
pragmatism in education dewey

pragmatism in education dewey represents a transformative approach to teaching and learning that

emphasizes experience, critical thinking, and adaptability. John Dewey, a prominent American

philosopher and educator, pioneered this philosophy, asserting that education should be grounded in

real-life experiences and foster active problem-solving skills. This educational paradigm shifts the focus

from rote memorization to experiential learning, where students engage actively with their environment

to construct knowledge. Dewey’s pragmatism in education advocates for a democratic classroom

environment that encourages collaboration, inquiry, and reflection. Throughout this article, the core

principles of Dewey’s pragmatism, its implementation in modern education, and its lasting impact on

teaching methodologies will be explored. To facilitate understanding, the article is organized into key

sections covering Dewey’s philosophical foundations, practical applications, benefits, and challenges.

Philosophical Foundations of Pragmatism in Education

Core Principles of Dewey’s Pragmatism in Education

Implementation of Pragmatism in Contemporary Classrooms

Benefits of Pragmatism in Education According to Dewey

Challenges and Criticisms of Dewey’s Pragmatic Approach

Philosophical Foundations of Pragmatism in Education

The roots of pragmatism in education Dewey developed lie in the broader philosophical movement of

pragmatism, which emphasizes practical consequences and real-world applications of ideas. Dewey’s



educational philosophy is deeply influenced by pragmatist thinkers such as Charles Sanders Peirce

and William James. At its core, pragmatism posits that truth is not absolute but is continually tested

through experience and inquiry. Education, therefore, is a dynamic process that should prepare

students to navigate and solve problems in their everyday lives. Dewey’s interpretation of pragmatism

rejects traditional authoritarian education models that prioritize passive reception of knowledge,

replacing them with active experimentation and reflective thinking.

Dewey’s View on Knowledge and Learning

Dewey viewed knowledge as a tool for living rather than a static collection of facts. He argued that

learning occurs through a continuous interaction between the learner and their environment, where

ideas are tested and refined based on their usefulness. This experiential learning cycle involves active

engagement, reflection, and adaptation, emphasizing that education must connect with students’

interests and experiences.

The Role of Experience in Dewey’s Pragmatism

Experience is central to Dewey’s educational theory. He believed that education should be rooted in

meaningful activities that relate to students’ lives. Through experience, learners develop critical

thinking and problem-solving skills, which are essential for democratic participation and personal

growth. Dewey posited that experiences should be both educative and transformative, promoting

intellectual and social development.

Core Principles of Dewey’s Pragmatism in Education

Dewey’s pragmatism in education is characterized by several core principles that guide teaching and

learning processes. These principles highlight the importance of active learning, democratic

classrooms, and the integration of curriculum with real-life situations.



Learning by Doing

One of Dewey’s most influential concepts is “learning by doing,” which advocates for hands-on,

experiential learning. Rather than passive listening, students engage in activities that require critical

thinking, experimentation, and collaboration. This approach fosters deeper understanding and retention

of knowledge.

Education as a Social Process

Dewey emphasized education as inherently social, where communication and interaction among

students and teachers enrich learning. He believed that schools should mirror democratic society by

encouraging dialogue, cooperation, and shared decision-making, preparing students for active

citizenship.

Curriculum Connected to Life

According to Dewey, curriculum should not be an arbitrary collection of subjects but must relate

directly to students’ experiences and future lives. Integrating practical problems and interdisciplinary

content helps students see the relevance of their education and motivates meaningful engagement.

Implementation of Pragmatism in Contemporary Classrooms

The practical application of pragmatism in education Dewey envisioned has influenced numerous

teaching strategies and educational reforms. Modern classrooms that adopt Dewey’s principles focus

on interactive, student-centered learning environments that promote inquiry and collaboration.

Project-Based Learning

Project-based learning (PBL) exemplifies Dewey’s “learning by doing” philosophy. In PBL, students



work on real-world projects that require problem-solving, research, and teamwork. This method

encourages critical thinking and connects academic content to practical applications.

