parties, parliament,
and government. Most of the chapters assessing the functioning of the chain of political
representation and its various links are based on original comparative political research.
Comparative research on political representation and its various subfields has developed
dramatically over the last decades so that even ten years ago a Handbook like this would have
looked totally different.
  political disinterest: The Conundrum of Electoral Apathy Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-16 In an
era marked by declining voter turnout and rising political apathy, this book delves into the enigmatic
phenomenon that threatens the vitality of our democracies: electoral apathy. With meticulous
research and engaging prose, this comprehensive exploration examines the intricate factors that
contribute to this growing disengagement, offering a profound understanding of the challenges we
face and illuminating the path towards a more engaged citizenry. We embark on a journey to dissect
the role of media, the impact of political cynicism, the influence of socioeconomic and demographic
variables, and the challenges posed by structural barriers. Through this multifaceted analysis, we



uncover the complex interplay of forces that shape voter behavior and identify the root causes of
electoral apathy. The media, with its immense power to shape public opinion, is scrutinized for its
role in fueling cynicism or fostering informed engagement. We investigate the consequences of
issue-based and competitive-based political coverage, exploring the potential for alternative media
formats to promote more substantive and engaging political discourse. Political cynicism, a corrosive
force that undermines trust in political institutions and processes, is another major contributor to
electoral apathy. We delve into the psychological underpinnings of cynicism, examining its causes
and consequences. By understanding the factors that breed cynicism, we can work towards fostering
a more optimistic and hopeful outlook on the political process, thereby encouraging greater
participation. Socioeconomic and demographic factors also play a significant role in shaping voter
turnout. This book sheds light on the disparities in political engagement across different economic
strata, educational levels, age groups, racial and ethnic demographics, and geographic regions. By
identifying these disparities, we can design targeted interventions and policies to address the
barriers that prevent certain segments of the population from fully participating in the electoral
process. In addition to these individual-level factors, structural barriers can also hinder voter
participation. This book examines the impact of gerrymandering, voter suppression tactics,
campaign finance laws, and the complexity of voter registration processes. By shedding light on
these barriers, we can advocate for reforms that promote greater inclusivity and accessibility in our
electoral systems. This book is a clarion call for a more engaged and active citizenry. By
comprehensively examining the causes of electoral apathy and proposing actionable solutions, it
seeks to revitalize civic engagement and strengthen the foundations of our democracies. Our goal is
to ensure that the voices of all citizens are heard in the halls of power, shaping a future where every
individual has a say in the decisions that govern their lives. If you like this book, write a review!
  political disinterest: Democratization of Africa and Its Impact on the Global Economy
Tshishonga, Ndwakhulu, Tshabangu, Icarbord, 2024-01-16 Democratization of Africa and Its Impact
on the Global Economy delves into the intricate relationship between democracy, governance, and
development in Africa, shedding light on the continent's progress and its implications for the global
economy. From its historical context rooted in colonialism and apartheid regimes to the present-day
challenges of weak governance and underdevelopment, this book critically examines the factors that
have shaped Africa's political and socioeconomic landscape. This book offers a comprehensive
exploration of democracy, governance, and development in Africa. It delves into various topics such
as models of democracy, electoral systems, political leadership, state building, democratic deficits,
political violence, corruption, and the challenges of democratic consolidation. Additionally, it
examines the significance of democratic governance, good governance principles, civil society
engagement, and political accountability in shaping Africa's political landscape. Through a
multi-disciplinary lens encompassing political science, development studies, anthropology, sociology,
international relations, and public administration, the book offers a platform for scholars,
practitioners, policymakers, and researchers to engage in critical dialogue and propose innovative
strategies for Africa's renewal.
  political disinterest: Political Marketing Zakari Bukari, Abu Bakar A Hamid, Hishamuddin MD
SOM, 2020-09-25 Political marketing is part and parcel of political life. Politicians, government and
council departments have incorporate marketing in their pursuit of political goals. They are aware
when deciding on policies and service deliverances; understand people they serve and seek votes
from them and thus create new segments to target and creation of the political brand to develop an
attractive vision. The objectives of this study are to examine voters` behaviour, the role of loyalty,
trust, and voting intention in selecting political leaders in Ghana. Data gathered from 520 eligible
voters who have voted at least two times. Structural Equation Modeling Smart PLS was employed
generate the findings. The outcome revealed that, candidate personality, epistemic value,
contingency situation and political issues have a positive and significant influence on voting
intention. However the social imagery had no effect on voting intention from the voters`
perspectives. Voters` loyalty and trust moderates voting intention on the aggregate level. This



finding suggested that political issues engagement with voter audience need to be revisited through
civic education. Given the importance that democratic societies placed on citizens’ participation in
an electoral process. Incorporating their views, opinions and feelings on trust and loyalty to a party
on their voting intention will offers an empirical dimension to the evaluation of voters` behaviour
and also help the leadership of the various political parties in Ghana in their quest to develop
appropriate strategies with the so aim of winning election. As marketers do to win their customers
against their competitors.
