pivotal psychology studies

pivotal psychology studies have shaped the understanding of human behavior,
cognition, and emotion throughout the history of psychological science. These
landmark experiments and research projects have provided critical insights
into how people think, learn, and interact with others. From groundbreaking
investigations into obedience and conformity to foundational work in memory
and development, pivotal psychology studies continue to influence both theory
and practice in the field. This article explores some of the most influential
studies that have defined modern psychology, highlighting their
methodologies, findings, and lasting impacts. An overview of key research
areas will demonstrate how these studies contribute to contemporary
psychological knowledge. The following sections will cover classical
experiments, influential cognitive research, social psychology milestones,
and developmental psychology breakthroughs.

e Classical Experiments in Psychology
e Influential Cognitive Psychology Studies
e Milestones in Social Psychology

e Developmental Psychology Breakthroughs

Classical Experiments in Psychology

Classical experiments in psychology laid the foundation for understanding
human behavior in controlled settings. These studies often employed rigorous
experimental designs to test hypotheses about perception, learning, and
social influence. Their results helped establish psychology as an empirical
science and set standards for future research.

Pavlov’'s Classical Conditioning

Ivan Pavlov'’s research on classical conditioning is one of the most pivotal
psychology studies in behavioral science. Pavlov demonstrated how animals
could learn to associate a neutral stimulus with a meaningful stimulus,
eliciting a conditioned response. His experiments with dogs revealed the
mechanisms of associative learning and paved the way for behaviorism.

Watson and the Little Albert Experiment

John B. Watson extended the principles of classical conditioning to humans



through the Little Albert experiment. This study demonstrated how emotional
responses such as fear could be conditioned in infants, illustrating the
influence of environmental factors on emotional development. It was crucial
in emphasizing the role of learning in behavior.

Skinner’s Operant Conditioning

B.F. Skinner’s operant conditioning experiments further expanded behavioral
theory by focusing on reinforcement and punishment to shape voluntary
behaviors. Using devices like the Skinner box, he systematically studied how
consequences affect behavior frequency. This research contributed to applied
behavior analysis and educational psychology.

Influential Cognitive Psychology Studies

Cognitive psychology examines internal mental processes such as memory,
attention, problem-solving, and language. Pivotal psychology studies in this
domain have revealed how humans process information and how cognitive
functions are organized and operate.

Loftus and Eyewitness Memory Research

Elizabeth Loftus conducted seminal studies on the malleability of human
memory, particularly eyewitness testimony. Her research showed that memories
could be distorted or implanted through suggestive questioning, which had
profound implications for legal systems and the understanding of memory
reliability.

Miller’s Magical Number Seven

George A. Miller's research revealed the limitations of working memory
capacity, famously identifying that people can hold about seven (plus or
minus two) items in short-term memory. This study was key in establishing the
concept of information processing limits and influenced models of cognitive
architecture.

Neisser’s Work on Perception and Cognition

Ulric Neisser is often credited with founding cognitive psychology as a
distinct field. His studies investigated how perception and cognition
interact, emphasizing the active role of the mind in interpreting sensory
input. Neisser’s work helped shift psychology from behaviorist approaches to
cognitive frameworks.



Milestones in Social Psychology

Social psychology explores how individuals’ thoughts, feelings, and behaviors
are influenced by the presence of others. Pivotal psychology studies in this
area have uncovered mechanisms of conformity, obedience, group dynamics, and
prejudice that continue to inform social theory and applications.

Asch’s Conformity Experiments

Solomon Asch’s conformity studies demonstrated the powerful effect of group
pressure on individual judgment. Participants were shown to conform to
incorrect majority opinions in simple perceptual tasks, revealing the social
influence on decision-making and the need for social acceptance.

Milgram’s Obedience Study

Stanley Milgram’s obedience experiments are among the most famous and
controversial in psychology. They revealed that ordinary people could
administer what they believed were painful electric shocks to others under
authority instruction, highlighting the potential for obedience to override
personal conscience.