Collaborative Learning Environments

Dewey’s emphasis on social learning manifests in classrooms that foster group work and peer

interaction. Collaborative learning helps students develop communication skills, empathy, and a deeper

understanding of diverse perspectives.

Reflective Practice in Education

Reflective thinking, a key aspect of Dewey’s pragmatism, is encouraged through journaling,

discussions, and self-assessment. Reflective practice enables students to evaluate their experiences

critically and apply insights to future learning situations.

Benefits of Pragmatism in Education According to Dewey

Adopting pragmatism in education Dewey advocated offers several significant benefits for learners,

educators, and society as a whole. These advantages contribute to more effective, meaningful, and

democratic educational experiences.

Enhanced Critical Thinking: Students develop skills to analyze, evaluate, and solve problems

instead of memorizing information.

Increased Engagement: Connecting learning to real-life experiences boosts student motivation

and participation.

Preparation for Democratic Citizenship: Collaborative and reflective learning prepares students



for responsible social participation.

Adaptability and Lifelong Learning: Emphasizing inquiry and reflection equips learners to adapt to

changing environments and continue learning beyond school.

Inclusive Education: Pragmatism’s focus on experience and social interaction supports diverse

learning styles and backgrounds.

Challenges and Criticisms of Dewey’s Pragmatic Approach

Despite its many strengths, pragmatism in education Dewey proposed faces several challenges and

criticisms in practice. Understanding these limitations is essential for effective application and ongoing

development of pragmatic educational models.

Implementation Difficulties

Integrating experiential and democratic learning in traditional education systems can be challenging

due to standardized curricula, testing pressures, and limited resources. Teachers may require

additional training and support to facilitate student-centered approaches effectively.

Balancing Structure and Flexibility

Critics argue that while pragmatism values flexibility, some degree of structure is necessary to ensure

comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills. Finding the right balance between open

inquiry and guided instruction remains a complex task.



Concerns About Academic Rigor

Some educators worry that an overemphasis on experience and project work may compromise

academic rigor or neglect foundational knowledge. Ensuring that pragmatic methods maintain high

standards while promoting engagement is a continuous challenge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is pragmatism in education according to John Dewey?

Pragmatism in education, according to John Dewey, is an approach that emphasizes learning through

experience, critical thinking, and problem-solving rather than rote memorization. Dewey believed

education should be student-centered and connected to real-life situations.

How does John Dewey's pragmatism influence modern educational

practices?

Dewey's pragmatism influences modern education by promoting active learning, collaboration, and the

integration of curriculum with students' interests and experiences. It encourages educators to focus on

developing critical thinking and practical skills.

What role does experiential learning play in Dewey's educational

philosophy?

Experiential learning is central to Dewey's pragmatism; he argued that students learn best through

hands-on activities and reflection on their experiences, enabling them to apply knowledge meaningfully

and adapt to new situations.

How does Dewey's pragmatism address the role of the teacher in the



classroom?

In Dewey's pragmatism, the teacher acts as a facilitator or guide rather than a lecturer, creating

environments that encourage exploration, inquiry, and collaboration among students.

What is the connection between pragmatism and democratic

education in Dewey's theory?

Dewey linked pragmatism with democratic education by emphasizing that schools should foster

democratic values through cooperative learning, critical dialogue, and preparing students to participate

actively in society.

How does Dewey's pragmatism view the purpose of education?

Dewey viewed the purpose of education as preparing individuals to live effectively in a constantly

changing society by developing their ability to think critically, solve problems, and engage in lifelong

learning.

Can Dewey's pragmatic approach be applied in today’s technology-

driven classrooms?

Yes, Dewey's pragmatic approach can be applied today by integrating technology to create interactive,

experiential learning opportunities that encourage students to explore, experiment, and collaborate.

