policy paradox deborah stone

policy paradox deborah stone is a seminal concept in the field of public
policy analysis that challenges traditional views of policymaking as a
rational, straightforward process. Deborah Stone, a distinguished political
scientist, articulates this paradox in her influential work, emphasizing the
complex, often contradictory nature of policy decisions. The policy paradox
reveals that policymaking involves competing values, ambiguous objectives,
and strategic ambiguity, which complicate the pursuit of clear-cut solutions.
This article delves into the core ideas of Deborah Stone’s policy paradox,
exploring its theoretical foundations, key themes, and implications for
understanding public policy. Additionally, it examines how this paradox
influences policy debates and decision-making processes in real-world
contexts. The discussion is structured to provide a comprehensive overview,
beginning with an introduction to the policy paradox, followed by detailed
exploration of its components, and concluding with its broader significance
in policy studies.
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Understanding the Policy Paradox

The policy paradox, as formulated by Deborah Stone, challenges the
conventional notion that public policy is the result of rational decision-
making based solely on empirical evidence and clear objectives. Instead,
Stone argues that policymaking is inherently paradoxical because it involves
conflicting goals, ambiguous language, and competing interests. The paradox
arises when policymakers must navigate through uncertainty and interpretive
flexibility to craft policies that satisfy diverse stakeholders. This view
contrasts sharply with classical models of policy analysis, which assume that
problems and solutions can be objectively defined and optimized. Stone’s
approach highlights that policy problems are often constructed rather than
discovered, and solutions are politically negotiated rather than purely
technical.

The Origins of the Policy Paradox

Deborah Stone introduced the policy paradox in her book titled "Policy



Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making," first published in 1997.
Drawing from political science, economics, and sociology, Stone critiques the
rational actor model and proposes a more nuanced framework that accounts for
ambiguity and political conflict. Her work synthesizes insights from symbolic
politics and institutional analysis to explain why policy debates are often
contentious and why agreed-upon solutions remain elusive. The policy paradox
framework thus provides a lens through which the complexity and messiness of
real-world policymaking can be better understood.

The Role of Ambiguity

Ambiguity is central to the policy paradox. Stone argues that policy language
is inherently ambiguous, allowing different actors to interpret goals and
means in ways that serve their interests. This ambiguity is not accidental
but functional, as it enables coalition-building among diverse groups with
competing values. For instance, terms like “equity” or “efficiency” can mean
different things to different stakeholders, yet they are often used as
rallying points in policy debates. By embracing ambiguity, policymakers can
maintain flexibility and adapt policies to shifting political landscapes,
although this can also lead to confusion and conflict.

Key Themes 1in Deborah Stone’s Policy Paradox

Deborah Stone’s policy paradox encompasses several key themes that explain
the intricate nature of policymaking. These themes illuminate why policy
issues are complex and why solutions often remain contested. Understanding
these themes is essential for grasping the full impact of the policy paradox
in public administration and political science.

Goals of Policy

Stone identifies multiple, often conflicting goals that policymakers pursue
simultaneously. These include:

e Equity: Ensuring fairness in the distribution of benefits and burdens.
e Efficiency: Maximizing outcomes with minimal waste of resources.

e Security: Protecting citizens from various risks.

e Liberty: Preserving individual freedoms and rights.

e Welfare: Promoting the well-being of the population.

e Responsibility: Holding individuals and institutions accountable.



These goals often conflict with one another, complicating policy decisions as
trade-offs must be made. For example, policies enhancing security might
infringe on liberty, or focusing on equity might reduce efficiency.

Politics as a Game

Stone conceptualizes politics as a strategic game where actors compete to
define problems and solutions in ways that advantage their interests. This
game involves persuasion, framing, and coalition-building, with ambiguity
serving as a tool to maintain alliances. Policymakers act not only as
problem-solvers but also as political strategists who must reconcile
contradictory demands and navigate institutional constraints. The policy
paradox thus reveals the performative and tactical dimensions of
policymaking.