Zimbardo’s Stanford Prison Experiment

Philip Zimbardo’s Stanford Prison Experiment investigated the psychological
effects of perceived power by assigning participants roles as guards or
prisoners. The rapid emergence of abusive behavior among guards showcased the
influence of situational factors on behavior and raised important ethical
questions.

Developmental Psychology Breakthroughs

Developmental psychology focuses on how people grow and change throughout
their lifespan. Pivotal psychology studies in this field have illuminated
stages of cognitive, emotional, and social development from infancy through
adulthood.

Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Development

Jean Piaget’s extensive research on child development identified distinct
stages of cognitive growth, including the sensorimotor, preoperational,
concrete operational, and formal operational stages. His theory provided a
framework for understanding how children acquire knowledge and reason
differently at various ages.



Harlow’s Attachment Studies

Harry Harlow’'s experiments with rhesus monkeys emphasized the importance of
caregiving and emotional bonding in early development. By showing that infant
monkeys preferred comfort and warmth over mere food provision, Harlow
challenged behaviorist assumptions about attachment and contributed to
attachment theory.

Erikson’s Psychosocial Stages

Erik Erikson proposed a psychosocial theory of development that outlines
eight stages spanning the entire lifespan. Each stage involves a conflict
that must be resolved to develop a healthy personality. This model expanded
the understanding of identity formation and social influences on development.

Key Contributions of Pivotal Psychology Studies

Established foundational theories and experimental methods

Demonstrated the impact of environmental and social factors on behavior

Revealed limits and mechanisms of cognitive processes

Advanced understanding of human development and attachment

Influenced clinical, educational, and legal practices

Frequently Asked Questions

What are pivotal psychology studies?

Pivotal psychology studies are landmark research projects that have
significantly influenced the understanding, theories, and practices within
the field of psychology.

Why are pivotal psychology studies important?

They provide foundational knowledge, shape psychological theories, influence
clinical practices, and often lead to new areas of research and ethical
standards.



Can you name some classic pivotal psychology
studies?

Yes, some classic studies include Milgram's obedience experiment, the
Stanford prison experiment by Zimbardo, Bandura's Bobo doll study on
aggression, and Pavlov's classical conditioning experiments.

How have pivotal studies impacted modern psychology?

They have helped establish key psychological principles, informed therapeutic
approaches, highlighted ethical considerations, and contributed to the
development of cognitive, social, and behavioral psychology.

What ethical issues have arisen from some pivotal
psychology studies?

Some studies, like Milgram's obedience experiment and the Stanford prison
experiment, raised concerns about participant distress, informed consent, and
the potential for psychological harm, leading to stricter ethical guidelines.

Are pivotal psychology studies still relevant today?

Yes, their findings continue to inform research, education, and practice,
while also serving as case studies for ethical standards and methodological
improvements in psychology.

How can understanding pivotal psychology studies
benefit students and professionals?

It helps them grasp foundational concepts, recognize the evolution of
psychological thought, apply evidence-based practices, and critically
evaluate research methodologies and ethics.

Additional Resources

1. Thinking, Fast and Slow

Written by Daniel Kahneman, this book delves into the dual systems of thought
that drive human decision-making: the fast, intuitive system and the slow,
deliberate system. Kahneman, a Nobel laureate, explores cognitive biases and
heuristics uncovered through decades of psychological research. The book
provides profound insights into how we think, make choices, and perceive the
world around us.

2. Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion

Robert Cialdini’s classic work examines the key principles that govern human
compliance and persuasion. Drawing on pivotal studies, the book outlines six
fundamental principles such as reciprocity, commitment, and social proof.



It’s an essential read for understanding how people are influenced in
everyday situations and marketing.

3. Man’s Search for Meaning

Viktor E. Frankl'’s profound memoir and psychological exploration recounts his
experiences in Nazi concentration camps and the development of logotherapy.
The book highlights the crucial role of finding meaning in life, even in the
face of extreme suffering. Frankl’s psychological insights have been
influential in existential and humanistic psychology.