What criticisms exist regarding Dewey’s pragmatism in education?

Critics argue that Dewey's pragmatism may underemphasize foundational knowledge and academic

rigor, and that its focus on experience can be challenging to standardize across diverse educational

settings.

How does Dewey’s concept of reflective thinking relate to pragmatism



in education?

Reflective thinking, a key component of Dewey's pragmatism, involves students actively analyzing their

experiences and learning processes to make informed decisions and deepen understanding.

What are practical examples of implementing Dewey’s pragmatism in

classrooms?

Practical examples include project-based learning, collaborative group work, problem-solving activities,

community service projects, and inquiry-based lessons that connect curriculum to students' real-world

lives.

Additional Resources

1. Democracy and Education by John Dewey

This foundational work by John Dewey explores the relationship between education and democratic

society. Dewey argues that education should be grounded in experience and foster critical thinking,

problem-solving, and active participation. The book lays the groundwork for pragmatism in education,

emphasizing learning through doing and the social nature of education.

2. Experience and Education by John Dewey

In this concise classic, Dewey reflects on traditional and progressive education, advocating for

experiential learning. He stresses the importance of connecting education to students’ real-life

experiences and encourages educators to create environments that support active inquiry. The book

remains a key text for understanding pragmatic approaches in pedagogy.

3. The Child and the Curriculum by John Dewey

Dewey examines the dynamic relationship between the child and the curriculum in this influential work.

He challenges rigid, rote learning and promotes a curriculum that evolves from the interests and needs

of the child. The book highlights the pragmatist belief in education as an interactive, evolving process.



4. Pragmatism and Education: John Dewey’s Philosophy in Practice by Douglas J. Simpson

This book offers a comprehensive analysis of how Dewey’s pragmatist philosophy has influenced

contemporary educational theory and practice. Simpson bridges Dewey’s theoretical ideas with

practical applications in classrooms, policy, and curriculum development. It’s ideal for educators

seeking to apply pragmatism in modern educational contexts.

5. John Dewey and the Meaning of Experience by Thomas M. Alexander

Alexander provides an in-depth philosophical study of Dewey’s concept of experience and its

significance for education. The book explores how experience shapes learning and growth,

emphasizing the continuous interaction between the individual and their environment. It is essential

reading for those interested in the theoretical underpinnings of pragmatism in education.

6. The Pragmatic Turn in Education by Elizabeth R. Grob

This collection of essays examines the resurgence of pragmatist philosophy, particularly Dewey’s

ideas, in contemporary educational theory. Contributors discuss how pragmatism addresses current

challenges such as diversity, technology, and democratic engagement in schools. The book

showcases pragmatism’s relevance to 21st-century education.

7. Education as Experience by John Dewey

Dewey presents his vision of education as a continuous process of growth and experience in this

influential text. He argues that learning is not merely the acquisition of knowledge but an active,

transformative process shaped by reflection and interaction. The book provides key insights into

pragmatism’s impact on educational philosophy.

8. Pragmatism in the Classroom: John Dewey’s Educational Philosophy in Action by Peter L. Hill

Hill explores practical strategies for implementing Dewey’s pragmatism in everyday teaching. The book

includes case studies, lesson plans, and reflective activities designed to foster critical thinking and

experiential learning. It serves as a useful guide for educators aiming to create engaging, student-

centered classrooms.