  political disinterest: Routledge Library Editions: Women and Politics Various, 2021-06-23
Routledge Library Editions: Women and Politics (9 Volume set) presents titles, originally published
between 1981 and 1993. The set draws attention to the importance of women and how their
presence and active involvement, in politics and related fields, during the twentieth century has
been crucial throughout the world.
  political disinterest: Voters on the Move or on the Run? Bernhard Weßels, Hans Rattinger,
Sigrid Roßteutscher, Rüdiger Schmitt-Beck, 2014-05-15 Voters on the Move or on the Run?
addresses electoral change, the reasons, and the consequences. By investigating heterogeneity of
voting, and complexity of voting and its context the volume shows that increasing heterogeneity is
not arbitrary and unstructured. Heterogeneity of voting rather is a way of voters dealing with the
increasing complexity of the context of elections - diversified social structures, increasing
differentiation of political supply, increasing complexity of the information environment. By
analysing the conditions of heterogeneity and showing that the calculus of voting becomes more and
more conditional in terms of what voters regard as relevant criteria for vote choice, the book
demonstrates that the new feature of electoral behaviour is structured heterogeneity. The
dimensions of differentiation of the electorate are cognitive capacity and the structure of individual
information acquisition systems. The book demonstrates that voters are on the move looking for
appropriate answers to new complexities rather than on the run. The book uses data predominantly
from the German Longitudinal Election Study (GLES), and also comparative data from the
Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES). Cross-sectional analysis is complemented by long-
and short-term dynamic analyses with panel data, and comparative analyses.
  political disinterest: Tertiary Student Migration from Central Asia to Germany Nargiza
Abdullaeva, 2020-01-02 Nargiza Abdullaeva examines student migration phenomenon from Central
Asia to Germany. In her research she combines inimitably three levels of analysis: micro level
explores Central Asian students’ and graduates’ individual characteristics, their life courses before
and during their studies in Germany, students’ return/non-return intentions after graduation in
Germany and their motivations. Meso level deals with circular migration and social remittances’
transfer, and the macro level looks into policy mechanisms on the part of sending Central Asian
republics and Germany as a receiving country. The findings reveal that the student migration serves
as a realistic channel for the out-migration of highly qualified people (brain-drain) and that the brain
circulation practically does not exist.
  political disinterest: Innovations for a Sustainable Well-Being: Empowering Today’s
Youth Dr. D. Ayub Khan Dawood, Dr. Kalyani Kenneth, Dr. Vyjayanthi Mala, Dr. Moon Moon
Hussain , Professor Tasya Aspiranti, Rania Lampou, Dr Hannah John PhD., 2025-02-12 Young people
play a vital role in advancing sustainable development, climate action, and innovation. They are not
just recipients of change but active stakeholders and catalysts in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Despite their immense creativity, entrepreneurial mindset, and unique
talents, youth-led innovations often lack sufficient resources and recognition. Unlocking their
potential and harnessing their drive is essential to cultivating future sustainability leaders across
different fields. In a rapidly evolving world shaped by technological progress, shifting global trends,
and changing socio-economic landscapes, youth empowerment has become a crucial foundation for
building a resilient and prosperous future. The concept of sustainable wellbeing among today’s
youth has gained significant attention across various sectors. As we look toward the future, it is
increasingly evident that fostering the potential and ambitions of young people is not merely an



option; it is a necessity for progress and sustainability. Empowering youth is of paramount
importance. They are not just passive inheritors of the world we create but the architects of
tomorrow’s reality. Their creativity, innovation, and fresh perspectives will influence societies,
industries, and policies in the years ahead. However, true empowerment goes beyond education; it
involves equipping them with the necessary tools, knowledge, skills, and opportunities to take
control of their futures and contribute meaningfully to global progress. In fact, this concept extends
beyond personal development to broader societal advancement. An empowered youth population
fuels economic growth by introducing fresh ideas and entrepreneurial ventures that drive
innovation. Additionally, an engaged and informed youth demographic plays a critical role in shaping
social and political discourse, ensuring that their concerns and aspirations are reflected in
decision-making processes. Nevertheless, the journey toward youth empowerment is complex and
multifaceted. It requires addressing key challenges such as equitable access to education,
meaningful employment opportunities, mental health support, and the creation of environments that
nurture personal growth and confidence. Achieving this goal demands a collective effort from
governments, educational institutions, community organizations, and the private sector to build an
ecosystem that supports, guides, and uplifts young individuals. Throughout this conference
proceeding, we will examine the key aspects of sustainable wellbeing and transformative strategies
of youth empowerment. Through this dialogue, we aim to spark ideas, foster meaningful discussions,
and emphasize the urgency of investing in today’s youth to build a stronger, more resilient future.