4. Attachment in Psychotherapy

David J. Wallin explores the importance of attachment theory in understanding
adult relationships and therapeutic processes. The book integrates
foundational studies by Bowlby and Ainsworth with clinical practice, offering
a comprehensive view of how early attachments shape personality and emotional
health. It is highly regarded for bridging research and therapy.

5. The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat

Neurologist Oliver Sacks presents fascinating case studies of patients with
neurological disorders that reveal the complexities of the brain and mind.
Each story sheds light on perception, memory, and identity, showcasing how
pivotal clinical observations can expand psychological knowledge. The book is
both scientifically rich and deeply human.

6. Social Psychology

David G. Myers’ widely used textbook synthesizes key social psychological
studies on topics like conformity, obedience, and group dynamics. It presents
classic experiments such as Milgram’s obedience study and Asch’s conformity
experiments with clear explanations. The text is foundational for
understanding how individuals behave in social contexts.

7. Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates Us

Daniel H. Pink explores psychological research into motivation, challenging
traditional notions of reward and punishment. The book highlights studies
emphasizing autonomy, mastery, and purpose as core drivers of human behavior.
It has influenced both educational practices and workplace management.

8. Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience

Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi introduces the concept of “flow,” a state of deep
immersion and enjoyment in activities. Drawing on extensive research, he
explains how flow contributes to happiness and creativity. The book has been
pivotal in positive psychology and understanding human engagement.

n

9. Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking

Susan Cain’s influential book brings attention to the strengths and
challenges of introverted individuals, backed by psychological research on
temperament and personality. It critiques the cultural bias toward
extroversion and offers practical advice for harnessing introverted
qualities. The book has reshaped conversations about personality and social
behavior.
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pivotal psychology studies: Pivotal Research in Early Literacy Christina M. Cassano, Susan M.
Dougherty, 2018-07-19 This reader-friendly text examines the key foundational studies in early
literacy. It addresses such essential questions as how research informs current practices and where
the field still needs to go to provide the best learning opportunities for all children. Each chapter
describes the methods and findings of one to five seminal studies, critically assesses their long-term
impact on practice and policy, and offers takeaways for the classroom. Leading
authorities--including several authors of the original pivotal studies--cover 12 essential aspects of
language development, literacy development, and home and community literacy experiences in
PreK?2.y y

pivotal psychology studies: Communication Science Theory and Research Marina Krcmar,
David R. Ewoldsen, Ascan Koerner, 2016-05-20 This volume provides a graduate-level introduction
to communication science, including theory and scholarship for masters and PhD students as well as
practicing scholars. The work defines communication, reviews its history, and provides a broad look
at how communication research is conducted. It also includes chapters reviewing the most
frequently addressed topics in communication science. This book presents an overview of theory in
general and of communication theory in particular, while offering a broad look at topics in
communication that promote understanding of the key issues in communication science for students
and scholars new to communication research. The book takes a predominantly communication
science approach but also situates this approach in the broader field of communication, and
addresses how communication science is related to and different from such approaches as critical
and cultural studies and rhetoric. As an overview of communication science that will serve as a
reference work for scholars as well as a text for the introduction to communication graduate studies
course, this volume is an essential resource for understanding and conducting scholarship in the
communication discipline.