9. John Dewey’s Philosophy of Education: An Introduction and Reassessment by Larry A. Hickman



This book offers a critical overview of Dewey’s contributions to educational philosophy through the lens

of pragmatism. Hickman reassesses Dewey’s ideas in light of contemporary educational issues,

highlighting their enduring significance. The text is valuable for scholars and students seeking a

nuanced understanding of pragmatism in education.
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  pragmatism in education dewey: The Pragmatic Philosophy of John Dewey – Premium
Collection: 20+ Books in One Volume John Dewey, 2023-12-08 In 'The Pragmatic Philosophy of
John Dewey', readers are introduced to the diverse works of this influential American philosopher.
The collection encompasses over 20 of Dewey's most notable writings, showcasing his pragmatic
approach to philosophy and education. Known for his emphasis on experience, inquiry, and
democracy, Dewey's writing style is characterized by clarity, rationality, and an unwavering
commitment to the scientific method. Through his exploration of topics such as ethics, aesthetics,
and democracy, Dewey seeks to bridge the gap between theory and practice, making his work
accessible and relevant to a wide audience. This comprehensive collection sheds light on Dewey's
enduring impact on modern philosophy and education. John Dewey, a prominent figure in the
American Pragmatist movement, was motivated by a desire to promote social reform and enhance
democratic principles in society. His background in psychology and educational theory influenced
his philosophical perspective, leading to groundbreaking ideas in the fields of pragmatism and
progressive education. Dewey's work continues to shape contemporary discussions on ethics,
politics, and social change. 'The Pragmatic Philosophy of John Dewey' is recommended to readers
interested in exploring the intersection of philosophy, education, and social reform. Dewey's
innovative ideas and pragmatic approach offer valuable insights into the challenges of modern
society, making this collection essential reading for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of
American philosophy.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Pragmatism and Educational Research Gert J. J. Biesta,
Nicholas C. Burbules, 2004-09-08 This volume offers an overview of the pragmatic understanding of
knowledge and the acquisition of knowledge, and its implications for the conduct of educational
research. Pragmatism and Educational Research focuses primarily on the work of John Dewey, and
examines the relationship between pragmatism and educational research both in relation to
research methodology and to a pragmatic educational theory. Biesta and Burbules provide examples
of characteristic research questions and research methods and approaches, as informed by a
pragmatist outlook. Further, they argue that the major benefit of a pragmatic approach to
educational research lies in the possibility of promoting intelligent and reflective action by
educational practitioners.
  pragmatism in education dewey: The Essential Dewey, Volume 1 John Dewey, 1998-08-22
Based on the award-winning 37-volume critical edition of Dewey's work, The Essential Dewey
presents for the first time a collection of Dewey's writings that is both manageable and
comprehensive.
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  pragmatism in education dewey: The Essential Dewey, Volume 1 Larry A. Hickman, Thomas
M. Alexander, 1998-08-22 In addition to being one of the greatest technical philosophers of the
twentieth century, John Dewey (1859-1952) was an educational innovator, a Progressive Era
reformer, and one of America's last great public intellectuals. Dewey's insights into the problems of
public education, immigration, the prospects for democratic government, and the relation of
religious faith to science are as fresh today as when they were first published. His penetrating
treatments of the nature and function of philosophy, the ethical and aesthetic dimensions of life, and
the role of inquiry in human experience are of increasing relevance at the turn of the 21st century.
Based on the award-winning 37-volume critical edition of Dewey's work, The Essential Dewey
presents for the first time a collection of Dewey's writings that is both manageable and
comprehensive. The volume includes essays and book chapters that exhibit Dewey's intellectual
development over time; the selection represents his mature thinking on every major issue to which
he turned his attention. Eleven part divisions cover: Dewey in Context; Reconstructing Philosophy;
Evolutionary Naturalism; Pragmatic Metaphysics; Habit, Conduct, and Language; Meaning, Truth,
and Inquiry; Valuation and Ethics; The Aims of Education; The Individual, the Community, and
Democracy; Pragmatism and Culture: Science and Technology, Art and Religion; and Interpretations
and Critiques. Taken as a whole, this collection provides unique access to Dewey's understanding of
the problems and prospects of human existence and of the philosophical enterprise.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Studies in Logical Theory John Dewey, 2019-11-25 In
Studies in Logical Theory, John Dewey delves into the realms of logic, epistemology, and the
philosophy of science, presenting a thorough exploration of how logical thought is inherently tied to
human experience and inquiry. Dewey's literary style is both incisive and accessible, making
profound philosophical concepts approachable to a wider audience. This work is significant within
the context of early 20th-century pragmatism, which sought to ground philosophical inquiry in
practical consequences and real-world applications, thus positioning logical theory not merely as a
formal discipline but as an integral component of human adaptation and problem-solving. As a
prominent philosopher and educational reformer, John Dewey's background in psychology and his
experiences in the progressive education movement profoundly influenced his thoughts on logic. His
commitment to experiential learning and the belief that knowledge is shaped through interaction
with the environment underpinned his arguments in this work. Dewey's broader philosophical
endeavors aimed to bridge the gap between abstract thought and practical action, making Studies in
Logical Theory a vital part of his intellectual legacy. This book is highly recommended for anyone
interested in the intersections of logic, philosophy, and education. Dewey'Äôs nuanced approach not
only stimulates critical thinking but also inspires readers to reflect on the implications of logical
theory in daily life. Aspiring philosophers, educators, and thinkers will find this text an invaluable
resource that invites deep engagement with the very foundation of logical reasoning.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Pragmatism and Educational Research Gert J. J. Biesta,
Nicholas C. Burbules, 2003-10-28 This work provides an overview of the pragmatic understanding of
knowledge and the acquisition of knowledge, and its implications for the conduct of educational
research. It focuses on the work of John Dewey, and examines the relationship between pragmatism
and educational research.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Pragmatism and Educational Research Gert J. J. Biesta,
Nicholas C. Burbules, 2004-09-08 This volume offers an overview of the pragmatic understanding of
knowledge and the acquisition of knowledge, and its implications for the conduct of educational
research. Pragmatism and Educational Research focuses primarily on the work of John Dewey, and
examines the relationship between pragmatism and educational research both in relation to
research methodology and to a pragmatic educational theory. Biesta and Burbules provide examples
of characteristic research questions and research methods and approaches, as informed by a
pragmatist outlook. Further, they argue that the major benefit of a pragmatic approach to
educational research lies in the possibility of promoting intelligent and reflective action by
educational practitioners.