Symbols and Narratives

Another critical theme is the use of symbols and narratives in policy
debates. Stone emphasizes that policy arguments often rely on storytelling
and symbolic language to shape public perception and legitimize certain
courses of action. These symbols can simplify complex issues, evoke emotional
responses, and mobilize support. Recognizing the power of symbols explains
why some policies resonate more strongly with the public and why technical
evidence alone is insufficient to settle policy disputes.

Applications of the Policy Paradox in Public
Policy

The policy paradox framework has broad applications across different areas of
public policy and governance. By acknowledging the complexity and ambiguity
inherent in policymaking, analysts and practitioners can better understand
policy outcomes and design more effective strategies.

Policy Analysis and Design

Policy analysts use the policy paradox to approach problem definition and
solution design more critically. Instead of assuming that problems are
objective facts, analysts recognize the role of values, interests, and
language in shaping policy issues. This perspective encourages inclusive
stakeholder engagement and flexible policy instruments that can adapt to
changing political dynamics. The policy paradox thus informs more pragmatic
and politically savvy policy design processes.



Conflict Resolution and Negotiation

Since the policy paradox highlights competing values and ambiguity, it also
offers insights into conflict resolution and negotiation within policymaking.
Understanding that ambiguity can both create and resolve conflict helps
negotiators craft agreements that accommodate diverse perspectives without
demanding absolute consensus. This approach facilitates incremental policy
changes and compromise solutions that are more sustainable politically.

Case Studies in Policy Paradox

Several real-world policy issues illustrate the dynamics described by Deborah
Stone’s policy paradox, such as healthcare reform, environmental regulation,
and social welfare programs. These cases demonstrate how conflicting goals,
strategic ambiguity, and symbolic politics shape policy debates and outcomes.
Analyzing such cases through the lens of the policy paradox reveals the
complexity behind seemingly straightforward policy challenges.

Critiques and Contributions of the Policy
Paradox

While Deborah Stone’s policy paradox has been influential, it has also
attracted critiques and generated scholarly debate. Understanding these
critiques alongside its contributions provides a balanced view of its role in
public policy studies.

Critiques of the Policy Paradox

Some critics argue that the policy paradox overemphasizes ambiguity and
political conflict at the expense of recognizing the role of evidence and
rational analysis in policymaking. They contend that not all policy issues
are as ambiguous or paradoxical as Stone suggests and that technical
expertise often plays a decisive role. Others suggest that the focus on
strategic ambiguity may obscure the ethical dimensions of policymaking by
normalizing manipulation and obfuscation.

Contributions to Policy Studies

Despite critiques, Deborah Stone’s policy paradox has significantly reshaped
the way scholars and practitioners understand policymaking. It has:

e Challenged the dominance of rationalist models in policy analysis.

e Highlighted the importance of values, symbols, and political strategy.



e Provided a realistic framework for studying the complexities of policy
processes.

e Encouraged interdisciplinary approaches combining political science,
economics, and sociology.

e Enhanced awareness of the political dimensions underlying policy
decisions.

The policy paradox continues to be a foundational concept in public policy
education and research, fostering critical thinking about the nature of
government decision-making.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Deborah Stone's book
'Policy Paradox'?

The main theme of 'Policy Paradox' is that policy-making is not a
straightforward, rational process but rather a complex, political, and value-
driven endeavor filled with conflicting goals and interpretations.

How does Deborah Stone define 'policy paradox'?

Deborah Stone defines 'policy paradox' as the inherent contradictions and
complexities in public policy, where values, interests, and interpretations
clash, making policy decisions ambiguous and contested.

What are the key concepts introduced in 'Policy
Paradox' by Deborah Stone?

Key concepts include the ambiguity of goals, the role of symbols and stories
in policy, the politics of numbers, and the idea that policy problems are
constructed rather than objectively given.

Why is 'Policy Paradox' considered important in
public policy studies?

'Policy Paradox' is important because it challenges the traditional
rationalist model of policy-making and highlights the political and social
dimensions, helping students and practitioners better understand real-world
policy complexities.



How does Deborah Stone view the role of values in
policy-making?