pivotal psychology studies: Computer-Assisted Experiment Design in Psychology St. Clements
University Academic Staff - Tirkiye, Computer-Assisted Experiment Design in Psychology The Need
for Efficient Experiment Design Understanding Experiment Design Challenges Limitations of
Traditional Experiment Design Methods Introducing Computer-Assisted Experiment Design Benefits
of Computer-Assisted Experiment Design Improved Statistical Power and Precision Enhanced
Experimental Control and Validity Reduced Time and Resources for Experiment Execution
Optimized Participant Recruitment and Allocation Key Considerations in Computer-Assisted
Experiment Design Experimental Variables and Hypotheses Identifying Independent and Dependent
Variables Establishing Appropriate Control Conditions Minimizing Confounding Factors Designing
Data Collection Protocols Selecting Appropriate Outcome Measures Ensuring Ethical Considerations
Leveraging Computational Algorithms in Experiment Design Factorial Designs and Response
Surface Methodology Adaptive Designs and Sequential Experimentation Bayesian Optimization and
Adaptive Randomization Machine Learning Approaches in Experiment Design Case Studies in
Computer-Assisted Experiment Design Improving Clinical Trial Design and Efficiency Enhancing
Behavioral Intervention Studies Optimizing User Experience Research Integrating
Computer-Assisted Design with Existing Workflows Overcoming Challenges and Limitations
Ensuring Reproducibility and Transparency Addressing Regulatory Concerns and Best Practices
Ethical Considerations in Automated Experiment Design Training and Upskilling Researchers
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Collaboration between Researchers and Computer Scientists The Future of Computer-Assisted
Experiment Design Emerging Trends and Innovations Integrating with Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning Enhancing Interdisciplinary Collaboration Expanding Applications beyond
Psychology Ensuring Responsible and Equitable Implementation Conclusion: Unlocking the Potential
of Computer-Assisted Experiment Design

pivotal psychology studies: Insider's Guide to Graduate Programs in Clinical and Counseling
Psychology Michael A. Sayette, John C. Norcross, 2018-02-16 This trusted, bestselling guide--now
updated for 2018/2019--is the resource you can rely on for profiles of more than 300 graduate
clinical and counseling psychology programs, plus expert advice for choosing and getting into the
right one. Based on intensive research, the Insider's Guide offers information and guidance not
available from any other source. It provides details on each program's specializations or tracks,
admission requirements, acceptance rates, financial aid, research areas, and clinical opportunities.
You get invaluable tips for completing prerequisite coursework, accumulating clinical and research
experience, and developing polished application materials and personal statements. Special features
include a handy time line and planning and decision-making worksheets. The 2018/2019 Edition
incorporates profiles of eight additional programs as well as the latest information on GRE
preparation, student loans, and more.

pivotal psychology studies: Ebook: A Feminist Companion to Conceptual and Historical Issues
in Psych ology Katherine Hubbard, Peter Hegarty, 2024-06-12 “Hubbard and Hegarty have provided
a lively and accessible antidote to malestream history.” Alexandra Rutherford, Professor,
Department of Psychology, York University, Toronto, Canada “Katherine Hubbard and Peter Hegarty
give students and researchers a much-needed accessible and lively feminist overview of the too-often
neglected history of gender studies in psychology as well as pressing theoretical and conceptual
issues.” Stephanie A. Shields, Professor Emeritx, Psychology and Women’s Gender, The
Pennsylvania State University - University Park, US “This book introduces some of the enduring
issues in psychology, but with a contemporary twist, including plenty of rich examples with real
people, helping to bring the discipline of psychology to life, warts and all”. Hel Spandler, Professor
of Mental Health Studies, University of Central Lancashire, UK The Feminist Companion series
includes books which act as your friends and mentors in book form, supporting you in your studies,
especially when things get tough. This companion offers crucial support for anyone embarking on a
feminist journey through Psychology’s past and present. It offers a uniquely critical, inclusive and
affirmative approach to understanding gender in Conceptual and Historical Issues in Psychology
(CHIP). By accessibly presenting knotty and entangled topics, this book promises to ignite your
curiosity and get you asking questions. The book empowers you to build up a feminist toolkit for
action and invites you to critically analyse the history of Psychology in order to gain a unique
feminist perspective that can help you challenge and address the gender inequalities that remain in
the discipline. Key features include: Five Reasons Why You Need a Feminist Companion - a helpful
guide to what readers can expect to gain from this book Learning objectives to tell you what the
chapter will cover and how it relates to what you’ve learned so far Key questions to help put the
theory you are learning into practice Summary sections that articulate the main points of each
chapter and provide a useful revision aid A glossary of key terms This book maps to the British
Psychological Society (BPS) curriculum on Conceptual and Historical Issues in Psychology as well as
the Quality Assessment Agency’s (QAA) Subject Benchmark Statement for Psychology. Katherine
Hubbard is Senior Lecturer at the University of Surrey, UK. Her research and teaching are
interdisciplinary, including psychological, historical and sociological components which focus on
gender, sexuality and queer studies. She takes an affirmative and inclusive approach and specialises
in queer feminist histories of Psychology. Peter Hegarty is Professor of Psychology at the Open
University, UK. He is a social psychologist and historian-psychologist who has often argued that
human behaviours deemed intelligent, such as language, scientific thinking, and moral reasoning,
are invidiously shaped by gender, sexuality and sex norms beyond psychologists’ awareness.