  pragmatism in education dewey: The Essential Dewey John Dewey, 1998
  pragmatism in education dewey: Turning Pragmatism into Practice Daniel W. Stuckart,
2018-01-11 Despite the founding of the modern social studies curriculum nearly a century ago based
on John Dewey’s pragmatism philosophy, the field has never achieved a significant and broad
implementation of his ideas. Dewey’s instrumentalism offers social studies educators a tool for
addressing vexing problems such as whether they should design classroom experiences using a
traditional or a social studies approach to learning history, the role of digital technologies, the
purpose and challenges of younger learners working with an expanding horizons curriculum, and
many more. At the same time, Dewey’s time-tested theories describe how students use the social
studies curriculum to make meaning as well as provide teachers a blueprint for implementing
engaging and interactive lessons. We have neglected Dewey, which has led to confusion, student
disinterest, and widespread teaching methodologies contrary to theoretical and research best
practices. Revisiting Dewey provides the why and how of what we do, an ideal for creating a
challenging and rigorous social studies curriculum while engaging students’ interests.
  pragmatism in education dewey: John Dewey: Philosophical Works John Dewey, 2022-11-13
In John Dewey: Philosophical Works, the seminal American philosopher encapsulates his innovative
contributions to pragmatism, education, and democracy. Dewey's writing style is marked by clarity
and a commitment to practical implications, making complex philosophical concepts accessible to a
broader audience. The collection reflects the early 20th-century intellectual climate, emphasizing
the interplay between experience and thought, thus situating Dewey within the larger context of
American idealism while challenging traditional dogmas of the time. His philosophical inquiries
extend beyond abstract theorizing to address pressing social issues, advocating for progressive
education and experiential learning as essential to fostering a democratic society. John Dewey
(1859-1952) was a pivotal figure in the development of modern educational theory and social reform,
deeply influenced by his experiences within the context of an evolving America. His philosophical
journey was informed by a belief in the social nature of knowledge and the importance of education
as a vehicle for social change. Dewey's teachings at institutions like the University of Chicago and
Columbia University reflect his dedication to creating a more participatory democratic society, a
vision that permeates this collection of his works. For readers interested in philosophy, education, or
social theory, John Dewey: Philosophical Works is an essential anthology that provides insight into
Dewey's transformative ideas. This collection not only enhances understanding of his philosophical
legacy but also serves as a guide for contemporary discourses on democracy and learning, making it
invaluable for scholars, educators, and anyone seeking to engage with Dewey's enduringly relevant
ideas.
  pragmatism in education dewey: The Middle Works of John Dewey, Volume 9,
1899-1924 John Dewey, 2008-04 John Dewey's best-known and still-popular classic, Democracy and
Education, is presented here as a new edition in Volume 9 of the Middle Works. Sidney Hook, who
wrote the introduction to this volume, describes Democracy and Education: It illuminates directly or
indirectly all the basic issues that are central today to the concerns of intelligent educators. . . . It
throws light on several obscure corners in Dewey's general philosophy in a vigorous, simple prose
style often absent in his more technical writings. And it is the only work in any field originally
published as a textbook that has not merely acquired the status of a classic, but has become the one
book that no student concerned with the philosophy of education today should leave unread. Dewey
said in 1930 that Democracy and Education, was for many years the one [book] in which my
philosophy . . . was most fully expounded.
  pragmatism in education dewey: John Dewey Between Pragmatism and Constructivism
Larry A. Hickman, Stefan Neubert, Kersten Reich, 2009-08-25 Many contemporary constructivists
are particularly attuned to Dewey's penetrating criticism of traditional epistemology, which offers
rich alternatives for understanding processes of learning and education, knowledge and truth, and
experience and culture. This book, the result of cooperation between the Center for Dewey Studies
at Southern Illinois University Carbondale, and the Dewey Center at the University of Cologne,