  political disinterest: The Future of our Democracies M. Bruter, S. Harrison, 2009-09-16 This
book presents the results of a new comparative research project on the trajectories, motivations,
perceptions and attitudes of young members (aged 18-25) of 15 different European political parties
in the UK, France, Germany, Spain, Norway and Hungary. The project combined a mass survey of
2919 young party members with 517 in-depth interviews.
  political disinterest: Understanding Institutionalized Education Roland Reichenbach,
2020-07-24 Currently, the school as an institution is faced with a number of controversial
expectations on behalf of society and politics in view of its significance, effectivity, and
instrumentality. Frequently applied tests and longitudinal studies should measure the performance
level of our educational system constantly, but there is still an ongoing disagreement in terms of of
the organisation of schools and curricula. This book opposes the monopolizing of the school, arguing
that it is irrelevant or guided by particular interests and recent tendencies that solely and primarily
define the significance of school by its effectivity. The text defends the school as a place that should
enable young people to become sociable and as a place of self-education. In doing so, it
differentiates between pedagogical and extra-pedagogical tasks of schools, emphasises the
importance of teachers as persons, and stresses the contributions of curricula and education that are
fundamental for social cohesion, which are often not acknowledged in pedagogical theory. The
book’s plea addresses student teachers and teachers of all subjects and school levels, as well as
everybody that is, directly or indirectly, affected by the transformation processes regarding this
institution and who wants to engage in a pointedly critical discussion on current reforms.
  political disinterest: Consuming Politics Dan Cassino, Yasemin Besen-Cassino, 2009 In this
book, the authors use a combination of methods to understand how young people in the early
twenty-first century see the political world, and why they are choosing not to be engaged in it.
Special attention is paid to The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, the one political outlet that young
people of all political stripes can agree on. Minimizing academic jargon and translating statistics
into plain language, Consuming Politics is accessible to anyone who wants to know what happened
to the angry youth and what can be done about it.
  political disinterest: Young People in Complex and Unequal Societies , 2022-05-02 Youth
studies in Latin America and Spain face numerous challenges. This book delves into youth
experiences in the 21st century, shaped by complex and pressing issues: the surge of youth cultures
and groups, visual images of youth throughout time, and fragmented youth experiences in radically
unequal societies. It analyzes young people as precarious natives in global capitalism and labor



uncertainty, juvenicide, feminist discourse, social networks, intimacy and sexual affection among
young people in a context of growing claims of gender equality. Also included are rural and
indigenous youth as political actors, the actions of young political activists within government
administrations, the experience of youth migration and empowerment, and young people dealing
with the digital world. How have youth studies approached these issues in Latin America and Spain?
Which were the main developments and transformations in this research field over the past years?
Where is it heading? Contributors are: Jorge Benedicto, Maritza Urteaga, Dolores Rocca, José
Antonio Pérez Islas, Juan Carlos Revilla, Mariano Urraco, Almudena Moreno, Óscar Aguilera,
Marcela Saá, Rafael Merino, Ana Miranda, Carles Feixa, Gonzalo Saraví, Antonio Santos-Ortega,
David Muñoz-Rodríguez, Arantxa Grau-Muñoz, José Manuel Valenzuela, Silvia Elizalde, Mónica
Figueras, Mittzy Arciniega, Nele Hansen, Tanja Strecker, Elisa G. de Castro, Melina Vázquez, René
Unda, Daniel Llanos, Sonia Páez de la Torre, Pere Soler, Daniel Calderón, and Stribor Kuric.