pivotal psychology studies: Success as a Psychology Major David E. Copeland, Jeremy



Ashton Houska, 2020-02-07 Success as a Psychology Major was built from the ground up with input
from hundreds of psychology students. The text opens with tools for being a successful student,
walks through the psychology curriculum, highlights key skills, and presents various academic and
career paths to take after graduation. Unique chapters on joining research labs. professional
organizations, and clubs; documenting accomplishments; and managing time and money provide
students with resources they will use throughout their academic career. Presented in a modular
format, this text is a step-by-step road map to a fulfilling and meaningful experience as a student of
psychology.

pivotal psychology studies: Pivot Thinking and the Differential Sharing of Information Within
New Product Development Teams Mark F. Schar, 2011 Functionally diverse team members bring
unique sets of cognitive styles to team interaction; it is less clear how these differences affect the
exchange of critical, mutually required team information. This cognitive diversity in new product
design (NPD) teams increases the likelihood that individual team members will perceive the team's
task differently, leading to cognitive representational gaps between teammates' interpretations of
both the task and potential solution. This research shows that cognitively diverse NPD teams
develop representational gaps based on individual cognitive preferences between convergent and
divergent information types and these cognitive preferences influence both task definition and
solution. A second experiment shows that team leadership that bridges cognitive preferences, called
pivot thinking, can overcome this limiting behavior. Understanding these general mechanisms
deepens understanding of group information processing and conflict in cognitively diverse NPD
teams. Implications for design education are discussed.

pivotal psychology studies: The Routledge Companion to International Management
Education Denise Tsang, Hamid H. Kazeroony, Guy Ellis, 2013-06-19 Crises and scandals in the
world of international management have brought a new spotlight onto how the subject is taught,
studied and understood. There has been a plethora of literature on international management, but a
lack of focus on how international management education (IME) can be shaped to respond to
existing and future global business challenges. The Routledge Companion to International
Management Education gathers together contributors from academia, industry and university
administration involved in IME, to: introduce the domain of IME; describe the emerging state in new
geographical areas; discuss the major issues and debates revolving around IME; explore the linkage
of technology and international management, and shed light on the future of IME. The diverse
background of the contributors provides a global perspective that challenges the dominant
Anglo-American view, with up-to-date specific insights originating from their indigenous view points,
which has often been neglected and inadequately covered. The volume answers important questions,
such as: Do we need a vision in IME? What is the current state of IME? How has IME grown in
emerging market segments? What roles does technology play in its recent development? The volume
provides thought-provoking reading for educators, administrators, policy makers, human resources
professionals and researchers. It will also give future international management students a glimpse
of IME from a global inside-out perspective.