provides an excellent example of the international character of pragmatist studies against the
backdrop of constructivist concerns. As a part of their exploration of the many points of contact
between classical pragmatism and contemporary constructivism, its contributors turn their attention
to theories of interaction and transaction, communication and culture, learning and education,
community and democracy, theory and practice, and inquiry and methods. Part One is a basic survey
of Dewey's pragmatism and its implications for contemporary constructivism. Part Two examines the
implications of the connections between Deweyan pragmatism and contemporary constructivism.
Part Three presents a lively exchange among the contributors, as they challenge one another and
defend their positions and perspectives. As they seek common ground, they articulate concepts such
as power, truth, relativism, inquiry, and democracy from pragmatist and interactive constructivist
vantage points in ways that are designed to render the preceding essays even more accessible. This
concluding discussion demonstrates both the enduring relevance of classical pragmatism and the
challenge of its reconstruction from the perspective of the Cologne program of interactive
constructivism.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Turning Pragmatism into Practice Daniel W. Stuckart,
2018-01-11 Despite the founding of the modern social studies curriculum nearly a century ago based
on John Dewey’s pragmatism philosophy, the field has never achieved a significant and broad
implementation of his ideas. Dewey’s instrumentalism offers social studies educators a tool for
addressing vexing problems such as whether they should design classroom experiences using a
traditional or a social studies approach to learning history, the role of digital technologies, the
purpose and challenges of younger learners working with an expanding horizons curriculum, and
many more. At the same time, Dewey’s time-tested theories describe how students use the social
studies curriculum to make meaning as well as provide teachers a blueprint for implementing
engaging and interactive lessons. We have neglected Dewey, which has led to confusion, student
disinterest, and widespread teaching methodologies contrary to theoretical and research best
practices. Revisiting Dewey provides the why and how of what we do, an ideal for creating a
challenging and rigorous social studies curriculum while engaging students’ interests.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Experience and Nature John Dewey, 2011-03-23 This
antiquarian volume contains a fascinating and detailed treatise on experience and nature, written by
John Dewey. This interesting and accessible text will greatly appeal to those with a keen interest in
psychology and philosophy, and it is one not to be missed by collectors of such literature. The
chapters of this book include: Experience and Philosophic Method; Existence as Precarious and as
Stable; Nature, Ends and Histories; Nature, Means and Knowledge; Nature, Communication and
Meaning; Nature, Mind an Subject; Nature, Life and Body-Mind, etcetera. John Dewey (1859 -1952)
was an American psychologist, philosopher, and educational reformer who has been influential in
education and social reform. Dewey is also one of the main people associated with philosophy of
pragmatism and is widely hailed as one of the founders of functional psychology. This book is being
republished in an affordable, modern edition complete with a new prefatory biography of the author.
  pragmatism in education dewey: John Dewey John Dewey, 1970
  pragmatism in education dewey: The Educational Situation John Dewey, 1904
  pragmatism in education dewey: Reconstruction in Philosophy John Dewey, 2004-06-11 The
esteemed psychologist and thinker John Dewey headed for previously unexplored philosophical
territory with this influential work. Written shortly after World War I, it embodies Dewey's system of
pragmatic humanism and maintains that individuals can attain a more ordered and intelligent
happiness by reconsidering the ultimate effects of their deepest beliefs and feelings. With its
promise of achieving an understanding of the past and attaining a brighter future, Reconstruction in
Philosophy remains ever relevant. A modern classic. — Philosophy and Phenomenological Research.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Pragmatism, Education, and Children Michael Taylor,
Helmut Schreier, 2008 This book presents fourteen new essays by international scholars about the
intersections between pragmatism, education, and philosophy with children. Pragmatism from its
beginnings has sought a revolution in learning, and is itself a special kind of philosophy of education.