  political disinterest: Democracy, Socialization and Conflicting Loyalties in East and West Henk
Dekker, Russell F. Farnen, Daniel B. German, Rudiger Meyenberg, 2016-07-27 The 22 essays in this
volume discuss contemporary trends in democratization, nationalism, political socialization,
authoritarianism, and other topics such as conflicting loyalties in Europe and the US. Since there are
seven different countries represented among the authors who have contributed to this volume, they
have produced a unique, international, comparative and cross-national research perspective on
significant issues in contemporary politics, socialization, and education. This book provides an
interesting collection of empirical research findings and scholarly syntheses of quantitative and
qualitative research efforts. Major emphasis in these studies is on the impact of socialization forces
and political socialization of youth from various sources. Some research studies are
quasi-longitudinal, treating different regions in Europe, and emphasizing significant themes such as
racism, intolerance, xenophobia, the European Union, and democratic political philosophy and
citizenship.
  political disinterest: Public Administration in Germany Sabine Kuhlmann, Isabella Proeller,
Dieter Schimanke, Jan Ziekow, 2021-01-29 This open access book presents a topical, comprehensive
and differentiated analysis of Germany’s public administration and reforms. It provides an overview
on key elements of German public administration at the federal, Länder and local levels of
government as well as on current reform activities of the public sector. It examines the key
institutional features of German public administration; the changing relationships between public
administration, society and the private sector; the administrative reforms at different levels of the
federal system and numerous sectors; and new challenges and modernization approaches like
digitalization, Open Government and Better Regulation. Each chapter offers a combination of
descriptive information and problem-oriented analysis, presenting key topical issues in Germany
which are relevant to an international readership.
  political disinterest: The Crisis of Liberal Internationalism Yoichi Funabashi, G. John
Ikenberry, 2020-02-04 A 2020 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title Japan's challenges and
opportunities in a new era of uncertainty Henry Kissinger wrote a few years ago that Japan has been
for seven decades “an important anchor of Asian stability and global peace and prosperity.”
However, Japan has only played this anchoring role within an American-led liberal international
order built from the ashes of World War II. Now that order itself is under siege, not just from
illiberal forces such as China and Russia but from its very core, the United States under Donald
Trump. The already evident damage to that order, and even its possible collapse, pose particular
challenges for Japan, as explored in this book. Noted experts survey the difficult position that Japan
finds itself in, both abroad and at home. The weakening of the rules-based order threatens the very
basis of Japan's trade-based prosperity, with the unreliability of U.S. protection leaving Japan
vulnerable to an economic and technological superpower in China and at heightened risk from a
nuclear North Korea. Japan's response to such challenges are complicated by controversies over
constitutional revision and the dark aspects of its history that remain a source of tension with its
neighbors. The absence of virulent strains of populism have helped to provide Japan with a stable



platform from which to pursue its international agenda. Yet with a rapidly aging population,
widening intergenerational inequality, and high levels of public debt, the sources of Japan's
stability—its welfare state and immigration policies—are becoming increasingly difficult to sustain.
Each of the book's chapters is written by a specialist in the field, and the book benefits from
interviews with more than 40 Japanese policymakers and experts, as well as a public opinion survey.
The book outlines today's challenges to the liberal international order, proposes a role for Japan to
uphold, reform and shape the order, and examines Japan's assets as well as constraints as it seeks to
play the role of a proactive stabilizer in the Asia-Pacific.
  political disinterest: Conspicuous Corporation Neil J. Mitchell, 2025-10-01 Why, despite the
political advantages of business in the policy process, do business interests still sometimes lose
policy fights in the political system? Money, mobility, connections, and incentives load the political
system in favor of business interests. Against the odds, when the conspicuous corporation meets the
virtuous politician, business often loses in the policy struggle. In answering this question, Neil J.
Mitchell reassesses the dimensions of business power in the political system and provides a fresh
consideration of how economic power translates into political power. Charles Lindbloom's analysis of
business power provides a point of departure for an examination of the evidence on business
influence over public preferences, on the importance of business confidence to politicians, and on
the financial and lobbying activities of business interests. Mitchell then considers the position of
labor unions--the traditional opposition to business--in contemporary policy making. Finally, he
discusses the conditions under which business power breaks down. This is accompanied by an
analysis of a variety of cases in which business has attempted to influence the policy making process
to test his findings. Extensively researched, this book sheds new light on the activities of business in
politics, on the strength of interests opposing business, and on business policy failures in the United
States and the United Kingdom. The empirical analysis builds on survey data, extensive interviews,
and archival research. The relationship between business and government is a core topic for
economists, sociologists and political scientists, taking us from heroic struggles over policy to sordid
episodes of political corruption. The book will be of interest to scholars in the social sciences and in
business schools as well as to the general reader interested in power and influence in representative
democracies. Neil Mitchell is Professor of Political Science, University of New Mexico.
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