pivotal psychology studies: Oxford Studies in Experimental Philosophy, Volume 1 Tania
Lombrozo, Joshua Knobe, Shaun Nichols, 2014-11-13 The new field of experimental philosophy has
emerged as the methods of psychological science have been brought to bear on traditional
philosophical issues. Oxford Studies in Experimental Philosophy will be the place to go to see
outstanding new work in the field. It will feature papers by philosophers, papers by psychologists,
and papers co-authored by people in both disciplines. The series heralds the emergence of a truly
interdisciplinary field in which people from different disciplines are working together to address a
shared set of questions. The inaugural volume is roughly structured into four sections. The first
three papers focus on recent developments in moral psychology, a topic that has seen lively debate
and a great deal of progress over the last decade. The second section highlights three contributions
that bring new methods to moral psychology: formal modeling and special populations. The third
section brings together four papers that adopt an experimental philosophy approach to novel topics,



including intuitive dualism, generics, joint action, and happiness. And the last two papers provide
critical and historical context to the development of experimental philosophy.

pivotal psychology studies: The History of Experimental Psychology’s Subjects Alexandra
Kitty, 2024-01-16 Who are subjects? How do they respond in experiments? What is their impact on
the profession? What else can we learn from them? Subjects are a window into both uniformity and
plurality; they may be the very definition of average or one of a kind. Despite this, the history of
psychology often overlooks subjects in its illustrious chronicles. This well-researched book looks at
the history of the use of human subjects in clinical and experimental psychology, as well as looking
at the human side of those subjects who left their mark on the profession. This book presents iconic
subjects who either defined the central thesis of an experiment or rebelled against it, from amnesiac
H.M. and Little Albert to the defiant Subject #6 in Solomon Asch’s conformity experiments. The
book explores the unspoken subtexts of being a subject, and compares and contrasts various
subjects to look at the bigger picture - that is, the fact that subjects are viewed as an analytical
element of experimentation, while the emotional, cultural, and philosophical aspects are often
overlooked.

pivotal psychology studies: New Advances in Grit Research: A Multidisciplinary
Perspective Song Wang, Jiang Jiang, Xin Tang, 2022-09-20

pivotal psychology studies: Encyclopedia of Heroism Studies , 2024-10-01 This reference
work is an important resource in the growing field of heroism studies. It presents concepts,
research, and events key to understanding heroism, heroic leadership, heroism development,
heroism science, and their relevant applications to businesses, organizations, clinical psychology,
human wellness, human growth potential, public health, social justice, social activism, and the
humanities. The encyclopedia emphasizes five key realms of theory and application: Business and
organization, focusing on management effectiveness, emotional intelligence, empowerment, ethics,
transformational leadership, product branding, motivation, employee wellness, entrepreneurship,
and whistleblowers; clinical-health psychology and public health, focusing on stress and trauma,
maltreatment, emotional distress, bullying, psychopathy, depression, anxiety, family disfunction,
chronic illness, and healthcare workers’ wellbeing; human growth and positive psychology,
discussing altruism, authenticity, character strengths, compassion, elevation, emotional agility,
eudaimonia, morality, empathy, flourishing, flow, self-efficacy, joy, kindness, prospection, moral
development, courage, and resilience; social justice and activism, highlighting anti-racism,
anti-bullying, civil disobedience, civil rights heroes, climate change, environmental heroes,
enslavement heroes, human rights heroism, humanitarian heroes, inclusivity, LGBTQ+ heroism,
#metoo movement heroism, racism, sustainability, and women'’s suffrage heroes; and humanities,
relating to the mythic hero’s journey, bliss, boon, crossing the threshold, epic heroes, fairy tales,
fiction, language and rhetoric, narratives, mythology, hero monomyth, humanities and heroism,
religious heroes, and tragic heroes.