What can the applications of pragmatism to pedagogy around the world teach us today?
  pragmatism in education dewey: Pragmatism and Education , 2005-01-01 The papers in this
book have emerged from a conference which was organized in Zurich in 2003 by the Pestalozzianum
Research Institute for the History of Education and the Educational Institute of the University of
Zurich. The conference was organized in light of the increasing internationalization of educational
discussion within the last ten to twenty years and the topic was the relation between pragmatism
and educational theory. The contributions appear in a kind of chronological order. First, James A.
Good examines the repeatedly asserted Hegelian roots of Dewey’s philosophy, while Hans-Peter
Krüger, Meike Sophia Baader, and Roswitha Lehmann-Rommel address specific aspects of
pragmatism, such as public communication, religion, and aesthetics, with the main emphasis of the
analysis on William James and John Dewey. Jane Addams’ and George Herbert Mead’s education
stands at the center of interest in the contributions by Daniel Tröhler, Birgit Althans, Gert Biesta,
and Jürgen Oelkers, while Philipp Gonon and Stefan Bittner turn to the question of why pragmatism
had such a hard time of gaining a foothold in Germany. The final contribution, Philip W. Jackson’s
systematic analysis of Dewey’s thought, breaks with the chronological perspective of the volume,
shifting the focus to other central and fruitful issues.
  pragmatism in education dewey: Inventing the Modern Self and John Dewey T.
Popkewitz, 2005-12-10 This collection includes original studies from scholars from thirteen nations,
who explore the epistemic features figured in John Dewey's writings in his discourses on public
schooling. Pragmatism was one of the weapons used in the struggles about the development of the
child who becomes the future citizen. The significance of Dewey in the book is not about Dewey as
the messenger of pragmatism, but in locating different cultural, political and educational terrains in
which debates about modernity, the modern self and the making of the citizen occurred.
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