Deborah Stone argues that values are central to policy-making; policies
reflect competing values such as equity, efficiency, security, and liberty,
which often conflict and create paradoxes.

What does Deborah Stone say about the use of
evidence and numbers in policy debates?

Stone explains that numbers and evidence in policy are often politicized and
used strategically to support particular narratives, rather than to provide
objective truth.

Can you explain the significance of storytelling in
'Policy Paradox'?

Storytelling is significant because Stone shows that narratives and symbols
shape how policy problems are understood and framed, influencing public
opinion and policy outcomes.

How has 'Policy Paradox' influenced contemporary
policy analysis?

'Policy Paradox' has influenced contemporary policy analysis by encouraging
analysts to consider the political, social, and symbolic aspects of policy,
moving beyond purely technical or economic evaluations.

Additional Resources

1. Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making by Deborah Stone
This foundational book explores the complexities and contradictions inherent
in policy-making. Stone challenges the traditional rational model of policy
analysis, emphasizing the role of values, symbols, and narratives. Through
vivid examples, she demonstrates how policy decisions are influenced by
competing interests and ambiguous goals, making the process less about logic
and more about negotiation and interpretation.

2. Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies by John W. Kingdon

Kingdon's work delves into how issues come to the forefront of political
agendas and the factors that influence policy alternatives. The book
complements Stone’s perspectives by analyzing the streams of problems,
policies, and politics that converge to create windows of opportunity for
decision-making. It is essential for understanding the dynamics behind policy
paradoxes and agenda-setting.

3. Understanding Public Policy by Thomas R. Dye



Dye provides a comprehensive overview of public policy, including its
formulation, implementation, and impact. The book aligns with Stone’s ideas
by highlighting the political nature of policy decisions and the competing
interests involved. It serves as a practical guide for grasping the
complexities and paradoxes within the policy process.

4. Policy Analysis: Concepts and Practice by David L. Weimer and Aidan R.
Vining

This text offers a detailed approach to policy analysis, balancing technical
rigor with political realities. It reflects on the paradoxes Stone describes
by addressing how analysts must navigate conflicting values and uncertain
information. The book is valuable for those seeking to apply analytical tools
within the often ambiguous policy environment.

5. The Public Policy Theory Primer by Kevin B. Smith and Christopher W.
Larimer

Smith and Larimer present an accessible introduction to various public policy
theories, including frameworks that resonate with Stone’s insights on paradox
and complexity. The book covers institutional, rational, and constructivist
approaches, providing a broad context for understanding the multifaceted
nature of policy-making.

6. Street-Level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the Individual in Public Services by
Michael Lipsky

Lipsky focuses on the role of front-line public service workers and how their
discretion shapes policy outcomes. This perspective complements Stone’s
emphasis on the interpretive and negotiated nature of policy, illustrating
how paradoxes manifest at the implementation stage. The book sheds light on
the practical challenges and contradictions faced by bureaucrats.

7. Policy Worlds: Anthropology and the Analysis of Contemporary Power edited
by Susan Wright and Mark Bevir

This collection explores policy from an anthropological perspective,
emphasizing the complexities and paradoxes of power in policy processes. It
aligns with Stone’s thematic focus on symbols and narratives by illustrating
how policy is embedded in cultural and social contexts. The essays provide
diverse case studies that deepen understanding of policy paradoxes.

8. Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to Doing It Better by Nancy
Cartwright and Jeremy Hardie

Cartwright and Hardie discuss the challenges of using evidence in policy-
making, highlighting the gaps between data and political realities. The book
resonates with Stone’s analysis by acknowledging the paradox of evidence
being both crucial and often contested in the policy arena. It offers
strategies for improving the use of research in complex policy environments.