pivotal psychology studies: The Intricacies of Human Psychology Prof. Dr. Bilal Semih
Bozdemir, The Intricacies of Human Psychology Introduction to the Human Mind Understanding the
Brain's Structure and Function The Role of Neurotransmitters in Behavior Theories of Personality
Development The Conscious and Subconscious Minds The Influence of Emotions on Decision-Making
The Power of Perception and Cognition Memory Processes and Their Limitations The Impact of Early
Childhood Experiences Motivational Factors and Goal-Driven Behavior The Development of Moral
Reasoning Psychological Disorders and Their Treatments The Interplay of Nature and Nurture The
Psychology of Learning and Memory The Neuroscience of Addiction and Habits The Role of Culture
in Shaping Behavior The Evolutionary Perspective on Psychology Psychology and Leadership:
Effective Strategies The Importance of Self-Awareness The Psychology of Relationships and
Interpersonal Dynamics The Influence of Stress and Coping Mechanisms The Psychology of
Creativity and Innovation

pivotal psychology studies: The Hidden Worldviews of Psychology’s Theory, Research, and
Practice Brent D. Slife, Kari A. O'Grady, Russell D. Kosits, 2017-06-26 By revealing underlying




assumptions that influence the field of psychology, The Hidden Worldviews of Psychology’s Theory,
Research, and Practice challenges psychologists to reconsider the origins of ideas they may take as
psychological truths. Worldviews, or the systems of assumptions that provide a framework for
psychological thinking, have great influence on psychological theory, research, and practice. This
book attempts to correct assumptions by describing the worldviews that have shaped psychological
theory, practice, and research and demonstrating how taking worldviews into account can greatly
advance psychology as a whole.

pivotal psychology studies: Encyclopedia of Human Behavior , 2012-01-31 The
Encyclopedia of Human Behavior, Second Edition, Three Voluime Set is an award-winning
three-volume reference on human action and reaction, and the thoughts, feelings, and physiological
functions behind those actions. Presented alphabetically by title, 300 articles probe both enduring
and exciting new topics in physiological psychology, perception, personality, abnormal and clinical
psychology, cognition and learning, social psychology, developmental psychology, language, and
applied contexts. Written by leading scientists in these disciplines, every article has been
peer-reviewed to establish clarity, accuracy, and comprehensiveness. The most comprehensive
reference source to provide both depth and breadth to the study of human behavior, the
encyclopedia will again be a much-used reference source. This set appeals to public, corporate,
university and college libraries, libraries in two-year colleges, and some secondary schools. Carefully
crafted, well written, and thoroughly indexed, the encyclopedia helps users—whether they are
students just beginning formal study of the broad field or specialists in a branch of
psychology—understand the field and how and why humans behave as we do. Named a 2013
Outstanding Academic Title by the American Library Association's Choice publication Concise
entries (ten pages on average) provide foundational knowledge of the field Each article features
suggested further readings, a list of related websites, a 5-10 word glossary and a definition
paragraph, and cross-references to related articles in the encyclopedi Newly expanded editorial
board and a host of international contributors from the United States, Australia, Belgium, Canada,
France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Japan, Sweden, and the United Kingdom

pivotal psychology studies: Pivot Cities in the Rise and Fall of Civilizations Ahmet Davutoglu,
2021-09-30 Based on the author’s long experience in academic life and the public realm, especially
in foreign policy, this book argues that a single categoric classification of cities is inadequate, and
that cities have had different and varied impacts and positions throughout the history of civilization.
The author examines how the formation, transformation, destruction or reestablishment of many
civilizational cities reveals a clearer picture of the cornerstones of the course of human history.
These cities, which play a decisive and pivotal role in the direction of the flow of history as well as
providing us with a compass to guide our efforts to understand and interpret this flow, are
conceptualized by the author as civilizations’ pivot cities. This innovative book explores the role of
great cities in political historical change, presenting an alternative view of these pivot cities from a
culturalist perspective. Within this framework, the role played by pivot cities in the history of
civilization may be considered under seven distinct headings: pioneering cities which founded
civilizations; cities which were founded by civilizations; cities which were transplanted during the
formation of civilizations; ghost cities which lost their importance through shifts in political power
and civilizational transformation; lost cities which were destroyed by civilizations; cities on lines of
geocultural/geoeconomic interaction; and cities which combine, transform or are transformed by
different civilizations. The author’s concept of pivot cities explores the interplay between vital cities
and civilizations, which bears on the future of globalization at a time of instability, as projected
continuing de-Westernization becomes a theme in studies of global history. This book provides
highly productive discussions relevant to the literature on city-civilization relationships and the
historicity of pivot cities. Its clear language, rich content, deep and original perspective,
interdisciplinary approach and rich bibliography will ensure that it appeals to students and scholars
in a variety of disciplines, including cultural studies, political science, comparative urban studies,
anthropology, history and civilizational studies.