9. The Politics of Evidence-Based Policymaking by Paul Cairney

Cairney examines the political dimensions that influence how evidence is used
or ignored in policy decisions. His work complements Stone’s by revealing the
paradox that evidence alone rarely drives policy change, as values,
interests, and power dynamics intervene. The book provides a critical lens to



understand the interplay between knowledge and politics in policy-making.
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policy paradox deborah stone: Policy Paradox Deborah A. Stone, 2012 The most accessible
policy text available.

policy paradox deborah stone: Policy Paradox Deborah A. Stone, 1988 Since its debut, Policy
Paradox has been widely acclaimed as the most accessible policy text available.

policy paradox deborah stone: The Practice of American Public Policymaking Selden Biggs,
Lelia B. Helms, 2014-12-18 Designed for upper-level and professional courses, this text is a
state-of-the-art introduction to the public policymaking process that gives equal attention to issues of
policy implementation and public governance. It uses an innovative systems approach, integrating
the activities, actors, tools, and techniques of policymaking, to provide a comprehensive framework
for policy design and analysis. The book is practice-oriented, with a focus on the ways that
policymakers at all levels employ the standard technologies of governance - authority, agency,
program, rule, contract, and budget - to design policy outputs and achieve policy outcomes. Through
extensive use of graphics, the text makes concepts easy to grasp for a generation of students
accustomed to the visual presentation of ideas. Case studies illustrate the tools and techniques
discussed, and key terms, questions for discussion, and suggested readings round out each chapter.

policy paradox deborah stone: Policy Paradox and Political Reason Deborah A. Stone,
1988 Includes index.

policy paradox deborah stone: Introduction to the Policy Process Birkland, 2015-05-18
Thoroughly revised, reorganized, updated, and expanded, this widely-used text sets the balance and
fills the gap between theory and practice in public policy studies. In a clear, conversational style, the
author conveys the best current thinking on the policy process with an emphasis on accessibility and
synthesis rather than novelty or abstraction. A newly added chapter surveys the social, economic,
and demographic trends that are transforming the policy environment.

policy paradox deborah stone: Chapter 7 Numbers: Policy Paradox: the Art of Political
Decision Making Deborah Stone,

policy paradox deborah stone: An Introduction to the Policy Process Thomas A. Birkland,
2019-07-23 A concise, accessible introduction to the public policy process that can be read on may
levels. The author's direct writing style and extensive use of examples will appeal to students as well
as practitioners. The book offers an extensive overview of the best current thinking on the policy
process, with an emphasis on accessibility and synthesis rather than novelty or abstraction. An
extensive glossary of terms, keyed to the chapters in which each term is most thoroughly discussed;
an annotated bibliography; and an introduction to web-based research, with a guide to the most
important and reliable public policy research sites, are among the book's many useful features.

policy paradox deborah stone: Policy Paradox Deborah A. Stone, 1988

policy paradox deborah stone: Turmoil in American Public Policy Leslie R. Alm, Ross E.
Burkhart, Marc V. Simon, 2010-04-15 This book explores the intricacies of the science-policy linkage
that pervades environmental policymaking in a democracy. These are the key questions that this
primary textbook for courses on American public policymaking and environmental policymaking
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addresses and attempts to answer. Turmoil in American Public Policy: Science, Democracy, and the
Environment first lays out the basics of the policymaking process in the United States in relation to
the substantive issues of environmental policymaking. Drawing on hundreds of interviews, the
authors highlight the views and experiences of scientists, especially natural scientists, in their
interactions with policymakers and their efforts to harness the findings of their science to rational
public policy. The proper role of science and scientists in relation to environmental policymaking
hinges on fundamental questions at the intersection of political philosophy and scientific
epistemology. How can the experimental nature of the scientific method and the probabilistic
expression of scientific results be squared with the normative language of legislation and regulation?
If scientists undertake to square the circle by hardening the tentative truths of their scientific
models into positive truths to underpin public policy, at what point may they be judged to have
exceeded the proper limits of scientific knowledge, relinquished their role as impartial experts, and
become partisan advocates demanding too much say in a democratic setting? Providing
students—and secondarily policymakers, scientists, and citizen activists—a theoretical and practical
knowledge of the means availed by modern American democracy for resolving this tension is the
object of this progressively structured textbook.

policy paradox deborah stone: Challenging the Performance Movement Beryl A. Radin,
2006-06-01 Accountability is a watchword of our era. Dissatisfaction with a range of public and
private institutions is widespread and often expressed in strong critical rhetoric. The reasons for
these views are varied and difficult to translate into concrete action, but this hasn't deterred
governments and nongovernmental organizations from putting into place formal processes for
determining whether their own and others' goals have been achieved and problems with
performance have been avoided. In this thought-provoking book, government and public
administration scholar Beryl Radin takes on many of the assumptions of the performance movement,
arguing that evaluation relies too often on simplistic, one-size-fits-all solutions that are not always
effective for dynamic organizations. Drawing on a wide range of ideas, including theories of
intelligence and modes of thought, assumptions about numbers and information, and the nature of
professionalism, Radin sheds light on the hidden complexities of creating standards to evaluate
performance. She illustrates these problems by discussing a range of program areas, including
health efforts as well as the education program, No Child Left Behind. Throughout, the author
devotes particular attention to concerns about government standards, from accounting for issues of
equity to allowing for complicated intergovernmental relationships and fragmentation of powers.
She explores in detail how recent performance measurement efforts in the U.S. government have
fared, and analyzes efforts by nongovernmental organizations both inside and outside of the United
States to impose standards of integrity and equity on their governments. The examination concludes
with alternative assumptions and lessons for those embarking on performance measurement
activities.

policy paradox deborah stone: The Public Professor M. V. Lee Badgett, 2016-01-15 The work
of academics can matter and be influential on a public level, but the path to becoming a public
intellectual, influential policy advisor, valued community resource or go-to person on an issue is not
one that most scholars are trained for. The Public Professor offers scholars ways to use their ideas,
research and knowledge to change the world. The book gives practical strategies for scholars to
become more engaged with the public on a variety of fronts: online, in print, at council hearings,
even with national legislation. Lee Badgett, a veteran policy analyst and public intellectual with over
25 years of experience connecting cutting edge research with policymakers and the public, offers
clear and practical advice to scholars looking to engage with the world outside of academia. She
shows scholars how to see the big picture, master communicating with new audiences, and build
strategic professional networks. Learn how to find and develop relationships with the people who
can take your research and ideas into places scholars rarely go, and who can get you into
Congressional hearings, on NPR, or into the pages of The New York Times. Turn your knowledge
into clear and compelling messages to use in interviews, blog posts, tweets and op-eds. Written for



both new and experienced scholars and drawing on examples and advice from the lives of influential
academics, the book provides the skills, resources, and tools to put ideas into action.

policy paradox deborah stone: Gender and Justice Sally Jane Kenney, 2013 Intended for use
in courses on law and society, as well as courses in women's and gender studies, women and
politics, and women and the law, this book explores different questions in different North American
and European geographical jurisdictions and courts, demonstrating the value of a gender analysis of
courts, judges, law, institutions, organizations, and, ultimately, politics. Gender and Justice argues
empirically for both more women and more feminists on the bench, while demonstrating that
achieving these two aims are independent projects.

policy paradox deborah stone: The Routledge Handbook of Health Communication
Teresa L. Thompson, Roxanne Parrott, Jon F. Nussbaum, 2011-08-24 The Routledge Handbook of
Health Communication brings together the current body of scholarly work in health communication.
With its expansive scope, it offers an introduction for those new to this area, summarizes work for
those already learned in the area, and suggests avenues for future research on the relationships
between communicative processes and health/health care delivery. This second edition of the
Handbook has been organized to reflect the goals of health communication: understanding to make
informed decisions and to promote formal and informal systems of care linked to health and
well-being. It emphasizes work in such areas as barriers to disclosure in family conversations and
medical interactions, access to popular media and advertising, and individual searches online for
information and support to guide decisions and behaviors with health consequences. This edition
also adds an overview of methods used in health communication and the unique challenges facing
health communication researchers applying traditional methods to efforts to gain reliable and valid
evidence about the role of communication for health. It introduces the promise of translational
research being conducted by health communication researchers from multiple disciplines to form
transdisciplinary theories and teams to increase the well-being of not only humans but the systems
of care within their nations. Arguably the most comprehensive scholarly resource available for study
in this area, the Routledge Handbook of Health Communication serves an invaluable role and
reference for students, researchers, and scholars doing work in health communication.