pivotal psychology studies: Mary's Prayer Mary McGuinness, 2014-10-15 This memoir of
Mary's spiritual journey of self-discovery to find inner peace spans a period of fourteen years in
which she was unable to find work due to illness. Throughout this period, she began to search for
answers herself, which resulted in studying for a degree in psychology. The music of John Lennon
and The Beatles has always been important to Mary, and it was through this music that the healing
process began. John Lennon's character had inspired her throughout her life, particularly in his work
for peace with his wife, Yoko Ono. Music in general was very important to the journey that Mary
travelled. Mary's faith was paramount to the healing process, and she visited the Shrine of Lourdes
in France, which was a turning point in her life. In the Church of Frauenkirche in Munich, Mary also
felt as though she had received a blessing. The support of Mary's family was very important to her
recovery. The psychology studies, in particular those of social psychology, impacted on Mary's
understanding of the illness and motivated her to engage in her own personal research. This has
ultimately influenced this book. Similar to John Lennon's song, In My Life, the people that Mary met
and the places that she visited along the journey were essential to initiate changes in her life. Social
Construction Theory and the New Thought Movement were pivotal in changing Mary's attitudes and
promoted a new way of thinking, which impacted on her recovery. Finally, visiting Liverpool,
England, re-energized Mary, and it was critical in changing her life. It is hoped that this story would
inspire others who are hoping to make similar changes in their own lives.

pivotal psychology studies: Key Thinkers in Childhood Studies Smith, Carmel, Greene, Sheila,
2015-11-18 This text presents the contrasting perspectives of some of the leading figures involved in
shaping the field of childhood studies over the last 30 years. Drawing on in-depth interviews with 22
high profile pioneers in the subject, Carmel Smith and Sheila Greene share a wealth of experiences
in this innovative field.

pivotal psychology studies: Lifespan Treatment for Autistic Individuals Peter Sturmey,
Professor of Special Education Russell Lang, Russell Lang, Director of Clinical Development and
Research James K Luiselli, James K. Luiselli, 2025-07-21 In a world filled with hundreds of ASD
treatments, it is crucial to distinguish between evidence-based practices and ineffective and
potentially harmful pseudoscientific approaches. Interpreting ASD treatment research is
complicated by differences in research norms across disciplines, competing theoretical
underpinnings, and misleading information available from media sources. Overall, these issues
contribute to a gap between the outcomes demonstrated in scientific studies and what is achieved in
applied settings (e.g., schools, homes and clinics). Lifespan Treatment for Autistic Individuals guides
professional practitioners in the selection of treatments that are procedurally and ethically best
suited for their individual clients.

pivotal psychology studies: Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy Aubrey H Fine,
2019-06-27 Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy: Foundations and Guidelines for Animal-Assisted
Interventions, Fifth Edition highlights advances in the field, with seven new chapters and revisions
to over 75% of the material. This book will help therapists discover the benefits of incorporating
animal assisted therapy into their practice, how to design and implement animal assisted
interventions, and the efficacy of animal assisted therapy with different disorders and patient
populations. Coverage includes the use of AAT with children, families and the elderly, in counseling
and psychotherapy settings, and for treating a variety of specific disorders. - Contains seven new
chapters in addition to 75% new or revised material - Includes guidelines and best practices for
using animals as therapeutic companions - Addresses specific types of patients and environmental
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