policy paradox deborah stone: Polarized Families, Polarized Parties Gwendoline M.
Alphonso, 2018-05-10 Struggles to define the soul of America roil the nation's politics. Debates over
the roles of gays, lesbians, women, immigrants, racial and religious minorities, and disputes over
reproductive and abortion rights serve as rallying points for significant electoral groups and their
representatives in government. Although the American family lies at the core of these fierce battles,
the alignment of family with social or cultural issues is only a partial picture—a manifestation of the
new right's late twentieth-century success in elevating family values over family economics.
Gwendoline Alphonso makes a significant contribution to the prevailing understanding of party
evolution, contemporary political polarization, and the role of the family in American political
development by placing family at the center of political and cultural clashes. She demonstrates how
regional ideas about family in the twentieth century have continually shaped not only Republican
and Democratic policy and ideological positions concerning race and gender but also their ideals
concerning the economy and the state. Drawing on extensive data from congressional committee
hearings, political party platforms, legislation sponsorship, and demographic data from the
Progressive, post-World War II, and late twentieth-century periods in the United States, Polarized
Families, Polarized Parties offers an intricate and sophisticated analysis of how deliberations around
the ideal family became critical to characterizations of party politics. By revealing the deep historical
interconnections between family and the two parties' ideologies and policy preferences, Alphonso
reveals that American party development is more than a story of the state and its role in the
economy but also, at its core, a debate over the political values of family and the social fabric it
embodies.

policy paradox deborah stone: Anticipatory Policymaking Rob A. DeLeo, 2015-09-16 Public
policy analysts and political pundits alike tend to describe the policymaking process as a reactive



sequence in which government develops solutions for clearly evident and identifiable problems.
While this depiction holds true in many cases, it fails to account for instances in which public policy
is enacted in anticipation of a potential future problem. Whereas traditional policy concerns manifest
themselves through ongoing harms, anticipatory problems are projected to occur sometime in the
future, and it is the prospect of their potentially catastrophic impact that generates intense
speculation and concern in the present. Anticipatory Policymaking: When Government Acts to
Prevent Problems and Why It Is So Difficult provides an in depth examination of the complex process
through which United States government institutions anticipate emerging threats. Using
contemporary debates over the risks associated with nanotechnology, pandemic influenza, and
global warming as case study material, Rob A. DeLeo highlights the distinctive features of proactive
governance. By challenging the pervasive assumption of reactive policymaking, DeLeo provides a
dynamic approach for conceptualizing the political dimensions of anticipatory policy change.

policy paradox deborah stone: Data Science in the Public Interest: Improving
Government Performance in the Workforce Joshua D. Hawley, 2020-07-22 This book is about
how new and underutilized types of big data sources can inform public policy decisions related to
workforce development. Hawley describes how government is currently using data to inform
decisions about the workforce at the state and local levels. He then moves beyond standardized
performance metrics designed to serve federal agency requirements and discusses how government
can improve data gathering and analysis to provide better, up-to-date information for government
decision making.

policy paradox deborah stone: Tort Reform, Plaintiffs' Lawyers, and Access to Justice
Stephen Daniels, Joanne Martin, 2015-06-05 Tort reform is a favorite cause for many business
leaders and right-leaning politicians, who contend that out-of-control lawsuits throttle growth and
inflate costs, particularly in healthcare. Less is said about how such reforms might affect the ability
of individuals to recover damages for injuries suffered through another party's negligence. On that
count, Texas--where efforts at tort reform have been energetic and successful--provides an
opportunity to appraise the outcome for plaintiffs and their lawyers, an opportunity that Stephen
Daniels and Joanne Martin take full advantage of in this timely and provocative work. Because much
of the action on tort reform takes place on the state level, a look at the experience of Texas, a large
and important state with a very active plaintiff's bar, is especially instructive. Plaintiffs' lawyers
work on a contingency fee basis, collecting compensation for themselves as a percentage only if they
win. Reduce lawyers' ability to use contingency fees as compensation, as tort reform inevitably does,
and you reduce their economic incentive to do this work. Daniels and Martin’s study bears this out.
Drawing on over 20 years of research, extensive surveys and interviews, the authors explore the
impact the tort reform movement in Texas has had on the ability of plaintiffs to obtain judgments--in
short on private citizens' meaningful access to the full power of the law. In the course of their
analysis, the authors explain the history and economics behind the workings of the plaintiffs’ bar.
They explore how lawyers select cases and clients, as well as the referral process that moves cases
among lawyers and allows for specialization. They also examine the effects of medical malpractice
reforms on plaintiffs' lawyers--reforms that often close the courthouse doors to certain types of
people--tort reform's hidden victims. Plaintiffs' lawyers are the civil justice system's gatekeepers,
providing meaningful access to the rights the law provides. Daniels and Martin’s thorough and
fair-minded work offers a unique and sobering perspective on how tort reform can curtail this
access--and thus, the legal rights of American citizens.

policy paradox deborah stone: The Politics of Breast Cancer Maureen Hogan Casamayou,
2001-03-26 Between 1990 and 1993, breast cancer activism became a significant political
movement. The issue began to receive extensive media attention, and federal funding for breast
cancer research jumped dramatically. Describing the origins of this surge in interest, Maureen
Hogan Casamayou attributes it to the emergence of politically potent activism among breast cancer
survivors and their supporters. Exploring the creation and development of the National Breast
Cancer Coalition (NBCC), she shows how many of its key leaders were mobilized by their own



traumatic experiences with the disease and its treatments. Casamayou details the NBCC’s meteoric
rise and impressive lobbying efforts, explaining how—in contrast to grassroots movements founded
by dedicated individuals—the coalition grew from the simultaneous efforts of a network of women
who invested their time, energy, money, and professional skills in the fight for increased funding for
breast cancer research. This multiple leadership—or collective entrepreneurialism, says
Casamayou—was crucial to the NBCC'’s success framing the issue in the minds of the public and
policymakers alike.

policy paradox deborah stone: A Careful Revolution Amelia Sharman, Maria Bargh, Kya
Raina Lal, Sylvia Nissen, Sam Huggard, Matt Whineray, Richard Kaipo Lum, Judy Lawrence, Anne
Gibbon, David Frame, Jonathan Boston, 2019 ‘T am 29 years old. I was born just before the Kyoto
Protocol was signed, and since then global mean temperatures have risen by an estimated 0.2°C per
decade . . . in my lifetime I am likely to experience a world that is 2°C warmer, perhaps as much as
4°C, and has more droughts, fires and floods.” Sylvia Nissen Climate crisis is upon us. By choice or
necessity, New Zealand will transition to a low-emissions future. But can this revolution be careful?
Can it be attentive to the disruptions it inevitably creates? Or will carefulness simply delay and
dilute the changes that future people require of us? This timely collection brings together eleven
authors to explore the politics and practicalities of the low-emissions transition, touching on issues
of justice, tikanga, trade-offs, finance, futurism, adaptation, and more.

policy paradox deborah stone: An Introduction to the U.S. Congress Charles B. Cushman,
2014-12-18 What does Congress do? How does it do it? Why is it such a complicated institution? This
concise primer offers students and general readers a brief and systematic introduction to Congress
and the role it plays in the US political system. Drawing on his experience as a former Congressional
staff member, the author explores the different political natures of the House and Senate, examines
Congress's interaction with other branches of the Federal government, and looks ahead to the
domestic and foreign challenges that are likely to drive the Congressional agenda for decades to
come. The book provides revealing insights into the sometimes-contradictory Congressional
responsibilities of representation and lawmaking; oversight and appropriation; and managing and
organizing the government. It includes a case study (on the formation of the Department of
Homeland Security) that sheds light on Congress's often-complicated procedures. The book also
includes boxed features on Congressional action - highlighting such topics as file sharing and
student loans - that show students how Congress's work affects their lives. Chapter-ending lists of
web resources add to the book's usefulness.
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